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PEEFAOE. 


Soon after the outbreak of the recent war between Eussia 
and Turkey, I had the honor to be selected by the War De- 
partment to go abroad for the purpose of obserying the mili- 
tary operations from the Eussian side, and for this purpose was 
assigned to duty as Military Attache to the IJnited States Lega- 
tion at St. Petersburg. I left New Tork on the 30th of Jtine 
and reached St. Petersburg on the 18th of July, 1877, where 
the necessary formalities precedent to my joining the army, 
including the granting of the EmperoPs permission, were speed- 
ily complied with, and I therefore proceeded without delay to 
the field, reaching the imperial headquarters on the 5th of Au- 
gust. 

I remained with the army continuonsly throughout the rest 
of the campaign — ^reaching Constantinople with it in the follow- 
ing month of February — and until the month of July, 1878, 
when a definite peace was assured by the meeting of the Con- 
gress of Berlin, I then returned' to St. Petersburg,; resumed 
my post at^ the legation, and remained there until' January, 
1879, engaged in collecting and digesting the official reports' of 
the war, as well as the data for a study of the. Eussian military 
system. 

. The following' pages are a reprint, made with, the perinission 
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of tjbie War Department, of my official report to tlie Govem- 
meiit upon tlie subjects wbicb I was sent abroad to report npom 
This report aims to give, first, a concise but accurate description 
of tbe Enssian Army ; second, a narrative of the course of the 
campaigns in Europe and in Asia Minor ; and third, a brief dis- 
cussion of the use of temporary field fortifications in connec- 
tion with the modern breech-loading musket. 

The description of the Enssian Army includes its laws of 
military service, its organization and strength in time of peace, 
and the development of which it is capable in time of war, the 
armament and equipment of its troops in the field, a synopsis 
of its system of military administration or Army Eegulations, 
and some notes on its tactics. It is wholly based upon the data 
given in the following works : 

1. Spravotchnaia Kneeshka dlia Eusskik OfSzierof” Hand- 
Book of Information for Russian Officers ”), by Major-General 
Makhotin, of the General Staff, 1875. 

2. ^‘Shtaty Eusskik Begularnik Voisk,” etc. (‘‘Effective 
Strength of Russian Regular and Reserve Troops, Militia, and 
Military Departments and Establishments”), by Colonel Martianof, 
Russian General Staff, 1878. 

3. “Zapisky Yoiennoe Admimstratzie ” (“Memoir on Russian 
Military Administration, for the use of Military Schools”), by 
Colonel Lobko, Russian General Staff, 1877. 

4. “ The New Law regulating Military Service in Russia,” 
translated in the Intelligence Branch of the Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral’s Department, Horse Guards, London, 1875. 

5. “ The Armed Strength of Russia,”^ translated at the Intel- 
ligence Branch of the Quarterraaster-GeneraPs Department, Horse 
Guards, from a report published by the Austrian Staff in 1871. 

The narrative of the campaign is based primarily upon the 
official reports of ; the ' Russian commanders, which were pub- 
lished in the Russian reviews and in the semi-official French 
paper at St. Petersburg. My own notes made during the cam- 

^ So TTtany elianges have taken place since this report was drawn up, that it is 

now useful only for the condition of the army in 18^1. 
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paigiij including reports made from time to time of the prog- 
ress of eventSj were very numerous/. and' have heen freely used, 
While with the troops at the front I usually received copies of 
the field orders for every movement, and these, combined with 
my observation of the actual results, afforded me a great many 
very valuable data. Personally I was present in the battles of 
Shipka, August. 23d and 24th, 1877 ; Plevna , Septemher 11, 
1877 ; Taskossen, December 31, 1877 ; and Philippopolis, Janu- 
ary 15-17, 1878, besides a few minor combats and skirmishes. 
I was also at the headquarters of the Cesarevitch in October, 
and rode along the line of his outposts and positions between the 
Lorn and Tantra. I passed the Balkans with Gourko’s column 
during the winter, and remained with it until it reached Adri- 
anople; I then joined General Skobeleff, who commanded the 
advance guard, and arrived in front of Constantinople with Mm. 

Of the operations wMch I thus personally witnessed, the 
official reports gave an extremely clear and faithful account, 
and I have therefore placed full . reliance upon all the official 
reports. In the few rare cases where the statement of relative 
losses seemed exaggerated, an exception has been noted in the 
following pages. 

Besides the official reports, I have consulted more or less the 
following works : 

1. Der Kampf urn Plevna,” von Thilo von Trotha, Berlin, 1878. 

2. Russisch-TUrkische Krieg im Jahre 1877,” von Carl Re- 
genspursky, Wien, 1878. 

3. Riiokblicke auf die Russische Taktik,” von Norbert Spalenj, 
Gras, 1878. 

4. Die Armee-Operationen im Balkan-Feldzug,” von Cardinal 
von W'iddern, Berlin, 1878. 

,5. “ Der Grientalische' Krieg in den Jaliren 1877 und 1878|” von 
W. Rustow, Zurich, 1878. 

6. ^^Der Russiscli-Turkische Krieg 1877 bis 1878,” von Chris- 
tian von Sarauw, Leipzig, 1878. 

■„ .'7.. Guerre d’Orient en 1876-1877,” par Colonel Ferdinand Le- 
cornte, Lausanne, 1878.. 
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8. “ La Fortification du Champ de Bataille/’ par Lieutenant. 
General A. Brialmont, Bruxelles, 1878. 

9. La Guerre d’Orient ” par Am4d^e Le Faure, Paris, 1878. 

10. War correspondence of the Daily News,” 1877"“’78. 

The “ Daily News ” Correspondence, as well as that of The 
Times ” is replete with the most interesting information on 
every subject connected with the war; and, in the absence of 
official Turkish reports, they form our principal source of infor- 
mation from that side. On the Kussian side about seventy-five 
correspondents began the campaign, but only three followed it 
to its close. These three, viz., Messrs. J. A. MacGahan and F. 
D. Millet of the Daily News,” and Mr. E. M. Grant of “ The 
Times,” were all men of fine abilities and education, and although 
all three were foreigners (Americans) they were unusually well 
qualified to speak on the subjects of which they wrote, from 
previous experience in other wars and from long familiarity 
with the Eastern Question, no less than from their literary skill 
The correspondence of Mr. Archibald Forbes, which attained 
such celebrity, is most graphic, but unfortunately it terminates 
early in the campaign, with the battle at Plevna in September, 
and the conclusions which he formed on returning to England 
are therefore founded on somewhat incomplete data. 

Mr. MacGahan, as is well known, fell a victim at Constan- 
tinople to the typhus fever, which attacked his overworked 
brain and caused his death after a few days’ illness. In him 
that large portion of the public which derives its information 
from the daily papers rather than from books lost one of its 
most valuable and faithful, contributors, and America lost a son 
who had carried a reputation for pluck, energy, and fair state- 
ments throughont Europe and into the heart of Central Asia, 

Of the political questions of the war no mention is made in 
the following pages except 'in so far as they had a direct imme- 
diate bearing upon the military operations. My sympathies, 
like those of ' a majority of my countrymen, were originally on 
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tlie side of Eusskj and my experience only served to confirm 
those sympathies ; but this book only aims to give a strictly accu- 
rate account of the military steps in the process by which Eussia 
crushed Turkey as a military power, and it was written without 
having any political views or aims in consideration. 

l^or is there in the following pages anything referring to 
personal experiences, or to reminiscences of the principal com- 
manders. It is, therefore, proper to state here that the Enssian 
authorities extended to all the foreign officers who came prop- 
erly accredited to them the most generous and open-hearted 
hospitality, and the most complete facilities for observing the 
course of events as they actually transpired. During the cam- 
paign there were present with the army military officers repre- 
senting Germany, Austria, Trance, England, Denmark, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Japan, and the United States, as well as special 
delegates from Servia, Eoumania, and Montenegro. In aU we 
numbered at one time 18 officers. We were all presented to the 
Emperor on our arrival, and remained at his headquarters for 
several days, dming which we were always his guests at table. 
We were then attached (nominally) to the Staff of the Grand 
Duke Nicholas, commanding the army, and there received the 
same hospitality as at the Emperor^s. Those who desired to see 
the operations from a closer point of view than the general head- 
quarters were invariably granted full permission to join what- 
ever troops they chose, and there in turn, with one or two ex- 
ceptions, the same hearty reception was accorded to them by the 
generals in command, so far as they had the means. By thus 
passing from one detachment of the troops to another and then- 
returning to the general headquarters, a full opportunity was 
afforded of following the course of affairs and of judging of 
them in their general aspect as well as in their details. 

At St. Petersburg the same official courtesy was extended to 
me by the Heads of Departments in the War Ministry, particu- 
larly the general staff, artillery, and engineers, in furnishing 
maps, plans, drawings, and . information of every kind. ■ I have 
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endeavored to avoid any indiscretion in the use of this material, 
and in relation to the organization of the army have confined 
myself to extracts from Enssian or other works already in print 
and which have long since found their way to the general staff 
of every army in Europe. The illustrations in the text and the 
maps composing the atlas are all based upon Enssian informa- 
tion thus famished, supplemented by a few sketches of my own. 

F. Y. G. 


WASHmGTOlT, 1879. 
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THE EUSSIAH AEMX 


CHAPTEE I. 

LAWS OP EECELITMa AlTD MILITABT SEEVICE. 

The military system of Eiissia, as it exists to-day, derives its 
autliority from a ukase of tlie Emperor, dated January 1st (13tli), 
1874. Like tliat of every great nation on tke continent of Eu- 
rope, its fundamental principle is universal military service. 

This principle is thus stated in the proclamation of the 
Emperor accompanying the ukase of that date : 

Having deemed it iiidispensahle to reform the organization of 
the military forces of the Empire on the basis of the experience of 
the age, we ordered our Minister of War in 1870 to elaborate pro- 
posals for an improved system of recruitment for our armies, ex- 
tending the obligation of military service to all classes of the 
population. . . . 

With a view to prepare a new regulation for military service 
on the general principles indicated in the foregoing, a special com- 
mission was appointed, composed of members from different 
branches of the administration, and other persons possessing special 
knowledge. The regulation elaborated by the Commission, and 
amended, after a careful examination, by the Council of the 
Empire, is in complete accord with our views. Adopting as a 
fundamental principle that the defense of the throne and of the 
country forms the sacred duty of every Eussian subject, this regu- 
lation calls upon the entire male population to participate in mili- 
tary service, without exemption by purchase or by providing sub- 
stitutes. The action of this new law will not be extended to the 
Cossack population, where military service is subject to special 
regulations, nor to certain foreign races in the Trans-Caucasus and 
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other remote couBtries mentioned in the ukase to the governing 
Senate, and for whom special regulations will he promulgated. 
With these exceptions, and certain temporary exemptions stated in 
the aforesaid ukase, the male population of the Empire and of the 
kingdom of Poland, on attaining the age of 20 years, will he re- 
quired to take part in a drawing hy lot, which will determine once 
and for all those young men who must fulfill their obligations to 
active service, and those who are to remain exempt therefrom. 

Although a term of service of 15 years is fixed for those to be 
incorporated in the land forces, they will he dismissed to their 
homes at the end of 6 years, or sooner if possible, with the re- 
servation that they join the colors at the summons of the Govern- 
ment, in case of urgent necessity. 

Special terms of service will he fixed for the ISTavy, and for 
those troops quartered in certain distant localities. Those young 
men who have been students in educational establishments, includ- 
ing even the primary schools, will have the duration of their ser- 
vice in the Army in time of peace notably reduced, according to 
the nature and degree of their instruction, while other important 
facilities are reserved to them.” 

The ukase of the Emperor prescribed that the Eegiilations 
drawn up by the above-mentioned commission, having received 
his approval, should be put into force in Enssia and in Poland.* 
They constitute the fundamental military law of the Empire. 

The essential features of these Eegulations are given here- 
with (taken from a translation of them made by the Intelligence 
Branch of the Quartermaster’s Department of the British Army): 

REGULATIONS PwESPEOTING MILITARY SEEYIOl IN THE 
RUSSIAN ARMY.t 

'^{Confirmed hy the Bmperor^ Jan, 1, 1874.) 

OHAPTBE I. — GEHEEAL EEGULATIONS. . 

“Art. 1. The entire male population, without distinction of 
class, is liable to military service. 

“2. Exemption by purchase, or by obtaining a substitute, is 
prohibited. 

“3. No citizen of/the male’ sex, who is upward of 15 years of 
age, can be relieved of - Hs Russian nationality until he has com- 

* The Grand Duahj of Finland famishes a contingent of 6,000 men, under regular 
tions drawn up hy its own Govemment. 

t The Eegulations are contained in 224 articles, divided into 14 chapters. 


LAWS OF EECEOITmO AND MILITARY SERVICE. 5 


pletely satisfied all obligations to military seryice, or, has become 
exempted therefrom after taking part in the drawing. 

4. Persons upward of 15 years of age, who take up their resi- 
dence in. those parts of the Empire where military service is regu- 
lated by special provisions, are to be subject to the General Regii- 
* lations in force in those particular districts. 

^^5. The armed force of the Empire consists of the Regular 
Forces and the Militia. The latter force is called out only when 
extraordinary events in time of war require its services. 

7. The Regular Land Army consists of — 

The Active Army, recruited by means of yearly levies taken 
throughout the Empire. 

The Reserve, to fill up the effective strength of the regiments, 
etc., composed of men allowed to remain on furlough until their 
term of service expires. 

The Cossacks. 

Regiments, etc., composed of foreigners. 

“ 8. The hTaval Forces consist of the Fleet and Reserve. 

“ 9. The number of men required to complete the strength of 
the Army and the Fleet is fixed by the Legislature every year, on 
the recommendation of the Minister of War, and promulgated to 
the Senate by an Imperial IJkase. 

10. Admission to the service is determined by lot-drawing, in 
which every male person takes part once during lifetime. Those 
who are exempted from active service, by reason of having drawn 
a particular number, are enrolled in the Militia. 

*‘11. One class only of the population is annually called upon to 
take part in the drawing, namely, that which comprises all the 
men who have reached the age of 20 years on the 1st of January 
of the year in which the recruiting takes place. 

“ 12. It is lawful for those persons who have fulfilled the requi- 
site stipulations respecting education, to relieve themselves from 
military service, without having recourse to the drawing,' by en- 
listing as volunteers in accordance with the provisions contained 
in Chap. XII. of these Regulations. 

“ IS. Any person who is deprived of all his civil rights, or only 
of such rights and prerogatives as belong to him individually, or 
by virtue of his condition, can not be admitted either to the draw- 
ing or to the service. 

** 14. The annual levy and the drawing for active service will 
take place from ■ Xovemher 1st to .December 15th, and in the case 
of' Siberia from October 15th to December Slst. Should there be 
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an application from the competent authorities (Art. 76-78), the 
Ministers for the Interior and for War may, by common consent, 
authorize a change in the normal term appointed for European 
Eussia, but with the proviso that, when any change is sanctioned, 
the levy shall be completed by the 31st December at the latest 
15. This article contains the regulations for recruiting the 

fleet. 

CHAPTER II.— DURATION OF SERVICE m THE ACTIVE ARMY AHB 
m THE RESERVE. 

“ 17. In the ease of recruits who have taken part in the draw- 
ing, the ordinary term of service in the land forces is fixed at 15 
years, of which 6 years will be spent on active service, and 9 years 
in the reserve. An exception is made to this rule in the case of 
men who are called upon to serve in Corps belonging to the Mili- 
tary District of Turkestan, or in those quartered in the provinces 
of Semipalatinsk, the Transbai’kal, Yakootsk, Amoor, and the 
Maritime Provinces, in which the ordinary term of service is fixed 
at 10 years, of which 7 years are active, and 8 years reserve. 

“ 18. In the naval forces, the ordinary term is 10 years, namely, 

7 years’ active service and 8 years in the reserve. 

19. The period of service for men who have taken part in the 
drawing will commence from the 1st of January of the year follow- 
mg the levy, in the event of their entering the service at the time 
of the levy, and from the 1st of the month following their entry 
into the service when it takes place at any other period of the 
year. 

20, The duration of service, as laid down in Arts. 17 and 18, 
applies only to times of peace ; in the event of war, the men who 
constitute the land and sea forces must remain with the colors so 
long as the State requires their services. 

"21. The Ministers of War and Marine are empo^^ered to send 
to the reserve such men of the land and sea forces as are not non- 
commissioned officers, even if they have not completed their period 
ot active service, according to Arts. 17 and 18. The naval and 
ralitary authorities also reserve to themselves the right to grant 
during the entire period of service temporary furloughs, not ex- 
ceeding one year, to men belonging to the land and sea forces who 
are not non-commissioned officers. 

“23. Men belonging to the Reserve mil he called up for active 
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service sliould it "be found absolutely necessary, to complete tbe 
strength of Regiments and Corps, This. will he done by an Impe- 
rial Ukase to the Senate, During their service in the Reserve, the 
men can be called up for ‘drill by the .. Minister of War or the 
Minister of Marine, but not oftener than twice during the whole 
of their reserve service, and for not more than six weeks at one 
time. 

^“^24. Men who are employed by the State, or by any corporate 
body, and whose names are on a special list which has received 
the sanction of the authorities, are exempt from being called upon 
to serve in the Active Army. 

“ CHAPTER IV. — SOLDIEES WHO BECOME IIVCAPACITATED POE BUTT. 

82 to 36. Men unfitted absolutely for the service, by reason of 
sickness or other infirmities, are granted their discharge from active 
service and also from the reserve, and receive an authenticated 
document stating that they have fulfilled all the necessary require- 
ments. If they happen to be deficient in means, or not in a fit 
state to work, and have no relatives who can render them assist- 
ance, they receive from the Government a monthly allowance of 
three roubles, or are admitted into hospitals or other charitable 
institutions ; in default of this they are handed over to the care of 
persons of good character, who receive a monthly allowance not 
exceeding six roubles. The families of men who have been killed 
or have disappeared during time of wai*, or of men who have died 
of their wounds, are maintained according to special regulations. 
The families . of reserve men who are called up for active service 
with the colors in time of war, are provided for by the zemstvos 
and urban or rural corporations where they reside. 

CHAPTER V. — THE MILITIA. 

36 to 41. The Militia consists of all men, not forming part of 
the standing army, who are capable of - bearing arms,, and whose 
ages are between 20 and 40 years inclusive. The Militia in- 
cludes also those men who have been released from the Reserve,' 
either of the land or sea forces.' All persons of more than 40 
years of age are permitted to enroll themselves in the Militia should 
they desire to dO' so. The men belonging to the Militia are 
divided into two classes, of which the first consists of those who. 
were enrolled in the Militia at the time the last four levies took 
place, and who would form: part either of the mobilized Militia, or. 
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who would fill vacancies in the Regular Army, if requii-ed, or in the 
event of the number of reserves being insufficient. The Militia is 
mobUized by Imperial manifesto. The first ban may also be 
mobilized, if absolutely necessary for the reinforcement of the 
standing Army, by an Imperial Ukase to the Senate. The Militia 
is dismissed at the termination of a war, or previously should its 
services not be required. The families of men belonging to the 
Militia, who may be called out, will be provided for by the 
zemstvos and urban or rural corporations, in accordance with 
special regulations. Families of men of the Militia who may be 
killed in action or die of wounds received on a campaign, are pro- 
vided for in a manner similar to that laid down for the families 
of men belonging to the Regular Army. 


CHAPTEE Vt.— EXEMPTIONS, POSTPONEMENTS, AND OTHEE IMMU- 
NITIES EEOM MIEITAEV SEEVICE. 

“42 to 44 . All men are exempt absolutely from military service 
who are unfit by reason of bodily defects or disease, except such 
as have injured^ themselves willfully, in which case they are com- 
pelled to serve m the Amy. A detailed statement of the natural 
defects and maladies which debar young men from being admitted 
to the service, as well as instructions to the recruiting authorities 
regar the examination of men drawn for the service, will 
shortly be pub hshed by the Minister of War, the Minister of the 
Interior, and the Director of the Ministry of Marine, after con- 
suhation with the Medical Council. Young men who are in 
efficiently developed, or are attacked with iUness which is not of 
so aggravated a nature as to incapacitate them, or have not quite 
recovered f,„„ „cont dctaeee, will be allied Ode 31^0 
» ^gtbeeervioc It .. the expira.ta of a...pe/„a 4t : 
not fit to serve another year will be allowed them ; after wMoh 
ionU fte, «dl be nnfit fo, service, they will be finally d^ 

" 51- These articles contain a statement of such exemntions 

a. »e allowed for fandly r»eo„e, of .h.s. there r^eTlL e. 
The only son of a widowed mother, etc. ' 

P®rioas for which recruits 

for entering tke Se^ age appointed 

=, e seivice, must attend the drawing like the rest ; 
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sLouId tliey express tb.e wisltj they are allowed to postpone taking 
part in the drawing in order to complete their education : firstly, 
until they are 22 years of age, in the case of” ... . (certain educa- 
tional establishments ; up to 24, 25, 2T, and 28 years of age, for cer- 
tain other educational establishments specified at length by name). 

54. Students belonging to the places of education named in 
the preceding article are permitted to declare, at least two months 
before the drawing takes place, that they wish to enter the service 
as enlisted volunteers, in which case they are relieved from the 
drawing and are allowed the periods above stated before being 
called upon to join. 

55. Those who have successfully finished their course of studies 
in the orthodox ecclesiastical seminaries and academies are granted 
a year’s grace to allow of their entering the priesthood — a profes* 
sion (according to Art. 62) which exempts them altogether from 
military service. 

“56. Reduction in the period of obligatory service is made 
under the following circumstances : 

“ 1. To 6 months in the Army and 14|- years in the Reserve in 
the case of men who have completed their course of study at the 
universities and other educational establishments of the first class, 
or who have passed equivalent examinations. 

“ 2. To 18 months in the Army and 13|- years in the Reserve 
for men who have finished the course of six classes in the gymna- 
sia or real schools, or of the second class in ecclesiastical semina- 
ries, or the course in educational establishments of the second class, 
or who have passed examinations of the same scope. 

“ 3. To 3 years in the Army and 12 years in the Reserve in the 
case of persons who have finished . their course of study in ediica-. 
tional establishments of the third class, or passed an examination 
equivalent to it. 

“4. To 4 years in the Army and 11 years in the Reserve in the 
case of men who have received a certificate that they possess the 
knowledge demanded in the course of Study of the primary schools, 
in accordance with the regulations of the 14th of July, 1864, or 
in that of educational establishments of the fourth class (except 
men enrolled in the military district of .Turkestan, the Semipala- 
tinsk, the Transbaikal, the Yakootsk, the Amoor, and Maritime 
Provinces, or in the Fleet, in which cases the length of service is 
fixed at 6 years’ active service and 4 years in. the reserve). 

“59. The foregoing may (1) enter the Army immediately they 
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have completed their studies, or passed the necessary examina- 
tions, without waiting for the drawing, in which case their term 
of service is calculated according to the rules laid down in par. 2 
of Art. 19 ; (2) be embodied in the branch of the service which 
they select, provided always the number in each branch does not 
exceed the regulated number fixed by the Minister of W ar. 

“62 to 65. These articles have reference to exemptions origina- 
ting from the .social condition or the occupations of recruits. 

“ 62. The following are exempted from serving : 

“ 1. The clergy of all Christian denominations. 

“ 2. Singers in orthodox churches, who have completed their 
course of study at an ecclesiastical academy, seminary, or school. 

“ 63. Of the men who have become liable to military service by 
reason of the number which they have drawn, the following are 
exempt, in time of peace, from serving actively, and are at once 
enrolled in the Eeserve, and remain in it for a period of 15 years : 

“ 1. Doctors of medicine, surgeons, licentiates in the veterinary 
art or in pharmacy, and veterinary surgeons, unless they are lia- 
ble to obligatory military service by the statutes of the establish- 
ments ill which they were educated. 

“ 2. Exhibitioners in the Imperial Fine Arts Academy who are 
sent abroad to complete their education. 

“3. Persons who belong to. establishments named in Art. 53 
and to any other public educational establishments not there enu- 
merated, and whose business it is to impart instruction in subjects 
the study of which is obligatory according to their statutes ; also 
tutors or their assistants in such establishments as are under Gov- 
ernment authority, or whose statutes are under its. sanction. 

“ OHAPTEK VII,— BECEUITIFG CIECITMSCPaPTIOHS. 

“67. The Eecruiting Subdivisions may include a portion of a 
district or an entire district. 

“ 68. Every town which contains 10,000 male inhabitants, as a 
minimum, may form one distinct Recruiting Subdivision. Should 
the- inhabitants desire it, towns containing a smaller number than 
the above may also be made distinct Eecruiting Subdivisions, pro- 
vided that their male population amounts to at least 5,000 souls. 

“ 71. Rural subdivisions, and subdivisions containing a mixed 
population partly- resident in villages and partly in towns, must 
consist, of' from 8,000 to 20,000 male inhabitants ; subdivisions 
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strictly urban, of from 5,000 to 40,000 males. Towns whose male 
population exceeds the latter figure may be split up into a rminber 
of subdivisions. 

“73. The rural subdivisions in Siberia are formed either of sepa- 
rate bailiwicks, or by the union of two, or at most three, baili- 
wicks. Bailiwicks nearest to towns which contain less than 5,000 
males are united to the towns to form Recruiting Subdivisions. 

“ 73. A certain place is fixed upon in each subdivision, at which 
those who take part in the drawing are to present themselves, and 
at which the recruits are to be received, 

“ 74. As a general rule, the distance of the rendezvous from, the 
most distant villages in a subdivision should not exceed 50 versts 
(about 33 miles). 

“ 75. If a rural subdivision has no place suitable for a rendezvous, 
the drawing must take place in the town or village which is nearest 
to the subdivision, provided that it is not farther thto 50 versts 
from the most distant part of the subdivision. 

“Articles 76 to 79 explain the method to he adopted in forming 
the districts into subdivisions, and in selecting the rendezvous for 
' the drawing. The results arrived at are, according to Ai’t. 80, to 
be comiiiuiiicated by the local authorities to the Ministers of the 
Interior and 'War. The list of the subdivisions will he published 
by the first-named Minister. 

“ CHAPTBK VIII. — AXTTHOEITIES CHAROED WITH THE EEGKFITIXG. 

“ 81. In each Government or Province a Recruiting Commis- 
sion is formed, presided over by the Governor or Head of the 
Province. This Commission consists of the Marshal of the Mobil- 
ity in the Government, the President of the provincial delegates, 
and one of its members, the Military Chief of the Government or 
the officer who is performing the duties as such, and, lastly, the 
Procureiir of the District Court of Judicature or his deputy. 

“ 84. Ill each district or subdistrict, a Recruiting Commission is 
formed, under the presidency of the Marshal of the local Mobil- 
ity ; this Commission consists of an officer appointed by the mili- 
tary authorities, the Commissary of Police of the District, or the 
offi.cial who performs similar duties, and one of the provincial dele- 
gates of the District chosen by that body. 

“ 87. At St. Petersburg, Moscow, Odessa, Riga, Kazan, Kharkof, 
Kief, Saratof, Vilna, Kischinef, Cronstadt,. Micolaief, and Sevas- 
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topol, separate Urban Commissions are formed for recruiting pur- 
poses. These Commissions are presided over by the Mayor, and 
consist of an officer selected by the military authorities, an official 
appointed by the Chief of Police, and tvo members of the Muni- 
^al Administration, selected by the latter. The Commission at 
Warsaw, presided oyer by the City President, consists of an officer 
selected by the military authorities, an official appointed by the 
She i'®®'<ients chosen by the representative 

' 
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for tlie serTicCj for tlie purpose of assuring themselves as to their 
eligibility for military duties. 

8. To make arrangeinents for the reception of recruits, 

“9. To forward to the Commission of the Government or 
Provincej at the conclusion of their duties in the Subdivisionsj a 
detailed account of the drawing and of the proceedings connected 
with the admission of the men to the service. 

91. To each Recruiting Commission two medical men are ap- 
pointed (one by the civile the other by the military authorities) and 
one officer, belonging either to the Army or Navy ; the two former 
for examining, and the latter, for receiving, men- about to enter the 
service. Besides these, two medical men are appointed to the Com- 
missions for the purpose of attending to the recruits when required. 

^‘'CHAPTEE IX.— EIXROLLMEIS-T IN THE EECEUITING- SUBDIVISIONS 
AND METHOD OF AEEANGINO THE DEAWINO LISTS. 

This chapter is divided into four sections. ■ The first section 
refers to the enrollment of young men in the Recruiting Subdivis- 
ions, and shows the manner in which the lists are to be prepared. 

“ CHAPTEE X. — THE DRAWINa AND ADMISSION TO THE SERVICE. 

"'^This chapter contains nine sections, the first of which treats of 
the preparatory arrangements (Arts. 127 to 130) ; the second relates 
to the distribution of the annual contingent. 

“ 131. The distribution among Governments and Provinces is 
made annually by the Minister of War ; it is then communicated 
to the Recruiting Commissions with a view to its being made 
public. 

132—3. The contingent is subsequently reapportioned by the 
Commissions among the Recruiting Subdivisions, which receive 
from them the definite distribution. This latter distribution is 
then published in the local gazettes. 

134. The third section has reference to the drawing, for which 
arrangements are made in the various Subdivisions by the Dis- 
t trict, Subdistrict, and Urban Recruiting Commissions. 

» « » » • « • » 

140. The fifth section, consisting only of one article, relates to 
the verification, by the Recruiting Commissions, of the lists of the 
names of men who are to take part in the drawing. Every person 
present is allowed the right of taking objection to the enrollments 
on this list, which is read in public ; and if the Commission deems 
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these objections to be well founded, it has power to make th^ 
requisite alterations. This being completed, the drawino- takes 
place in accordance with the regulations contained in the sixth see 
tion (Arts. 141 to 143). 

144. The seventh section relates to the examination and reeen 
tion of the men who are to enter the service. The examination 
takes place m the presence of the Eecruiting Commissions ■ the 
president hau the power to authorize third persons to take part in it 

145. Men who are provided with certificates from a doctor in 
e eniployment of the State, showing that their physique and 

general state of health are such as to offer no impediment to thet 
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tLe expiration of the above periods an enlisted volunteer is 
permitted, in peace time, if he is not a non-commissioned or com- 
missioned officer, either to remain on active service or to he passed 
into the reserve, where he will remain for 9 years. In time of 
war, the regulations contained in Art. 20 apply equally to enlisted 
volunteers. . 

174. Enlisted volunteers are allowed to enter the service at any 
time of the year. The period of service commences on the 1st of 
the month following that in which they join their regiment or corps. 

175. Enlisted volunteers can enter as private soldiers only such 
combatant branches of the service as are allowed to receive them. 
They are permitted to choose the arm with which they prefer to 
serve, provided that the number does not exceed the regulated 
number of each arm fixed by the Minister of War. In time of 
war enlisted volunteers are sent at first to the local regiments, 
Nurses can enter the service on all occasions as military nurses. 

176. Enlisted volunteei's who join the guard or cavalry must 
maintain themselves at their own expense. In other regiments or 
corps they are maintained hy the State, unless they express a wish 
to defray their own expenses. 

177. Enlisted volunteers who defray their own expenses may 
lodge where they please, except while they are assembled in camps 
of instruction ; the commanding officer has the power, however, of 
depriving them of this privilege if he thinks fit. 

178. Enlisted volunteers join the service as private soldiers 
just as if they had, taken part in the drawing, and fulfill the same 
obligations, with certain mitigations which the Minister of War 
shall appoint. 

179. In order to distinguish between enlisted volunteers and 

men who have taken part in the drawing, the former wear a dis- 
tinguishing badge on their uniform, which, however, carries no 
privilege with it. ’ , 

180. When enlisted volunteers have passed the prescribed ex- 
aminations they may, with the approbation of their immediate 
commanding officers, be promoted : 

“ 1. To be non-commissioned officers after two months’ service, 
should they belong to the first class named in Art. 173 ; after 
four months, if they belong to the second class ; and after one 
year’s service, if to the thii'd class. 

“ 2. To the rank of officer, if they have served as non-commis- 
sioned officer for 8 months, in the case of those belonging to the 
first class ; for 6 months, in the case of the second class ; and for 
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S yearsj if . they belong to the third class. The rank of officer 
can notj however^ be granted to any enlisted Tolnnteerj even 
though he belong to the first class, unless he has served in camp 
during at least one period of exercise. 

*^^181. Officers who (Art. 173) belonged to the third class of 
enlisted volunteers can only enjoy the personal and civil rights 
appertaining to their station, after a service of at least three years 
with the colors. 

182. Enlisted volunteers are eligible for four months’ furlough. 
But such period of absence is deducted from their term of active 
service, as well as from the period required of them before they 
can become non-commissioned officers or officers. 

183. Students in the special classes of the Corps of Pages, and 
those belonging to Military Infantry Schools, the Mcholas Cav- 
alry School, the Nicholas Engineer School, the Michael Artillery 
School, and the Military Topographical Schools, are considered as 
enlisted volunteers. The time spent at the above-named schools 
and in the special classes for Pages is reckoned as active service 
in the case of men who leave them either as officers or as soldiers. 
They are required to remain with the colors one year and a half 
for each year spent at the above-mentioned establishments. The 
general term of service in their case is reckoned from the 1st of 
the month succeeding that in which they left these establishments. 

184. Students belonging to the establishments detailed in Art. 
183, who may have left before completing the entire course of one 
of the classes, are also required to remain one year and a half for 
each year that they spent at the school. In no case can they be 
promoted to the rank of officer until they have completed one 
year’s service in the ranks. 

185. Students who are educated at the expense of the State in 
civil educational establishments can also enter the military service 
in the capacity of enlisted volunteers, hut in no case can they dis- 
charge the obligatory civil duties to which they are bound until 
after the expiration of the period during which they are with the 
colors, as laid down by these Begulations. 


CHAPTEE XIII. — ^APPEALS AISTD COMPLAINTS WITH EEPEEENGE TO 
MILITAEY SEEVIGE. 

This chapter (Arts. 197 to 211) lays down' the course of pro- 
cedure, to be observed in deciding upon any questions which, may 
arise. 
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CHAPTER XIV. — PENALTIES EOR OEFEXSES AGAINST THE LAWS 
RELATING TO MILITABT SERVICE.” 

TEis chapter (Arts. 212 to 224) prescribes tbe penalties for 
failing to comply with tbe law previously quoted, for fraud in 
endeavoring to evade military service, for malingery, etc., etc. 
Tbe punisbments vary, according to tbe offense, from a fine of 100 
roubles ($74) to imprisonment for six years at bard labor. 

Tbe essential principles of tbe above law are as follows : 

1. Every able-bodied man between tbe ages of 20 and 40 
owes military service to tbe state. 

2. Tbe state, not having need of tbe services of all such men, 
exempts permanently those whose labor is specially necessary at 
their homes, as well as priests, artists, etc., and draws by lot to 
determine w^'Mcb of tbe others shall enter into service. 

3. Those drafted into tbe service pass 6 years with tbe Colors 
and 9 years in the Reserve, and are then discharged permanently. 

4. Those not drafted into active service are enrolled at once 
in the Militia. 

6. Those who have received an education are allowed to 
reduce their service in the ranks (“ enlisted volunteers ”) to a 
very short period, at the end of which they may become officers, 
or resume their civic employment — ^heing, however, enrolled in 
the Reserve until the conclusion of 15 years. 

6. The students of various military schools are considered as 
serving their time in the ranks (^^ enlisted volunteers ”) wffiile at 
the school, and become officers at once upon their graduation. 

The officers of the army are all derived from one of the two 
classes mentioned in 5 and 6. 

The number of men annually attaining tbe age of 20 years 
in Russia (exclusive of Cossacks, etc.,) is about 700,000. 

In October, 1874, the first drawing was made under the new 
law. The contingent called for by the Imperial Ukase (Art. 9) 
was 150,000 men. The total number of men liable for service 
was 693,736, of whom 12,554 belonged to the classes exempt 
under the law. Of this number— . 

24,450 did not present themselves for the drawing. 

49,452 were discharged for physical incapacity. 

18,034 were allowed to postpone their service to complete 
their education (Arts. 53 to 61). 

2 
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85833 were suspected of feigning sickness and placed in lios- 
pitals for further examination. 

IMjOSl were incorporated into the army. 

The restj 450,000 or more, were inscribed on the rolls of the 
Militia. 

For 1876 the contingent called for (Ukase of June 1,1875) 
was 180,000 men. 

For 1877, 195,000 men. 

For 1878, 218,000 men. 

For 1879, 218,000 men. 

Of those incorporated in the army in 1874, 11.8 per cent, 
could read and write. 



CHAPTER II. 


STEENaTH iJ^r> OEaAHIZATION OE LAST> FOEGES. 

The armed strength of the Russian Empire^ as stated in 
Arts. 5 and t of the General Regulations previously quoted, 
consists of the Permanent {Postoiminaya FoMu) and 

the Militia {ffomdarstmmioe Opoltohenie). The Permanent 
Force on land, L e., the Army, consists of — 

1. The Active Army, or the troops actually under arms with; 
their regiments. 

2. The Reserve, or the troops permanently on furlough, hut 
liable at any moment to be called upon to Join their old regh 
inents or form new regiments. 

3. The Cossacks, or iiTegular troops, principally horsemen, 
coming from the vicinity of the Hon, the Volga, etc., and from 
the Trans-Caucasus and Central Asia. 

The Active Army is again divided into— 

A. Field Troops. 

B. Local Troops. 

The latter are again subdivided into— 

a. Garrison Troops, for the fortresses of Eiii’‘opean. Russia. 

0. Regular Troops in Asia. 

7. Stationary Troops, Gendarmes, and other special troops 
for local purposes. 

Upon mobilization a part of the Reserve goes to fill up the 
Active Troops to the War Footing, and the rest to form, 

a. Ersatz Troops, i. e., the troops formed at depots for the 
purpose of replacing losses among those in the field, 

. 5. Reserve Troops, i. e,, newly formed regiments, etc., form- 
ing an independent or reserve army, for service wherever needed. 

The Militia is divided into classes, and these classes are called 
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out (by incase of tbe Emperor) in case there are not enough 
soldiers of the Eeserye for the purposes mentioned above. They 
enter as individual recruits into the ErsatZj there receive their 
arms, clothing, and instruction, and are then forwarded to the 
respective regiments, etc., in the field, and incorporated with 
them. 

These classifications of the troops will perhaps be made more 
clear by the following tabular statement : 



I 

4 


Active 

army. 


Field Troops. 

i Oarrisons in European Eussia. 
Eegular troops In Asia. 
Stationary troops, 


Eeserve, 
or men on 
ferlongh 
In time of 
peace. 


In time of war fills up tiae Active Army to War 
strength, 

( Ersatz Troops, 
and forms ■< 

( Eeserve Troops. 


Cossacks. 


Eafive Troops in the Trans-Cancasns and in Asia. 


Has no military oi^anizatlon, hut is divided into classes, which furnish recruits 
to the Eeserve when .the latter is insufficient in numbers. 


FIELn TEOOPS. 

The field troops of the Eussian army consist of: 

48 Divisions of Infantry, 

8 Brigades of Eifles, 

48 Brigades of Foot Artillery, 

17 Divisions of Cavalry, 

35 Batteries of Horse Artillery, 

19 Battalions of Engineer Troops, 

besides auxiliary organizations, such as Engineer and Artillery 
Pai’hs, Hospitals, etc. 

An Army Corps is composed of two (or three) Divisions of 
Infantry, two Brigades of Foot Artillery, and one Division of 
Cavalry with two horse batteries. The Eifles and Sappers are 
only temporarily attacshed to Army Coi’ps. 

In the Guard, and in the troops serving in the Caucasus (4th 
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Division of Grenadiers, lOtli, 20 tli 5 21st,. 38tli, SOtli, and 41st 
Divisions of ttia Line), tlie organization of tlie Infantry is as fol- 
lows : 1 Division = 2 Brigades = 4 Eegiments = 16 Battalions = 
64 Oompaiiies. 

In the rest of the army it is as follows : 1 Division = 2 Brig- 
ades = 4 .Eegiments = 12 Battalions = 60 Companies. 

It is intended to apply the first organization to the whole 
army, but this has not yet been accomplished. 

The organization of the Cavalry is as follows : 1 Division = 
2 Brigades = 4 Eegiments = 18 Squadrons (the Cossack regiment 
having 6 squadrons, the regular regiments 4 squadrons each). 

In the Foot Artillery, 1 Brigade = 6 Batteries = 48 guns. 

In the Horse Artillery, 1 Battery = 6 guns. 

A Eifle Brigade is . composed of 4 Battalions = 16 Com- 
panies. 

An Engineer Brigade is composed of 1 Sapper Battalion and 
1 Half Battalion of Eontoniers. 

Infantry, 

The 48 Infantry Divisions are composed of 3 Divisions of the 
Guard, 4 of Grenadiers, and 41 of the Line. They are numbered 
ill each class, as 1st Division of the Guard, 1st Division of Grena- 
diers, 1st Division of the Line, etc. The Eegiments are mimbered 
in the same way, 1st to 12th of the Guard, 1st to 16th of Grena- 
diers, 1st to 164tli of the Line. In addition, each regiiiient has 
its own name, which indicates, in the Grenadiei’s and in the Line, 
the locality from which the regiment comes ; besides this, nearly 
all the regiments have honorary chiefs whose names they bear. 
The full titles of the regiments are therefore of the following 
nature : The 1st Infantry Eegiment, of Preobrazlieiisk, of 

the Guard”; ^^The 63d Infantry Eegiment, of Yolhyma, of 
His Imperial Highness the Grand Duke Field Marshal Nikolai 
Nikolai vitch ” ; The 121st Infantry Eegiment, of Penza, of 
Aide-de-Camp General Milutin,’’ etc. In official reports these 
titles are given in full, but ordinarily the . regiiiient is kiiown 
simply by its name (not the number), as The Preobrazhensky 
Eegiment,” ^^The Peiizansky Eegiment,” .etc. The battalions 
are numbered in each regiment from 1 to 4, and the companies 
from 1 to 16 . The 4-battalion regiments have 3 battalions 
of the line and 1 of rifles or skirmishers, each battalion of 4 com- 
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panies. In the S-hattalion regimentSj each battalion is com- 
posed of 4 line companies and 1 rifle or skirmish company ; these 
correspond to the old distinctions of heavy and light infantrjj, 
bntj as there is now no difference whatever in the use of infaii- 
tryj it is probable that these divisions will soon be done away 
with. 

The 8 Eifle Brigades are as follows : 

1 Eifle Brigade of the Guard, 

6 Eifle Brigades of the Line, 

1 Eifle Brigade of the Caucasus, 

1 Eifle Brigade of' Tui*kestan. 


Strength of an Infcmtry Regiment, 



COMBATANTS. 

NON- 

COMBATANTS. 

Horses. 

Wagons. 


OfQcers. 

Men. 

j Officers. 

Men. 



f War Footinf?. . * 

80 

4057 

i 7 

5 ,326 

186 i 

44 

Of 4 Battalions, j 

64 

1897 

7 

i 185 

52 1 

17 

4 W ar Footing 

76 

8081 

! 6 

1 136 

174 

41 

Of 6 Battalions, -j Increased Peace Footing. . 

f Peace Footing. ........... 

60 

60 

3363 

1793 

6 

1 6 

135 
i 105 

185 

49 

41 

1 16 




The Field and Staff of a 4-battalion regiment is composed of : 

1 Eegimental Commander (Major-General in the Guard, Colo- 

nel in the Line), 

2 Field Officers, one of whom is in charge of the interior econ- 

omy of the regiment, and the other is an assistant to the 
commander ; 

Eegimental Adjutant, 

Eegimental Quartermaster, 

Eegimental Paymaster, 

Eegimental Instructor in Arms, 

Officer commanding non-comba- 
tants. 

Secretary for the interior econ- 
omy of the regiment. 

Senior Surgeon, 

Junior Surgeons, 

Chaplain, . _ 

The Guard and Grenadier regiments have each a Band, and 

.-I *!••» -w. 


Of rank below Captain : 


r Non-combatants. 


I 

J 


also the first regiment of each division of the Line. Tt con- 
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sists of 1 Band-Leaderj 11 first-class mnsicians, and 28 second- 
class musicians. This increases the effective strength of these 
regiments by 40 men. 

The non-combatants of a 4-battalion regiment are as fol- 
lows: 



War 

footiag. 

Peace 

footing. 


1 

1 


1 

1 


1 

1 


1 

1 


1 

1 


H 

4 

4 

Junior clerks 


6 

5 

Senior 

1 

1 

Medical 0. I 


4 

4 



1 

1 

Officers. 1 


1 

1 

Belonging to Companies 

16 

If) 

j 


16 

Inspector of sic 
Hospital attend! 


1 

1 


16 

10 


1 

1 



1 

i 


2 

2 



5 

4 


2 

2 



4 

2 


1 

1 


1 

1 


4 

2 


2 

1 



1 

1 



1 

1 

Tailor {fitter).'. J 

1 

1 

1 

4 



2 

1 

Teamsters -j pri,.ates. : ; 

48 

20 

aAwon+a i officers and senior surjreon, 1 eaeli for com- 

vmctrs sei yarns ^ officers, Junior surgeon, secretaiy, and chaplain) 

95 

79 

Total 


226 ■ 

186 



Strength of a Battalion of Infantry. 



HELU 

AND 

STAFF. 



COMPANY OFFICEES AND 

MEN., 


TOTAL. 

I 

i 

1 

Captains. 

Second Captains. 

1 

-2 

s 

I 

1 

4 

m 

Ensigns. 

Sergeant-Majors. 

Volunteers. 

Storekeeper Sergeant. 

1 

I 

d 

J 

I 

d 

.3 

*S 

Drummers. 

f 

a 

Lance-Corporals. 

a 

i 


5 War Footing 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

4 

4 

16 

4 

16 58 

6 10 

so 

820 

1,8 

1014 

Of 4 companies -j p^aee Footing 

2 

2 i 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

4 

16 

4 

16jl6 

6,10 

40 

360 

181 

4T4, 

(War Footing 

2 

2 

2 

3 

sl 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

soldo 

12 

IT 

100 

600 

22' 

1026 

Of 5 companies -< Increas’d ,Pe.aee Foot’g 

2 

2 ' 

2 

3 

4. 

3 

3 

5 

5 

5 

20,60 

8 

12 

90 

590 

Jli 

TST 

1 Peace Footing 

2 : 

2 

2 

3 

4 

3,3 

5 

s 


20140 

8 

12 

80 

420 

n\ 

59T 


The Field and Staff of a Battalion consists of : 
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1 Battalion Commander (Colonel in tlie Guard, Lientenant- 
colonel in tlie Line). 

1 Battalion Adjutant. 

1 Drainnier. 

1 Bugler. • 


Strength of a Battalmi of Rifles {Fonr Companies)^ 



STELD 

AND 

STAFF. 

j COMPANY. 

TOTAL 

COMBA- 

TANTS. 

non- 

com- 

bat’s. 

1 

S 

WAGONS. 

Officers. 


Officers. 

N. C. Officers, 

Privates. 

i 

m 

o 

i 

Officers. 

g 

Ammunition. 

Sanitary. 

Provisions and 
others. 

3 


< War Footing 

6 

1 

20 

96 

720 

26 

817 

2'| 

50 

60 

4 

1 

11 

16 

la Europe.,... 

< Increased Peace Foot’g 

C 

i 1 

16 

88 

544 

22 

633 

2 [ 

56 

47 

4 

11 

11 

16 


( Peace S'ooting 

6 

1 

16 

80 

400 

22 

481 


42 

12 



6 

6 

.. ^ 

j War Footing 

5 

1 

16 

112 

900 

21 

1013 

S 

50 

76 

4 

1 

13 

18 

in ttiG Cuiiccisiis 

( Peace Footing, 

5 

1 

12 

72 j 

400 

IT 

473 

3 

40 

12 



4 

4 


Tlie Field and Staff consists of : 

1 Battalion Commander (Colonel or Lieiiteiiant-eolonel), 

1 Field officei^j charged with administration, etc., 

1 Battalion Adjutant, 

1 Battalion Qnartennaster, 

1 Battalion Paymaster, [(these offices are united in 

1 Battalion Instructor in Arms, f the Caucasus,) 

1 Bugler. 

The non-eoinhatant staff consists of a Senior and a Junior 
Surgeon, with the addition of a Chaplain and a Secretary in the 
battalions of the Guard and of the Caucasus. 

The battalions of the Guard have also a band, increasing their 
strength by 46 men. 

The non-combatant company contains the same classes of 
workmen as in a regiment, but fewer in number. 

Cavalry, 

The II Cavalry Divisions are composed of 2 divisions of the 
Guard, 14 of the Line, and 1 of the Caucasus. 

Each cavalry division of the Line is fomed of : 

1 Eegimeiit of Dragoons, 

1. Eeginient of. Lancers, 

1 Eegiment of Hussars, . 

1 Eegiinent of Don Cossacks. 
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TKe Cavalry Divisions of tlie Guard have at present an ex- 
ceptional organization. 

The 1st Division consists of : 

4 Eegiments of Cuirassiers, 

2 Eegiments of Don Cossacks* . 

The 2d Division consists of : 

2 Eegiments of Dragoons, 

2 Eegiments of Lancers, 

2 Eegiments of Hussars. 

It is proposed, however, to change this organization,, so .as 
to form 3 Divisions of the Guard, leaving the Cuirassiers in 
the 1st Division, and giving the 2d and 3d Divisions the 
same organization as in' the Line. ' This has not yet been 
done. 

The Caucasian Cavalry Division consists of 4 Eegiments of 
Dragoons, The regiments are numbered according to the 
above classification, 1 e., 1st to 14th' Dragoons, 1st to lEli 
Lancers, etc. Each Eegiment' is also known by the locality 
from which it comes, as for' instance The Dragoons of Astra- 
khan,” etc. ; and the majority of the regiments bear the iiaiiie 
of some prince or distinguished general, who is its honorary 
chief. 


Strength of a Camh'y Regiment {Four Squairom), 


FIELD 

AND 

STAFF. 

SQTJADEON OFFICEBS AND MEN. i 

1 

TOTAL 

COMBATANTS. 

NON- 

COMBA- 

TANTS. 

TRAIN. 

1 

e 

o 

Men. 

Majors. 

Captains. 

& 

s 

£ 

s 

£ 

Cornets. 

Sergeant-Majors, 

Volunteers. 

Sergeants. 

Quarter-master 

Sergeants. 

N. 0. Officers, 

g 

i 

1 

H 

I 

1 

r 

a 

Privates. 

O 

Men, 

1 

O 




8 

1 

4 

4 

ui 

4 

8 

4 

16 

16 

4 

44 

24 

16 

604 

ss 

T28 

593 

1 « 1 

141 

61 

16 


The above strength is maintained, both in peace and war, 
except in the train, which is reduced to 15 horses and 9 
wagons in time of peace. 

The Eegiments of the Guard have each a band, composed of 
1 leader and 24 iiiiisicians. 
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Tlie Field and Staff consists of : 

1 Eegimental Commander (Major-General in the Guards Colo- 

nel in the Line), 

2 Field Officers, one as. aid to the commander and the other 

charged with administration, etc., 

1 Eegimental Adjutant, 

1 Reghnental Quartermaster, 

1 Eegimental Paymaster, y 

1 Eegimental Instructor in Arms, ^ ^ 

1 Officer commanding non-combatants,^ 

1 Chief Trumpeter. 

Of non-combatants : 

1 Siii-geon, 

1 Assistant Surgeon, 

1 Yeterinary Surgeon, 

1 Secretary, 

1 Eiding-Master, 

1 Chaplain. 

The non-combatants below the grade of officer are as follows : 
1 Sergeant Major of non-combatant company, 

1 Eegimental Paymaster Sergeant, 

1 Eegimental Quartermaster Sergeant, 

10 Clerks (writers) of different classes, 

18 Medical N. C. officers of different classes, including vete- 
rinary surgeons, 

1 Inspector of Sick, 

8 Hospital Attendants, 

1 Leader of Choir, 

5 Armorers of different classes, 

1 Locksmith, 

2 Giinstock-makers, 

2 Carpenters, 

1 Wheelwright, 

5 Blacksmiths, 

5 Saddlers, 

22 Tailors and Bootmakers, 

10 Teamsters, 

47 'Officers’ Servants. 


141 
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Artillery. 

TEe 48 Artillery Brigades consist of 3 of the Gnardj 4 of 
Grenadiers, and 41 of the Line. Each is commanded by a 
major-general, under the orders of the commander of the in- 
fantry division, to which it is attached and of which it forms a 
part ; it also has the same number as its division ; e. g., The 
ITtli Artillery Brigade of the Line,” i. e., the aiiillery brigade 
belonging to the 17th infantry division of the Line. 

A Brigade of Foot Artillery consists of 6 batteries, the first 
three 9-pdrs., and the other three 4-pdrs. 

The horse batteries are attached to the Cavalry, 2 batteries to 
a division, under the orders of the Division Commander. The 
mountain batteries are attached to special corps for special ser- 
vice, The mitrailleuse batteries were formerly attached to the 
Artillery Brigades, the 6th Battery in each being composed of 
mitrailleuses; but this organization has now been superseded, 
and blit few mitrailleuse batteries remain, and they are attached 
for special purposes to special corps. 


Strength of a Battery of ATtiUery, 



No. of Guns. 

OFFICEE8. 

N. C. 

orrrcEES. 

PEIVATES. 

TOTAL COM- 
BATANTS. 

NON-COM- 

BATANTS. 

1 

o 

Captains. 

1 

1 

1 

Lieutenants. 

I 

Si 

(Q 

Ensigns. 

Sergeant-Majors. 

Volunteers. 

< 

f 

Trumpeters. 

Laboratory 

Bombardiers. 

Bombardiers. 

Gunners. 

Officers, 

i 

s 

Carriage*. 

Horses. 

Officers. 

•miM 

I 

1 

K 


War Footing 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


1 

2 

24 

4 

8 

50 

190 

6 

279 

80 

189 


38 

4 

IT 

%%■ 

Inc. Peace Footing. 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

.. 

1 

2 

19 

4 

8 

40 

150 

6 

224 

16 

88 


29 

4 

14 


' Peace Footing 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

" 

1 

2 

14 

4 

8 

30 

130 

6 

189 

6 

42 


29 

2 

6 

U 

£ War Footing 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

24 

4 

8 

40 

140 

6 

219 

20 

135 


87 

4 

IT 

o . 

Inc. Peace Footing. 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

19 

4 

8 

80 

110 

6 

1T4 

10 

71 


29 

4 

14 


' Peace Footing 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

14 

4 

s 

20 

100 

6 

149 

6 

84 


29 

2 

6 


War Footing 

8 

1 

1 

|l 

1 

1 

1 

t 

2 

24 

4 

8 

30 

110 

6 

179 


107 


87 

^4 

IT 


Inc. Peace Footing. 

8 

1 

1 

|1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

19 

4 

8 

20 

90 

0 

144 


71 


29 

4 

:14 


* Peace Footing 

4 

1 

1 

11 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

14 

4 

8 

20 

SO 

6 

129 


34 


29 

2 

1 6 


War Footing 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

'l 

1 

1 

2 

24 

4 

8 

50 

200 

7 

289 


2S9 


42 

4 

IT 

p.k' 

Inc. Peace Footing. 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

11 

1 

1 

2 

19 

4 

8 

40 

160 

7 

234 


214 


84 

4 

14 


' Peace Footing 

6 

1 

1 

.2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

14 

4 

8 

40 

160 

7 

229 


195 


84 

2 

: 6 

'd ffl ! 

£ War Footing 

8 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

24 

4 

8 

30 

135 

7 

206 


243 


61 



« g. 

; Inc. Peace Footing. 























o 

[ Peace Footing.. . . . 






1 ., 














. . ! 



























The non-combatants of a 4-pdr. horse battery consist of 2 
writers, 3 medical n. c. officers, 2 hospital attendants, 1 barber, 
14 saddlers, harness-makers, . caipenters, blacksmiths, etc., 12 
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teamsters, and 8 servants ; and , for other "batteries nearly the 
same, tlie difference being in the number of saddlers, etc. 

As tlie Don Oossacts form part of each Cavalry Division, in 
the proportion of 1 to 3 of regular cavalry, so the Don Cossack 
horse batteries foimi apart of the horse artillery in the same 
proportion ; i. e., there are 21 horse batteries of regulars and 7 
horse batteries of Don Cossacks, for the 28 batteries necessary 
for the 14: Divisions of Cavalry of the Line. Divisions 1 to ^ 
have both batteries of regulars ; divisions 8 to 14 have one bat- 
tery of regulars and one battery of Don Cossacks. There is, 
however, no difference between these batteries except in name. 

The 2d Cavalry Division of the Guard has three horse bat- 
teries (instead of two, as in the other Cavalry Divisions). 

Engineers. 

The Engineer Troops consist of Sappers and Pontoniers. Of 
the former there are 15 battalions (1 Guard, 1 Grenadier, 10 
Line and 3 Caucasus). Of the latter there are six Half -Batta- 
lions. In time of war there is also a Eailroad Battalion. 


Strength of a Sajpper Battalion {Four Cornpanies). 


War 

Peace 


FIELD 

AND 

STAFF. 


20 


TOTAL 

COMBA- 

TANTS. 


ilOlO 

702 


NON- 

COMBA- 

TANTS. 


I 


1241 60 I 18 
03; 12 i 8 


The Field and Staff consists of : 

1 Battalion Commander (Major-General in the Guard, Colo- 
nel in the Line), 

1 Field OfBcer, charged with administration, etc., 

1 Battalion Adjutant, 

1 Battalion Pajnnaster, 

1 Battalion Quartermaster, 

1 Battalion Instructor in Arms, 

1 Commander of non-combatants, 

1 Dmmmei*, 

1 Bugler. 


of rank below Captain ; 



STEIHCTH A¥D OEGANIZATION 0‘f LAND lOECES* 29 


Of non-eombatants : 

1 Senior Snrgeonj 
1 Junior Surgeon. 

Tlie non-eombatants below the grade of officer consist of : 
1 Battalion Storekeeper Sergeant, 

10 Clerks (writers) of various classes, 

■5 Medical N. 0. officers, including 1 veterinary, 

1 Inspector of Sick, 

6 Hospital Attendants (5 in time of peace), 

4 Barbers, 

7 Armorers of various classes, 

3 Gunstock-makers, 

3 Joiners, 

1 Carpenter, 

2 Turners, 

1 ’Wheelwright, 

4 Blacksmiths, 

2 Locksmiths, 

1 Harness-maker, 

40 Teamsters (10 in time of peace), 

33 Officers’ Servants. 

124 


Strength of a Pontonier Half Battalion {Two Companies), 



FIELB 

AND 

STAW. 

COMPANY. 

TOTAL 

COM- 

bat’ts. 

WON- 

COM- 

bat’ts. 

TBAIN. 

Captains, 

Second Captains. 

Lieutenants. 

1 

1 

w 

1 

1 

Sergeant-Majors, 

Volunteers* 

Storekeeper Sergeants. 

1 

s 

w 

Junior N. C. Officers, 

1 

ft 

4 

1 

6 

1 

Privates. 

MOUNTED. 

1 

e 

o 

Men, 

io 

I'o 

M'l ^ 

1 

h 

6 

g 

1 

Privates, 

Officers. 

g 

S 

Officers. 

a 

Horses. 

0 

War footing*. . 

8 

2 

2 

s 

2 

3 

1 

2 

8 

2 

8 

82 

4 

_ 

32 

2S6 4 ! S 

161 

116 

12 

520 

s 

; 68 

81 

'9 

Peace footing* 

8 

2 

2 

2 



2 




1 

2 

s! 

16 

4 

[82: 

2181. 

■■1 


12 

292^ 

1 

^ 51 

6 

'n 


The Field and Stafi consists of : 

1 Battalion Commander (Colonel), 

1 Battalion Adjutant, , . ) of rank below 

1 Battalion Paymaster and Quartermaster, ) Captain ; 

1 Drummer, 

1 Trumpeter, 
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And of non-comtatants : 

1 Secretary, 

2 Surgeons (1 in time of peace). 


Strength of a Railroad Battalion {Fowr Companies). 


MELD 

AND 

STAFF. 

COMPAHY.. j 

TOTAL 

COMBA- 

TANTS. 

sroN- 

OOMBA- 

^1-ANTS. 

TBAIM, 

i 

1 

O 

Men. 1 

Captains. j 

Swiond Captains. 

Lieutenants. 

Sub-Lieutenants. 

Ensigns. 

Sergeant-Majors. 

^ j Storekeeper Ber- 
1 geants. 

d 

1^ 

Sl 

Junior N. C. 
Officers. 

1 

1 

I 

1 

j Privates. 

j Officers. 

S 

% { 

j Officers. 

Men, 

Horses. 

j Wagons, 

5 

2 


2 

6 

5 


4 

16 

56 ! 

8 

80 1 

820 

25 

990 

1 ^ 

1 79 

69 1 

1 16 


The Field and Staff consists of : 

1 Battalion Commander (Colonel), 

1 Field officer, charged with administration, etc., 
1 Battalion Adjutant, 

1 Battalion Paymaster, 

1 Battalion Quartermaster. 

And of non-combatants : 

1 Secretary, 

2 Surgeons. 

The Battalion exists only in time of war. 


Staff of cm Army Corps, 


Commander^ general or lieutenant-general 

Personal aides-de-camp 

Chief of Staffs major-general 

Officers of the general staff 

Chief of Artillery^ major-general 

Officers of artillery 

Chief Intendant 

Chief Sitrgeon .... 

Writers and other men on special duty 

Servants ' 

Teamsters. 

Wagons and Horses ” . . 

Total 


Generals. 

Other 

Officers. 

Civilian 

Officials, 

Enlisted 

Men, 

1 

1 

1 



- 




8 


^ 



1 







7 





1 







8 





, . 


1 






1 







19 






2T 





• • 

6 







‘e ■ 

23 

3 

18 

2 

52 

6 

28 


In addition to the above, an^ engineer officer is detailed as 
Chief Engineer of the Corps if there is any need for Ms services ; 
and a certain ' number of lieutenants, usually from 4 to 6, are 
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temporarily detailed from the troops of tlie corps as Orderly 
Officers,” to carry messages, etc. An Independent Army Ooips 
— ^being in fact a small army: — ^has tlie same staff as an army, 
and. only sligMly inferior to it in numbers. As prescribed 
in tbe order of ITovember, 1816, it nnmbers in all 6 Generals, 
46 otlier officers, 122 officials, 169 enlisted men, 28 wagons, and 
116 liorses. 


Staff of an Infantry Bimsion. 



During tlie campaign there were in addition to tbe above 
a certain number (from 3 to 5) of company officers detailed 
for temporary duty as ‘^Orderly officers,” to carry orders, 
etc. . 

Tbe Staff of a Brigade consists of tlie Major-General 
commanding, a Brigade Adjutant, 1 writer and 4 servants. 
Tbe adjutant is cbosen from among tbe company officers of 
tbe brigade, and is only temporarily detached from bis regi- 
ment. 

From wliat has preceded we are now able to compute the 
regulation strength of an army corps, composed of 3-battalion 
regiments, in time of war. 


Strength of an Army Corps : 


] 

OEGANIZA- 

TXON. 

COMBATANTS. 

NON-COMBATANTS. 

Battalions, 

Batteries, 

lA 

c 

g 

«3 

k 

Generals, 

2 

1 

O 

§ 

I 

GJ 

1 

1 1 

; K 

Offlcisls, 

a 

i 

Wagons, 

g 

1 Corps Staff- 


i2 

2 

\ is 

3 1 
C 

2 

8 

18 

614 

123 

14 

, i 



2 

50 

6 

20 

52 

1,162 

4S6 

520 

84 

6: 
842 1 
48 i 
71 
8 

23 
1,456 
204 
288 
„ 34 

2 Divisions Infantry 

2 Brig’ades Foot Artillery 

1 Division Cavalry ........... 

2 Horse Batteries 

. Total 

24 

24,648 

2,TSS 

8,057 

578 

'96 

1,944 
2,652 
578 1 

24 

14 

\1b 

1 14 

sS 

81,071 

_ 

5,174 I 

78 

2,804 

475 

2,006 
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An Army Corps composed of 4-battalioii regiments lias 32 
battalionSj 872 officers and 88,879 men of combatants, and 86 
officials and 3,024 men of non-combatants otherwise as in tlie 
preceding table. 

TMs completes the data of the fighting strength of the Field 
Troops. The figures have all been taken from the book of 
Colonel Martiaiiof, mentioned in the Preface, and are coirect 
according to the regulations in force at the end of the year 1878. 
From this data we are able to com23ute the total strength of the 
Field Army, as given in the following table : 

Strength of the Russian Field Army. 


OEGANIZATION. 



Divisions. 

Brigades, 

Regiments. 

Battalions. 

1 

% 

m 

Batteries. 

0 

ZS 

O 

;z5 H 
1 

f Guard,. 

Grenadiers 

“ (Caucasus).,.. 

Line 

“ (Caucasus) 

( Guard 

EuaKS.*^ Line 

( “ (Caucasus). 

8 

8 

1 

85 

6 

6 

6 

2 

70 

12 

1 

6 

1 

12 

12 

4 

140 

24 

48 

86 

16 

420 

96 

4 

24 

4 



.... 

Total Infantey. . . 

1 ( Onard 

Line 

0 <! ( “ (Caucasus) 

Total Cayaley 

, f ( Guard 

^ 1 roOT.. Grenadiers.. 

UU] 

Total Artillery. , . 

^ g j Guard 

1 w Grenadiers 

( Line 

48 

2 

14 

1 

104 

6 

28 

2 

192 

12 

56 

4 

648 

52 

252 

16 


.... 

11 

86 

3 

4 

41 

12 


820 

18 

24 

246 

5 

80 

144 

382 

1,963 

80 

180 


48 

*5 

*’ 

1 

1 

IT 


323 

2,614 

as . 

« k, 

HOG 

Total Engineers. . 

i 20 Corps Staffs... 

•< 64 Division Staffs 

( 391 Brigade Staffs 


6 


19 



. . . 

ToTiU. Staff 



- 

. . 



. . , 

Total Field Army.| 

•• 

1 •• 1 

%m 

m 

m 

2,514 



Strength of ths B^lssicm Field Army — Continued. 
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llilitary Estahlishments. 

: Having now given tlie numbers of tlie troops wlio do tlie 
actual figliting, we come to that class who provide them with 
the means therefor, take part in special operations, or care for 
their wants in sickness and in health. A part of them might be 
■classed as combatants and a part as non-combatants, but there is 
no great significance in this , division ; they are all troops destined 
for special duties. They are as follows : 

r 1. The Field Engineer Parks. 

Eimineers. ] The Siege Engineer Parks. 

^ [ 3. The Field Telegraph Parks. 

' 4. The Field Ammunition Parks. 

5. The Siege Artillery Parks. 

6. The Mobile Artillery Workshops. 

7. The Mobile Laboratory Workshops. 

8. The Ammunition Depots. 

9. The Field Hospitals. 

10. The Mobile Division Hospitals. 

11. The Mobile Dispensaries. 

Intendance. — The Intendance Transport. 

Engineef Paries, 

There are in all 5 Field Engineer Parks (order of January 27 
[February 8], 1877), 2 Siege Engineer Parks, and 9 Field Tele- 
graph Parks (order of Hovember 13 [25], 1876.) The first keep 
the Sapper Battalions supplied with the recpiisite tools for their 
special duties in the field ; the second supply the engineer tools 
required in a siege ; the third supply the material and perform 
the service of the field telegraph, each park having 100 kilome- 
tres (62T4 miles) of wire. 



Artillery j 
(Ordnance). I 


Medical. 1 
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Strength of an Migineer Park — OoBtiiined. 
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Ammtmition Parks. 

Tlie Ammimition Parks are charged with keeping tlie troops 
(Artillery, Infantry, and Cavalry) suj)plied with aminnnition of 
all kinds. According to the new organization (March 22 
[April 3], 18'77,) there are : 

17 Flying Parks for Cavalry Divisions, * 

7 Flying Parks for Eifie Brigades, 

48 Flying Parks for Infantry Di^dsions (with 130 four-wheeled 
caissons, or 124 two-vdieeled caissons), 

48 Mobile Parks for Infantry Divisions, 

8 Siege Artillery Parks. 


Strength of Ammimitio7i Parks. 
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Hospitals. 

There are in all 84 Field Hospitals and .64 Division Hospitals 
(one for each Division of Infantry and Cavahy). 
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Strength of a Mos^pital m Time of War. 


Field Hospital. 

Bivision Hospital.. 

Mobile Dispensary. 
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Intendance Transport 

TMs lias no existence in time of peace, and in time of war 
is provided for according to circnnistances under the direction 
of the Cliief Intendant of the Army. Oxcarts or horse carts are 
nsnally hired for the service at so much a month. They are 
divided into divisions of 350 wagons each, and to each division 
are assigned a few suhoflEicials, responsible for the property trans- 
poifed, and a squad of Cossacks as an escort, greater or less in 
size according to circumstances. 

The Mobile Artillery "Workshops, Ammunition Depots, etc., 
are formed in rear of the army, and have an organization and 
strength dependent upon the circumstances of the case. It is 
from them that the Parks receive their ammunition, implements, 
etc,, etc. 

LOCAL TEOOPS. 

Garrisons of Fortresses mid Fortified Points. 

The Garrison Troops consist in time of peace of, 

24 Infantry Battalions, 

55 Artillery Companies. 

In time of war each Battalion may be increased to a Eegiment 
of ; 4 battalions. Although these troops are primarily intended 
for the defense of the fortified points, yet they may be used 
elsewhere in case of emergency. 
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Strength of Garrison Infantry. 
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The artillery companies are of various classeSy according to 
loealitjj having 150, 200, 25 O 3 and 300 privates in time of peace, 
and 300 and 400 in time of war ; the number of officers is 5 in 
time of peace and 6 in time of war, and the non-comiiiissioried 
officers vary from 45 to 15 in the various classes. In time of 
war new companies may be formed, carrying the total number 
up to 91. It is proposed to have a new organization of 50 
companies in time of peace, each of which in time of war 
should become a battalion ; but this has not yet been aceom- 
plished. 


Frontier Troops in Asia (Linia Bataliona), 

These consist of 
7 Battalions in the Caucasus, 

2 “ Orenburg, 

17 Turkestan, 

4 West Siberia, 

6 East Siberia. 

They perform garrison or other service in those remote 
localities. The Battalions in the Caucasus have 4 companies 
each, and their strength and organization is the same as that of 
a battalion of 4 Companies in the field army (p. 23), with the 
addition of the Staff of the Battalion ; i. e., it consists of 21 offi- 
cers and 1,014 men in time of war, and 17 officers and 474 men 
in time of peace. The other Battalions have 5 Companies each, 
and the sanae organization as such a Battalion in the Field Army 
(p; 23), Their strength is 26 officers and 1,026 men in war, and 
21 officers and 597 men in peace. 
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Strength of Frontier Trocrps. 
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Stationary Troops (Maestnia Voiska). 

These arej properly speaking, the local troops ; i,e .5 they 
remain under all circtimstances in the same locality. They 
comprise : a, troops remaining in localities whence the active 
troops have left for the field ; 5, police ; guards and watch- 
men; cZ, ^t>appe and escort troops; various detachments in 
Europe, in the remote provinces, on the frontiers to prevent 
smuggling, etc., etc. In other countries they w’’ould be consid- 
ered rather as civil employees than as part of the army. 

In all they comprise 

9 Local Cadre Battalions, each of which in time of war may 
be raised to a regiment of 4 battalions ; 8 of them in 
Europe and 1 in the Caucasus. 

68 Local Battalions (of which 23 are in the Oaiieasns and Asia). 
582 Local Detachments, of different strength and organization 
(of which 114 are in the Caucasus and Asia). 

Without attempting to give the various organizations and 
location of these troops, it is enough to say that in time of peace 
they number 15,000 men, and in time of war may be increased 
to 133,000. 

, Special Omps, 

, Of the same nature as these troops just mentioned, i. e., not 
contributing to the real strength of the army, are the following 
special corps : 

1. Palace Grenadiers. 

2. Garrison Body-Guards. 

3. Pensioners of the Guard. 

4. Gendarmerie corps. 

The Palace Grenadiers form a company consisting of 8 offi- 
cers, 16 non-commissioned officers, 142 gi*enadiers, and 16 clerks, 
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servants, etc. They perform guard duty at the Winter Palace 
in St. Petershnrg, and at the Kremlin in Moscow. 

The Grarnson Body-Guards perform similar service at the 
various imperial buildings in St. Petersburg. The organization 
is that of a battalion, with 20 officers and 558 non-commissioned 
officers and men. 

The Pensioners of the Guard consist of old soldiers of spe- 
cially meritorious service ; they are distributed among the vari- 
ous regiments of the guard, and perform nominal light duty as 
long as they are capable of it. In aU, they number 31 officers 
and 1,132 non-commissioned officers and men. AU three of 
these bodies are in fact pensioners, formed of old soldiers who 
have passed their lives in the army and performed exceptional 
service. 

The Corps of Gendarmes, or military j)olice, consists of 271 
officers, 17 officials, and 4,163 men. The officers are chosen from 
the field and regimental officers of the army, of not less than 5 
years of service. The men ai’e chosen from soldiers of excep- 
tional intelligence and good character, who have completed 
their 6 years of service with their regiments. The Corps is 
divided into varions detachments stationed in different parts of 
the empire. 


THE EESEEVE. 

The Eeserve consists of those soldiers who have passed 6 
years on dnty with their regiments, and who have then been 
placed on furlough for the remaining 9 years of their military 
service. IJp to the beginning of the war these men had no 
definite organization in time of peace, except a Cadre Battalion 
for the Eeserve Eegiment of the Guard ; they were simply held 
liable to be called upon at any moment for active service in one 
of the following categories : 

1. To fill up the Active Eegiments to war strength. 

2. To form Ersatz* Battalions. 

^ The Oeman word JSrsaiz has now passed into all languages with a definite 
technical meaning; the Ersatz troops are those which fill up the vacancies caused 
by death or other causes among the troops at the front. The proper English word 
would be recruit ; but recruits in English are generally understood to be raw um. 
trained men, whereas the Ersatz troops are in great part old soldiers. 
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3. To form Reserve* BattaHons. ' 

According to tlie original scheme under which the Russian 
army is organized, that of January 1st (13th), 1874, the reserve 
soldiers would in time of war, besides filling the whole army up 
to war strength, form 
192 Infantry Battalions, 

Y Rifle Battalions, 

66 Squadrons, 

48 Boot Batteries, 

3 Horse Batteries, 

5 Sapper Battalions, 

that is, in the proportion of 1 battalion for each regiment of In- 
fantry or brigade of rifles or sappers, 1 squadron for each cav- 
alry regiment, and 1 battery for each artillery brigade, in the 
field ; and also 

4 Battalions (1 Regiment) of Infantry of the 

Guard, 

164 Infantry Battalions of the Line, 

112 Squadrons, 

44 Batteries, 

5 Sapper companies, 
which would be organized into Divisions and form an army in 
itself, equal in strength to one fourth of that akeady in the field 
(one half in the cavalry arm). 

In order that this scheme should work itself out in all its 
details (i. e., that the Ersatz and Reserve should all be old sol- 
diers), 9 years should have elapsed. The non-commissioned 
officers and privates of the Active Army number in time of peace, 
in round numbers, 540,000 men, in time of war 810,000. Dis- 
regarding, for the sake of simplicity, the local troops of all 
kinds, the annual contingent for the active army is something 
under 100,000 men. At the end of 9 years there would there- 
fore be 6 contingents on duty with the colors, and 9 contingents 
at hand in the Reserve. Owing to deaths in the mean time, 
these latter may he considered as numbering 800,000 men. At 
the outbreak of war these 800,000 men would be disposed of as 
follows : 

* Reserve troops have notlimg to do with the troops at the front, but have their 
own organization, and are ready to take the field if necessary. In that ease their 
losses would be supplied from the Ersatz.- 


y of Reserve ; 

I 


!>• of Ersatz ; 
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1. 

To fill up the active army to war strength 

330,000 


/ 204 Battalions. . , 

.. 210,000) 


2.' 

56 Squadrons . . 

. , 10,000 > Total Ersatz 

...... 236,000 


( 51 Batteries 

.. 16,000; 



/ 167 Battalions. . . 

.. 170,000) 


S. 

112 Squadrons.. . 

, . 18,000 t Total Reserve 

200,000 


( 44 Batteries 

, . 12,000 } 



Total 


766,000 


That is to say, the Active Army would be filled up to its war 
strength of 870,000 men, it would have its Ersatz troops capable 
of supplying its losses to the extent of 25 per cent., and there 
would be another army of 200,000 men in reserve and ready for 
use wherever required. 

Such is, in outline, the plan of the organization of 1874. 

It is now interesting to see how this plan was put into prac- 
tical operation in the last war. 

The first call under the new system having been made in 
the autumn of 1874, only three contingents had been set free 
before the outbreak of the war, viz., those of January Ist, 1875, 
1876, and 1877 ; there were therefore, at the most, 300,000 re- 
serve soldiers disposable. But on the other hand all the Army 
was not mobilized. Up to July 1st, 1877, there had been mo- 
bilized much less than half of it, as follows : 


Ie Europe 


In tlie Caucasus. -[ 


14 Infantry Divisions 
2 Eifle Brigades . . . 
1 Cavalry Divisions 
14 Artillery Brigades 
4 Infantry Divisions 

1 Rifle Brigade 

1 Cavalry Division. 
4 Artillery Brigades 


Total., -j 


244 Battalions, 

100 Squadrons (exclusive 
of Cossacks), 

108 Batteries. 


To increase these troops from peace to war strength re- 


quired 125,000 111611 , 

and at the same time it was necessary to form 
61 Battalions, \ 

25 Squadrons, V of Ersatz, requiring 70,000 “ 

18 Batteries, ) 

Total . 195,000 « 


thus leaving about 105,000 men of the reserve still available. 
But in the month of August a further mobilization was made of 
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The Guard 

The Grenadiers 

4 Divisions of the Line in Europe 

8 Divisions of the Line in the Caucasus 


V Total. 


184 BattalionSj 
28 Squadrons (exclusive of 
Cossacks), 

'IS Batteries ; 


and this mobilization necessitated the formation of 
46 Battalions, | 

7 Squadrons, > of Ersatz, 

13 Batteries, ) 

To complete the war strength of the troops ordered to be 
mobilized required 100,000 men, and for the Ersatz about 55,000 
men. This alone would more than absorb the rest of the re- 
serve on hand. 

But in addition to all this there were ordered to be formed 
52 Battalions, ] « 

13 Batteries, | «< 

which would require 55,000 men; and it was also in contempla- 
tion to order the formation of more battalions of reserve (as was 
ill fact subsequently done)."^ As there were not enough reserv- 
ists (i. e., old soldiers) to satisfy all these demands, recourse was 
had to the Militia, of which the first class (188,600 men) was called 
out by Imperial Ukase dated July 10th ( 22 d )5 ISI'T, in accordance 
with art. 39 of the Eegnlations. These men, having never seen 
military service, were at once incorporated into the Ersatz for 
instruction, while the reserve battalions were formed of the old 
soldiers already in the Ersatz. Subsequently new reserve bat- 
talions were ordered to be formed, nntil at the conclusion of peace 
there were 96 battalions and 32 batteries, forming 8 divisions 
of reserves, with 8 artillery brigades of 4 batteries each. These 
troops were formed in part of the original contingents of reserves 
(old soldiers) and in part of the Militiamen after they had passed 
a certain time in the Ersatz. These reserve divisions were con- 
centrated near the frontier, and three of them passed over into 
Eoumania, for service along the Kne of communications of the 
army in Bulgaria, and also to be prepared for any emergency 
which might have arisen at that uncertain tiine.f 

* The above figures make no pretense to exact accuracy, but are intended simply 
to illustrate the working of the reserve system as applied to the Field Troops. The 
same principles would obtain for the Local Troops. 

f Had Austria declared war after the treaty of San Stefano, Russia could im- 
mediately have put into the field against her 10 divisions of the Active army and 
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MeanwHle tlie Ersatz depots began in. tbe month, of Aiignstj 
ISTTj to send forward sqnads of men to replace the losses already 
incurred in Bulgaria. At first these were wholly reservists (old 
soldiers) ; but as soon as the militia men had been clothedj 
armed^ and received their first instruction in drill at the depots^, 
the reservists were retained to form reserve divisions and the 
militia men were sent forward to the fields and a steady stream 
of them kept arriving throughout the campaign, and in fact (for 
the troops of occupation) continues to this moment (December, 
1878 ). 

The practical results of this system were most excellent. 
Eegiments were now and then almost annihilated in the bloody 
battles around Plevna, but a month or six weeks afterward they 
were again at their full strength; and there was always the 
leamn of old soldiers^ who had survived the battles, to prevent 
the regiment from being a mere collection of raw recruits. 

The Ersatz Troops and Depots are under the orders of the 
general commanding the military circumscription in which they 
are situated. “When a division (or part of it) has lost men in a 
campaign, its chief makes a requisition upon the commander of 
the army for men to fill his division up to its normal strength ; 
from the army commander this goes to the Minister of War, who 
orders the general commanding the circumscription from which 
the division comes to furnish the men. They are sent forward 
to the army commander, and by him sent to the division, where 
they are distributed to the regiments and so on. Should that 
particular circumscription have already furnished its full quota, 
then the demand is made upon another. The army com- 
mander always has the authority to distribute the men, on their’ 
arrival, where they are most needed ; but in general an effort 
is made to assign the men to the regiments of the localities from 
which they come. 

We thus see that up to the beginning of the recent war the 
Eeserve had never been organized at all ; that during the war a 
portion of it was formed with an organization of a division of 

these 8 divisloES of the Keserve amiy, which, with their artillery and cavalry, would' 
have made a force of over 200,000 men, and could also have formed the remaining 
8 Eeserve divisions, or 100,000 more ; and this without moving a man from Turkey 
or the Black Sea coast. To have found the money for their maintenance would, 
however, have required great sacrifices. 
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12 battalions (not organized into regiments) and of i batteries. 
Eiglit sncli divisions were formed, bat tbe organization, was 
wliolly temporary. During the months of June and July, ISIS, 
3 more reserve divisions were formed, but with an organiza- 
tion of 4 regiments, of 4 battalions each, to a division; and at 
the same time reserve divisions Kos. 5 to 8 had their organiza- 
tion changed from that of 12-battalion divisions to that of 4- 
regimeiit divisions. Keserve divisions Nos. l to 4 being in 
service near the armies (1, 2, and 4 in Bulgaria, ^ and 3 in Arme- 
nia), their temporary organization remains up to the present 
time (December, 1878). 

In the month of September, 1878, the definite plan for the 
organization of the Reserve was promulgated from the War 
Office. It prescribes that in time of peace there will exist 96 
cadre battalions, of a strength of 13 officers and 464 men ; each 
of these Battalions to consist of 5 companies ; in time of war each 
company is to be developed into a battalion, 4 battalions forming 
a regiment for active service, and the 5th battalion remaining at 
home as Ersatz. These 96 regiments vill form 24 divisions of 
16 battalions each, or 384 battalions, and also the 96 battalions 
of Ersatz ; i. e., in all, 480 battalions, or a half million of men. 
As the mobilization of the Active Army and the formation of its 
Ersatz require, as we have seen, 565,000 men, leaving only 
235,000 available of the 9 annual contingents of Reserve, recourse 
would have to be made at once to the Militia in order to organ- 
ize these Reserve Divisions and their Ersatz, if this scheme were 
fully carried out. But of course it never can be. In another 
war we should see the same thing happen as in the last — a por- 
tion of the Active Army mobilized, its Ersatz formed, and then a 
certain portion of the Reserve Army mobilized, or more properly 
speaking organized; and the number of these would depend 
upon the circumstances and requirements of the case. Russia 
has men for military service in almost unlimited numbers, but 
lack of money and lack of officers must always put a limit in 
practice to this organizing of men by the half million. The 
fundamental principles of the Reserve, however — i. e., the Ersatz 
to fill up the losses in the field, and the Reserve Divisions to form 
a second army, greater or less in,size— will be put in practical 
application in every war; and in time of peace the perniaiieiit 
organization of the reserve will, in connection vdtli the increas- 
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The Cesarevitch is the Ataman (headman) of all the Oossacksj 
blit each tribe has its own “Nakazny Ataman (deputy head- 
man), who manages all its aj0Eairs. Upon the recommendation 
of the Minister of War, the Emperor orders the Ataman to 
furnish the number of men required for any given year, 
and the Ataman takes all the measures necessary for that pur- 
pose. 

In fact the general distinction between the Cossacks and the 
so-called regular troops may be said to consist in the fact that 
the Cossacks manage their own affairs, -whereas in the regular 
regiments the Government manages everything for them. The 
Cossack populations pay no taxes, and in return render military 
service without pay. The Government furnishes a Cossack his 
arms and ammunition, but everything else he provides for him- 
self -vheii in service. The Government gives him an allowance 
in lieu of rations and forage, but his horse, his saddle, liis uiiiforin 
and his equipments are all his owii property. As of course it 
often happens in Avar that there is nothing to be bought outside 
the army, then the Cossacks put their money in the hands of 
their Colonel, AAho purchases from the Intendaiice. 

The Cossacks of the Don and of the Ural are fishermen and 
farmers in ordinary times. Their life is in a measure eommii- 
iiistic, and the affairs of each village or community are directed 
by the headman of the village for the common good, each hav- 
ing the benefit of his owm labor. They are fine horsemen, ex- 
pert swimmers, good shots, and skilKul boatmen. Those of the 
Caucasus are for the most part rather wild mountain tribes. 
They are extremely bold riders and accurate shots ; they train 
their horses to lie down and keep quiet, Avhile they fire over them, 
then to get up quickly and go off at a rapid galop. Like our 
Indians, they also train their horses to stand still and graze, Avliile 
they dismount, Avalk off some distance, and fire ; the horses do 
not need to be held or tied. 

During the recent war, for the first time, Caucasian Cos- 
sacks were employed by Eussia in Europe, one regiment of 
Kuban and one of Vladikavkas forming the Caucasian Cossack 
Brigade, of AAdiich frequent mention wdll be found in the folloAV- 
iiig pages. Althougli w^ell instructed in drill, their greatest use- 
fulness w’^as ill following up a disorderly retreat, Avlieii they cut 
down the fugitives Avithout mercy. After the battle of Lovtcha 
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they followed the flyi^ig Turks and sahred 3,000 of them — ^nearly 
twice their own number. While Groiirko was crossing the Bal- 
kans, just before the battle of Tashkossen, this brigade de- 
scended into the Sophia valley, captured a train of some 200 
wagons, and sabred the last man of the two or three companies 
forming its escort. Again, after the dispersion of Suleiman 
Pasha’s army at Philippopolis, they followed it into the moun- 
tains close upon its heels, and cut down every straggler. On 
the other hand, at the second battle of Plevna (July 30th), a 
half dozen sotnias of these Caucasians, under Skobeleff, fighting 
on foot, held their own aU day against a brigade of Turkish in- 
fantry ; and at the assault of Kars, some sotnias, arriving on foot 
about 1 A. M., decided the caj)ture of Foif Kanly. But, as far 
as my experience with the brigade went, they are not naturally 
cruel ; they are perfectly docile and honest with their friends, 
and completely subject to discipline. What distinguishes them 
princij)ally from the ordinary Eussian soldiers of the Line 
is their individuality. The infantry soldier expects to have 
everything arranged for him and to receive orders for every- 
thing in detail ; left to his own resources, he is almost helpless. 
On the other hand, the Caucasian Cossack is never so well off or 
so useful as when thrown entirely upon his own resources, with 
only general instructions ; he never fails to find food for him- 
self and horse ; he invariably has on his saddle a miscellaneous 
collection of odds and ends, comprising everything that is ne- 
cessary for his personal comfort at all times ; and he is unusually 
well trained in everything which goes with us by the name of 
plains craft.” 

The Cossacks of the Don have these same qualities, but in 
a much less degree ; and it is probable that their indivi duality 
has been somewhat injured by their assimilation to regular troops. 
They are at present simply Hght cavalry, and differ from the 
Lancers little but in name. 

The Squadrons are known by the name of sotnias (sig- 
nifying hundred”), and vary in strength from 100 to 
200 men; the Don regiments have 6 sotnias, the others some- 
times. 6, and sometimes .4. The foot troops are all rifle, batta- 
lions,.: known as plastounes . . The . organization ' of . Cossacks 
..and their total, strength are given in the tables on the following 
page. 
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Organization of Cossacks. 


Cmalry, 

Don CosBack Eegiment of the Guard 1 1 g ;;;;;; 

Don Cossack Eeiariment of the Line, 6 sotnias 

Kiiban-Siberia-ural-Cossaek Eegiment, 6 sotnias 

Transbaftal-Astrakhan-Terek-Oossack Eegiment, 4 sotnias . . . 

Orenburg Cossack Regiment, 6 sotnias 

Semiriatcbensk Cossack Regiment, 6 sotnias 

Amoor Cossack Regiment, 4 sotnias 

Ural Squadron of the Guard 

If^antry. 

Kuban and Transbaikal Rifle Battalion, 6 sotnias. 

Amoor Rifle Battalion 


Artillery. 

Don Cossack Battery (same as in Regular Army). . 
Kuban-Terek-Transbaikal Cossack Battery -j 
Orenburg Cossack Battery 


COMBATANTS. 

NON" 

COMBATANTS. 

1 

O 

“i 

1 

s 

1 

a 

a 

o 


i 

i 

68 

96 

25 

960 

4 

m 

64 

88 

64 

25 

640 

4 

57 

48 

21 

86 

19 

T68 

1 

57 

18 

21 

56 

19 

798 

1 

29 


16 

88 

13 

532 

1 

22 


20 

88 

. . 

8t0 


2 

22 

20 

60 

18 

798 

i 

2 


9 

84 

9 

632 


14 


T 

18 

4 

180 


2 

*8 

44 j 

65 

26 

600 

1 

21 


12 

82 

20 

920 


16 


T 

S7 

4 

258 

1 

42 i 

9 

7 

25 

4 

256 I 

1 

87 

9 

T 

11 

4 

86 

' 1 

81 

9 

e 

20 

4 

178 





Total Strength of the Cossacks. 


MAXIMUM STBENOTH IN TIME 


OEDINABY 8THENGTH IN TIME 


OP WAB. 


OP PEACE. 


VOISSKO. 


Of the Don. 

Of Kuban (Caucasus) 

Of the Terek (Caucasus)... . 

Of Astrakhan (the Volga) , . . 
Of the Ural 

Of Orenburg 

Of Semiristchensk 

Of (West) Siberia 

Of the Transbaikal (East Si- 
beria) 

Of the Amoor 

Total 


Battalions, j 

i 

Batteries. 1 

Officers. 

Men. 

. s 

II 

a 

Battalions, j 

1 

■1 

& 

t» 

Batteries. j 

1 

§ 

i 

A 

42 

• 1 

ll 

'g 

6 


872 


1,366 

55,542 

4,568 


124 


878 

18,189 

1,620 



22 

154 

6,853 

924 



8 

66 

1,383 

272 

6 



264 

4,146 

182 

2 



88 

1,382 

44: 


184 


658 

26,690 

930 


64 


444 

9,230 

830 



5 

35 

1,425 

235 



5 

85 

605 

205 


6i 


SSI 

8,995 

850 


2i 


156 

3,065 

120 



2 

14 

570 

94 



2 

14 

203 

82 


i2 


46 

1,749 

69 


4: 


30 

683 

23 


55 


194 

8,007 

275 

, 

19 


182 

2,769 

96 


102l 


840 

14,416 

403 


30 


101) 

4,240 

220 



8 

43 

1,616 




4 

24 

606 



'ii' 


40 

1,763 

"h 


*i2 


40 

1,762 

’*’6 


54; 


878 

7,857 

270 1 


18 


126 

2,619 

90 

9 



896 

6;219 

198 

3 


.. 

182 

2,078 

66 


*24 


90 

8,493 

188 


'*8 


60 

1,163 

46 



i‘2 

14 

570 

94 



’2 

14 

SOS 

82 

*2 



i 24 

3,044 

83 

*2 



24 j 

2,044 

82 


3 


18 

1,150 

28 


"s 


18 

1,150 

28 

17 

S8d 

89 

4,309 

152, mT 

8,751 


”ios 

;2i 

2,371 

5<3,621 

8,361 


In addition to tlie above there is the personal escort of the 
Emperor^ consisting of 4 Squadrons, formed of detacliments 
from each of the tribes of the Caucasus. >. 

The Crimeans and Bashkirs form only one regiment alto- 
gether. 


4 
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The native militia of the Caucasus forms a body of wholly 
irregular troops^ furnishing their own arms, horses, etc., and 
wealing their own costumes. They are never employed ex- 
cept in the localities from which they come, and for the pur- 
pose of police duty and suppressing insurrections rather than 
with troops in war. They consist of — 

The Daghestan Mounted Eegiment, 6 sotnias ; 

The Kiitais Mounted Eegiment, 5 sotnias ; 

The Kuban Militia, 1 sotnia ; 

The Terek Militia, 11 sotnias ; 

The Daghestan Militia, 11 sotnias ; 

The Georgian Druhjina (Battalion), 4 sotnias ; 

The Gurian Foot sotnia, 1 sotnia. 


eeoapitulation. 

The table on the following page gives a summary of the 
military forces of Eussia on land. These forces comprise — 

1. A. Field Army ^ numbering 560,000 men in time of peace, 
which can readily be expanded to 900,000 men in time of war. 
This army forms a unit ready for offensive or defensive service 
in the field. 

2. A force of Zoml Troops^ numbering 150,000 men in time 
of peace, which can be expanded to 325,000 men in time of war. 
This force is used for home service, to gamson fortresses, fron- 
tiers, etc. 

3. A force of Cossacks^ or irregular horsemen, numbering 
42,000 men in time of peace, which can be expanded to 143,000 
men in time of war. They are used as auxiliaries to the field 
amy. 

4. A Reserve of Trained Soldiers^ numbering something 
over 1,000,000 men, who are on furlough in time of peace, but 
are called upon in time of war — 

First, To fill up the Active Army to its war strength. 

Second, To fill up the Local Troops to war strength. 

Third, To form the Eeserve Army. 

Fonrth, To form Ersatz troops at the depots, whence they 
are sent as needed to the troops in the field to replace their 
losses in battle. 

5. A Militia^ comprising all members of the able-bodied 
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male population, between twenty and forty years of age, wbo 
have not seen military service. These are drafted by classes, as 
required, into the Ersatz when the Eeserve is not sufficient in 
numbers to meet the demands made upon it. 



* 14,000 Cossacks of the Don (14 Eegiments of Cavalry and T Batteries of Artillery) form part of 
the Field Army at all times, and are included in it in the above table. The total number of Cos- 
sacks is 15T,000 in time of war, and 66,000 in time of peace. 
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AEMAMENT AND EQUIPMENT* 

Aemament. — 1. Infantry, 

In 1867 two projects were presented to the Eussian Govern- 
ment for the conversion of the muzzle-loading rifleSj model of 
1856, which were then in service, into breech-loaders. The first 
of these was the invention of a Swede named Earle, who offered 
the same kind of mechanism as had been adopted in the Swedish 
armj, viz., a sliding bolt and needle, in connection with a paper 
cartridge, after the fashion of the original Ohassepot and needle- 
guns. Some 200,000 guns were altered on this system. 

But not long afterward a second system was proposed by an 
Austrian armorer named Krenk, which, having the advantage 
of a metallic cartridge, immediately superseded that of Kaiie ; 
the system was adopted, and over a million of guns were con- 
verted. With this Krenk-converted rifle all the troops of the 
Line in Europe were armed during the late war. The breech 
mechanism consists of a block (J, Fig. 1) turning to the left 
around an axis (<?) parallel to that of the barrel ; when closed 
the block rests against two shoulders, on the right and on the 
left, forming part of the breech-piece, which is screwed to the 
barrel ; the recoil is taken up by these shoulders. This gun is 
shown in the following sketch. 



Fia. 1.— Krenk Musket. 
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In 1868 General Berdan presented Ms first plan of breeeli- 
loader witli small caliber^ wbicb was adopted as an experiment 
and 3 O 5 OOO guns were ordered from tbe United States. A por- 
tion of these guns were in use by the rifle brigades of the Line 
in Europe during the late war. This gnn is the one described 
in the Ordnance Eeport of 1873 as the ‘^Enssian Berdan’’ ; it 
is known in Enssia as the Berdan first system.” Its breech 
mechanism is a block opening to the front by turning round 
an axis perpendicnlar to that of the barrel ; it is locked by a 
bolt projecting from the rear, and the recoil is taken np by the 
base of the breech-piece. The gun is shown in the following 
sketch. 



Fig. 2.— Berdan, First System. 


In 1870. the second system of Berdan was introduced, and 
30,000 guns were ordered as an experiment. They w'ere made 
at Birmingham in England, and the contract provided that all 
the machinery, tools, implements, etc., used in their manufacture 
should be furnished to the Eussian Government after the guns 
were finished. This system has finally been adopted as the In- 
fantry arm of the Eussian Army, and their own factories have 
constructed machinery, modeled on that received from Biiming- 
ham, for their manufacture. The present capacity of the three 
factories (at Tula, Sestroryek, and Ishora) is 1,000 guns a day. 

Dming the recent war this arm was in the hands only of the 
Guard and the troops in the Oaucasiis. ' At present nearly half 
of the Active Army is armed with it ; and by the 1st of June, 
1879, the whole of the Active Army, the Garrison troops, and 
“ Linia ” Battalions will he completely armed with this weapon, 
with depots of arms for the troops which may be called up on 
mobilization, i. e., there will be about IjSOOjOOO of them on hand. 

The breech mechanism of the Krenk system is so extremely 
simple and' convenient that it was at one time thought of adopt- 
ing' it for the new gun, in connection with a reduced caliber, 
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smaller biiletj increased twist of rifling, etc., but tbe Commis- 
sion to wboiii the subject was referred in 1874 reported in favor 
of tbe Berdan and against tbe Eb'enk^ principally on the ground 
of the impossibility of devising a satisfactory extractor for the 
latter. The Krenk extractor consists of a simple lever^ the end 
of which is moved by the breech-block as it is opened. By 
opening the breech-block suddenly it is possible to throw the 
empty cartridge clear of the breech, if the gun is clean ; but if 
not, then the cartridge is withdrawn only the amount of move- 
ment of the end of the lever (about one tenth of an inch) and 
the ramrod must be used to push out the cartridge. This vital 
defect of the mechanism was plainly shown during the war, 
where the complaints of the total failure of the extractor were 
extremely numerous. 

The Berdan Infantry Musket, as finally adopted, and its 
Essential Parts are shown on the accompanying plate, Figs. 3 
to 16. The chamber (see Fig. 17) is at the rear of the barrel, and 
is bottle-shaped, of the same size as the cartridge. The other 
pai*ts of the breech mechanism are, the Teceimr^ sliding loU and 
tube^fn'ing-pin dJxA spring ; nose-piece; extractor and spring ; 
ejector ; loehmg latch; sear; trigger; main spring and sear 
spring ; and the joins which hold them in place. 

The receiver^ Fig. 4, is of steel, and is screwed around the 
barrel in the usual manner; just* behind the screw on the 
right-hand side is the slot in which the bolt is locked ; behind 
this slot is a vertical cut through which the bolt slides ; on the 
lowmr side is a cut through which the trigger and sear operate, 
and a projecting shoulder which transmits the recoil to the 
stock ; at the rear is drilled a hole for the tang screw attaching 
the receiver (and with it the barrel) to the stock in the usual 
manner. 

The sliding lolt is in two parts, the loll proper, Fig. 5, and 
the tule^ Fig. 6, in which it slides. The tnhe is bored out in the 
interior to allow the sliding movement of the bolt, and this 
latter is also bored ont to allow the passage of the firingpin^ 
Fig. 7, which is firmly attached to the tube at its rear end. A 
spiral spring^ Fig. 7, is contained in the bolt, one end of which 
rests against a shoulder of the bolt and the other against a 
shoulder of the firing-pin near its head. At the front end of 
the bolt is a nosepiece, Fig. 8, of hardened steel, against which 
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smaller biiHetj increased twist of rifling, etc., but tlie Oommis- 
sion to wlioiii the subject was referred in. 1874 reported in favor 
of tbe Berdan and against the Ki’enk, principally on the ground 
of the impossibility of devising a satisfactory extractor for the 
latter. The Krenk extractor consists of a simple lever, the end 
of which is moved by the breech-block as it is opened. By 
opening the breech-block: suddenly it is possible to throw the 
empty cartridge clear of the breech, if the gun is clean ; but if 
not, then the cartridge is vdthdrawn only the amount of move- 
ment of the end of the lever (about one tenth of an inch) and 
the ramrod must be used to push out the cartridge. This vital 
defect of the mechanism was plainly shown during the war, 
where the complaints of the total failure of the extractor were 
extremely numerous. 

The Berdan Infantry Musket, as finally adopted, and its 
Essential Barts are shown on the accompanying plate, Figs. 3 
to 16. The chamber (see Fig. 17) is at the rear of the barrel, and 
is bottle-shaped, of the same size as the cartridge. The other 
parts of the breech mechanism are, thd receimr^ sliding 'bolt and 
tube^fifmg- 2 )in and spring ; nosepieee; extractor spring ; 
ejector; locking latch; sear; trigger; main spring mA sear 
spndng ; and Axe pins which hold them in place. 

The receimr^ Fig. 4, is of steel, and is screwed around the 
barrel in the usual manner; just behind the screw on the 
right-hand side is the slot in which the bolt is locked ; behind 
this slot is a vertical cut through which the bolt slides ; on the 
lower side is a cut through which the trigger and sear operate, 
and a projecting shoulder which transmits the recoil to the 
stock ; at the rear is drilled a hole for the tang screw attaching 
the receiver (and with it the barrel) to the stock in the usual 
manner. 

The sliding bolt is in two parts, the bolt proper, Fig. 5, and 
the tube^ Fig. 6, in which it slides. The tube is bored out in the 
interior to allow the sliding movement of the bolt, and this 
latter is also bored out to allow the passage of Axe firing-pin^ 
Fig. 7, which is firmly attached to the tube at its rear end. A 
spiral spring, Fig. 7, is contained in the bolt, one end of which 
rests against a shoulder of the bolt and the other against a 
shoulder of , the firing-pin near its head. At the front end of 
the bolt is a nosepiece, Fig. 8, of hardened steel, against which 
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the base of tlie cartridge rests, and wliicli is perforated in the 
center to allow tlie passage of the point of the firing-pin* This 
nose-piece and the shoulder of the firing-pin are beveled in a 
peculiar manner, so that the firing-pin can not reach the car- 
tridge unless the bolt is turned completely to the right and 
securely locked. 

The extractor^ Fig. 9, is contained in a longitudinal hole on 
the upper side of the holt at its front end. The catch projects 
iroin this hole, rides over the rim of the cartridge when the bolt 
is closed and locked, and embraces the rim, being held in this 
position by springs. 

The ejector^ Fig. 10, is on the lower side of the receiver, fas- 
tened to the same pin as the sear ; when the holt is withdrawn, 
it pulls the empty cartridge with it, and at a certain point the 
ejector is disengaged by the bolt and strikes the lower side of 
the rim of the cartridge, and causes it to fly up and fall out of 
the receiver. A second notch on the ejector, engaging a similar 
notch on the lower side of the bolt, prevents the latter from 
being wholly withdrawn from the gun in loading. By pressing 
down this ejector, however, the bolt may be easily withdrawn 
for cleaning. 

On the lower side of the tube are two notches, the safety- 
notch, which is hooked, and the full-cock notch, wliich is square ; 
the point of the sear engages in these notches, of which the 
names explain the use. The arrangement of these parts of the 
breech mechanism in the gun is shown in Figs. 17, 18, and 19, 
on the following page. 

To load the gun, the bolt is turned to the left on its axis by 
means of the projecting knob or handle ; the bolt and tube are 
then withdrawn until stopped by the notch in the ejector ; the 
motion of withdrawing the bolt throws out the empty cart- 
ridge ; ' the new cartridge is placed in the receiver and the bolt 
pushed forward, the firing-pin spring and the stud on the upper 
side causing the tube to follow until it is stopped by the full- 
cock notch catching the sear; the tube then remaining stationary 
while the bolt is still pushed forward, the firing-pin spring is 
compressed ; the bolt, being pushed home, is turned to the right 
on its axis, and locked against the shoulder on the right and rear 
of the receiver. The piece is now ready for fiiniig; to let it 
down to half cock, the knob at the end of the rear bolt is held 
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■witk, one liand wMle tlie trigger is pulled witli tlie otlierj and tlie 
tube allowed gently to move forward until the half-cock notch 
is caught by the sear. It is somewhat dangerous to try to let 
the piece down to half cock with the thumb and forefinger of 
one handj as is done with guns having a hammer; at half cock^ 
however, the firing-pin is not in contact with the cartridge. 
The looTcmg latoJi shown in the following figures on the under 
side of the tube at the rear, and also in Fig. 11, prevents the bolt 
from turning on its axis when at the safety notch or half cock. . 


Berdan Micsket Breech Appamtm, 





tte ordinary leaf and 
slide pattern. Tlie point-blank is 200 paces; steps on tbe sides 
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of tlie sigM give 300 , 400 , and 500 paces ; beyond 500 tlie leaf 
is opened and the slide raised for 600 to 1,500 paces. 

The layonet weighs a pound, and is twenty inches long in 
the blade; its cross-section is an irregular q^iiad- 
rangnlar figure, shown in Fig. 20. 

It is fastened on the gun by a stud^ Fig. 14, on 
the right of the barrel, the blade of the bayonet 
being thus in the same plane as the axis of the 
barrel and ramrod ; the front sight is fixed to a 20 . 

second stud just in rear of the shank of the bayonet. In place 
of toinpion, a small leather hood is used, fastening over the 
muzzle of the gun. 

Cartridges, 

The cartridges both of the Krenk and Berdan systems are 
sufficiently explained in the following drawings, natural size, 
which show the bullet, the paper wrapper (in the Berdan), the 
lubricator, the charge, and the form of cup and primer at the 
base of the cartridge ; the fire passes through the cup into the 
charge by three small equidistant holes in the Berdan and four 
in the Krenk. 




Fiq. 21.— Berdan Cartridge, Re. 21— Krenk Cartridge. 
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As the Earle and Krenk muskets were both altered from 
the old muzzle-loaders without changing the caliber, and as both 
had cartridges of the same weight, they were practically the 
same gun in range, penetration, etc., the difference between 
them being in the breech mechanism. Similarly, the two sys- 
tems of Berdan, although widely different in mechanism, had 
the same caliber and nearly the same cartridge, and consequent- 
ly about the same qualities of range, trajectory, etc. In the 
following table, therefore, only the Krenk and Berdan systems 
are considered ; they may be considered as types of the breech- 
loaders of ten years ago and of to-day. This table shows in 
comparative form the principal features and performances of 
the two systems : 

Dimensions, Bange, etc., of Krenk and Berdan Muskets. 


Caliber 

\Yeigiit of bullet 

of charge 

** of cartridge complete. 

' Number of grooves. 
Width of grooves. .. 
Eifling. 4 Depth of grooves. . . 

Width of lands 

^ Amount of twist... 
Length of barrel 


Length of gun with bayonet 

Length of gun without bayonet 

Weight of gun with bayonet 

Weight of gun without bayonet 

Weight of 40 cartridges 

Weight of 60 cartridges 

Initial velocity of bullet 

Point-blank range. 

Extreme sight range 

Extreme range (approximately) 

200 paces 
600 paces 
1,200 paces 
200 paces 
400 paces 
600 paces 
SOO paces 
1,000 paces 
1,200 paces 
.1,400 paces 


Penetration in inch pine boards. 


Elevation, 


KRENK. 


0 . 60 '' 

556 grains. 

TS grains. 
841 grains. 

4 

0.23" 
O.OIS"* 
0.23" 
f turn. 

(1 in SO calibers), 
j 37" 
j (61 calibers). 
72-7" 

53" 

10.84 lbs. 
9.91 lbs. 
5.77 lbs. 


1,082 ft. per sec. 
200 paces. 

600 paces. 
1,200 paces. 


5 inches. 


0” 80' 
r 06' 

r 40' 

r 12 ' 
2 “ 68 ' 
3“ 44' 


BERDAN. 


0'42" 

872 grains. 
78 grains. 
608 grains. 

6 

0.15" 

0 . 01 ^' 

0.07" 

1|> turns, 

(1 in 50 calibers), 
32-75" 

79 calibers. 
73" 

63" 

10 -27 lbs. 
9*37 lbs. 


5-19 lbs. 
1,450 ft. per sec. 

200 paces. 
1,500 paces. 
2,000 paces. 

8 inches. 


3*5 inches. 
0“ 19' 

0° 41' 

07' 

r 85 ' 

2“ 07' 

2“ 48' 

3° 42' 


2 . Artillery. 


Tlie Eiissiaii artillery consists as follows : 



r 

r 

' Eifled breech-load- 



ers. 

1, EoBTBESS AsmLEEY. - 

Seacoast Portresses. - 

1 

Smooth-bore muz- j 



zle-loaders. 1 


14-in. steel guns. 

11-in. “ “ 

9 m. “ “ 

5- in. “ “ 

11-in, “ mortars. 

O-in. “ “ 

6- in. bronze “ 

200-pdr. bronze mortars. 
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1. Fobtebss Aetilleey. -{ 


Land Fortresses., 


Rifled breech-load- 
ers. 


Smooth-bore muz- 
zle-loaders. 


S-incli steel guns. 

12-pdr. iron guns. 

4- pdr. bronze gims. 

5- in. bronze mortars, 

d-in. “ “ 

120-pdr. iron shell gima. 
dO-pdr. iron howitzers. 
20-pdr. “ 

st’pS; 

24.pdr . ) 

200-pdr. j mortars, iron 
40-pdr. f or bronze. 


I 8- 


■par. > 
■pdr. ) 


2. Siege Aetilxbey.. . 


Rifled breech-loaders. , 


24-pdr. short bronze guns. 

24-pdr, long steel guns. 

O-pdr. bronze gtins (same as field artillery). 

8-in. ' 
fl-in. 


Smooth-bore muzzle-load- 
ers. 


in* I" mortars. 

I sJpdr! [ mortars. 


8. FiEim Artieleby.— R ifled breech-loaders, steel or bronze, 9-pdrs. and 4 pdrs. Mitrailleuses 
0*42^^ cal. 

4. MotTNTAm Artillkby.— R ifled breech-loaders, bronze, 3-pdrs. 


It is only witli tlie field artillery tliat we are at present con- 
cerned. It is divided into foot artillery (that which accom- 
panies infantry, and whose cannoneers are disinouiited), and 
horse artillery (that which accompanies cavalry, and whose can- 
noneers are mounted). The foot artillery batteries have 8 gnus 
each, and 6 batteries form a brigade, of which 3 are 9-pdr. and 
3 A-pdr. batteries. One brigade is attached to each infantry 
division. The horse artillery batteries have 6 gnus each, all 
4-pdrs. Two batteries are attached to each cavalry diYisioii. 

At the beginning of the war all the field artillery was of 
bronze, and it was with these guns that the war was fought. 
During the year 1877 it was determined to change the system 
from bronze to steel, and 1,500 guns were ordered from Kriipp^s 
factory; at the same time preparations were made to- construct 
guns ill Eussia, at the Obouldiof factory, near St. Petersburg, 
of Eussiaii iron, coal, etc., and with Eussian workmen. The 
machinery was constructed during 1877' and 1878, and in the 
autumn of the latter year the manufacture was begun. It is 
intended to manufacture 1,800 guns at Oboukhof, which will 
give 3,300 steel guns in all, enough for the field artillery of 
the active army and of 12 divisions of the reserve army. The, 
new artillery will be of three kinds, the infantry “heavy gun 
(9-pdr.), the infantry “ light ” gun (l-pdr.), and the “ horse ” gun 
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(4rpdr.). The two latter have the same caliber and projectiles, 
and practically the same range ; bnt the cavalry gun is 16 inches 
shorter and 180 lbs. lighter than the infantry light gun ; this 
advantage is gained at the sacrifice of a smaller initial velocity, 
less accuracy, and a more curved trajectory. 

The infantry “ light” gun is shown in Fig. 23, which gives 
a view of the gun from the left side ; the horse gun is shown 
in Figs. 24 and 25, which give respectively a horizontal section 
through the axis and a view from the top. Fig. 26 represents 
a section through the axis of the trunnions, and Fig. 27 a section 
of the rifling. The dimensions are all given in millimetres 
(0.03927"). 



The relative qualities of the two systems will be best ex- 
plained by the table on the following page. 

The principal advantages of the new system arise from the 
improved quality of the metal, which permits the charge to be 
doubled, and the twist of the rifling to be greatly increased ; 
and, from these changes in the form, the range and accuracy are 
neai'ly doubled, the initial velocity is greatly increased, and the 
angle of fall is diminished by one third, thus dimin isliing con- 
siderably the penetration of the projectile into the ground be- 
fore exploding. More than 60 guns (bronze) out of 400 on the 
field were permanently disabled by “balloting” in the 4 days’ 
bombardment of Plevna before the assaults of the 11th of Sep- 
tember; with the steel guns this source of weakness will be 
almost wholly removed. 



Diimnsimis, Banige, ete., of Bronze and Steel Systems of Field Artillery. 
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* That portion of the new Enssian Artillery Manual which relates to the heavy (9-pouncler) field gun not being yet (December, 18T8) in pnnt, I am iinable to give the 
full data for that gun. The charge, however, will be about 8*6 lbs. of powder, and the range, aceuracy, etc., of the gun will not differ greatly from those of the light 
(4-pomider) gun ; the only great difference between the two guns is the heavier projectile thrown by the 9-pounder. 
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Bfeech Mechanism. 

Tiie breech mechanism of the old system of bronze gims is 
shown in the following drawings. Fig. 28^ Profilej left side of 
breech. Fig. 29, Horizontal section through axis of gun. 




^ The breech-loading apparatus consisted of a solid bronze 
prismatic wedge^ a; handle, 5/ plate, c; chambeiv d; gas 
plate, e; ring,/; leather hood, g; and the stop, M. The 
wedge was of bronze. On its left face was solidly fastened the 
plate c, through which passed the axis of the screw ; this screw 
worked in threads cut in the breech. By turning the handle to 
the left, this screw was turned, and the wedge freed from the 
breech; the wedge was then pulled out until arrested by the 
stpp M. In this position the chamber was opposite the bore. 




Fig. Sl.—Eear View. 


Fig. 32. — ^View on Left Side of Gun. 



Fig. 3T.— Latch for securinff Breech. 
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and tie mecliaiiism ready for inserting, tie siell and tie cart- 
ridge. Tie gas plate was of steelj fastened to tie front side of 
tie wedge, and in tie front side of tiis plate was a circular gas 
cieck of tie usual pattern. Tie bronze ring {f) was for tie 
pnipose of attacking tie leatier iood (y), wiiei protected tie 
end of tie wedge from being injured in travel. Tie vent was 
ill front of tie breeci inecianism {f ) ; a priming wire was used 
witi it in the ordinary manner. 

In tie new steel guns tie breeci mechanism is on tie same 
general priiicipleSj but ias many important modifications in 
details. These are shown in tie accompanying plate^ Figs. 31 to 
37. Figs. 31 and 32 represent respectively a rear view, and a 
view from the left side, of tie breeci ; Fig. 33, a longitudinal 
section through tie axis of tie vent ; Fig. 34, a top view of tie 
wedge ; Fig. 35, tie gas cieck ; Fig. 36, tie gas plate ; and Fig. 
37, tie locking latch. Tie wedge is cylindro-prismatic in 
shape, and is made of steel ; tie locking screw is on tie upper 
surface of tie wedge, instead of in rear of it, and it is fastened 
by a small latch on tie outside, to prevent tie screw from turn- 
ing when tie piece is being moved. Tie gas plate is also of 
steel, and tie gas cieck is a steel ring of tie Broadwell pattern. 
Tie vent is diagonal in direction, and passes through tie breeci 
of tie gun, tie wedge, and tie gas plate, and comes against tie 
rear of tie cartridge at its center. At its upper end tie vent- 
piece terminates in a cup, pierced, in tie direction of tie vent, 
by a small hole, to allow the passage of the priming wire ; tie 
primer, however, is inserted inside the cuj), which latter prevents 
tie primer tube from flying when tie piece is discharged. Tiis 
vent-piece also acts as a “stop’^ in withdrawing tie wedge; 
that portion of tie vent-piece which is fixed in tie ireeci fits 
in a groove of a certain length cut on top of tie wedge; when 
tie latter^, is withdrawn tie length of tiis groove, the wedge is 
brought to a stoj) ; tie chamber of tie wedge is then opposite 
that of tie piece, and tie gun is ready for loading. 


Sights. 

Tie front sight is of iron, painted black, and is fixed to the 
upper side of tie shoulder of tie right-hand trunnion (see 
Fig. 25). Tie rear sight, shown in Fig. 38, is of bronze, 


64 


THE BUSSIAIT ARMY. 



and rests in a socket in the breech near its base, in rear of 
the breech apparatus ; it consists of two tubes moving in one 
another, and of a horizontal bar containing a tube capable of 
slight horizontal movement, to allow for deviation ; the gradua- 
tion is in lines (tenths of an inch), and the tables of fire are 
given with elevation and horizontal setting in lines for a given 
distance in sagenes (7 feet). When the sight is not in use, 
the socket is covered with a plug and leather cover. 


Prqjeetiles. 


The old forms of projectiles for the bronze guns (shown in 
Fig, 39) were as follows : ordinary shelly A ; shell with spheri- 
cal solid head^ B ; shell filled with iullets (or shrapnel), 0 ; dia- 
phragm-shrapnel^ T> (introduced in 1876) ; and canister^ E. All 
of these projectiles were provided with a casing of lead to take 
the rifling. 

E 



0 



riG, 89. 



The projectiles for the new gnns consist only of shells and 
shrapnel, and a very limited number of canister. The sheUs 
are all of the double-walled pattern, the outer wall being solid, 










ARMAMENT AND EQUIPMENT. 


65 


and tlie inner one consisting of a series of layers of iron ringSy 
placed one over another. The peculiar form of the inner side 
of this wall and the outer side of the rings, causing the projec- 
tile to fly into a great niimher of small pieces on explosion, is 
shown in the accompanying drawings, Fig. 40. 

For both projectiles the arrangement for taking the rifling 
consists of two copper rings 0.4'' broad, one near the base, pro- 
jecting 0.07", and one in advance of the center of gravity, pro- 
jecting 0.025" from the shell. 

The shrap7iels are all of the diaphragm pattern, shown in 
detail in Fig. 41. The essential feature is a chamber near the 
base of the projectile, in which the greater part of the bursting- 
charge is placed, and which is separated by a metallic diaphragm 
from the cylindrical portion, where the bullets are packed in 
tallow. The chamber is connected with the fuse by a metallic 
canal, which also is filled with powder. The original form of 
this shell (G, Fig, 41) had a solid head, but the later ones have a 
separate head which is inserted in the top of the shell, and held 
there by fonr screws perpendicular to the axis. In this head 
there is a hole through whicli the bullets and tallow are inserted, 
and which is then plugged up. The advantages of this new 
form of shrapnel are that the head is easily blown out, and the 
bullets are driven forward more than in the old form, where, 
with the charge in the middle of the projectile, the explosion 
was in a direction perpendicular to the line of trajectory ; it is 
now more nearly parallel to it, and the bullets are driven for- 
ward along a cone of smaller angle. 

The canister of the new system is shown in Fig. 42. 

Fuses, 

The fuses are of two pei^cussion and time fuses 
latter are called distance ftmes in Eussian). 

The is very similar to that in general use in 

all eoiintries ; its essential features are a fixed cap with fulmi- 
nate, and a plunger carrying a sharp point, which explodes the 
cap when the. motion of the shell is aiTested. 

■ The time fuse IB shown in detail in- Fig. 43. Its essential 
parts are the larrel^ A, which is screwed into the head of the 
projectile; time-piece^ B, carrying a train of powder, and' mova- 
ble around the barrel by means of the setting-ring ,^ 0,^ which 
5 
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Fig, 48.— Time Fuse. (Scale i; dimensions in inclies.) 


Is fastened lirmly to the time-piece by four projections on the 
latter, fitting into corresponding notches on the former ; wash- 
eTj Dj which separates the time-piece from the nut ; nut, E, 
which screws around the top of the barrel, and is used with a 
wrench to screw the whole fuse into the projectile ; fuse-plug, 
F, which screws into the top of the barrel (being replaced up to 
the moment of loading by a common plug of cork), and carries 
the fulminate suspended by a fine wire. In the baiTel is a 
channel, which is filled with powder, connecting the powder- 
train in the time-piece with the bursting-charge in the projectile ; 
at the zero point of the time-piece is a lateral channel connecting 
the train with a small circular gutter, c, Fig. H, surrounding 
the barrel, and filled with powder ; this latter gutter is in turn 
connected with the cavity in which the fulminates explode by 
three small transverse channels, d, Fig. H. The action of ex* 
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ploding is then as follows : On firing the gnu the small wire 
snstaining the fiilinmate is broken; the' latter fallsj breaking 
through a small piece of paper at the bottom of its case, strikes 
the sharp stud, and explodes; the flame passes through the 
three channels, d, and ignites the powder in the small circular 
glitter, c ; thence it passes through the lateral channel opposite 
the zero point into the train of the time-piece, thence along this, 
according to the setting, until it reaches the hole at the head of 
the channel in the barrel, and thence to the bursting-charge. 
As the zero point is moved farther away from the hole Just 
mentioned, the interval of time before explosion is of course 
increased; this is done by moving the time-piece around the 
barrel by means of the setting-ring, the edge of which is cut 
away so as to he firmly held by the fingers. The time-piece is 
graduated on its outer edge to seconds and quarter seconds, and 
there is a pointer marked on the edge of the barrel, opposite 
tills graduation. 
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Friction Primers. 

The friction primers of the old system were of the usual 
form, hut the new ones are curved, as shown in the preceding 
drawing (Fig. 44). 

Carriages. 

The gunrcarriage (Fig. 45) is of iron, consisting of two 
cheeks (i boiler-plate strengthened with angle irons), whose 
prolongation forms the trail ; the cheeks are fastened to an iron 
axle, and to each other by three bolts placed at intervals along 
the trail and by the trail-plate ; in place of a lunette, there is a 
circular hole in the trail-plate, through which the pintle is 
passed. The trunnion beds and plates are of bronze, of the 
usual form. The elevating-screw is a double screw, and acts on 
a lever, one end of which is fastened to a bolt connecting the 
cheeks, and the other supports the breech of the gun. The 
trail-handles and hand spike are of the usual form. 
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The carriages for 4- and 9-pdr. guns are the same in princi- 
ple, and differ only in size and weight, as follows : 


DETAILS. 

9-pdr. 

4»pdr. 

■Weifflit of carriaere without wheels 

TlSlhs. 

160 ‘'* 

2,400 “ 

Odd ' 

+ 2ono~r 

605 Ihs. 

160 “ 

1,690 ‘‘ 

217 ‘‘ 

.4-2r to-7® 

WeijETht of each wheel (44- feet diameterl 

Total weight with nun . 

Pressure of trail (with gun) on pintle . . . 

Angies of elevation and depression 



The Zn/mber is shown in Fig. 46. Its principal feature, as 
differing from our own, is the pintle ig), which is an iron post, 
18" high, fixed to the rear end of the pole, which projects more 
than 3 feet behind the axle. This same arrangement is found 
in aU of Krupp’s guns, and will also be used in the new Russian 
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steel pieces. It affords more facility for limbering up, but causes 
a perpetual ebange of balance in the polcj the 'front end of which 
is sometimes on the leTel of the horses’ necks and sometimes at 
their knees. The cliest is placed somewhat in front of the axle^ 
in order to counterbalance the pressure of the trail ; but, as in 
the field a certain ainoiiiit of forage and other things are always 
packed on, the trail, and as the amount of aminuiiitioii in the 
cliest varies according to circumstances, it is impossible to adjust 
these w^eiglits with such a long leverage of pintle. The chest 
is of W’'ood in the bronze guns, hut whl be of sheet-iron in the 
new system. The pole-yoke and branches of oiir service do not 
exist ill the Russian ; the breech-strap passes from the collar to 
an ordinary iron ring, fastened to another ring, passing around 
the pole near its front end. 

Tlie pieces are drawn by six homes ; the swing-trees are of 
iron, the traces of rope and the coupling extremely long, the 
distance bet-weeii the couples of horses being over 5 ft. TMS| 
in conjunction with the proximity of the. pole to the ground at 
times, frequently gives rise to a tangling of the traces in the 
horses’ feet. 

The weight of the limber, unloaded, including wheels, is 
833 lbs. 

Camom. 

The old system of caissons, Fig. 47, consisted of a chest, 
square in .horizontal cross-section, '4, ft.. 8 in. in exterior mea- 
surement, mounted on two wheels, and- drawn by three horses 
abreast, the middle one in shafts, and the nigh one ridden hy 
the driver. Three such caissons aecompanied each piece in 
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9-pdr. I)atteries 5 and two in 4-pdr. batteries. All artillery of 
tbe line in Europe had these caissons during the late war. 
They were very convenient for manoeuviing and in making 
short turnSj but very inconvenient in ascending and descending 
hills, and had the disadvantage of all two-wheeled vehicles in 
the weight which came on the back of the horse in the shafts. 
The chest opened from the right-hand side. 

The new system of caissons, Fig. 48, with which only the 
Artillery of the Guard was furnished at the beginning of the 
late war, has four wheels, and is drawn by six horses ; on the 



yiG. 48. 


rear wheels is a large •square ammunition chest, on the front 
wheels a small chest, similar to that of the limber, and on the 
stock a small box for tools, spare pieces of harness, etc., etc. 

The battery wagon^ Fig. 49, is similar in shape to the train 
wagons of the infantry and cavalry, and Ifte them is drawn by 
four 'horses abreast, the driver, sitting on the wagon. Its weight 
isi,336 lbs., and load 2,528 lbs., or in all 3,864 lbs., a little less 
than 1,000 lbs. for each horse. 

The trmeling forge is shown in Fig. 50. Its weight, exclu- 
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“ LIGHT 

BATTERY, 8 GUNS. 1 
’ 1 

HOaiE 

BATTERY, 6 G 

■UKS. 

KINDS. 


Each 

Each ! 

Each 


Each 

Each 

Each 


Total. 

Gun 

Caisson ] 

Caisson 

Total. 

Gun 

Caisson 

Caisson 



Limber. 

Limber. | 

Chest, 


Limber. 

Limber. 

Chest. 

Sliells 

620 

13 

13 

80 

450 ' 

12 

12 

8© 

Shrapnel 

660 

15 

15 

1 80 

495 

15 

15 

80 

Canister 

40 

2 

2 


45 

8 

8 


Cartridges 

1,820 

80 

80 

60 

990 

80 

80 

60 

Friction primers. 

1,660 

88 

113 


245 

88 

118 


FercuBsion fuses 

680 








“ plugs 

tse 

S2 

'43 


652 

26 

*48 


“ “ stoppers 

620 

18 1 

13 

80 

450 

12 

13 

SO 

Time fnsos 

6T2 



.. 

604 




“ “ primers 

784 

20 

50 

.. 

63 

26 

*60 

.. 

Signal rockets 

4 




8 




Quick matches ! 

4 


... 


8 



.. 


The Light ” (4rpdr.) Batteries have 12, and the Horse 
(4-pdr.) Batteries 9 caissons ; i. e., 3 caissons to 2 pieces. The 
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sive of tools, etc., in box {d), is 9^5 lbs., and it is drawn by one 
borse in shafts. 

The ammunition carried with the battery (new system) is as 
follows : 


Fxg. 50. 
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above table pivcjs W5 rounds to eaeb piece,, with tlie battery, 
ami c‘xtni friction priiiierB, fuses, etc. 

The Heavy (l)-pdn) Batteries will have the same number 
of rounds per gun, which will require 16 caissons for the bat- 
tery, or 2 for each piece. 

3. Omdry, ■ 

The arms of the Cavahy vaiy with the different branches of 

that service, as follows : 

Ilemy Cmmlry. 

Cidmmkm — K. C\' ofScers and musicians, revolver and 
broailsword ; privates, revolver, broadsword, and lance. 

(X officers and nixisieians, revolver and saber ; 

privates, saber and, iiiiisket with bayonet. 

Light Cmalry, 

LaneerB ami Huma'rs—'^, 0. officers and musicians, re- 
volver and sabre ; privates, front rank, saber, lance, and revolver ; 
privates, rear rank, sabre, musket, and revolver. 

Cmsachs. — K. C. officers and musicians, revolver and schas- 
ka”; privates, ^‘'schaska,” lance, and musket. 

The Cuirassier broadsword is straight, double-edged, 39 in. 
long, lias a basket guard and steel scabbard, and weighs 2*8 lbs. 
witho’iit scabbard, and over 4 lbs. with it. 

The Bragooii saber is curved, 3 ft. long, leather scabbard 
tipped witli l3,rass, guard of brass with single branch, weight 2 
lbs. without scabbard, 2’7 lbs. with scabbard. The peculiar 
features of this saber (of which a drawing is given on p. 203 of 
McCldlaifs Eeport on the ‘^Armies of Europe”) are the bayo- 
net scabbard on the outer side, extending from the upper band 
to about 5 in. below the lower band, and the peculiar manner 
in which it is worn ; the rings are on the convex .side of the 
seahhard, and the sabre is suspended from a small shoulder belt 
m inch wide, passing from one ring over the shoulder and back 
to the other ring. The two parts of the belt are fastened by a 
connectiBg piece about 6 in. long at the level of the waist or. a 
Ittle higher. ■ '* , 

The Light Cavalry saber of the Lancers .and Hussars resem- 
bles our own Cavalry saber, so closely as to call for no special 
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mention. It is worn suspended from tlie waist-belt in the usual 
manner. 

V The ^Uehasha^^' of ■ the Oossacts ’is' a single-edged curyed 
swordj about 35 in. long, handle- of wood tipped with brass, 
without guard of any kind, scabbard of leather, weight a little 
less than the dragoon saber;- worn with rings on the concave 
side of scabbard, suspended from a shoulder belt of similar style 
to that of dragoons, but made of leather three eighths of an 
inch wide, ornamented with pieces of enameled silver. 

The Dragoon musket has the same caliber, cartridge, etc,, as 
the Infantry musket (p. 54 to 57), but its barrel (27*75 in. long) 
is 5 in. shorter than the latter, the bayonet 1 in. shorter, and the 
weight (8*36 lbs. with bayonet) is nearly 2 lbs. less. 

The Cossack carbine is the same as the Dragoon, except that 
it has no bayonet. Its weight is 7*4 lbs. 

The Light Cavalry was formerly armed with a carbine hav- 
ing a barrel 17*5 in. long and weighing 6*2 lbs. ; but this has 
now been superseded by the Cossack musket. 

The muskets and carbines carried by mounted troops are all 
protected by a leather case, and are always wmim slimg over the 
shoulder from left to right, the muzzle up and projecting above 
the left shoulder, the butt behind the right thigh. This metliod 
of carrying the gun was adopted after competitive trials bet^veen 
it and the manner of hanging from a sling, muzzle down, in 
use in our service. It is also the manner in use from earliest 
traditions among the Cossack tribes, wdiich probably iiitlueiiced 
the decision in its favor. The sling-strap passes through cuts in 
the stock, one about 7 in. from the butt and the other near the 
upper hand. 

The lance is between 9 and 10 ft. long, 11- in. in diameter, 
shod with iron, and weighs about 4| lbs. At its base is a 
leather loop, through w^hich the foot is passed before placing it 
in the stirrup, and wdiich supports its w'eight. Opposite the arm 
is another and longer leather loop, through which the arm is 
inserted, to steady it. 

The revolver is the Smith & Wesson, made in this country. 
It is carried in a yellow leather holster. Whenever the revolver 
is worn in the Biissian service, it has a ring in the butt of the 
stock, through which passes a cord which is worn around the neck. 
This prevents it from dropping from the hand or.,beiiig lost. 
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EQtjrpsDEirrs. — 1. Infantry. 

Tlic Infantry soldier carries a knapsack, haTersack, canteen, 
waist belt, two cartridge boxes, bayonet scabbard, one stick, and 
one piece of a shelter tent ; and the Gnard and Grenadiers have 
in addition a short two-edged sword, about 20 in. long and 
weighing (with scabbard) nearly 3 lbs. The only use to which 
this antitpiated weapon was put during the war was in hacking 
twigs and woofl for camp fires, for which it is not adapted, and 
it will jiroijably soon be abolished. 

The knapsack is of black leather, with a wooden frame, the 
leather of the flap hartng the hair left on it. The contents of 
the Icnaiisiiek are a change of underclothing, linen trousers, 
extra cartridges, and a Bible. An extra paii- of boots is carried 
on top of it (the overcoat being worn in a roll over the shoul- 
der, and the soldier having no blanket). The knapsack straps 
are similar to those in use in our service pi-ior to 1873. On the 
back of the knapsack is fastened a copper kettle, an elliptical 
cylinder in shape, about 6x4 in. and 5 in. deep. This is the 
dish on which the soldier depends in time of war for all pur- 
poses; in it he receives his soup from the company boilers, 
makes his tea, brings water, etc. This and a wooden spoon 
comprise his personal mess outfit. The troops were often sep- 
arated for long periods during the war from their knapsacks, 
but tliis kettle was guarded with great care at all times. 

The canteen and haversack are similar to those in common 
use. A large proportion of them were lost during the campaign. 

The bayonet scabbard is of leather, with brass tip, sus- 
pended from the waist belt. The regulations require the rifle 
battalions and skirmisher companies to carry the bayonet in the 
scabbard ; but all other infantry troops invariably carry the bay- 
onet on the gun during the march as well as in battle. 

The waist belt is of plain black leather, with a brass buckle ; 
two leather cartridge boxes, of very simple construction, are 
worn, one on each side of the buckle. They contain the car- 
tridges in paper packages, two packages (24 cartridges “ Krenk ” 
or SO cartridges “Berdan”) in each. In December, 1878, it 
was decided to experiment with a modification of Metcalfe’s 
cartridge-block attachment for the Berdan gun, and 250,000 
were ordered for trial. The result of the trial is not yet known. 
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The shelter tent is of linen, in three pieces, each about 4 ft. 
square, arranged with buttons. The ridge and npiight poles 
are little sticdcs, an inch in diameter, jointed in two pieces. 
The j'oints were of cheap construction, and a number of them, 
as well as of the sticks, were broken before the troops had been 
long in the field. ' Three pieces formed a tent, protecting the 
men’s heads and bodies, but leaving their feet exposed. 

The winter campaign was made, as will be subsequently nar- 
rated, without tents of any kind. 

The equipment of intrenching tools will be found discussed 
in Part IV. 

Infantry ofiicers wear a black glazed belt, and sword with 
steel scabbard, resembling that in use in our Artillery ; they also 
carry a revolver in a glazed leather holster on their belt. Sub- 
altern officers have a large shelter tent, foriiied of three pieces, 
each 7 ft. square, wdiich, together with their baggage (40 lbs.), 
is carried in the wagons. They cany their overcoats and a 
small bag, filled with necessary articles, slung over the shoulder. 

2. Artillery. 

The gunners in the Artillery are equipped with a dragoon 
saber and a Smith & Wesson revolver. The drivers have no 
side arms. 

The extra clothing, shelter tents, etc., of the men are carried 
in leather rolls on the cantles of the saddles of the Artillery 
horses. 

The pouches, bags, etc., used in serving the pieces, are not 
essentially different from those of other armies. The saddle is 
the same as in the Cavalry. 

S. Cavalry. ♦ 

Saddle . — The Eussian Cavalry saddle is a modification of 
the Hungarian saddle, described at lengtli (pp. 324 et in 
McClellan’s Eeport ; the leather seat there represented does not 
exist in the, modified, form, which is wholly of., wood, uncov- 
ered, aiid'wdtliout flaps. The frame resembles, .somewhat, the- 
pattern of Artillery saddle in our service. The , poinniel and 
cantle are very high, and the whole affair is clumsy and heavy. 
The pad is a white blanket, folded twice one, way and three 
times the other, and, then attached by cords to a large piece of 
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leatlie'fj wliicli is worn under tlie saddle, completely covering 
the blanket, and protecting it from the rain; the blanket is, 
however, left folded -with the saddle when the horse is unsad- 
dled, instead of being unfolded and aired. There are three 
girths, each li in. broad, fastened with hackles on the left side. 
The trooper’s blanket is folded and placed on the saddle for a 
cover or cushion, and then strapped on with a surcingle. Over 
the whole, on parade, the schabraque is placed. It, is of cloth^ 
of different colors for different regiments, but usually dark, and 
it has the Emperor’s cipher in the rear corners. Fastened to 
the cantlc is a round leather valise, curved on the under side to 
the shape of the horse’s back, in which the trooper’s under- 
clothes, etc., are carried. The copper soup-dish is circular, and 
it anil the <*over fit over the ends of the valise, being held in 
their places by straps. An extra pair of boots is straj)ped on 
top of the valise. The stirrups are large and of solid steel.' 

The lieadstall has two cheek-pieces, one for a snaffle-bit, 
fastening to it in the same manner that the watering-bits are 
fastened to the halter in our service, and the other for the curb- 
bit, which is fastened to it by two steel hooks, in which the bit 
terminates, vrhich enter corresponding flat rings at the ends of 
the cheek-pieces. (See McClellan’s Armies of Europe,” p. 201.) 
The curb is not unlike that in our service, hut the branches 
have the convexity to the front instead of to the rear. The 
halter is usually tied up and attached to the saddle when the 
horse is bridled, but it can be used with the snaffle-bit as a 
watering-bridle. 

The horses are picketed to. a stout rope in camp in the usual 
manner. I do not remember to have seen any instances during 
the campaign of horses picketed out to graze, or any small 
picket-pins and lariats. 

The Cossack saddle is .also of wood, but shorter and much 
lighter than the regular Cavalry saddle. The pommel and 
cantle are nearly vertical, and the space between them is, filled 
with a large hair cushion, covered with leather, and held in 
place by a surcingle. This makes ■ .the rider’s , .seat .■ nearly flat 
and from 6 to 8 inches above' the horse’s back;. ..Ms feet are 
always above the line of the horse’s belly ; the stirrups are of 
brass, and the base of them is nearly .circular. The. bridle. is 
very simple,, without buckles,: and. the only.. bit ,is . a . snaffle. 
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There is usually coiisiderahle ornaineutation of enameled silver 
about the saddle, and bridle. The Cossack horses carry their 
noses very high in the air, and have a general look of being 
badly set up and dressed ; but they are the most serviceable 
animals for Cavalry in the world. 

The equipments of the Cavalry soldier vary with the nature 
of his regiment. The Cuirassiers wear a steel cuirass, plated 
with brass, with front and back plates, the whole weighing from 
17 to 20 lbs., according to size. They wear a white leather 
waist belt, from which the saber, holster, and sabretasche are sus- 
pended ; the cartridge-box is attached hy swivels to a belt pass- 
ing over the left shoulder. Spurs are of steel, with straight 
shanks, and are permanently fastened to the heel of the boot by 
screws, for all mounted men. 

The Dragoons and Cossacks carry their cartridges in two 
pouches on a waist belt, in the same manner as the infantry 
men. (The saber of these troops, as already noted, is suspended 
from the shoulder.) 

The Lancers and Hussars wear a dark leather waist belt, 
from which the saber and pistol are suspended ; the cartridge- 
box is slung from the shoulder. The Light Iwegiinents in the 
Guard wear also the sabretasche. 

TJ2<riFOEM. 

Tlie prevailing color of the Russian uniforms is a very dark 
olive-green. Some of the Cavalry regiments of the Guard have 
white coats as well as blue or red ones, but in general the uni- 
form is dark, simple, and well adapted to use. 

The overcoat is the only portion of the uniform which is 
common to all portions of the service. For officers it is gray, 
for men buttemnt ; in shape a long sack, coming about 6 inches 
below the knee ; gathered in at the back by a strap passing half 
way round the waist. The officers wear the undress' shoulder- 
strap on the overcoat, as well as on the frock-coat, and there are 
certain facings on the collar, for both officers and men. In 
addition io this regulation overcoat paletot for .all seasons, 
the officers have an extra overcoat (“ shuba ” or pelisse), made 
very large and roomy, with cape coming to the waist, the skirts 
of the coat to the heels, and a high fur collar. , This .coat, as worn 
in the Guard, is padded with eider-down, and is at once the 
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ligMest and warmest garment that I have ever seen^ and far 
superior in both respects to furs* With a handsome beaver 
collar, its c'.ust varies from 300 to 600 roubles ($225 to $450), 
but the fur and eider-down last a lifetime. In summer a light 
waterproof cloak, of the same form, with cape, etc., replaces the 
shnba.” 

In winter all troops wear a bashlik ” over the head ; this is 
a sort of hood, with long, broad strings or ends, made of wool 
dyed drab color; the hood covers up the head and part of the 
face, and the ends are wrapped around the neck ; it came origi- 
nally from the Caucasus. All infantry troops have also black 
c*lotii mittens, and the cavaliy have gloves. In winter all troops 
have also a poliishubok ” (half pelisse), made of sheepskin, 
tanned with the wmol, wdiich is worn on the inside. For the 
infantry its length is sufficient to cover the knees, for the cavalry- 
only a little below^ the hips ; it is worn under the overcoat. 

The undress cap (“ foorazhka ”) is of two kinds. The 
Guard wear the ancient Eussian national cap, whose shape is 
best known by photographs of German officers, the Prassian cap 
being only slightly modified from it ; it is a cross, so to speak, 
between our style of policeman’s cap and the sailor’s cap in the 
navy. It has a small round visor of black glazed leather, and is 
made of cloth, -without stiffening. Its only ornament is the small 
elliptical cockade of the Eussian emperor, which is worn in 
front. The color of the cap is usually dark green, but there are 
also red, blue, black, and white, for different regiments and 
corps; the hand and its piping vary in color for different 
divisions or arms of the service. The rest of the army wear 
tlie ‘"kepi” or French forage cap, of black cloth, with band 
varying in color according to the number of the regiment in 
the division. 

The Guard cap is an admirable head cover, having the advan- 
tage of <?over!ng the back of the head, which the ''kepi” (like 
our own forage cap) does not. Its disadvantage is in the vizor, 
whieli is so small as to afford very little protection to the eyes. 

All Eussian soldiers, of every arm of the service, wear high 
boots, reaching nearly ' to’; the - Im ^ In campaigns they are 
alw^ays w’-om outside of the- trousers; in dress parades the 
trousers are worn outside,- and, in the Cavalry, held down by 
straps. . ^ 
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In Slimmer Infantry soldiers wear wliite linen Mouses and 
tronsersj and Cavalry and Artillery soldiers white linen blouses 
when on fatigue duty. 

In place of . socks, all soldiers wear a piece of linen in slim- 
mer, and woolen cloth in winter, wrapped around the foot. 
This primitive affair has the great advantage of not wearing 
out, of being easily washed and aired, and (when properly put 
on) of never chafing the foot. 

The undress cap, boots, and overcoat, as just described, are 
nearly the same for all parts of the army ; the full-dress cap, 
coat, and trousers vary greatly, as follows : 

Ca ^). — For the Infantry of the Q-renadiers and the Line, the 
undress cap (“ of black cloth, with the addition of a short 

black horsehair plume ; of the Guard, a black leather helmet, 
with brass spike, brass double eagle in front, and brass chin 
strap. 

For the Artillery of the Grenadiers and the Line, the same 
cap as the infantry ; of the Guard, the helmet with black horse- 
hail* plume. 

For the Cavalry, as follows : 

Cuirassiers — ^Brass helmet, with eagle. 

Dragoons — Black leather helmet, with black horsehair 
plume. 

Lancers — Scliapka,’’ a black leather helmet, with square 
disk on top. 

Hussars — Bearskin cap, with red cloth top and tassel falling 
to right side. 

Cossacks — Black leather cap, about nine inches high, nearly 
cylindi’ieal in shape. 

Coai — For the Infantry and Artilleiy of the Grenadiers and 
Line, a black ' cloth tunic, single-breasted ; of the Guard, dark 
olive-green tunic, double-breasted. 

For the Cavalry, as follows : 

Cuirassiers — Full dress, a white tunic without buttons, with 
brass slioiilder scales; undress, a dark-green, single-breasted 
tunic. 

Dragoons — ^Dark-gi*een tunic, shoulder scales. 

Lancers — Blue tunic with brass epaulettes. 

Hussars— Dark-blue Hussar jacket, with seven rows of yellow 
cord, three lines of frogs, and shoulder cords. The officers of 
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tlic Hussars of tlio (Jiiard liave also a red and a white braided 
jaekt^t, and a cloak hung from' the shoulders by a cord. 

Cossac'ks-^Plain blue Jacket, fitted to the body, without but- 
tons or ornaments. 

The buttons of all troops of the Guard, who wear them, have 
tlic Enssiaii eagle ; for other troops, plain. 

Tn)um*s * — For Infantry and Artillery of the Guard, of 
dark olive^greeii doth, with a red welt; of the Grenadiers and 
the Line, of black cloth. 

For the Cavalry, light blue, with the addition of parade 
trousers for the Guard, of black, with red stripe 1^* in. broad. 

Tke (IktdngmsMng features of the imiform for different 
reginieiits, etc., are as follows : 

^ Every soldier wears a cloth shoulder-strap 2 inches wide, ex- 
tending from the collar to the point of the shoulder, on his tunic, 
a fciroli or facing on the collar of his overcoat, and a cloth 
band around lus cap. The cap band is red for the first Eegi- 
inent of each Division, blue for the second, white for the third, 
and black for the fourth. In the Line the number of the regi- 
ment is also stamped or cut out of the band in front. The Divi- 
sion is distinguished by the color of the shoulder-strap or pavo- 
li^ which is red for the 1st, blue for the 2d, and yellow for the 
3d Division of the Guard, yellow (with a number) for the Grena- 
diers, red for the 1st Brigade and blue for the 2d Brigade of 
each Division of the Line, the number of the Division being 
stamped in large figures on the shoulder-strap. 

The triuiiiungs of the Kifle Brigades are crimson, with the 
number of the battalion stamped on the shoulder-strap. 

The Artillery trimmings are uniformly red and black, with 
the number of the Division to which they belong stamped on 
the sliouMer-strap. The Engineer trimmings are red with white 
piping. 

Tlie Cavalry uniforms are distinguished by their trimmings, 
on the same principles as. the Infantry. 

Officer^ Uniforms, 

Tliese agree very nearly with the uniform of the men of the 
regiments or corps to which the officer belongs. .. Generals 'and 
General Staff Officers wear, for full dress, a single-breasted short 
frock coat, of dark green, with much gold embroidery on. the 
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collar and at tlie end of tlie sleeve, epaulettes, trousers of black 
witli a broad red stripe, belinet with long white hoi*se-hair plume. 
The Emperor’s Aides-de-Oamp wear aiguillettes of gold cord ; the 
General Staff, of silver cord ; Adjutants of regiments, wliite 
cord with black and orange threads intertwisted. 

Their campaign dress is an olive-green double-breasted frock- 
coat, with red collar, skirts coming two thirds of the distance 
from the hip to the knee, shoulder-straps, light-blue trousers 
with red cord, and top boots. Aiguillettes are also worn on 
undress uniform by those entitled to them. 

The epaulettes are of three classes: for Generals, with tas- 
sels f inch in diameter ; for Field Officers, with tassels inch 
in diameter ; for Company Officers, without tassels. 

The highest grade in each class (i. e., General, Colonel, Cap- 
tain) has the body of the epaulette plain ; the next grade (Lieu- 
tenant-General, Lieutenant-Colonel, Lieutenant) has three stars ; 
the next (Major-General, Major, Sub-Lieutenant) has two stars ; 
Cornets have one star. 

Officers of the General Staff and of the Chevalier Garde 
Regiment have epaulettes plated with silver, other officers with 
gold. 

The shoulder-strap, for undress uniform, is a flat piece of 
cloth and pasteboard, covered with gold (or silver) braid. Like 
the epaulette, it has three classes, plain for Generals, with two 
longitudinal stripes for Field officers, and with one longi- 
tudinal stripe for Company officers. The grades are distin- 
guished by stars as on the epaulette. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

METHODS OF ADMINISTEATION, 
Commander-irirGhief . 

The Emperor is not only the fonntain-head and source of all 
iiiilittir}' aiithority, but he is also in fact the actual Commander- 
in-Chief of the Army. His organ for military affairs is the 
Miinster of always a Greneral of high rank, to whom all 
military authorities and affairs throughout the Empire are sub- 
ject. The Emperor’s orders are published by the Minister of 
Ifar, and all military affairs requiring the Emperor’s sanction 
are submitted to him by the same officer. The Minister of War 
is responsible for the condition of the Army in every respect, 
and makes such inspections in person or by his deputies as he 
sees fit. In matters of economy (accumulation and distribution 
of supplies, etc.) he has no pei^onal authority except as Presi- 
dent of the War Council. 

OEXTBAL ADl^nFISTEATIOH.^ 

This is the War Ministry, presided over by the Minister of 
War. The Ministry is composed of 2 Advisory Councils or 
Coiiimittees, 8 Administrative Sections or Bureaus, and 2 Spe- 
cial SeefcioBS, viz,, the Emperor’s Headquarters and the War 
Minister’s office. The two great Committees are : 

' ^ The War Council; 

The War Tribunal, or Military Supreme Court, 

* la this chaptep the word Administratioa is freqaeutly used in the sense in.: 
whieli it is used in Continental Enrope -generally, meaning the body of men charged 
villi the administrative business the nsnal English , word for this is “ Staff”, bnt 
Ihe other word Is used to avoid confusion with the general staff. The word' ** econ- 
omy ” Ie also used to mean all' administrative business not of a purely military na- 
ture, e, g., the business of the 'Quartermaster’s, Subsistence, and !Pay 'Dep.artments, 
and everything relatMg to money, property, -or accounts. 
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War Ooundh 

This, is the supreme body for examining and deciding affairs 
of a legislative or economical nature affecting the troops or mil- 
itary establishments. It is directly subordinate to the EmperoTj 
responsible only to, Mm^ and subject to his orders alone. The 
memhers are appointed by the Emperor from among the Gen- 
erals of the highest grade, and number 18 in all ; the Minister 
of War is President. 

This body corresponds in military affairs to the Directing 
Senate ” of the Empire in civil affairs. Its functions are very 
extensive. In matters of legislation, all projects affecting in 
any way the strength or organization of the Army or its admin- 
istration are examined by this Council, and submitted directly 
by its President to the Emperor for his approval ; in matters of 
economy, it has the power of confirming or modifying all pro- 
jects for the accumulation of military stores, approves the con- 
ditions of contracts for any amount, and generally supervises 
the military budget. 

All legislative business and the more important affairs of 
economy are decided in full Council ; but for acting upon minor 
affairs of economy, and for preliminary examination of legisla- 
tive projects, there are 5 standing sub-committees, each com- 
posed of a President and 5 members, appointed by the Emperor 
from the members of the Council for one year. These sub- 
coininittees are as follows : 

1. Coclifyivig Oommittee^ which codifies the military laws 
and orders, and which also makes a preliminary examination of 
projects of law before subm.ission to the fall Council. ■ , 

2., Organisation, Cormiittee^ which examines all questions 
affecting the drill, equipment, armament, internal economy, and' 
in general everything affecting the organization of the troops 
and their condition for fighting. 

3. Education Committee^ which , examines all qiiestion.s re- 
lating to, military schools. 

, 4 . Sospiiod Committee j which examines all questions affect- 
ing hospitals and the medical service of the Array in. general. 

Prison Committee, which examines projects affecting 
military prisons, ^ and, has' also a certain limited supervision over 
them. , 
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From tli 0 above it will be seen that this Oonncil is in money 
affairs (i. e,, economy) a final board of control and management ; 
blit ill purely military matters, althongli a part of tbe War Min- 
istry, it lias duties of a legislative and not of an executive na- 
ture and corresponds to tbe Military Committees of the two 
Houses of Congress in our Government. The law in Russia is 
a eollection of the Ukases of the Emperor ; and the military law 
is drawn up by the above Council Projects of changes in the 
law are submitted, by the special commission usually nominated 
for tlie purpose, or from whatever other source, to the Codify- 
ing Committee for a preliminary examination, then to the full 
Council, then to the Emperor for his approval; if not approved, 
they go back to the Council for amendment ; if approved, they 
are retirriied to the Codifying Committee for register among 
the military laws of the Empire, where they stand until amended 
or revoked by subsequent laws framed in the same manner. 

This system of framing military laws dates, in its general 
outlines, from Peter the Great, who was the first Tzar to form 
a regularly organized army. In successive reigns military com- 
missions of high officers were formed to submit projects for 
modifying the military system in accordance with the require- 
ments of the period. The Emperor Hicholas first caused the 
military laws to be codified-— the code of 1838. The various 
cliaiiges in Ms reign multiplied the number of supplements and 
annexes to such an extent that early in the present reign a new 
code was edited— in 1859. But the radical reforms of the pre- 
sent Emperor necessitated another code, that of 1869, which, with 
its various supplements and annexes, forms the present military 
law of the Empire. It is comprised in 15 volumes, and divided 
into 6 parts, each part into articles, each article into chapters, 
eacli chapter into paragraphs ; the whole is indexed alphabeti- 
cally and into subjects, with references to the paragraphs, chap- 
ters, etc. 

The contents are as follows : ■ 

Part I (in 1 volume) Militmy Administration. 

Article!. The War Ministry and its' Bu ■ 

2. The Administration of Military Circumscrip- 

tions. 

3. Local Military Administrations, v 

4. Administration of Troops in War. 
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Pali II. (in 4 volumes) Regular Trooj^s. 

Article 6. Organization, Strength, and Methods of Ad- 
ministration of Eegtdar Troops. 

“ 6. System of Mobilization. 

I. Appointments, Promotions, etc. 

8. Eewards, Pensions, etc. 

Part III. (in 3 volumes) Irregular Troojps. 

Article 9. Organization, Strength, and Methods of Ad- 
ministx^ation of Cossacks. 

10. Laws of Service for Cossacks, their Eights, 

Duties, etc. 

11. Internal Economy of Cossack Eegiments. 

Part IV. (in 2 volumes) Military Departments, 

Article 12. Iiitendanee or Supply Department. 

13. ArtiUei’y 

14. Engineer 

15. Military Education 

16. Medical 

17. Prison 

Part V. (in 4 volumes) Military Economy, 

Article 18. Depots of the Military Departments. 

19. Supply of Troops. 

“ 20. Internal Economy of Eegiments and Oompa- 

iiies. 

21. Accounts, Levies of Contributions on Inhab- 
itants, Complaints under the same, etc. 

Part YI. (in 1 .volume) Military Law. 

Article 22. Code of Punishments. 

“ 23. Code of Discipline. 

24. Forms of Procedure in Military Tribunals. 

Changes and modifications in the above code are made in 
the way previously stated, and are then published in orders by 
the .Minister of War, and are edited from time to time by .the 
Codifying Committee, forming supplements to the code. The 
fundamental law of military service. of 1874 forms at present a 
special book by itself, but a complete new code in which this 
law will appear is now in process of editing. 

The following orders of the War Minister are not included 
in the code: 
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1. Orders for tlie armnal manceuvres, tlie location of troops^ 

strength of garrisonsj etc. ^ ^ - 

2. Orders prescribing the pay, the rations, and all provisions 
ill kind, and the footing of the troops (war-footing or peace- 
footing), etc. 

These orders are collected into special boobs. 

The special orders of the General Staff, of the Chiefs of 
Circuinscriptions, etc., etc., are also naturally excluded from the 
code. 

Wm* TrUymud (Military Stt^preme Court). 

This is the supreme comt of appeal for all military causes ; 
it also examines projects of legislation affecting military justice. 
It is formed of members chosen by the Emperor, and its Presi- 
dent is a General of the highest grade. 

Decisions requiring the approval of the Emperor are sub- 
mitted to him through the Minister of War. 


Administrative Bureaus. 

These are 8 in number, as follows : 

1. General Staff Department ; 

2. Inteiidance (or Supply) Department ; 

' 3. Artillery , ■ 

4. Engineer “ 

5. Medical 

6. Military Education ' 

7. Military Justice 

8. Irregular Troops 

The above names sufficiently indicate the general nature of 
the fuiictiOiis of these Departments. At' the head of each is a 
Chief, known as 

Chief of the General Staff ; 

Intemlaut General ; 


Grand Master of the Artillery (Ordnance) 5 
Inspector General of Engineers ; 

Inspector General of Military Medicine; 

Chief of Military Educational Establishments; 

Military Solicitor General ; 

Ataman of Irregular Troops. 

Tk«e Chiefs have one or two Deputies at the head of their 
Departments. All the ^ersmnel of the Bureau is directly sub' 
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ordinate to tlxe Chief, as well as also the Officers of the Coips 
or Department, in affairs of a technical nature affecting their 
specialty* Manufacturing establishments are under the direct 
orders of the Chief of the Department to which they belong. 
According to its amount of business, each Bureau is divided 
into two or more sections. The clerical force is under the Chief 
of Section, who has Chiefs of Sub-sections to assist him. 

These principal departments have the general dii'ection of 
affairs concerning their specialties thronghoiit the whole Em- 
pire ; the execution of the details is left to the corresponding 
departments at the headquarters of the Circumscriptions, as will 
be subsecpiently explained. The Chiefs are all members of the 
Var Council, and are all directly subject to the orders of the 
Minister of War.*'^ 

The Emperor^ B Headquarters. 

The Minister of the Court, a Cxeneral officer, is ex offido 
Commandant of the Emperor- s Headquarters, but has two dep- 
uties for this special function. All Aide-de-camp Generals, all 
Major-Generals of the Suite, all Aides-de-camp of the Emperor, 
and several other officers and officials specially attached, form 
nominally part of the Emperor’s Headquarters; but, as the 
number of these is very great, and’ the larger part of them is 
employed in commanding troops in various localities, the num- 
ber actually performing personal service to the Emperor is com- 
paratively small. The principal duty of the Commandant of the 
Headquarters is to make all aiTangements for the journeys of 
the Emperor, for the establishment and provisioning of the 
Headquarters, etc. If the Minister of War is not present with 
the Emperor in his travels, then all business of his ministry is 
submitted to the Emperor by the Commandant of the Head- 
quarters. Attached to the Headquarters in .travels, and under 
the orders of the Commandant, is the Military Chancery or office 
of the Emperor, which is charged with recording all corre- 
spondence requiring the Emperor’s approval. 

Office of the Minister of War. 

, 111 this chancery are concentrated all affairs of a general na- 
ture of the highest military importance requiring the special 
personal attention of the Minister. Here is also the secretariat 
and correspondence of the. War Council. ' 
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The Inspector General of Cavalry and the Inspector Gen- 
eral of Infantry and Rifles have also each a chancery or oflSee at 
St. Petersburg, and are under the direct orders of the Minis- 
ter of War, hut their offices are not bureaus of the ministry. 

MIUTABX OIECIJMSCIEII'TIOII’S. 

The extent of the Russian Empire is so vast, its army so 
large, the moans of commimication (even including the 15,000 
miles of railway existing at present) so limited, that it would 
be impossible to direct the whole administration of the Amy 
from one point. The Empire is therefore divided into districts 
hiunvn !is Military Circumscriptions, in each of which the mili- 
tary affairs arc directed by an administration similar to that of 
tlie IVar Ministry on a smaller scale. There* are 14 such Mili- 
tary Oiromnseriptions, Icnown as those of St. Petersburg, Tilna, 
Finland, Warsaw, Kief, Odessa, Kharkof, Moscow, Kazan, 
the Caucasus, Orenburg, Turkestan, West Siberia, and East 
Siberia. Plate Ko. 1 of the atlas shows their position and size 
(except those of Siberia and Turkestan), the number of troops 
in each, and the railway system by means of which the troops 
may be concentrated on any point of the frontier. Each cir- 
cumscription is under the orders of a Chief, a general of high 
grade, chosen directly by tbe Emperor and announced in a ukase 
to tbe Governing Senate. He commands everything military 
within the limits of his circumscription ; in distant provinces 
he is also usually the Civil Governor of the province ; in the 
three largest circumscriptions, St. Petersburg, Warsaw, and the 
Cauciisus, he has a deputy. 

The administration of the circumscription is composed as 
follows : 

1. Council; 

2. Cl lief of the General Staff; 

;l. CJn'ef of the Intendance ; 

4. Chief of Artillery ; 

5. Chief of Engineers; 

fi. Chief Medical Inspector; 

7. Chief Hospital Inspector. 

In the Caucasus there is in addition a bni’eau having charge 

of the affairs of the mountain tribes. 

1. This is composed of the Chief of the Circum- 
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seriptioBj wlio is the President, the Chiefs of Bureaus above 
named, and one delegate of the Minister of War — ^iii all, a Presi- 
dent and eight memhers. It is the supreme administrative body, 
for affairs of military economy in the circumscription. Ques- 
tions are decided by a majority vote, the President casting the 
decisive vote in case of a tie ; if there is a wide difference of 
opinion, the affair is referred to the War Council at the War 
Ministry. If the President differs greatly in opinion from the 
decisions of the majority, he has the right to hold the affair in 
suspense and refer it to the War Council with his own opinion, 
and, even while awaiting their decision, to order his own ideas 
to be carried out ; but he is personally responsible and liable 
for the consequences of such action if it is not approved. On 
the other hand, the decision of the majority relieves him from 
all responsibility. 

2. Gmieml Staff . — This is the organ for all orders, instruc- 
tion, correspondence, and all purely military affairs, between the 
Chief of the Circumscription and all troops iiiider his orders. 
The Chief of Staff has usually a deputy, and his office is di- 
vided into three sections : a. The Military section, concerned 
with the stations, movements, service, etc., of the troops ; 5. 
The Inspection section, concerned wdth the number of troops, 
their effective strength, etc. ; c. The Economy section, con- 
cerned with correspondence affecting supplies, depots, etc. 

There is also the chancery, or clerical office proper of the 
Chief of Staff, and the section in charge of records and archives. 
The chiefs of these sections are the senior officers of the Gen- 
eral Staff at the headquarters of the Circumscription ; the chiefs 
of the chancery and the archives are ciffilian officials. 

3. Iniendanee Departraent . — This is charged wdtli supply- 
ing the troops and hospitals wdth everything in the way of sub- 
sistence stores, forage, clothing, camp and garrison equipage, 
and pay and money allowances of every kind. It is divided 
into three sections. Each year the Chief Inteiidant makes esti- 
mates for the next year in form of -.a budget,, and a plan of 
accumulation, stating in writing the estimate of money required, 
the places, dates, and prices, where supplies can be bought and 
accumulated, means of hired transport available, etc., etc. These 
estimates are examined by the Council, and then sent to the 
central War . Council for approval, which examines the estimates 
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of all tlie eireumscriptions, and determines where supplies shall 
be bought, cte., etc. The execution of all this business is the 
work of tlio In tendance Department of the Circumscription, as 
also the issue of supplies to the regiments from the depots, which 
are all under their control. 

4. Artillery Department— Tsas has under its supervision— 
a, all troops of the artillery ; h, all establishments pertaining to 
its branch of the service; and it is charged with supplying for- 
tresses and troops with artillery and ordnance material of every 
kind. Thus everything in the Circumscription pertaining to ar- 
tillery, its troops, armament, ordnance stores, establishments, in- 
stitutions, etc., are under the direction of the Chief of Artillery 
of the Cii'cmnscription. 

5. Engineer Department. — This has charge of all fortresses, 
military Imiidings, and eonstractions of all kinds, special en- 
gineer commands, establishments and workshops, and inspection 
of railways for certain military purposes. Field Engineer troops 
form part of the Line, and are commanded in the same manner 
as troops of Infantry, hut are not under the orders of the Chief 
Engineer of the Circumscription ; nor has he any direction of 
the construction of fortresses, which is carried on by officers 
specially detailed and under the orders of the Board of Fortifi- 
cations at the central Engineer Department in St. Petersburg. 

6. Medical Department. — This supervises the hygiene and 
military jx»lice affecting the troops, is responsible that troops are 
properly cared for in medical matters, distributes medical sup- 
plies, 8u]>ervises veterinary service, etc. 

7. llospital Department — This supervises the administra- 
tion of tlie permanent military hospitals of the Circumscription. 
The chief of this Department is also usually Chief of the Local 
Troops in the Circumscription. He is charged with the accumu- 
lation of hospital stores, equipage, furniture, etc., for his whole 
circumscription, but the management of the hospital depends 
upon its chief. 

In addition to the above branches of the staff, there is in 
eaeh Circumscription a permanent Militaiy Tribunal, charged 
with the trial of more important military causes ; its powers are 
determined by the Code of Military Justice (Part YI. of the 
Military Code). 

The chiefs of the Departments named above are responsible 
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to .tlie Council of wHcli they are membersj and tlirongli it to 
the War Council and the Minister of War. The general ad- 
rainistratioii of their departments is determined by this Oonncilj 
in accordance with general laws and regnlatioiis ; they are sub- 
ject to the orders of the Chief the Circnmsciiption^ but he can 
OTerride the decisions of the Oonncil only at his own peril in 
case his action should not be approved. 

In all affairs concerning their own specialties the chiefs of 
these departments in the Circumscriptions correspond directly 
with their respective chiefs at the Central Administration. For 
instancej the Chief Engineer reports directly to the Inspector 
General of Engineers any repairs necessary in fortresses or pub- 
lic bniklingSj with estimates for the cost of repair; the Chief 
of Artillery reports directly to the Grand Master of Artillery 
coneeriiing the efficiency of the artilleryj its requirements, etc. ; 
the Chief Intendant corresponds directly with the Intendant 
General concerning the quality of stores, etc., etc. 


Local AdmimstrationB, 

As all parts of the Government, civil and military, take 
part in a mobilization, it is necessary to have central organs to 
supervise everything relating to mobilization. These organs 
are known as Local Military Administrations. They are of 
three classes, viz., those of the circumscription, of the proidnce, 
and of the district (sub-province). Their business is to manage 
all affairs relating to the reserves in time of peace — the men 
and the material necessary to prepare the army for war ; in time 
of war they are charged with all the details of mobilization. 

The Chiefs of Local Troops in the snb-provinces are merely 
executives to carry out the orders of their chiefs. They keep 
registers and accounts of recruits, reserve soldiers, and the mili- 
tia: ; they call out the reser^^e soldiers for exercise at certain pe- 
riods, guard all reserve material, and take steps for organizing 
the reserves and ersatz on mobilization. , 

The Chief of Local Troops oi a province keeps a register 
of all officers and ex-officers, and- a general account of the num- 
ber of reserves in his province. The Chief of Local Ti’oops of 
a Circuinscription has the general supervision and direction of 
all affairs of the reserve, its men, material, muster rols, etc., and 
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also mimmmh all fortress and other local troops in the Oircnm- 
Kcriptioii ; in time of war he commands also the reseryes until 
tlieir commander is named. He and all his subordinates 
and bureaux are under the orders of the Chief of Oircnniscrip" 

tion,. 

Commandant de place. 

At garrisoned points, whether fortresses or towns, there is a 
bureau consisting of a Commandant de place, Major de place, 
and AidiMiivCaiiip de place, besides their clerks and assistants. 
Tlieir duties are similar to those of Provost Marshals in oiir 
ser\ice ; they have charge of all sentinels, guard-houses, and 
everythiiig relating to military police ; they are responsible that 
order is kept in the fortresses and for the tranquillity of the 
garrison and inhabitants ; they must be informed of the arrival 
and departure of every one in the garrison, and all persons are 
required to present their papers to them and explain their busi- 
ness on arrical. In time of war all persons in the garrison, civil 
and military, are directly subordinate to the orders of the Com- 
mandant, and his rights and duties are then greatly increased. 
In a garrison he is directly under the orders of the Commanding 
General or Officer ; at a headquarters he is under the Chief of 
Staff: III towns where there is no , Commandant de place, his 
(iuticjs are performed by the Chief of Local Troops of the sub- 
province. . 

Coyps^ Dimsions^ and Brigades. 

The chiefs of Corps aud Divisions are appointed directly by 
the Emperor. The administration of a Corps in time of peace 
is made up of {a) Chief of Staff, (b) Chief of Artillery, (c) Chief 
Surgeon, and their assistants, and two aides-de-camp of the 
Coiiimanding General. The latter is responsible for the. con- 
dition, military instruction, discipline, drill, etc., of -the men 
under his command, but in matters of economy has only a 
supervision, to see that the troops are properly supplied. The 
Cliief of Staff conducts all correspondence; the Chiefs, .of 
Artillery and Medicine transact the busine.ss .of their special 
brandies. The administration of a Division consists simply of 
a Chief of »Staff and his assistants, and two aides-de-camp for 
the Commanding General. . . ■ 
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Tlie CMef of a Brigade has hardly any administrative fimc- 
.tioiiSj and he has about him only an Adjutant and one "Writer. 
As a rule a Corps is commanded by a General, a Division by a 
Lieutenant-General, a Brigade by' a Major-General, a Eegiment 
by a Colonel. The Chiefs of Staff and of Artillery of the 
Corps are Major-Generals, and the Chief of Staff of a Division 
is a Colonel. (Bor the full military hierarchy, see pay table, 
p. 109.) 

Beghnents. 

The Eegiment is the military community whose affairs are 
managed in common, and of which the Companies are the fami- 
lies. The battalion is the tactical unit, biit has no administrative 
business at all. 

The Colonel not only commands all troops in his regiment, 
blit he manages all their affairs according to certain general 
regulations, and has a wide range of responsibility and great 
liberty of action as compared with our service. He is chosen 
];)y the Emperor from the army at large, including the gen- 
eral staff, upon recommendation of division, corps, and circiim- 
seriptioii Commanders. His rank is Major-General in the 
Guard and Colonel in the Line. His prerogatives are as fol- 
lows : 

To appoint all non-commissioned officers ; 

To augment the pay of an enlisted, man from ordinary to 
increased pay ; 

To accept non-commissioned officers for a second term of 
ser\nee ; 

To relieve enlisted men from the black list ” ; 

To confirm battalion adjutants ; 

To recommend officers for promotion and rewards ; 

To give leaves of absence to officers for two months ; 

To give furloughs to enlisted men, according to his judginent, 
for any period, to transfer them to the reserve, and to dfecharge 
them altogether ; 

, To permit enlisted men of .all grades to marry, according to 
certain regulations. 

The Eeginiental Commander also controls all affairs of 
economy of the regiment. These affairs are. all confided to 
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the special chaise of a field officer, under his direct orders, 
known as the Administrator of Economy* 

The Colonel also makes quarterly inspections of the com- 
panies or squadrons of his regiment. He issues regimental 
orders to the Chiefs of Battalions or Administrator, and is pe- 
cuniarily responsible for loss of money in the regimental chest 
if the loss results from his orders. 

The Regimental Administration consists of— 

1. Administrator of Economy ; 

2. Adjutant ; 

3. Secretary ; 

4. Paymaster (Cashier) ; 

C. Quartermaster; 

C. Ordnance Officer ; 

7. Commander of Hon-Combatant Company ; 

8. Chief of Hospital ; 

9. President and Secretary of Regimental Court. 

10. Chief Surgeon ; 

11. Chaplain. 

The Administrator, the Adjutant, the President of the 
Court, the Chief Surgeon, and the Chaplain communicate di- 
rectly with the Colonel ; the others through the Administrator. 

The Administrator of Economy is a field officer chosen by 
the Colonel, and confirmed by the Corps Commander. Has 
duties are, in general terms, to supervise aU the administrative 
business of the regiment ; he is charged with the accumulation 
of provisions and stores of every description, their preservation 
in the storehouse, the employment of regimental funds, the 
distribution to the men of what is due to them, etc. He sub- 
mits annual estimates of what is required for the next year, and 
is responsible for under- or over-estimates. He is always present 
at the disbursement of money from the chest. AE officers in 
the regiment responsible for money or property are subject to 
his orders concerning the money or property. To assist him in 
his duties, he has under his direct orders the Secretary, Pay- 
master, Quai’termaster, Ordnance Officer, and Commander of 
Non-combatant Company. The Secretary is chief of the chan- 
cery, or eluef clerk, for all administrative business, and conducts 


Literally translated, the “ man who manages the housekeeping. 
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its correspondeacej etc* The Paymaster'^* receives, keeps, and 
disburses, tinder orders from , tbe ■ Administrator, all money, 
property,' material, clotliing, etc., for the regiment, and bas 
charge of the storehouses; The Quartermaster receives, keeps, 
and distributes all subsistence property and forage, and all 
effects pertaining to barraclcs and quarters. The Ordnance 
Officer receives and distributes arms and ammunition, watches 
over the proper use of arms and instruction in target practice, 
has charge of the master armorers, etc. The Commander of 
h[on-eombatant Company commands this company (see p. 23), 
and has charge of the regimental train, wngons, horses and 
harness, and of all regimental shops. 

Tlie xidjiitant has charge of the pui’ely military husiiiess of 
the regiment, as distinguished from that of an administrative 
nature. Ilis duties are the composition of reports on the 
strengtli of the regiment, reports on battles, actions, etc., 
periodical reports and returns, and special reports. He has 
charge of the conduct rolls for all men of the regiment, and 
of the correspondence conceniing nominations, appointments, 
leaves, discharges, and rewards, for officers and men; makes 
out the regimental orders, rosters, details for service, etc. ■ He 
coiimiaiids, with the rights of a Company Commander, the wri- 
ters and musicians ; and he keeps the regimental seal. 

The Chief of the Hospital is an officer specially detailed to 
attend to the economy of the hospital, keep its accounts, super- 
vise the issue of rations to sick and attendants, etc. 

The President and Secretary, of the E-egimental Court ranlc 
as civilian officials; their duties are prescribed in the Code of 
Military Justice. 

The Chief Surgeon looks after the medical condition of the 
Eegimeiit, treats the sick and wounded, makes medical inspec- 
tions of barracks and lodgings,- and of the men and food, attends 
to the hygiene and cleanliness, prevents the spread of contagious 
diseases, etc; He has under his orders the Battalion Surgeons, 
the Medical Noii-eommissioned Officers and Apprentices, and 
the Hospital Stewards and attendants. ■ He reports directly to, 
the Colonel, and for medical affams to the Chief Surgeon, of the 
Dmsion. - , ■ ■ 


* In Kusglanj Kaznatck^^ i. e.,*‘ the man In chatge of. the chest.’’ 
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The Cluiplain is charged with the register of births, mar- 
riages, and deaths ; he reports directly to the Colonel, and, in 
ccclusiiisticid nivittcrs, to the Chief Chaplain of the Army or 

Girciimseriptioii. 

Tlie IN^oii-coiiibatant Staff (Medical and Ecclesiastical) are 
ap])oiiiteil by tlieir own Departments. The Adjutant^ Pay- 
master^ Qiiarteriiiasterj Secretary, and Commander of Non-com- 
batant Company, are cliosen by tlie Colonel from among tbe 
lieiitenaiits of tlie Eegiment; but tlie Secretary may be, and 
usually is, a civiliaii official. 

Companies. 

Tlie Company Commander is cliosen by the Colonel, and 
coniirnied by the Division Commander, from among the Oap- 
taiiis, 2d Captains, or Lieutenants of the Eegiment. He is 
responsible for the military proficiency, discipline, etc., of his 
company, a>s well as for its internal administration in matters of 
economy. The subaltern officers are usually two to a company 
in time of peace ; for their edncation they are required to write 
theses in tactics on maps and plans, to play Eriegspiel^ to have 
practical exercises in tactics at the autumn manoeuvres, etc. 
Every Eegiment has a society or club, with a lecture hall, library, 
billiard-room, fenciBg-room, checkers, and certain other games. 
On certain evenings of every month there are lectures, reading 
of papers, etc., l>j^ officers ; on other . evenings there are dances. 
The (lovernment gives $900 a year to each Infantry regiment, 
and $450 to each Cavalry regiment, to aid in this purpose; of 
which sum 50 per cent, goes to house expenses, dinners, etc., 
25 per cent, to the library, and 26 per cent, to the officers^ 
fund.” There are also contributions from the officers to sup- 
port the society. 

The iioii-coimnissioned officers of an Infantry Company are : 
1 Sergeant Major;. . 

1 Storekeeper Sergeant {JSitpitcmarmm ) ; 

4 Senior Non-commissioned Officers ; 

8 Junior Non-commissioned Officers {13 in time, of .war) ; 

16 (Lance) Corporals (20 m time of war).,': 
p The Sergeant Major is chosen among the non-commis- 
sioned officers of .the company by the .Captain, and. confirmed 
by the Colonel. lEs duties are. .to execute the orders of the 
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Captain^ make tlie detailsj supervise the economy^ and keep all 
the company booksj registers^ and accounts of soldiers. He is re- 
sponsible for the disciplinej and makes a morning report of the 
strength and condition of the company; at evening he reads 
the orders of the day, calls the rolls, and makes the details for 
next ■ day (so many men to each platoon, leaving, the choice of 
men -to the sub-officer of the platoon). 

The Storekeeper Sergeant has charge of the company store-'^ 
house, receives the fuel, lights, etc., of the company, keeps 
books of the same, etc. . 

The Hoii-eommissioned Officers are aids to the Sergeant 
Major. Each Infantry company is divided into 3 half compa- 
nies, 4 platoons, 8 sections ; each platoon has a Senior noii-eoni- 
missioiied officer, called the sub-officer of the platoon ; each sec- 
tion a Junior non-commissioned officer. While the Sergeant 
Major keeps all the books of the company, and is responsible 
for the discipHne of the whole of it, yet the siib-offlcers of pla- 
toons have niiich of the responsibility pertaining to 1st Ser- 
geants of coriipaiiies in our service. This arises from the great 
size of the companies (200 men in time of war). 

The best privates are chosen as Lance Corporals, one to 
every 10 iiieri, and 1 additional to every section. 

4IEMY atbunisteation m time of wae. 

At the time of the mobilization of the army destined to act 
in Bulgaria, i. e., in. November, 18'76, an Imperial order was 
issued defining the powers of a Cominander-in-Chief, and fixing 
the orgaiiizatioii, duties, etc., of the various administrations in 
time of war. The powers given to the Commander-iii-Cliief by 
thiS: (locunient are very extensive. He is appointed by the Em- 
peror, and announced in a Ukase to the Senate. He commands 
eveiy one in the army, including such members of the imperial 
family .as may be serving in it ; he has supreme cominaiid of all 
the Military Circumscriptions within the range of tlie theatre 
of operations, and of all provinces declared to be in a state of 
siege ; , he organizes temporary governments in conquered dis- 
tricts; his orders are" every where to be obeyed as those of the 
Emperor himself ; he acts according to his own will, conforming' 
only in general terms to the plan of campaign approved by the 
Emperor.. , He has full power to conclude' and to terminate armis- 
7 , 
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must liave tlie Emperor^s autliority before opening ne- 
gotiatifiiis f^ir peace. Henppoints the Kegimental CoiiinianclerSj 
of DetadonentSj Military GoTernors, and Provost Mar- 
slials ; rewards officers and soldiers witli decorations of a certain 
degree; lias autliority to remove any officer from Ms post and 
fimetioiis, to send Mm to the rear, and bring him to trial ; he 
can pardon criminals, mitigate sentences of courts-martial, and 
no deatli sentence can be executed without Ms approval ; he has 
the right to inflict summary piinisliment of the highest degree 
pos;d])!e niider the law. In administrative business he has the 
right to coiitirin contracts for any amoimt, to reject any or all 
bids call for new ones, and to employ all sums of money 
ti} liiin as he judges proj)er; Ms order for the dis- 
liiirscmerit of money relieves the disbursing officer of all pei-- 
soiial liahilitv. He can make requisitions and forced contri- 
Initioiis on the inhabitants, and can increase the .soldier’s ration 
or cliaiige its component parts. 

His lieadqiiarters administration is modeled on that of a Oir- 
ciirnscription, with certain necessary additions. It consists of — 


A, Prmmfgal Sections. 


1. General Staff, 

2. Iiiteiidance, 

8. Artillery, 

4. Engineer, 

5. CoiriToniiieatioiis {Etappen)^ 


each subject dmectly 
to the Coinmaiider- 
in-Chief. 


B. Secondary Sections, 

1. Provost Marshal (Commandant), ^ 

2. Hospitals, 

8. Medical I subordinate to 

4. Post-Office, of Staff. 

5. ('.luiplains, . ■ 

Tlie cliiefs, of all sections except the General Staff have 
himtcl duties and responsibilities, and have no right to inter- 
fere in any section hut their own. The Chief of Staff, on 
the ether hand, has no special restricted branch, no direct au- 
thority lu nnitters of economy, no personal liability, and com- 
mands no troops; but he is the direct Deputy of the Com- 
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iiian,cler-i'E"*Cliief in all matters of every nature wliatsoever ; lie 
is Ills liglit-liaiiii iiiaHj knows all Ms plans and ideas, issues all 
Ms orders, and is in general the means of communication be- 
tween the Comniander-in-Chief and all persons, administrative 
or eoinhatant, under his orders. 

The General Staff, like that of a circumscription, is divided 
into three sections — for correspondence, inspections, and econ- 
omy— each under its chief of section, and all imder the Deputy 
Chief of Staff, The latter is also charged with all the interior 
business of the Staff, i. e., its secretariat, the keeping of hooks 
and records, inforiiiation concerning position of troops, . the 
orders issued to them, reconnaissances, choice of positions, ex- 
ainmation of roads, of guards, of out|)osts, etc. He also, under 
the Chief of Staff*, has charge of the general ofB,ee or chancery 
of the Staff, of the sections of military topography, of guides, 
of spies, etc. All propositions of the Intendance, ArtiEeiy, or 
other departments of the administration must he siibiiiitted to 
the Commander-iil-Chief, either by the Chief of Staff or in his 
presence. 

The Iiiteiidaiice, Artillery, and Medical Departments are 
similar to those of a Circumscription. 

The De'partmeiit of Comiminications keeps up coniiniiriica- 
tions between the army anxl its base, and has complete control of 
all roads, telegraphs, railroads, and. water routes, and is responsible 
for their condition, as well as for everything connected with, the 
traiisiiort of men, horses, supplies, sick and woimdecl, material, 
etc. ; and in short has control of everything that takes place in 
the rear of the army. When the theatre of war is on Eiissian 
soil, tlieii the local administrations are charged with the execu,- 
tioii of^ everything necessary to facilitate the supply, etc., of an 
army ; wdieii the frontier of Kussia is passed and a secondary 
base is established, then a new local administration is forined, 
which acts ill fact as forwarders ■ of every tHng comiectecl with 
the ariiiy. If in tlie enemy’s country, the chief of this adniiii- 
istratiori is also Governor-General of the conquered territory ; 
if in an allied state, he acts ■ aceordingffo. a special eonventioii, 
and ill coiijiinctioii with a commissioner, named by the head of 
the allied .state. 

For iiistaiice, during the war in Bulgaria, the Military Oir- 
cimiscription of Odessa was declared in ,a state of siege, and .all 
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its troo]M ami resources were subject to the orders of the Grand 
UhIu* 'Nichoks, Ooinmander-in-Chief of the Active Army. At 
the ontlireak of war a convention was at once concluded with 
Roumania, prescribing the conditions of the passage of the 
troops, etc. When the Danube was crossed, a local administra- 
tion was established at Bucharest, under the orders of Aide-de- 
camp General Drenteln, who was subject only to the orders of 
the Commander-in-Chief, and who had control of everything mil- 
itary— troops, railroads, supplies, etc.— between the Pruth and 
the Danuhe. South of the Danube, between it and the army it- 
self, all roads, routes, telegraphs, and posts were under control of 
the Coimiiunications Section of the Staff at Army Headquarters. 

'I’he Administration (or Staff) of an Army Goips in time of 
war differs from that previously given for time of peace in the 
addition of an Intendant, Provost Marshal, Chief of Train, and 
(if necessary) an Engineer Officer. If the Corps is independent 
(for whic'h a special TJlvase of the Emperor is necessary), its ad- 
ministration is precisely similar to that of an Army in the field, 
though slightly smaller in numbers. 

DISCIPLINE. 

Only the more serious cases of breach of military law are 
brouglit for trial before Courts-Martial, of which there are thi*ee 
grades, all permanent courts, viz. : the Supreme Cornff or War 
Tribunal at the War Ministry, the Ciremnscription Court, and 
the Regimental Court. These are all composed of army officers 
serving on the court for stated periods, and during that time 
liable to no other duties. To each court there are one or more 
dtidge Advocates or Solicitora selected from the Corps of Judge 
Ailvocates. The findings and sentences of the court are in 
every ease decided by a majority, but the forms of procedure and 
tlio punishments for different degrees of crime are specified 
with great minuteness in the Military Code. Appeals can be 
taken up as bigb as the Supreme Court. Pardons, in time of 
peace, can only be granted by the Emperor. 

All minor offenses both of officers and men are punished 
summarily, the powers of each officer for this purpose being de- 
fined with great exactness, and a record of all punishments 
being made in a hook kept under charge of the Adjutant, which 
can he called for at any time by inspecting officers. 
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The scale of smnmaiy ptinishinents is as follows : 

JFor Officers* 

1. Eeprimand, verbal or written. 

2. Reprimand in public orders. 

3. Eepriinand in presence of officers specially assembled for 
the pnipose. 

4. Extra tours of duty.. 

5. Arrestj simple or under guard, for one month. (G-en- 
erals and Regimental Commanders can not be arrested except 
by order of the Emperor.) 

6. Loss of regular promotion. 

7. Deprivation of office or command. 

8. Dismissal from service. 

For Enlisted Men* 

1. Confinement to limits of garrison. 

2. Details for hard laboi’, not more than 8 days. 

3. Extra duty, not more than 8 days. 

4. Simple arrest, not more than one month. 

5. Severe arrest, not more than 20 days. 

6. Co:iifiiQ.eiiient in dark prison, not more than 8 days. 

7. Eediietioii of pay for lance corporals. 

Koieconimissioned officei'S can not be put to hard labor or 

in dark prison, and the Sergeant Major , can not be put in 
“ severe ” arrest. Kon-commissioned officers can be repri- 
iiiaiided, have extra duty as privates, be deprived of chance of 
promotion, kuvered in grade, or reduced altogether to privates. 

Bad cases, on wdiom the above punishments have no effect, 
can be tried by court-martial and put on the black list,” and 
can then be flogged, not more than fifty lashes. In campaigns, 
or when arrest is impossible, private soldiers may be punished 
by extra hard w^ork, loaded with weights for certain hours, etc. 
Ill the cavaliy the men can be made to walk behind the wagons, 
iveariiig all their accouterments. 

, The powers, of various grades of officers are, as. follows.: 

The Minister, of War, or , Commander of an Army or of a 
Cireumscription, can inflict any and all of the suiiimaij punish" 
isliiiieiits .ill the above lists. 

The Comiiiaiider of a Division can , inflict all the summary. 
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punisliincnts Upon STilsaltem officers except dismissal from ser- 
vice, wliicli is reserved to tlie Commander of the Circumscrip- 

flOli. 

Tlie periods of aiTest' yary for field officers and. subalterns 
friini 3 (lays, for a subaltern by a Colonel, to 20 days, for a field 
officer by tbc Corps CoiBinaBder. Company cominanders can 
OTilr iiiliiet upon subaltern officers reprimands, arrest for 24 
lioiirs, and 2 tours of extra duty. 

?or enlisted men, tbe Eegimental Commander lias tbe right 
til i!it!ic*t any and all of the aboye punisMients except degrada- 
tion and loss of tlie chance of promotion, which is reserved to 
the Giiinmaiicler of a Diyision. 

The commander of a battalion can inflict confinement to 
limits of garrison for 3 months,' severe arrest 10 days, dark 
prison 4 clays, black list 25 lashes. 

The commander of a company can inflict confinement to 
limits of garrison for 1 month,, extra service 8 tours, simple and 
severe” arrest 5 days,. -dark prison 2 days, black list” 15 
lashes. 

Subaltern officers can inflict confinement to garrison for 4 
days, extra service 4 tours, simple, arrest 2 days. 

Sergeant Major— eonfinem.enf to garrison for 4 days, extra 
service B tours, simple arrest 1 day. 

Platoon sub-officer— confinement to garrison for 2 days, 
extra service 2 tours. 

Lance Corporals— confinement to garrison for 1 day, extra 
service 1 tour. 

In general, offleem can only inflict punishment on those 
under their own orders, but all officers must' compel salutes from 
iiiftTiors, and repress disordem'-at afi times. 

Flogging is always administered under the personal .supervi- 
sion of tlie coiiipaiiy commander and in front of the company 
formed in line, and after the. cause, time, and place have been 
piiblk'lied in ordere. ■ 

To lie put on the black list'..” requires trial by the Cireum- 
seriptioii Court, in., case of ....non-commissioned officers and .' sol- 
diers having decorations and. service chevrons ; for other soldiers, 
atrial by the Eegiinental Court.- 'While on the black list,” 
soldiers lose all grades, ■ 'decorations, extra pay, privilege of 
guards of honor, orderHes,''etc.,:and' can. have, no more liberty. 
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After a yearls service on the “ black list,” soldiers whose con- 
duct has been good can be restored to good standing by the 
Eeginieiital Commander ; before a year has expired they can 
only be restored by the Commander of the Oircninscription or 
Army, for bravery in combat or other extraordinary service. 

Every punishment of officer or soldier is registered in a book 
subject to inspection by anthorized officers. These books are 
part of the regimental records under charge of the Adjutant ; 
they show the conduct of each officer and man ; but. (unless 
called for by order of the Emperor) only the following punish- 
ments are recorded in the ‘^record” which each man takes 
with him on leaving the regiment : 

For officers — Deprivation of command. 

Loss of rank or position, 

Dismissal 

For men — Loss of rank, 

Loss of pay, 

Time on “ black list ” recorded at length. 

In addition to the regular tribunals, there exists in each regi- 
ment an extra-official board, or sort of Court of Honor, known 
as the Officers’ Court. Officers who are not positively subject 
to trial by Court-Martial, but who lack the qualities of an officer 
and gentleman, either in battle or in the ordinary affiiirs of life, 
are Judged by this board, which also examines quarrels between 
officers. The Eegimental Commander decides whether the af- 
fair is worth submitting to this board. It is composed of seven 
members chosen from among the regimental officers above the 
grade of Lieutenant. They are' elected each year by the officers 
of the regiment, the seven receiving the highest balots being 
permanent niembers, and the next two being substitutes. 

The Board begins by a preliminaiy. examination, either on 
motion of the Eegimental Commander or upon the receipt of 
letters froiii any of the officers. As the result of that prelimi- 
nary exainination, the President reports to the Eegimental Coin- 
inander whether the lifiair should be tried or not. If the trial 
is proceeded with, the officer is heard in justification of himself; 
but .the whole trial is oral, and the only written record is the 
decision, which is made by a majority, of Totes. The result of 
the decision is— (a) to acquit the officer, (5) to recommend that 
he be admonished or brought to trial, - or (e) to request hi,in to 
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re^sigii. Tlie ckeMon ie signed by the iiiemberSj and is iinme» 
cliately c*oniniiinicated to tbe accused and submitted to tbe Eegi- 
mental Coniniander. There is no appeal from this Oourt, but 
the accused may within three days ask for a rehearing of the 
case on the ground of error; if the Eegimental Commander 
finds this recj[uest plausible, he can reconyene the Court. 

Of course, the decision of this Court has no binding official 
authority; but, if the accused refused to resign in obedience to 
its re^piest, there would probably be grounds enough for his 
trial liy Court-Martial, or for his summary dismissal by the Com- 
mauiha* of the Circumscription. In case of such a resignation 
or <iisiuissah if the officer has seryed the full time of obligatory 
.^t‘rvicL\ lie leayes the army altogether ; otherwise he is enrolled 
ill tlie reserve. 

Coriii order about the barracks and quarters is kept by cer- 
tain officers and non-commissioned officers, who are on service ” 
for the day, like our Officers of the Day, and of the Guard. 

Tiiese officers are : 

For each Regiment, one company commander; 

For eacli Battalion, one subaltern officer ; 

For each Company, one non-coimnissioned officer ; 

For each Platoon, one lance corporal. 

These officers are always at their posts during the twenty- 
four hours, and are responsible. for the behavior of the men and 
the dcaidiness, ventilation, and general good order of their bar- 
midvs. The regimental officer inspects the food of the men. 
All tlie officers and men service” are assembled at 6 a.m. 
to receive orders from the regimental officer, and at 8 p.m. to 
report upon the condition of things. Any extraordinary matter, 
sueli as lire, riot, etc., is reported at once. Soldiers on liberty 
report their arrival and departure to the regimental or bat- 
talion officer, and he .is also responsible for all watchmen, 
guards, etc. „ 

PAY ATO ALLOWAHCES. 

The pay of officers is.- intended to feed, clothe, .and... support 
them; the pay of enlisted^ men— which is extremely small in 
amount— is only pock6t-mo.Bey5 all their real wants being, sup- 
plied in kind by the Government,. The pay and' allowances 
officers are complicated .and of various kinds, as„follows,: 
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1. Salary; 

2. Table money ; 

3. Extra pay ; 

4. Extra allowances ; 

. 5. Lodgmg allowances ; 

6. Forage allowances ; 

7. Servants’ allowances. 

L Salary. 

Salary is of two' Idndsj ordinary and increased ; tbe latter is 
about 50 per cent, more- than tlie former, and is given to all 
troops ill time of war, and to those serving in tlie Caucasus, 
Turkestan, and Siberia in time of peace. All officers’ salary 
lias a permanent stoppage of per cent, for tlie iiospital and 
iiiedical atteiidaiiee fund, and 6 per cent, for the officers’ fund ; 
there .are also temporary stoppages upon receiving decorations, 
promotions, etc., wliicb go to pay for insignia, coiniiiissions, etc. 

2. TaUe Money. 

Tills pertains to the position held by the officer and not to 
liis grade ; it can be drawn only while the position is actually 
filled and its duties perfonned. 

8. Extra Pay. 

This is a fixed animal sum also given to the position and not 
to the grade, and is draw.n under the same conditions as the 
above. 

4. Extra Allowances. 

These are of various lands. They are given to officers as 
follows : a. Travel Pay. In case, of movement of detached 
troops of more than three ' days in duration, generals receive 
$1.87, field officers $1.15, and company officers 67 cts., a day. , i. 
Vam]:> Pay. In the siinimer camps, of not less than 6 battalions, 
field officers receive 45 cts., and company officers 23. cents a day ; 
in the grand inanoeiivres they receive the same as the travel pay 
Just riieiitioneci T,hese' accounts are presented to the Iiitendant 
of the Circiiinscriptioii, and paid by him at the end of every li, 
days. In time of war this travel pay is replaced by a war allow- 
ance of $6 for eorp.s commanders, $4.50 for division coin- 
maiiders, $3- for regimental commanders, $1.50 for field offi- 
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cere, 75 cts. for company commanders, and 40 ets. for subaltern 
olfiecrs. Tlie aboTe is the daily allowance for troops at tlie 
frcrtit ; those on the line of communications receive one Half of 
this. If provisions can not be bought, then officers may draw 
soldiers'* rations in kind. In garrisons, field officers receive 45 
cts. and company officers 23 cts. extra for each day that they 
are on guard. Officers serving in the recruiting commissions 
and ill proenriiig cavaliy remounts are also paid extra. 

Extra pay is given to soldiers for fatigue work, for reviews, 
sj’ieeial services in saving life, etc. AU regiments of which the 
Eiiiperor is chief receive on his birthday (April 17th) special 
presents of inoiiej. 

Oiiicers having a good record, when ordered to Turkestan, 
receive a present of two years’ salary if they have families, and 
oneyeaihsif unmarried ; similarly, for East Siberia one year’s 
extra salary, and for West Siberia half a year’s. Officers who 
have accepted these presents are obliged to serve three years in 
tiiose localities. 

Upon the outbreak of war all officers receive an indemnity 
for their outfit. For general officers and reginiental command- 
ers (who can receive this present but once), the amount of this 
is enough to buy the extra saddle-horses required in war, and 
the draught-horses and w^agon or carriage for their private' bag- 
gage ; for field officers and company commanders the amount is 
$112, for subaltern officers $75. 

Wlieii traveling on duty without troops, all officers have 
their actual expenses paid; if traveling beyond the reach of 
railroiids, they receive orders for post-horses, the number de- 
pending on their grade. , 

5. lodging Allowances* 

Every officer is entitled to quarters, fuel, lights, and plain 
f unlit 1.1 re ; this is either furnished in kind in government build- 
ings or barracks, or- its equivalent is -. paid in money. A Gen 
oral ollieer is cfonsidered entitled to 9 rooms, a regimental com- 
iiiaiider to 7, a field officer to- 4, and :a company officer to Al-. 
The money paid in lieu of quarters varies in different localities 
for different grades; the- cities of the Empire are divided 'into 
five classes, each of which -has its -designated allovrance for lodg- 
ing, etc. Hhe three great eities St, Petersburg,. Moscow, and. 
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Odessa malce up tlie first class ; in the second are Yilna, Kief ^ 
etc. ; in the other classes smaller cities and towns. At WarsaWj 
and ill . the Caiieasns and other distant localities^ there is a 
special distinct lodging allowance. Soldiers are quartered in 
hameks or other government buildings, in hired buildings, or 
on the inhabitants in special cases,, under very carefully defined 
laws. Each soldier is entitled to 1,157 cubic feet of space (lOf 
feet cube), which may be reduced in extreme cases to 343 feet 
(7 feet cube). Fuel, lights, beds, etc., are furnished in kind to 
the eoiiipanies for use in the barracks. 


6. Forage Allowance. 

Tlie daily allowance of forage is as follows : 



Oats. 

Hay. 

Straw. 

Cawlry IwacH-j *■! 

1511)8. 

12 “ 

10 lbs. 

10 “ 

4 lbs. 

1 4 “ 

Traill horses j 

10 ‘‘ 

10 “ 1 



...... 


Each mounted officer receives forage in land or money 
equivalent for 1 horse in time of peace, and also a money allow- 
ance for liis keep. In time of war the number of horses is 
greatly increased, and varies for different regiments and arms of 
the service. The Cornniaiider-in-Chief, for instance, receives 
forage for 40 horses and $3 a day for their care ; a regimental 
coiiiiiiander has forage in kind for 3 saddle- and 4 baggage- 
horses, and 77 cts. a day extra for the expenses attending their 
care ; a sub-Heutenant, 2 saddle-horses and 1 pack-horse, and 
4| cts. a day for their care. The money value of one daily al- 
lowance of forage is about 20 cts. 

7. Servants^ Alloioance. 

G-eneral Officers are allowed 3 servants. Field Officers 2, and 
Coni])any Officers 1 servant, chosen from the enlisted men (mar- 
ried ofiicers, 1 servant additional). These men follow the officers 
everywhere, but receive their pay and allowances from the Gov- 
erniiient, and are carried on the company rolls of their regi- 
ments. Officers who do not wish, to use the servants allowed 
them, receive $75 a year for each servant in lieu thereof. 

From the .above it ' is evident that it would be difficult ' to 
make a simple pay-table, showing the pay and allowances of 
each grade of officers,, since every officer’s pay varies with the 
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nature of Iiis duties and tlie amount of allowances drawn' in 
kind or in money. The actual salary (corresponding to the old 
P‘0’' proper ” in onr serYice) also yaries for the different arms 
of the service^ the Guard receiving more than the Line^ the Ar- 
tillery and Engineers more than the Infantry and Cavalry, etc. 
The tahle on p. 109, compiled from the Spravotchnaya Kneesh- 
ka/^ gives an approximation (to the nearest $5) of the pay of 
the Young Guard, Engineers, and Artillery, which is a medium 
hetween that of the '‘^Oid Guard’’ and the Infantry of the 
Line. TIic hgiires are exclusive of the 8|- per cent, stoppages 
previously explained. 

Officers receive their pay at the end of every month, the 
men at the end of every quarter. There are separate muster- 
aiicl pay-rolls in duplicate for officers and for the men, which 
pass tliroiigh the headquarters of the regiment and division, to 
those of the circumscription, where they are approved ; one copy 
is kept by the Intendant and the other returned to the regi- 
ment. Each officer is named separately in the pay-roll, hut the 
men simply in a lump, so many of each grade. Of the copy 
returned to the regiment, the stub is retained there, and the 
body sent to the nearest money depository for payment to the 
Cashier or Paymaster of the Eegiment ; the money is then dis- 
tributed, each officer signing a receipt, and each company com- 
mander signing for his whole company. After 15 days for 
offieei^'and 45 days for men, these receipts are sent to the De- 
partment of Control. 

Megimmtal Money in General, 

This is of two kinds : 1. Government Money ; 2. Eegimen- 

tal Funds. 

1. The Government Money is of two kinds: ck The pay, 
table, and other allowances of officers, money given in lieu of 
rations to the men, etc., etc. This money merely passes tlnwgh 
the regimental chest as through a bank, and must be disbursed 
exactly according to regulations ' and without any discretion, in. 
the regiment, and the balances always rigidly accounted for. 
5. The money for clothing, camp and garrison equipage, men’s 
quarters, forage, remounts, etc., all of which forms one sum, 
disbtmed for any or all of the purposes indicated, according to 
the discretion of the Council of Administration of the Eegi- 
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ivutiii, iind 'wliose balances are not accounted for to the Crown, 
bjit di.sl)ur,sc‘d by tbe Oounca for the good of the regiment. 
The accounts are, of couree, subject to inspection by the proper 
officers. 

2. The Eegimental Funds. These are derived from volun- 
tary contributions or similar sources, and are kept in the chest 
by^lie Eegimental Paymaster; they consist of— a. Officers’ 
Fund, formed by voluntary stoppages, used to make loans to 
officers at rates not exceeding 6 per cent., and also as a savings 
bunk. An officer, on leaving the regiment, receives all his de- 
posits and the legal interest. 1. Library Fund, derived also 
from voluntary stoppages. (The libraries of some of the older 
regiments number over 25,000 volumes.) The Government 
Iselps tliese two funds by 25 j)er cent, of the 6 per cent, stop- 
pages made against all officers, e. Church Funds, formed by 
sales of tapers, and by contributions of the regimental parish ; 
disbiu'sed by the chaplain, under dhection of the colonel, for 
images, etc. d. Soldiers’ Deposits, kept in the chest for safety 
hy the paymaster. 

The general administrative economy of the regiment, in- 
clnding all these funds, is nnder direction of a Board of Officers 
or Council, appointed for one year. Their estimates, accounts, 
etc., are subject to the examination of the Colonel and Chief of 
the Division, the latter’s approval being final. 

The hooks of the regiment are the Day Book, kept by the 
payma-ster, debited with the pay, money allowances, etc., re- 
ceived, and credited with the dishursements ; the Book of Eeon- . 
omy, kept by the secretary, containing a register of all transac- 
tions in this department; the Eegister of Soldiers’ Letters 
containing money ; and the Miscellaneous Book, containing the 
account of the Officers’, Library, and other Funds. AH money 
is kept on deposit in the regimental chest, the inner keys of 
which are kept by the chief of economy and the outer by the 
paymaster, both of vdiom must be present whenever the chest 
is opened. The Eegimental and Company Funds are kept in 
separate compartments. 

Bations. 

In general only the farinaceous portion of the ration is issued 
in kind, the rest being given in money, known as “ Soup-money” 
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(PreeTarzlieny Beiigy)^ wMcli is disbursed in each company^ 
under direction of the Captain, by an enlisted man, liaYing good 
talent as a marketer, and elected by the whole company. 

The farinaceous ration, in time of war, is hard black biscuit, 
2 lbs. per man per day ; in time of peace, it is wheat or barley 
flour and a buckwheat grnel much esteemed by the Enssian 
peasants. The ration of flour is 2*04 lbs. ; of gruel (in the grain) 
0*31 11). for the Line, and 0*42 lb. for the Guard. The bread is 
nsually baked by the men in company hakeries. 

The Soup-money is intended to huy meat, vegetables, salt, 
vinegar, tea, sugar, spirits, beer, and other articles of food and 
drink. The aiiioiiiit of this money is determined by the price 
of meat, wdiich is fixed each year % the CMef Inteiidaiit (with 
the approval of the Commander of the Cireumseription) ; if 
greater tliaii the last year’s price, the question must be referred 
to the ’War Council for its approval.' The other portions of the 
Soup-money are eoiistaiit and invariable, and the wliole sum is 
calculated to give the men lb. of meat about 4 times a week 
(1,96 days in the year, the rest of the year being fast clays), and 
a certain ainoiint of vegetables, tea, spirits, etc., etc. The allo'w- 
aiice is in three grades : the ordinary grade for soldiers having 
a mess in common and no garden ; the diminished (50 per cent.) 
for those having a mess and a garden ; and the increased (150 
per cent.) for those soldiers on detached service at Headquarters 
as clerks, etc. When troops are quartered on the iiiliabitaiits, 
the latter are obliged to feed them, and receive in return all the 
soldier’s rations and allowances. Troops on the mareh carry 8 
clays’ biscuit (5 days’ in w-agons and 3 days’ on the person), and 
buy the meat in villages, or drive cattle along -with them. 
There is no salt meat used in the Enssian service. 

Eecpiisitioiis for rations in kind are made on company re-, 
turns, consolidated into a regimental return, and sent to the 
nearest depot, wdience they are issued to the regimental cpiai^ 
termaster. Tliey are made for 30 , 15 , or 10 clays. ■ Recjuisi- 
tioiis for Soiip-nioiiey are made for 4 months in advance on the 
chief intendant of the circnmscription, who sends the money to 
the paymaster of the regiment in the same way as salaries, etc. 

Complaints as to quality are made to the regimental com- 
mander with samples, and from him,, if he and the field officers 
diid tlie complaint well founded, to the division coiiiiiiaiider, 
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inid tlienec to circTimseription headquarters. The rations are 
fran=purted from the depot to the regiment in wagons hired by 
the intendrinee, if the distance is more than 18 miles ; if les% by 
the wagons of the regimental train. 

Clothing, Cam^ and G-arrison Equipage. 

The clothing issues consist of woolen cloth, shins, and linen. 

Tlie underclothing is issued to the men, and becomes their 
personal property. The annual allowance is 3 shirts (2 linen 
shirts made up, and 19 cts. for the 3d), 2 pairs di-awers, leather 
cut out for 1 pair high boots and for refooting, 1 cravat, 1 pair 
Slimmer pantaloons, and 1 gymnasimn shirt. An annual 
antiwunee is made to each man of 40 cts., for sewing his boots, 
cleiming materials, a square piece of cloth (linen in summer, 
ill winter), which the Eussian peasants wear in place of 
soelcs, for gloves, suspenders, etc. 

Tlie uniform is not at first the property of the soldier, but 
of the Government. The uniform coat lasts 2 years, winter 
pantaloons 2 years in the Line and 1 year in the Guard, over- 
coat 3 years in the Line and 2 years in the Guard, cap 2 years, 
and lashlih or ear-muffler 6 years. The administrator of 
economy of the regiment receives all the cloth for uniforms 
and the money to have it made up, according to tables fixing 
the price of each article, in the tailor shops of the regiment or 
company. The coat, pantaloons, and cap, during their first two 
years, are called “first tenn uniforms,” kept in the regimental 
storehouse, and only issued to the men for parades and inspec- 
tions. During their third and fourth yeare they are known as 
“ second term uniforms,” and are constantly worn by the men. 
After tins they become the property of the men. Eecruits are 
furnished with a complete outfit, which at the end of one year 
becomes a “ second term uniform.” They usually bring a little 
mojiey to buy old uniforms from their comrades for every-day 
wear; otherwise they have great difficulty in keeping their 
clothes in oi’der. 

The accouterments are required to last a certain length of 
time, are always government property, and can only be con- 
demned after inspection. The pompon lasts 5 years ; the belt, 
cartridge-box, and knapsack straps, 12 years ; the knapsack, 10 
years; the cavalry valise (worn on the cantle of the saddle), 4 
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years ; cavalry cartridge-box and bolster, 8 years. These arti- 
cles are issued ready-made. Certain varieties of equipments, 
sneb as liarness, spades, wagons, etc., are issued but once, and 
tlien an annual allowance of money is made to repair or replace 
them. 

In place of cloth and other effects in kind, the regimental 
coimiiander may sometimes receive the money value thereof, 
and clothe and equip his regiment himself, being responsible to 
the division commander for the eondition of his regiment and 
the material on hand. Eeqnisitions for clothing and camp and 
garrison equipage are made out in the regiments and forwarded 
to the chief intendant of the cii'eimiscription so as to reach him 
by the 1st of September of each year. When approved by the 
commander of the cireiimseription, the intendant orders the 
nearest depot to issue and transport the goods to the regiment. 
They are there received by the paymaster in presence of the 
colonel and the administrator. Each bale, bearing the stamp of 
the “Depot' Inspection Committee, ’Ms received and a receipt 
given to the forwarder. The regimental and coni'paiiy eom- 
iiiandei's then open and examine quantities and qualities. Any 
complaints must be made within two weeks by the regimental 
comiiiaiider, and the depot must at once replace any shortages. 
Goods bad in. cjuality are kept in store until the annual inspec- 
tion of the division commander (which occurs about this same 
season of the year) ; and, if he finds them bad, then a special 
board of survey is convened, consisting of a representative of 
the intendanee department and one of the officers of the Line. 
The finding of this board is sent to the council of the circum- 
scription, 'Whicli has final decision in the matter. If the com- 
plaint is not sustained, the regiment must accept the goods; if 
it is sustained, then the inspection committee is pecuniarily lia- 
ble for the loss. This committee at each depot is composed of 
a president appointed by the Minister of War, the depot inspec- 
tor, who is an employee of the intendance, a secretary who is a 
specialist in the trade represented by the goods, and two mili- 
tary officers chosen from the troops in the circumscription by 
itS; coiiimaiider. 

Uniforms are made up in the tailor .shops of the regiment, 
and must be finished before spring.. 

The number of shop,s for each regiment of infantry or cav- 
8 
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airy, or brigade of artillery, is defined in orders. They consist 
of "shops for tailors, blacksmiths, carpenters, armorers, lock- 
smiths, Olid saddlers (in the cavalry and artillery). Before the 
late war tailor shops were organized at the depots to make up 
clothing and keep it stored ready for immediate use in the field 
—a certain portion of this ready-made clothing to be issued each 
year to the troops, to prevent its deterioration. 

Soldiers on lea™g their regiments to pass into the reserve 
receive a year’s underclothing and pay, the “ second term nni- 
foiaii;’ their knapsack, overcoat, and a sheepskin pelisse bought 
from the company fund. 

Ordnance Property. 

Amis are issued once, and an annual allowance is made for 
their repair and preservation. The company commanders are 
responsible for their condition. The regimental ordnance officer 
nialvcs such inspections as the colonel orders, and once a year an 
officer of the artillery department also inspects them. Certain 
repairs are made in the regimental shops ; others require the 
arm to be sent to the circumscription armories. The ordnance 
officer, assisted by the head master-armorer, has charge of the 
shop, and keeps in a book a register of each gun sent for repairs, 
the nature of repairs, etc. On the 1st of March of each year 
the division commander forwards to the headquarters of the cir- 
ciimseriptioii a report upon all the arms of the troops under his 
eoinrnand. Disabled arms are replaced at once on the basis of 
this report. 

The iminber of sm all-arm cartridges required by the Regu- 
lations to accompany the troops is as follows : , 
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Target practice is conducted partly with ready-made car- 
tridges and partly with refilled cartridges. , The. requisitions for 
all ordnance property are made by the regimental commander 
tlvrougii the division commander on the chief of artillery of the 
eirciimscriptioii, who ’designates the arsenal to furnish tliem. 
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Transjp07i^ 

Tlie Eegiineiita! Train for a 3-battalion regiment consists of 
41 ■wug’Oiis, and, for a 4-battalion regiment of 44 wagons, as fol- 
lows : 15 for amiiimiitioii, 16 for rations, 4 for sick, 1 for imple- 
ments of various Idiids, 1 for the Paymaster’s papers, 1 for tlie 
eliest, 1 apotliecary cart, 1 for liospital effects, and 1 for tlie 
pliarinacy ; for 4-battalion regiments 1 additional wagon eacli 
for aiiimiiiiitioii, for rations, and for tlie sick. All tlie wagons 
are for 4 liorses ■ except the apothecary cart, which has 1 horse. 
A <*avalry regiment has 2 amninnition and 5 ration ^vagons. 
Tlie number of horses maintained inpeace is only enough to give 
3 liorses each to tlie ration wagons, which do all the usual wmrk 
required aliont the regiments. The “wagons, horses, harness, etc., 
are issued but once, and each year an allowance of money is made 
for tlieii* repair or replacement, eqnal to one twelfth the cost 
price for wagons, and one te,ntl.i for liorses. . . 

The Private Train consists of '.the ofBeei*s’ carriages and 
baggage w’ugoiis, and the company soup wagons. In peace, 
officers may liiive as many equipages as they wish at tlieir own 
expense ; in Avar, they are limited to 2 officers’ wagons for a 
battalion of iiifaritry or two squadrons of cavalry — field officer’s 
baggage to SO, and eoinpaiiy officer’s to 40 lbs. 

Each (\nnpaiiy and Squadron has a small four-wheeled cart 
fin* one horse, carrying an immense soup kettle, and all the 
kitiflicn apparatus. During the war some companies had the 
patent iron kitelien on wheels, somewhat like a portable forge, 
but it did not give much satisfaction. 

CViiintr}' carts are impressed into service by the Inteiiclance 
Department, at rates of compensation and under restrictions 
defined *with' great minuteness in the military laws. 

CfAVAI.EY Amy AKTILLEEY DEMOUNTS. 

Horses .for Cavalry remounts must fulfill the following con- 
ditions : 

1. Age — For, the Guard, 4 to 7 years; for the Line, 4 to 6 

years. 

,2. Size— For the Cuirassiers of. the Guard, from to 16^^ 
'hands ; for the Light Cavalry of the Guard, from 14ff- to 15-j^g- 
hands ; for the .Line, from 14-1-1- to 15-^. 

3., Color— Must be the same in each regiment of the Guard ; 
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for the Line indifferent, arranged in the regiment by squadrons 
iiecording to color as nearly as possible. Trumpeters always 
ride white horses. 

4. Quidities— For the Guard, beauty as well as strength and 
fitness; for the Line, the usual characteristics of a good cavalry 
horse, without regard to beauty. 

5. Breed— For the Guard, in the renowned stables and stud- 
fiirins, particularly those of the south of Russia ; for the Line, 
principally in herds of hardy steppe horses, or in the stables on 
the steppe in the provinces of Pultowa, Kharkof, Kherson, 
Voronezh, aud the Don Cossack countiy. However, Remount 
Officers may buy where they choose, provided the horse answers 
all tiie conditions. 

The term of service of a cavalry hoi'se is 9 years ; the re- 
mount is therefore each year one ninth of the effective strength. 

Stallions are not permitted, and of mares not more than one- 
tliird of the whole number of horses. 

Bemount Offiem's . — ^In each Regunent of the Guard and 
each Brigade of the Line, there is an officer appointed by the 
Regimental Commander, and confirmed by the Division Com- 
mander, known as the Remount Officer, whose sole duty it is to 
attend to everything connected with the remounts, and who has 
an officer detailed as his assistant, and a detachment of soldiers, 
who assist liim in caring for the young horses and bringing 
them to the regiments. He receives $450 a year table money, 
and $520 travel allowance, and his assistant $240 and $400, in 
addition to their other pay and allowances. Each of these officers 
has his remount depot, designated by the Circumscription Com- 
mander, where the detachment remains, and where the horses 
are assembled and kept, previous to being sent to the regiment. 

The Remount Officer receives in advance from the Govern- 
ment for each home of the Cuirassiers, $225, of the Light 
Cavalry of the Guard, $140 to $152, of the Line, $94 ; for con- 
ducting the horses to the depots, $3 each for the Guard, and 
$2.25 for the Line. Having received this money and been 
notified of the number of horses required the next autumn, the 
Remount Officer undertakes the business precisely as if he were 
a contractor, buying at whatever age and whatever price he 
chooses— subject always to have his horses thrown back on his 
hands if not accepted, and to the pecuniary loss therefrom. 
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Tlie mew horses are received at the Eegiment by a Coiiimis- 
sioii, eoiiiposedj in the Giiard, of the Cavalry Division Com- 
manders and of officers named by the Commanding General of 
the.Gnardj and the Inspector-General of Cavalry; in the LinCj 
of a General officer appointed by the Inspector-General of 
Cavalryj a Cavalry Division Commander serving in. the Circum- 
scription, and the Brigade Commander in which the horses are 
to be received. The decision as to acceptance or rejection is 
made by a majority of votes. The young horses then pass a 
year in the Eeserve or Depot Squadrons, and are there broken. 
The following autumn they are taken into the regiments, and 
distributed by the Division Commander to the squadrons. 

The coiidemnation of horses already in service is made in 
the following manner : Each year, after the summer manoeuvres, 
the horses are put out to grass for a month. When they are 
returned to the staldes, the Eegimental Commander designates 
the lio'rees sul)Jec.t to condemnation, and they are then examined 
by a special Commission, composed of the Division, Brigade^ 
and Eegimental Coiiimaiiders ; all liorses which have served 12 
yea;rs are ])ositively condemned, no matter in what condition 
they may be ; the liorses unfit for service from disease or other 
cause, and those which have served 11, 10, and 9 years, are 
examined liy the Commission, which decides as to their fitness 
for service. The condemned horses are sold by auction, and 
the money turned at once into the Treasury. 

Each horse receives a name upon being accepted in the 
regiment, the remount of each year all having names beginning 
with the same letter ; and his history is kept in a Eegister in 
which his description, breed, etc., form the first entry. 

The Eegimental and Squadron Commanders are alone re- 
sponsible for the condition and treatment of horses. In the 
stables each horse must have a space of at least 5 by 9 feet, 
and a passage between the lines of horses of at least 4r|‘ feet. 
Horses to be separated by partitions or swinging poles. 

Officers are required absolutely to provide their own horses, 
but are allowed,. under certain .very limited and carefully ,defi,ned 
restrictions, to buy, once .in 5 years a horse from the squadron, 
paying his cost .price, transportation, and |15 extra. In , each 
Eeg.iiiient there is, a Eemouiit Fund, similar .to the. Officers’ 
Fund previously described, which lends money at 4 per cent, to 
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yiiiing ciffiecrs to buy horses, to be repaid by stoppages from 
tlieif pmy iu 8 years or less. ’Wheii this ftind exceeds |1,200, it 
is alkovetl to buy from it, by vote of the Eegimeiit, a horse as a 
present to an officer of good record without fortune, who has 
lost liis horse by some accident beyond his control. 

Officers of the Guard are required to have horses, of the 
color of their Eegiment. As a matter of fact, the wealthier 
Eegiuicnts average S or 4 horses to each officer, thoroiigh-breds, 
(English, Arab, and cross breeds), each horse worth on an aver- 
age from $SOO to $1,200. 

EBITCATIOK. 

The Military Schools in Eiissia are very numerous, varying 
from the primary schools, which take a hoy iiidiaiid at 10 or 11 
years of age, up to the higher schools for officers, which com- 
plete Ills professional education. They consist of three classes, 

as follows : 

1. Military Gymnasia (Preparatory Schools) ; 

2. Military Schools for the education of Junkers or Cadets 

to be Officers ; 

S. Military Academies for the higher professional education 
of Officer's. 

These constitute the regular course, but there are also ISTor- 
mal or Training Schools for education in special branches. 

1. Milito/ry Gymnasia, 

These are of two classes : the Gymnasia and the Progym- 

nasia. 

The Pmgymnmm take boys, of about 13 years of age, who 
luive mastered the' iixdiments of reading, writing, and arithnie- 
tie, and educate them for the Mihtary Schools for Junkers found 
in eacli Circiimseription. The course is for 4 years, and the 
aiiiiiial cost for each pupil is about $125. There are 10 of these 
schools, 4 of ‘which are in Asia, and all of which, except' one in 
bt. letersbiirg, are east of Moscow. , The total number of pii- 
pils^ is 2,(^0, graduating about 500 each year.'p 

Ihe Gymnasia take boys at the same age, hut restricted to 
the sons of the -privileged classes, and educate them for tlie^ Mili- 
tary Schools for Cadets. ■ The course is for three, years, and coiii- 
■prises Mathematics to include Plane Trigonometry, the eleineiits 
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of Natural Pliilosopliy and Pliysical Geograpliy, of Natural His- 
tory and Pliysiologys Geography, History, Languages (Freiicli 
and (Tennaii), Eiissiaii Composition, Drawing, and iiistruction 
, ill Drill, Gyiniiastics, Fencing, etc., etc. Certain pupils, selected 
by tlie Minister of War, are admitted free, and the others pay 
about §2iK} a year. 

In both the Gymnasia and Progymnasia the pupils all wear 
military iiiiiform, have arms furnished by the Goveriinient, and 
are formed into eoinpaiiies and a battalion for military drill 
There are 14 Gymnasia, of which 2 are in Asia, 8 at St. Pe- 
ters! .airg, 3 at Moscow, and 1 each in cities in other parts of the 
Empire in Europe. They contain 4,200 pupils, of whom about 
1,200 or more graduate each year they then pass into the Cadet 
ScliCKils, or, if not physically qualified to be OtScers, can pass to 
the lowest grade of Civilian Officials, or into business or other 
civil employment. 

2. Military Seliools, 

These are the schools which furnish Officers of the Army. 
They are of several varieties — 

ck JunJcer Seliools . — These are under the direction of the 
Circumscription Commander, and take only the graduates of 
tlie Progymnasia or tlie non-commissioned Officers serving in 
tlic Circuiiiiscriptioii. There are 11 schools for Infantry, 2 for 
Cavalry, and 2 for Cossacks. Of the Infantry schools, 5 are 
for 400 Junkers each, 5 for 300, and 1 for 200 ; the Cavalry 
s(3liools are 1 for 300 and 1 for 150 ; and the Cossack schools 
are each for 120 ; giving a total of 4,390 Junkers under in- 
struction. The coiii’se is for two years, and nearly 1,500 graduate 
each year, and form the great body of Officers of the Line of 
the Army. The time of ser-\dce at these schools counts as .ser- 
vice ill the ranks, as already explained (p. 16). The theoretical 
course lusts seven months, examinations one month, practical 
instnictioii in the field (sketching, reconnaissances, etc.) one 
iiioiitli, and the remaining three months are passed with the 
troops— the non-commissioned officers returning to their own 
Eegiments, and the rest of the Junkers forming a battalion or 
coiiipaiiy, and joining the troops, in the maiKBuvres. 

The whole course is in general education about equal to that 
of the Gymnasia, but has additional professional studies. The 
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tirst year’s studies comprise tlie Bussian Lauguage, Aritlimetie, 
Gcogn-aphy and History, and the Army Eegulations ; the second 
year's course continues the Bussian Language, and Algebra,- 
Plane Geometry, Tactics and Military Science, Field Fortifica- 
tion, Drawing, and the Army Begulations, Methods of Admin- 
istration, etc. Drill, Gymnastics, etc., in each year. ' 

The education of the majority of OfEicers of the Infantry 
and Cavalry is, therefore, seen to be not very profound or com- 
prehensive. 

h. The Cadet Schools. — These take boys from the Gymnasia 
and educate them to be Officers of Cavalry or Infantry of the 
Guartl, the pupils being sons of the nobility. The most aristo- 
enitic of these institutions is the Imperial Corps of Pages at 
St. Petersburg, admission to which is obtained only by direct 
order of the Emperor. Those whose families are wealthy pay 
about 8560 a year ; others ai’e educated free of expense. The 
pupils are divided into a preparatory class, 4 general classes, 
and 2 special classes ; the preparatory class takes pupils as early 
as 12 yeai-s of age, and from it they pass into the general class ; 
but the general or special classes can also be entered (the latter 
only between 16 and 18 years of age) by passing examinations 
about equal to the Gymnasium coui'se. A portion of the pupils 
perform service as pages of the bed-chamber to the Emperor ; 
they all receive military instruction in drill, etc. The two spe- 
cial classes (two years’ course) are specially intended for those 
destined to be Officers of the Army ; on graduating they be- 
come at ouce Sub-lieutenants or Ensigns, according to their pro- 
ficiency, in the Guard, or, if they choose, in the Line. 

The other schools of this class comprise three schools for In- 
fantry, known as the Paul, Constantine, and Alexander Schools, 
and one for Oavffiry, known as the Nicholas School— Ci\. situated 
at St. Petersburg, except the Alexander School, which is at 
Moscow ; and also the Finland Cadet Corps, differing but little 
from the othere, but situated at Helsingfors, and devoted to the 
education of Finnish Officers. 

The Infantry Schools accommodate 300 Cadets each, and 
the Cavalry School 200, or 1,100 in all, and furnish annually 
about 400 Officers to the Infantry, and 80 or 90 to the Cavalry 
—the course bei^ two years. Certain pupils, designated by 
the Minister of War, are free ; the others pay about $300 a year. 
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Each School forais a battalion, of 4 oompaiiies—tlie Cavalry 
School 2 squadrons— for purposes : of' instmctioii in drill, etc*, 
and ill this capacity passes three months of the year in camp, tak 
iiig part in the annual manoenYres. Candidates are admitted 
who have passed the Military Gymnasia (or Civil Gymnasia' of 
.equal grade), or who can pass an examination of the ' same de- 
gree* ■ The course comprises, instruction in the Eiissiaiq French, 
anti German Languages, -.hTatural Philosophy and Chemistiy, 
History, Geography, and -Statistical Information, Tactics, Mili- 
tary Science, Fortification, Drawing, Military Law and Methods 
of Administration, Drill, -Gymnastics, etc. 

T-lie-se Schools, furnish the bo.dy- of Officers of the. Guard, 
the graduates becoming Ensigns at once, and the course is seen 
to be more advanced than that of ' 'the Junker Schools. After a 
few jears^ service in the Guard, the- more ambitious and .intelli- 
gent OSicers seek active service 'and advaneeiiieiit in, Asia, or 
pass through the Staff Academy, and then return into the Guard 
or the Line, caecordiiig to the amount of success they have 
achieved. The majority of Officers of the Guard, however, re- 
mmii ill Idieir own Regiments until eligible to coniiiiand a Regi- 
ment, when they have, as a rule, to pass into the Line in order 
to rec3eive one. 

€3. J7ie and Engineer Schools — destined 

to the Artillery or Engineers are educated in separate schools— 
tlie Michael Artillery School, accommodating 160 pupils, and 
t.li,e Nicholas Engineer.- School, accommodating 120, both at St. 
Petersburg. Admission is limited to. the more distinguished 
scholars of the Gymnasia, -or to boys over sixteen .years of 
age. who can pass, an equal examination.' The course . in each, 
school is three years, and on graduation the cadets haffiiig the 
highest proficiency become at once sub-lieutenants, in,' the Artil- 
lery or Engineers ; the others are commissioned in the Iiifaiitiy 
or Cavalry. 

The Artillery course comprises ' instruction in Analytical 
G-eoiiietry, Differential and Integral C,alciilus, Meehaiiies, ’Natu- 
ral Philosophy and Chemistry, History, and Military Geogra- 
phy, Enssiaii, French, and German -Languages, Tactics, Artillery, 
Fortification,, Drawing, Military Law, and Methods of Admin- 
istration. Ill siiriinier they take, part in the inaiimuvres as, a 
..battery of artillery. . 
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The Engineer eoitrse is — ^Analytical Geometiy, ISTatural 
Pliiloisophj and Chemistry, Field and Permanent Fortification, 
ineliuliug iiuiiing and the attack and defense of fortified places, 
ArcMtettoe, Eussian, French, German, and English Languages, 
Dra\ring, Artillery. 

In all Military Gymnasia and Schools the first and daily sub- 
ject of instruction is Eeligion, and all pupils are members of 
tiio Eussian Greek Church. The Gymnasia, Junker and Cadet 
Sdiools for Infantry and Gavaliy, are under the direction of the 
ililitaiy Eilucation Bureau of the War Ministry. The Artil- 
lery and Engineer Schools, as well as the Academies for officers, 
:iro each under the charge of theii- own Departments (Artillery, 
Engineers, or General Staff). 

3. Military Academies. 

These complete the professional education of officers who 
hare afieady served for a few years with their regiments. 
There are four of these Academies, all at St. Petersburg, viz. : 
the hTicholas General Staff Academy, for 50 officers ; the Mi- 
chael Artillery Academy, for 30 officers ; the Mcholas Engineer 
Academy, for 35 officers ; the Military Law Academy, for 25 
officers. 

The Stajff Academy is open to all officers up to the grade of 
Major in the xirmy or 2d Captain in the Guard, who have 
served for four years as officers, two of which with troops. 
They are required to pass an entrance examination, about equal 
to the course at the Military Schools, and those highest on the 
list arc relieved from duty with their regiments and admitted 
to the xVcademy ; the others are returned to their regiments, but 
can have another trial the next year if they wish. Certain lec- 
tures are, however, open to all officers present in St. Peters- 
burg, as far as the capacity of the lecture hall will permit. 
Ofiicer.s are quai’tered or receive lodging aUowanee in St. Pe- 
t<!r.sbnrg, and attend the lectures, recitations, or examinations in 
the xVeademy at fixed hours. The course of study is for two 
years, and its principal subjects are Tactics, Strategy, Military 
History, Administration and Statistics, Geodesy, and Topogra- 
phy ; the minor subjects are the Eussian, French, and German 
Languages, Fortification, Artillery, and General History. 

Officers who are not making satisfactory progress are at once 


METHODS OF ADMIHISTEATIOE'. 


123 


retiiriieci to tlieir regiiiients. ■ At the final exaiiiiiiatioii the 
highest officers receive one step. in pmmotion if below the rank 
of Majoi-j and a year’s pay if of that grade, receive the gold 
badge of graduates of the Academy, and ai’e at once assigned 
to duty ill the General Staff ; officers of less proficiency receive 
tlie silver badge of' graduates, and are assigned to duty in the 
General Staff or returned to their regiments, according to the 
vacancies open at the time. 

Attached to the General Staff Academy is a Geodetieal Sec- 
tion ioT ten officers, for which the preliminary examination is 
the same as for the .Academy, with the addition of Analytical 
Geometry and the Caleiiliis. The course of instruction lasts 
two years, and the principal subjects are Astronomy, Physical 
Geography, Geodesy, Caidography, and Milita.17 Statistics ; the 
minor subjects are Military Administration, Tactics, and Lan- 
giiagcNs. At tlie end of their theoretical course they go to the 
Fulkova Observatory and have a two years’ practical course in, 
Astroiioiiiy and Geodesy, at the end of which, if proficient, they 
become Geodesists of the Topognipliical Corps, and receive one 
step ill promotion and the badge of their scholarship. 

Tlie course at the Staff Academy, including the Geodetic 
Section, begins on the 1st of October and lasts a whole year. 

The AHillery and Engineer Academies are open to all offi- 
cers of any liranch of the service, up to the grade of 2d Captain 
ill the Army or Lieutenant in the Guard, who have served for 
three years as officers, two of which actually with troops, and 
who can pass an entrance examination equal to the graduating 
examination at the Artilleiy and' Engineer Schools. The course 
in each is for two years; its principal subjects are, for the Ar- 
tillery, Ballistics and Applied Mechanics, the History of Artil- 
lery, its organization, administration, and tactics ; for the Engi- 
neers, the Science of .Fortification and its History, Applied 
Medianies, mid the Theory of Building and Architecture, and 
engineering constructions of all kinds-; the minor subjects are 
Higher Matliematics, Chemistry and Mineralogy, Drawing, etc. 

On graduating, the officers, if proficient, wear the b.adge of 
the Academy, are assigned for a year to the- batteries or sapper 
battalions of the Guard, and are' then assigned to batleries or 
sapper battalions in the Line, or to engineer duty on fortifica- 
tions.. . 
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Tha Military Law Academy is open to all officers who have 
served three years, and who can pass an examination showing 
an eiementary knowledge of law, and a natnral capacity for it. 
The course lasts two years, and its principal subjects are the 
different branches of military and international law and forms 
of procedure in the Eussian and other services, and its minor 
branches are criminal, police, and civil law, and the principles 
of Military Administration. Officers on graduating receive the 
badge of the Academy, and are appointed permanently in the 
judicial branch of the Army when vacancies arise. 

4. Special Schools. 

There is {a) at Moscow a school for 75 students, designed to 
educate teachers for the Military Gymnasia ; (b) at St. Peters- 
burg a Pyrotechnical school for 100 students, designed to edu- 
cate foremen and laboratory men for the artillery workshops ; 
(e) at St. Petersburg a Drawing School for 200 students, de- 
signed to educate draughtsmen and subordinate topographers 
for the army; {d) at St. Petersburg a Topographical School 
for 40 pupils, designed to educate topographical officers and 
officials, chosen from among non-commissioned officers and 
civilians who pass a certain examination ; (e) a Military Law 
School for 100 students, designed to educate subordinate officials 
for the Law Department; (,/) a Eiding-Master’s School for 40 
students, designed to educate the regimental riding-masters in 
riding, hippology, and veterinaiy science; ig) three surgical 
schools at St. Petersburg, Moscow, and Kief, accommodating 
300 pupils in all, destined to educate Hospital Stewards and 
Surgical Assistants ; and finally, (A) the Medieo-Chirurgical 
Academy at St. Petersburg for 280 medical and 20 veterinary 
students, designed to furnish a well-educated body of Army 
burgeons. The course is for five years, after which the gradu- 
ates pass two years in the military hospitals, and then return to 
pass their examination for the degree of M. D. The six highest 
students are allowed $750 a year, and sent abroad at public 
expense to complete their education. Surgeons educated at the 
public expense are required to serve thirteen years in the Army, 
and two years additional for each year passed abroad. 

The lack of a generally educated middle class in Eussia, 
upon which to draw for the various classes of specialists required 
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ill an army, lias compelled the Govemment to found all the 
special schools Just named, most of which date from the reign 
of Eieholas, or of the present Emperor. Since the aholition of 
serfage, and partienlarly since the law of universal military ser- 
vice was passed, thorough schools for enlisted men have been 
established in every company in the Army, and non-commis- 
sioned officers’ schools in every regiment, -each under direction 
of an officer, and snbject to rigid inspection. But active service 
and other causes have somewhat interfered with this, and the 
proportion of soldiem who could read and write was reported at 
115 in 1,000 in 1870, and is estimated ' under 200 at present. 
This is a long way behind the German service, whose statistics 
give 965 out of every 1,000 men at large in the army as possess- 
ing a rudimentary knowledge of arithmetic as well as reading 
and writing. 

BECAPrrimATiON. 

The fundamental principles of Eussian Military Adminis- 
tration may be summed, up as follows : 

1. The Emperor is Commander-in-Chief, and his organ for 
military affairs is the Minister of War, to whom all military 
persoii.s and officers are subject. 

2. Tlie Ministry of War is composed of several bureaux for 
the administration of the military business of various kinds, 
these hiireaiix being subject to the Minister of War alone. 

3. Owing to the vast extent of the Empire, it is divided into 
14 districts called Military Circumscriptions, at the head of each 
of which is a small Ministry of War. 

4. The Commander of one of these Circumscriptions has the 
rights of military coimnand over every military person in it ; 
but in affairs of property, supply, etc., he is only tlie President 
of a Council, the, majority of whose votes decides all questio'iis. 

5. .The Ad.ministration of one of these Circumscriptions 
consists, be.side8 the Commander, only of — 1. The General 
Staff, having the duties of the AdJutant-GeneraFs and Inspector- 
GeneraFs Departiiieiit in our service; 2, The Intendance, -charged 
with everytliing in the way -of supplies, whether in money or 
ill kind, and of all business not of a technical military nature, 
i.'.e., the business of the- Quartermaster,, .Subsistence, and Pay 
Departments of our service; 3. The. Artillery Department, 
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charged with a stipervision of the condition of artillery troops, 
and with the supply of everything known as ordnance and ord- 
nance property in oui- service ; 4. The Engineer Department, 
charged wnth a supervision of the condition of fortifications, 
roads, etc. ; 5. The Medical Department, charged with the care 
of the health of the troops. This makes up what we would call 
the Staff of the Circumscription. There is, also, at each Circum- 
scription Headquarters a permanent Couit-Martial, formed of 
officers detailed for a term of yearn. 

G. The General Staff, being a purely military branch, draws 
its officers from the Line, and sends them hack to it. For in- 
stance, a Lieutenant of four years’ service goes to the Staff 
Academy and graduates after two years, then becoming a Cap- 
tain of the General Staff, and attached to the Headquarters of a 
Corps ; after a few years’ service, depending on his efficiency, 
he becomes a Colonel of the General Staff, and Chief of Staff 
of a Division ; he is then, after a few years, aceoi’ding to his 
merit, eligible either to receive command of a regiment, or he 
promoted to Major-General and Chief of Staff of a Corps sub- 
sequently he receives command of a Brigade, or of a Division, 
bceommg a Lieutenant-General ; he then may he chosen Chief 
of Staff of an Army, with the rank of full General, and after 
that he appointed to the command of an Amy, or Chief of the 
Corps of General Staff. Constant interchange between service 
in command of troops and service as Chief of Staff is the essen- 
tial principle. 

7. The Officers of the Intendance or Supply Department 
are chosen, usually but not always, from officers of the Army. 
Once appointed in the Intendance, they remain there, but they 
are not rated as offleem, but as Military officials of a certain 
grade in the Hierarchy or “Tchin.” For instance, the In- 
teniiant of a Corps is an official of the 6th grade, ranking with a 
Colonel ; the Intendant General, Chief of the Intendance Bureau 
of the War Ministry, is of the 3d grade, ranking with a full 
General. The permanent Law Officers are chosen md rated and 
promoted in the same way; the Medical Officers also in the 
same way, except that they are taken from graduates of the 
Medical Academy, and not from officers of the Army. 

8. Tlic Engineer and Artillery officers alternate in service 
between duty with troops of their own arm and duty in con- 
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gtiiictioii or in administration in tlieir own specialties. Those 
slioiriiig spc^cial aptitude in construction are usually retained for 
great lengtiis of time, or eyen permanently, on that duty. The 
highest ciiiices are those of Chief of the Department, or Chief of 
Artillery or Engineer at Headquarters of a large body of troops. 
For example, the Chief of Artillery of a Ci.rciimscription is a 
LieiiteiiantrGeiieral, and is chosen from officers who have served 
on, eoiistriiction duty as well as in command of Brigades of 
Artillery. After having been Chief of a Department, the 
only position' they are eligible to is to command a Circiim-. 
seriptioii or an A<3tive Army, e. g.. General Todlehen ; if not 
appointed to tliis, they must be retired. 

9. The Admiiiistraticn of a regiment is made up of a 
C(donel in command, an Adjutant for military business, a Sur- 
geon for medical affahs, and an officer (usually next to the 
Colonel in rank) who has charge of all business not of , a 
tecliniiail nature. He is known as the Administrator of Econ- 
omy, and has a certain number of Lieutenants detailed to assist 
liini as Paymaster, Quartermaster, Commander of ITon-Com- 
batanls, Secretary, etc. 

PI Promotion is by seniority up to the grade of Company 
Coiiiiiiander; after that by selection, due regard being paid to 
the oflii^oFs capacity as well as his length of service. Eegi- 
nieiital Coirniianders and Generals are appointed and assigned 
to coiiiinaiiil by the Emperor, on the Eecoiiiniendatioii of the 
Minister of War. Battalion and Company Ooinmaiiders are 
appointed by the Circumscription Commander, on the recom- 
iiiendaticm of the Commanders of Divisions and Eegirnents. 



CHAPTEE T. 


TACTICS.*^ 

1. Infantry Tactics. 

The Oompany is formed in two ranks, the men ranged 
aeeordiiig to size from right to left. Each Company, which 
consists of 2 or more files, is divided into 2 platoons, each 
platoon into 2 half-platoons, and each haM-platoon into 2 
sections. 

The length of pace in the ordinary march is 1 arshin (28 
inches), and the number of paces 112 to 116 to a minute. 

The formations of the Company are: 

The Deployed Line, 

The Columns, 

The Scpare. 

In the deployed line {mzmmuti froni) the half-platoons are 
placed one beside the other, according to their numbers, from 
right to left. . . 

The colnnms are those of Platoons, Half-Platoons, and Sec- 
tions, accorcling to the front ; columns at Ml distance, half dis- 
tance, and close column, according to their depth, the last having 
' a distance of 5 paces. 

Files (coluiim of twos) and double files (column of fours) are 
formed by facing to the right or left. 

The Square is formed from the column when as many as 
two half-platoons are present; a single half-platoon can not form 

* Tfce following chapter is merely a brief summary of the Tactics prescribed in 
the Busslan Regulations, as given in the “ Spravotcbnaya Kneezbkay edition of 
1875. In Part IV. will he found some discussion of the tactics as practiced and 
developed during the campaign. 
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a square. Tlie sections formed into square- fire by yolleys or by 
ile. Tbe Eiissian Square is in reality a shallow rectangle, and 
is fci:r.mecl from the close colninn of platoons by the two files on 
botli ilaiiks of each platoon simply facing ontyrard and filling up 
the gap of 5 paces between the two platoons. 

For an attack the dispersed order is employed. The com- 
pany deploys a half-platoon in front as skirmishers, and the rest 
follow, 300 paces behind, assembled as a reserve. The skir- 
mishers consist of groups of 4 men each, under command of 
the oldest soldier of the group. To strengthen or weaken the 
line, the intervals are diminished or increased.. 

IVlien the skirmisliers <advance under fire,, they will spring 
forward from one cover to another at distances of 25 to 50 
paces ; tliis will be. accomplished upright and running quickly; 
bending over is regarded as demoralizing. 

If the ground affords cover for tlie whole line, it will ran 
forward together from 50 to 100 paces ; the order for this wdll 
be given by the ofSeer cominariding the skirmish line by trumpet 
signal. 

For tlie charge, the signal charge (“ AUah ”) will be beaten 
or sounded at 100 paces from the enemy ; at 50 paces the officer 
signals to drop the bayonet, and at 30 paces comiiiaiids Hut- 
rahj^ at wiiicli the men take the gun in the balance,^ ^ and, 
yelling Hurraliv’'’ tlirow themselves upon the enemy. 

Should the signal Attack ” be sounded for the reseiwe, the 
skirniisli line W'ill move to the flanks to allo-w the reserve to 
pass, and will pour in a fire upon the enemy, advancing on the 
flanks of the reserve should tlie attack succeed. 

In case of an attack by cavalry, the groups of fours rally on 
the nearest ofiieer and non-commissioned officers, and form 
.squads. The reserve (half-platoon or section) remains , .in de- 
ployed line, opens fire by volleys against the advancing cavalry 
at about 300 paces, and at the same time begins to approach the 
sldnnish groups. 

Wlieii a battalion is assembled, a whole company acts as 
skirmishers. . 

The liattalioTi consists of from 2 to 5 Com,paiiies. The first 
four companies are known as Line companies, and the fifth as 
the Ei fie company. 

The formations , are the Deployed Line,, the Columns, the 

0 - 
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'I 

Order of Battle by Oompanies (Company Column), and tbe 
Square. 

In the Deployed Line the four line companies are drawn 
up in line, with intervals of one pace from one to another, 
from right to left, according to their numbers. The rifle com- 
pany is drawn up in Colunm of Platoons, 50 paces behind the 
center of the battalion. 

The battalion columns ai-e those of Double-platoon, Platoon, 
Half-platoon, Section, and File, according to the front ; right in 
front, left in front, or on the center, according to the leading 
platoon or section; at full distance, half distance, or close- 
column, according to the distance. These names sufficiently 
explain the formations. 

In the double column by platoons on the center, the left 
platoon of the 2d company and the right platoon of the 8d com- 
pany are in front, the other platoons follow them, those of the 
2d and 1st companies forming the right of the double column, 
and those of the 3d and 4th the left ; the rifle company takes its 
place in rear, the 1st platoon in the right column, the second in 
the left. The distance is 5 paces. 

In the column of half-platoons on the center, the head of 
column is formed by the 4th half-platoon of the 2d company 
and the Ist half-platoon of the 3d company ; the half -platoons 
of the 2d and Ist companies form the right of the double col- 
umn, and those of the 3d and 4th companies the left. The 
rifle company is broken into half-platoons, of which Kos. 1 and 
2 take their places at the rear of the right column, and 3 and 4 
at the rear of the left column. 

To form column of double files on the center, the 1st and 2d 
companies face to the left and file to the right, the 3d and 4th 
com]»anies face to the right and file to the left; the skirmish 
companies follow, at a distance of 5 paces, in column of sections. 

In tlie Company Column, the line companies maybe formed 
in imo or in two lines ; the Battalion Commander designates 
the nmnber of companies for each line. The companies of the 
first line arc either in line or in column, those of the second 
line in column of platoons or haM-platoons. If two companies 
are in one line, the interval between them must he not less 
than 4 platoon fronts ; if three companies, not loss tban 1 pla- 
toon front ; if four companies, not less than 1 pace. At the 
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command of tlie Battalion Commander tliese intervals^ ’wMcli 
leave room for the full deployment of the battalion, maybe 
extended. Tlie second line follows the first at a distance of 
200 to 400 paces. 

To receive a cavalry attack, square is formed by those 
eompaiiies only which are on the threatened flank, and only 
in ease the grouricl affords no cover. 

Ill tlie Battalion square the companies are grouped as in 
Battalion columns on the center. The line companies form each 
a company square (all the platoons facing to the front), and the 
rifle company remains in line facing to the rear. The Square 
formation is only employed in those rare cases in which the 
Battalion luis not time to deploy at least a part of itself into line 
in the direedion from whieh the attack is threatened. 

The Battalion is. formed in dispersed order,. with skirmish 
line, and reserves (supports) on the same principles as.exphained 
for the company; only the skirmish line must always be of 
sufficient length, to cover the whole front of the battalion. 
Tli,e sti’cngtiiciiiiig of the skirmish line, the advance, and the 
attae'k "with the bayonet, are conducted, in the same iiiaimer 
as in the company. 

If the battalion is in line and the signal ^‘Deploy is 
givein eacli line company deploys a half-platoon as skirmishers ; 
liiit if the battalion bo fo.rmed in the order of battle by compa- 
nies ill j->latoori colimiii, then at the above signal the half -platoons 
at the head of each cohinm in the first line are deployed as 
skiririisliers, Tlie Battalion Commander may, however, if he 
sees fit, order a |)latoon or a wdiole company into the skirmish 
line. 

If a battalion deployed in line is unable to arrest the 
ad\’'aiice of the ei.iemy by its fire, when the latter conies within 
50 paces, the last volley is delivered, and. the Battalion Com- 
mander cries Hurrah,” whereupon the line companies msh 
forwa.rcl, with, the same shout, upon the enemy with the bayonet. 
The rifle company will hold itself in readiness to siippo,rt one of 
the wings or tlie center of the battalion, or .to cover the retreat. 

Ihvo or more battalions united are' formed either alongside 
of one another, forming a battalion-line, or behind one another, 
f < ami iig a general column. From both formations eelieloiis may 
be furiiicil. In battalion li.ne, the battalions .mav be formed 
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eitlier in line or in colnmn, or in the order by companies, or 
finally in square. The general column may also be formed 
from battalion columns. 

Of the different battalion columns, those on the center by 
platoons or half platoons are exclusiyely used in mancenvres 
previous to engagements. 

In battalion line with deployed battalions, the intervals are 
40 to 50 paces ; with the battalions in the order by companies, 
the intervals are 40 to 50 paces if the companies are in one line, 
and SO to 100 if in two lines. If several battalions are drawn 
up in two lines, the distance between the lines is from 400 to 
SOO paces; the battalions are then formed in columns on the 
center, and those of the rear line are covered by those of the 
front. 

Echelons ai-e formed by successive forward or backward 
marehing of one of the two wings or of the center. The 
strength of the echelons and their distances are fixed by the 
commandei’s ; if not so fixed, the distance is taken at the num- 
ber of paces in a battalion front. 

2. Artillery. 

Two gxms, with their limbem and caissons, form a platoon, 
two platoons a division, and two divisions a battery. In the 
deplo 3 'ed line of a battery the guns are at intervals of 6, 12, or 
24 paces. Firing is by piece, by platoon, by division, or by 
battery. 

3. Cavalry. 

The squadron is drawn up in two ranks and divided into 4 
platoons; the chiefs of platoons are posted in front of their 
platoons. 

The formations of the squadron are the deployed line and 
the columns. The latter are either by half-squadrons or by 
platoons; in the former case at full distance, in the latter at 
half distance. The column of platoons is considered the most 
convenient formation for all exercises. There are also columns 
by file, of twos, of threes, and of sixes. 

The charge is made in close and in dispersed order, from 
rest or in motion. In the latter case the squadron moves for- 
ward first at a walk, then at a trot, finally at a gallop, and at 80 
to 150 paces from the enemy the command Marsoh—mo/rsoh'’' 
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is ■ given. In tlie former case (from at rest) tlie command 
is giveiij and the squadron commanders 

execute tlie “ .Shoeh'^^ 

The attack in dispersed order is made only hj a lialf-sqiiad- 
ron^ the other half following at about 150 to 200 paces in close 
order as reserve. 

The Eegiiiieiit consists of four squadrons^ and two squadrons 
form a division. 

The formations of the Eegiinent are the Deployed Line^ the 
Line of Golniims, the Close-Cohimn Line and the 

Eegiiiieiital Columns. 

Ill the Deployed Line the squadron intervals are one qdatoon 
front. 

In. the Line of Columns the squadrons are in column at 
deploying intervals. 

In the Close-Column Line the squadi’ons are in column with 
intervals of one pace. 

In the Eegimeiital Columns the squadrons follow each other 
either in deployed lines or in eolmims of lialf-sqiiadronsj or 
platoons, or tiles. The column of platoons is always at full dis- 
tance ; that of liaE-squadrons or squad.rons may be at full or at 
half d:i.staiiee.. 

Echelons may be formed by squadrons or half-squadrons, in 
the same manner as in the infantry. The strength of the eche- 
lons and their distance are determined by the Eegimental Com- 
mander. 

The charge in close or dispersed order is executed in the 
same maiin,er as in the squadron* In dispersed order the de- 
ployed lialf-sqiiadroiis are - commanded by a Division Com- 
mander. 

For fighting on foot, the Dragoons are all furnished, with 
the iimsket and bayonet; hTos. 1 and 3. dismount, and No. 2 
remains mounted, holding the horses of the men on either side 
of liim. All the Cossacks are furnished with muskets and fight 
on foot in .the -same way as the .Dragoons. In the Lancers and 
Hussars only the: rear rank is armed with muskets. 

4. Tactics of Large Bodies of Tro(^s, 

■ Wlim. in reserve , large bodies of troops are formed as fol- 
lows: Infantry. in battalion double columns on the c.eiiter of 
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half-platoons at half distance, in one or two lines, with intervals 
of 50 paces between battalions. The artillery, in columns of 
half-batteries on the center, is posted in rear. 

For parade, the infantry is formed in one or two lines in 
battalion double columns on the center of platoons at half dis- 
tance, the artillery in rear of the infantry; and the cavalry in 
rear of aU. 

For action, the formation is in three lines ; in the first line, 
battalions of infantry in line or in Company Columns, the artil- 
lery on the flanks or in the center, detachments of cavalry on 
the extreme flanks; in the second line, battalions of infantry 
in the order of Company Columns, with artillery as in the first 
line — the distance between the two lines not to exceed 400 
paces ; in the third line, the reserve formed in battalion col- 
umns as just above mentioned, with the artillery massed. The 
strength of the reserve is from one third to one fourth of the 
whole force, and it is placed out of range, at a distance de- 
pending on circumstances and the nature of the ground. 

The batteries are supported by detachments from the nearest 
battalions, and these detachments send out skirmishers to keep 
off those of the enemy and protect the batteries. The main 
body of the cavalry is, at the begiming of the action, with the 
reserve. 

5. Bivouacs. 

Infantry Battalions bivouac in battalion columns on the cen- 
ter of platoons at half distance. The arms are stacked in this 
position, and if the bivouac is for a single night, the men pitch 
their shelter-tents and sleep in line behind the stacks ; if for a 
longer period, the men move out on either flank clear of the 
stacks, and pitch their tents or build huts in lines of platoons. 
The Bcgiment is bivouacked with the battalions as above, in 
one line for tliree-battalion regiments, and two lines for fonr- 
battalion regiments. The Division is bivouacked with the 
Regiments in one or two lines. 

Batteries bivouac in deployed line between Regiments. 

Cavalry Regiments bivouac in Regimental columns of squad- 
rons in lino, tbe front rank of each squadron pitch their tents in 
one line, and the rear rank in another ; the two lines are sep- 
arated by a distance of 12 paces, in which the horses are pick- 
eted in line with their heads together. 
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„ All camps liaTO the usual camp guards in addition to the 
outposts* 

6. Outjposts. 

If the enemy is over two days’ march distant^ he is observed 
by detachments of cavalry sent forward in reconnaissance. 
These go forward ^ to 10 miles in the direction of the enemy^ 
post squads or pickets on all lines of approach and other impor 
tant points, these pickets being not more than 1 verst (two 
thirds of a mile) apart, keep the rest of the force in reserve be- 
hind the line of pickets, and send ont scouting patrols to observe 
the enemy. 

If the enemy is at closer distance, he is watched by an out- 
post in three lines, the pickets in the first line, supports in the 
second, and main body in tbe third. If composed of foot troops, 
the pickets are from 100 to 150, or in very open country 300 
paces apart ; the supports are at cross-roads or other points about 
500 paces behind them; and the main body, m a ravine or 
otherwise out of sight if possible, about 1,000 paces behind the 
supports. If composed of cavalry, the pickets are from 300 to 
500 paces apart, the supports 1,000 paces beHnd them, and the 
main body 1,500 paces ^behind the supports. The main body 
consists of two thirds of the whole outpost, the remaining third 
being in the pickets or supports ; the infantry are not allowed 
to leave the vicinity of the stacks of arms, the guns are horsed, 
and the cavalry horses are saddled' and one third of the troopers 
ready to mount. The supports consist of 8 to 12 men each, and 
are posted at convenient points to give assistance quickly to the 
pickets; one half of the men are on duty, the other half rest- 
ing. The pickets consist of i men (6 in the Cossacks) ; 2 men , 
are resting, grazing their horses, etc., under cover if possible, 
and the other 2 form the picket, one of whom is always mounted 
and ill observation, and the other under cover if -possible, but- 
ready to replace the fi.rst if he is hit, or to carry messages, etc. 

A squadron of cavalry can watch a front of about 3,000 to 
4,000 paces, a company of infantry from 1,000 to 1,500 paces. 

7. Marches. 

All troops marching in the neighborhood of the enemy are 
formed into an advance guard, main body, and rear guard. The 
advance guard is . about one sixth to one quarter of the whole 
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force, . the rear guard one twentieth or less. If the advance 
guard consists of one or more regiments of infantry, it is accom- 
panied^ hy artillery. The main body follows the advance guard, 
at a distance at least equal to the length of column of the latter, 
and ill one column if not stronger than a division, or if stronger 
in two or three columns, according to the nature of the roads 
and halting places. The advance guard sends ■ advance and 
flanking detachments, of cavalry if the command contains any, 
ill wliieli case they move ont a mile and a half from the bulk of 
the advance guard ; and the flanking detachments send out 
patrols of % 10 or 15 men to a further distance of two thirds of a 
mile. If the command contains no cavalry, these advance and 
flanking detachments are formed of infantry, which must not 
be separated by more than 300 to 400 paces from the bulk of 
the advance guard. The rear guard marches in rear of and as 
guard to the wagon train immediately accompanying the troops. 

The rates of march, under good conditions of weather and 
roads, are as follows, per hour : 


For infantry 2| miles. 

For foot artillery “ 

For cavalry and horse artillery, at a walk Sf 

For cavalrj" and horse artillery, alternately at walk 

and trot. 4| «« 

Horse train 2f “ 

Ox train 2 


The length of a division of infantry on the march, in col- 
umn' of double files or sections, is from 3,000 to 4,000 paces ; 
and iiieludiiig its wagon train, from 9,000 to 12,000 paces. The 
length of a cavalry division on the march, in column of threes, 
is from 4,000 to 5,000 -paces, and including its train, from 9,000 
to 10,000 paces* 
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THE OAMPAIGH IN BHLGAEIA. 


mTRODUCTOEY. 

I)ECLARATIO]\^ OF WAE. — THE THEATRE OF OPEEATIO^STS. — PLAN OF 

CAMPAIQ-H. 

Oh the 24:th of Aprilj 1877, the Emperor of Russia promul- 
gated at Eisliineff his manifesto, reciting Ms warm interest in 
the welfare of the oppressed Christian races in Turkey and Ms 
desire to ameliorate their condition, which desire was shared by 
the whole Russian people, an'd stating that for two years- — ever 
since the disturbances in Bosnia — ^he had constantly striven, in 
concert with the other European powers, by peaceful negotia- 
tions, to induce the Porte to introduce those reforms to which 
it was solemnly bound by previous engagements, and by which 
alone the Christians in Turkey could be protected from local 
exaction and extortion ; that these negotiations had all failed 
through the obstinacy of the Porte; and now, all peaceful 
methods being exhausted, the moment had arrived for him to 
act independently and impose his will on the Turks l)y force ; 
and therefore the order. had been given to Ms army to cross the 
Turkish frontier. 

Ill the previous month of November the six army corps 
(¥11, Till, IX., X., XL, and XII.), occupying the districts 
nearest the Roumanian frontier, had been mobilized, and. .four 
of tliem had been concentrated .in the- vicinity of Kishiiieff, .the 
other two remaining near Odessa and in the. Crimea, Later in 
the winter, the IT., XIII,, and' XIV. Corps had also been mo- 
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"bilizedj but liad remained in tbeir lespectiTe districts in tbe in- 
terior, at a distance by rail of from 400 to 800 miles. 

The ^'^Amiy of tbe Sontb,” under the command of the 
Grand Duke hficliolas, which was ordered to cross the frontier 
on the 24th of April, consisted of the four corps at KisHneff 
and two rifle brigades. A few days later (May 8) the IT., 
XIII., and XIV. Corps were also placed under his orders, and 
moTed forward to the frontier by rail. The organization of 
the Enssian army corps has been previously explained (p. 31) 
to consist of two divisions (24 battalions) of infantry, two bri- 
gades (96 guns) of artillery, and one division (18 squadrons) of 
cavalry, -with two batteries (12 guns). With seven army corps 
and two rifle brigades, therefore, the force which was thought 
sufficient for the invasion of Turkey consisted of about 180 bat- 
talions, 200 squadrons, and 800 guns — ^in all, about 200,000 
men, which the usual casualties in the way of sickness, detach- 
ments, etc., at the beginning of a campaign, would reduce to 
180,000 effectives by the time they reached the Danube. From 
this great defect of insufficiency of numbers more than from 
any other cause came the checks and reverses which Eussia met 
with after crossing the Danube. 

The exact number of troops which Turkey had under arms 
in Europe at the outbreak of the war it is not possible to state ; 
but in round numbers she had about 360 battalions, 85 squad- 
rons, and 450 guns — ^an effective force of about 250,000 men 
of regular troops {nham and redif), distributed as follows : 

In tlie westero provinces from Bosnia to Thessaly, mclnding the army op- 


erating against Montenegro 85,000 

On the Upper .Uaiiube, at Widdin 60,000 

la the qiiadrliateral of fortresses, Rnstchnk, Silistria, Varna, Shumla 50,000 

In detachments at miiior points, along the whole length of the Danube. . . , 15,000. 

Soath of the Balkans, at Sophia, PhilippopoHs, Adrianople, and Constanti- 
: , ' ... 40,000 

Total. _ 260,000 


Of these, 165,000 were immediately available, for, operations 
inBulgaria. 

During the month of July the Egyptian contingent, 12,000 
men, arrived at Varna, and Suleiman’s Montenegrin army of 
about 40,000 men was brought by sea to Enos, and thence to 
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Adrianople^ tlms making a total of 217,000 on tke theatre of 
war in Europe in the month of Angnst. In Asia there was a 
vast recruiting ground which supplied recniits during the whole 
war, l)Tit the number of them it is not possible to state. But in 
general terms it may be said that Turkey had 225,000 men on 
the theatre of operations in Europe; and, until the collapse in 
the month of January, she replaced her losses by recruits, and 
maintained her army at about that strength. 

From the above statement it will be seen that in artillery 
the Turlcs had only something more than half of that possessed 
by the Eussians, and that their regular cavalry, was lamentably 
deficient in numbers. But, on the 'other hand, they were far 
superior in the quality of their armament ; their artillery was 
all composed of Krupp’s steel breech-loaders, of 8 and 9 centi- 
metres caliber, which, in quality of metal, in range, accuracy, 
and lightness, were superior to the bronze pieces of the Kus- 
sians, (See pp. 59 to 63.) In small arms, the great majority of 
the troops were armed wdth the Peabody-Martini gnu, caliber .45, 
made by the Providence Tool Company of Ehode Island — an 
arm which has no superior among modern breech-loaders ; there 
were over 300,000 of these guns on hand at the beginning of 
the war, and about 200,000 were subsequently received. The 
rest of the troops were armed with the English Snyder, caliber 
.58, a gun superior to the Enssian Krenk. (See p. 52.) Only 
the cavalry on the Turkish side was inferior in armament to 
the cavalry of the Eiissi.ans ; the latter had the short Berdan 
(see p. 73), while the Turks had the Winchester, which, al- 
though a repeating arm, has such a small charge and short range 
as to make it a very inferior weapon. 

In order to make up their deficiency in cavalry, the Turks 
had recourse to the irregular troops known as Bashi-hozouks.*. 
These were principally composed of the Tcherkesses who were 
brought from Circassia in 1866 and settled in Bulgaria and 
Eoiimelia.; they furnished their own horses, and the Govern- 
inent supplied them with anus and ammunition. These troops 
were insubordinate and unruly,, occupied in marauding and pil- 
laging instead of reconnoitring, cowardly and , disobedient in 
battle, and of no military service whatever to the Tuiks. 

* The TiirMsIi- words hmhi hozouk mean simply irregular soldier, or, as we would 
saj, ‘‘ guerilla,’^ i e., a man who Is a farmer one day and a soldier the next. , 
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Tlie Theatre of Operations. 

(See Plate 2.) 

Tlie Oarpatliian Mountains or Transylvanian AlpSj coming 
from Galicia in a southerly direction, form the boundary be- 
tween Hungary and Moldavia for a distance of about 150 miles ; 
then they suddenly turn due westward for another 150 miles, 
forming the northern boundary of Wallachia; here they again 
turn southward, are cut through by the Danube at . the Iron 
Gates, and then lose their identity in the confused mountains of 
Servia. From these' latter nins a small range knovm as the 
Etropol Balkans, in a southeasterly direction, until it joins the 
main chain of the Balkans, which goes due east into the Black 
Sea. Between the Carpathians and the Balkans is the valley 
of the Danube, about 200 miles broad. On the northeastern 
slope of the Carpathians begins a region stretching far away 
across Eussia, known as the Steppe,” and similar in every re- 
spect to the plains of Kansas and Colorado. In Galicia rises 
the Dniester, which flows southeasterly tlirough these plains for 
500 miles, and empties into the Black Sea near Odessa. Nearer 
the Carpathians are two slightly smaller streams, the Priith and 
the Sereth, which have a parallel course, and empty into the 
Danube on either side of Galatz. Along the east-and-west por- 
tion of the Carpathians the slopes of the mountains extend 
southerly for about 50 miles from their crest. The remaining 
80 miles to the Danube is made up of the flat, treeless. WaUa- 
chiaii p]aiiis----the counteipart of those of southern Illinois ; the 
soil is fertile, and well watered by a great number of streams 
flowing southeasterly from the mountains to the Danube. The 
northern banks of this river from *Widdiii to Galatz are, no- 
where more than 100 feet above the level of the stream,. and 
iisimlly not more than 40 feet. On the other side., .of the 
Danube the country is of a totally different character; the 
Balkans, whose crest is from 8,500 to' '5,000 feet above the 
sea, send their, foot-hills '-to the very hank of .. the; Danube, 
wdiieh is from 500 ; to . 1,000 , feet above the river-bed ; the 
country ,is,, rolling and hilly, well ■ wooded, and has,. numerous 
rich valleys, through- which.- streams flow from the Balkans to 
the Danube. 
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Tlie Damibej after breakmg throiigb the Carpathians at the 
Iron GateSj flows in, a southerly .direction for ...TO miles to Wid^ 
diiij then keeps a generally easterly course for 250 mileSj arriy- 
ing within 35 miles of the Black Sea ; then it, suddenly turns 
norths and reaches the sea by going - around a right angle, the 
total length of which is about ITS miles. The country inclosed 
within this rectangle is known as the Dobrudja ; it has a barren 
and sandy soil, and is remarkable for its scarcity of wood and 
water ; across its narrowest part are still seen the remnants of 
Trajaifls w^all, built by that conqueror to protect his newly 
accpiired provinces from the northern hordes. 

From Widdiii to Silistria the Danube , bears a strildng re- 
semblance to the Missouri between Bismarck and Omaha ; from 
blnfl; to bluff the distance is about three miles, and in the bed 
there are from two to five streams separated by islands of vari- 
ous sizes and constantly varying shapes ; the largest stream is 
usually about 1,000 yards in width, and it has a tortuous chan- 
nel through which eight feet of draught can usually be carried 
at all seasons ; ' the current is swift — two and one half to three 
miles an lioiir. On the western side of the Dobnidja the bed 
is over ten iiiiles^ wide, and consists of an impassable swamp 
(broken by the bluff at Hirsova), through which the river winds 
its way in several streams. 

In Eoiimania there is one main line of railway, whi,ch conies 
from Austria over the Galician frontier, and descends the val- 
ley of t.lie Sereth to its mouth at Galatz ; thence it goes w-- est 
by a very irregular route to Bucharest ; and from there again in 
a. very w- inding direction it goes on to the west, reaching the 
Danube at Turn-Severin, near the Iron Gates — the corner of the 
frontiers of Austria, Eoumania, and Servia. hfear the Galician, 
frontier, a branch line tons off to Yassy, and thence, crossi.iig the 
Priith at the little village of IJnglieni, goes on past Kisliineff, 
and near Odessa Joins the main system of Eussian roads. From 
Bucharest another branch line goes down' to the Danube at 
Giurgevo, and connects with a line on the other side of the 
Danube 'which runs from Eustclrak past Shiimk.to.Varna, on 
.the Blade Sea. coast. . The,. .line of Trajaifls ivall in the .Do- 
b:rudja. is followed by another railway, from Tchernavoda on the 
Danube to. Eiistendje on, the Black Sea.- 
: These are the only railroads' between the Carpathians and 
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the Balkans.* The Eonmanian railroad follows sneh an irregu- 
lar course that the distance from Kishineff to Bucharest is 425 
miles by rail, though only about 250 by post-road. 

In Eoumania there are now excellent post-roads connecting 
all the larger towns ; as there was no fighting on that side of 
the river, it is not necessary to enumerate them. In Bulgaria, 
on the other hand, there are very few good roads; they wiU be 
described in subsequent chapters. 

Russian Plcm of Ocmpcdgn. 

Between the slopes of the southeastern bend of the Carpa- 
thians and the Black Sea the distance is but 120 miles in a 
straight line, and through this space of course any advance from 
Eussia to Turkey must be made ; the Danube divides it into 
two parts, on one side the Dobindja, on the other Eoumania. 
By the treaty of Paris in 1856 an artificial boundary line was 
created, which caused the frontiers of Eussia and Turkey to be 
separated by a narrow strip of territory which was given to the 
Principalities ; and by the same instrument the naval forces of 
Eussia on the Black Sea were destroyed — ^both measures being 
aimed to hinder Enssia’s future operations against Turkey. 
Tlie former clause proved of no avail, for when the war was 
declared a convention was at once concluded with Eoumania 
allowing the passage of Eussian troops through her territory ; 
the latter clause was wholly revoked by the convention of 1871, 
but between that time and 1877 Eussia had not been able to 
construct a fleet on the Black Sea which could in any way 
cope with the powerful ironclads which Turkey had meanwhile 
been buying in England. 

Had Eussia had control of the Black Sea, the natural plan 
of ^ campaign would have been to advance by the Dobrudja, 
using the ports of the Black Sea as bases of supply ; capturing 
Varna (the only fortified place on the seaeoast) by a combined 
land and sea attack, and maskmg the other three fortresses, they 
could have crossed the eastern passes of the Balkans (which are 
much lower than the western), as Diebitch did in 1829, and 
thus have reached A.dnanople, always basing themselves on the 

» During the war the Eussians built a raUroad direct from Bender ou the 
Dniester to Galatr., and also extended the Soumanian railroad from Giurgevo to the 

bridge at Zlmnitza^BistoTa. 
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Black Sea« But, not haying tlie control of the sea^ such a plan, 
was impossible ; for they eonld .not have maintained their longj 
narrow line of comiminications between the Danube on one 
side and the sea on the other, both in possession of the enemy’s 
fleet; and the three strongeKst of the fortresses, Varna, Shniiila, 
and Bnstchiik, b^ing connected, by a railway, would have con- 
stituted a line of defense which it w'ould have been hard to 
break, for it is well known that the Turks fight well behind 
fortifications. 

The plan therefore adopted was to seize the railway bridge 
at the month of the Sereth, thus secnring the line of the Eon- 
manian railway ; to send one coi*ps across the Danube at Braila 
into the Dobrndja in order to protect tbeir rear against any attack 
by that route, and to march the bulk of the army through Eouma- 
nia and cross the Danube at Mkopolis or at some point between 
that and Eustchuk ; then to post a strong force along the line 
of the Yantra or the Loin, in oi'der to mask the quadrilateral ; 
another force on the Vid or Isker to act against the army at 
lIFiddin, and, the flanks being tlins protected as by two walls, to 
advance over the Balkans to Adrianople. Had the campaign 
been begun (as it was ended) by 375,000 instead of 200,000 
men, it is quite possible that this plan might have been carried 
out with very little deviation (until checked by foreign inter- 
vention); but, with the insufficient force at hand, having 
crossed the Danube, seized a pass in the Baftans, and posted 
the sufficient portions on either flank, there were no troops left 
to send over the Balkans ; and, by the time the reenf orcenients 
arrived, afiairs had taken quite a different turn. 

The campaign, as it resulted, lasted forty-five weeks, and 
naturally divides itself into three distinct portions, as follows : 

Tst, Ten weeks, from April 24th to July 3d— the concentra- 
tion in Eoiimania, passage of the Danube, and establishment on 
its southern bank. 

2d. Twenty-three weeks, July 4th to December 10th— the 
operations in Bulgaria up to the fall of Plevna. 

3d. Twelve weeks, December 11th to March 3d (Treaty of 
San Stefano)— the passage of the Balkans and. inarch to Con- 
stantinople. 

.In the .first period the line of march (from KisMiiefi to Sis- 
, tova) was by the road 370 miles ; in the second period,. for one 
.10 
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coliiiiin, (Sistova to Sliipka) 80 miles, for tlie other column 
(Sistcm to the Orkliaiiie pass) 150 miles; in the third period, 
for the Shipka eoltimn (Shipka to San Stefano via Adrianople) 
300 miles, for the Sophia column (Orklianie pass via Sophia, 
Philippopolis, and Adrianople to San Stefano) 450 miles. The 
total line of direct march was therefore, for the Shipka column 
750 miles, for the Sophia column 970 miles. 
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CHAPTEE L 

FIEST PERIOD OP THE WAE. — ^APBIL 24TH TO JTJNE 2^TH, — ^THE CON* 
CEHTEATION IK EOPaiAKIA AND THE PASSAGE OF THE DANUBE. 


At tlie declaration of war the Army of the South was com* 
posed as follows : 


I 

Battal- 

iOUB. 

Foot 

Gubs, 

Sq.«»d- 

tons. 

Horss 

Gang. 


VIII. Corps, Lt.-Gen. Eadit»ky. 





Commandor-in-Chief. 

9tli and 14th Infantry Divisions 

24 

96 



General H. I. H. Grand 

8th Cavalrs'- Division, ' 



is 

12 

Duke 

IX. Corps, Lt.-Gen. Baron Erildmer, \ 





Chief of Stall', Gentrai 

5th and JBst Infantry Divisions : 

24 1 

96 j 



Eepoloiti'JiiMy. 




is 

is 

Chief of Artiiki'v. Lt.- 

XL Corps, Lt.-Gon, Prince ShakofsJcoi. 





Gen. Prince 

lltii and }32d Infantr}" Divisions ' 

24 

96 



Chief of EnginecTi-, 

11th Cavalry Division 



is 

i2 

Major-Gen. 

XII. Corps, Lt.-Gen. Vmmqfsk?/. 




i 


12tli and 63d Infantry Divisions 

24 

96 




12th Cavalry Division 



is 

ii i 


SdBitle Brigade, Major-Gen. l)obromisJci.,..\ 

*4 





4th Eiile Brigade, Major-Gen. Zviazimki , . . . ' 

4 





United Cossack Division, Lt. Gen. Skobeleff I, 






Caucasian Cossack Brigade 



10 

1 


Terek Cossack Earimeht 



4 

il 6 


1)011 Cossack Eegiinent No. 80 ; 



6 

f 


Unattached Cossacks of the Don. i 






RegHs Noa. 21, 28, 26, 29, 81, 84, 85, 8t, 40. . ' 



54 

46t 


Total....... j 

104 j 

SS4 

144 

100 



This force was posted along the Eussian frontier, its right 
flank at the village of ITngheni on the railroad, and its left flank 
at the village of Knbei, which is situated at the angle of the 
frontier 50 miles northeast of Galatz. 

The headquarters were at EisHneff. 

* The Til., and X. Corps also formed part of the Army of the South, Init they 
were formed into a separate detachment for the “defense of the coasts/’ and were 
stationed in the Crimea and along the coast near Odessa. A v^^rtion of the ^th 
CaTalry Division joined Zlmmermann’s Corps in the Dobrndja daring the month of 
Jaly, and one infantry regiment of the same (VII.) corps advanced against Siilina in 
the month of October. But the rest of them never crossed the Knssian, frontier, 
and have therefore been omitted in the above table. 

f Including 16 inonntam guns. 
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eoliimii (Sistova to Sliipka) 80 miles, for tlie other column 
(SistoYa to the Orkhanie pass) 150 miles ; in the third period, 
for the Shipka column (Shipka to San Stefano via Adrianople) 
300 miles, for the Sophia column (Orkhanie pass via Sophia, 
Philippopolis, and Adiianople to San Stefano) 450 miles. The 
total line of direct march was therefore, for the Shipka column 
'750 miles, for the Sophia column 970 miles. 



OHAPTEE I. 


FIEST PEEIOD OF THE WAE. — APEIL 24TH TO JtTHE 27TH.~T.HE C0]S"- 
CENTEAITOH IH EOFMAEIA AND THE PASSAGE OF THE DANUBE. 


At the declaration of war the Ar?ny of the South was com- 
posed as follows : 



Battal- 

ions* 

Foot 

(Suns. 

Squad- 

rons. 

Horse 

Cuss. 


VIIL Corps, Lt.-Gen. Badefzkp. 

9th and ,14th Infantry Divisions 

24 

96 



Commundor-in-l ho f, 
Ge,nerai H. I. H. ttrand 

8th Cavalry Division. 

18 

12 

Duke Xickohi'^ 

IX. Corps, Lt.-Gen. Baron KrUdener. 

6th and, 31st Infantry Divisions 

,, 

24 

96 


Chief ot btafl, Oenerul 

01 tel ? f y 

Chief of Artillery, Lt.- 
Gen Prnioe i. 

Chief ol Engineers, 
Major-Gen. 

9th Cavalry Division 

XI. Corps, Lt.-Gen. Prince Shakojya>i. 

24 

96 

13 

12 


18 

12 

XII. Corps, Lt.-Gen. Vamw/ski/. 

l*2tli and 33d Infantrv Divisions 

24 

96 

l‘2th Cavalry Di'vision 


is 

i2 


M Eiile Brigade, Major-Gen. DobromUki.. . . \ 
4th Eifie Brigade, Major-Gen. ZHaziiiBki . . . .\ 
United Cossack Division, Lt, Gen. Skobeleff I. 

Caucasian Cossack Brigade 

Terek Cossack Eegiment 

Don Cossack Eegiment No. 80 

Unattached Cossacks of the Don. i 

Eeg’ts Nos. 21, 23, 26, 29, 81, 34, 86, 87, 40. . ' 

*4 

4 

.. 


j 6 

1 54 

1 4Gt 







Total j 

104 1 

SS4 

144 

1 100 



This force was posted along the Enssian frontier, its right 
flank at the village of ITiigheni on the railroad, and its left flank 
at, the village of Knhei, which is situated at the angle of the 
frontier ,50 miles northeast of Galatz. 

The headquarters were at Kishineff. 

* The VII. and X, Corps also formed part of tbe Army of the , South, but they 
were formed Into a separate detachment for the “ defense of the coasts/^ and were 
stationed in the Crimea and along the coast near Odessa. A portion of the ^th 
CaYalry Division joined Zimmermaan’s Corps ,m the Dobnidja during the month of 
July, and one infantry regiment of the same (YII.) corps advanced against Sultna In 
the month of October. But the rest of them never crossed the Russian frontier, 
and have therefore been omitted in the above table. ■ 

,f Including' 16 mountain guns. 
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The auxiliary, or technical troops, were as follows: 


1. Engineers, 

3d Engineer Brigade, Major-General Eicliter, composed of 
5tli Sapper Battalion, 

6tlx Sapper Battalion, 

5tli Pontonier Battalion, 

6tli Pontonier Battalion, 

5tli Field Telegraph. Park, 

6tli Field Telegraph Park, 

2d Field Engineer Park. 

2d Siege Engineer Park, 

6th Eailroad Battalion ; 

in all ahont 5,000 men, with the tools and appliances of their 
special arips. 

Portions of 2d and 4th Engineer Brigades, viz. : 

3d Pontonier Battalion, 

4th Pontonier Battalion, 

7th Sapper Battalion ; 
about 2,000 men. 

With these troops were 4 pontoon trains, each consisting of 
26 iron boats and all their appurtenances, making in all 104 
boats, or the material for about 900 yards of bridge. 

2. Memy ArUllery, 

A siege artillery park of 400 guns, as follows : 

200 6-inch (24-pdr.) siege guns (bronze), 

80 44nch (9-pdr.) siege guns, (cast steel), all breeeh-load- 
40 8-inch rifled mortars (bronze), ^ ing. 

40 6-inch rifled mortars (bronze), 

40 4-iiich smooth-bore mortars, 
and their train, platforms, tools, etc. 

The total number of men serving this park was about 10 , 000 . 
It was 'divided into 12 divisions, of which Nos. 1 and 2 were 
for investment, 3 to 10 for bombardment (as' at Brailaj Ctc.), 
11 and 12 for .reserve. ; 

3. Wmal Troops, 

2 companies of the Grew of ■ the' Guard,” ' 

2 companies of « Grew No. 1 of, the Black Sea ” 
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Tliese men were destined for tlie service of torpedoes^ guards 
of bridgeSj etc. , Tlieii’ material .included 24 steam' , torpedo 
laiiiidies^ divided into sections for transportation, and tlie neces- 
sary torpedo material. 

4. Marital Dejxwiment 

43 Field Hospitals, each with tents, clothing, niedicines, sur- 
gical apparatus, train, etc., for from 600 to IjOOO patients. 

These were in addition to' the Division Hospitals accom- 
panying the iiwps on the field. ■■■'■■ 

The personnel of these hospitals numbered in al about 5,000 
men. 

5. Iritendamie I)'epartfmnt ■ ' ■ 

14 Divisions of Intendance 'Transport, each consisting of 350 
, ■wagons.. 

These were ill addition to the Inteiidants (Chief Quarter- 
master and Commissary) of the Corps and Divisions, and their 
clerks, etc. 

6. Geridannerie (Provost MarshaFs Department). 

3d and 4th Squadrons of Field Gendarmes, about 500 men. 

The troops wdiicli by imperial order of "May 6th were added 
^ to the Army of the South,” and ordered to the frontier by 
rail, were as follows: 



Battal- 

ions. 

Foot 

Artill’y 

Guns, 

roui. 

Horse 

Art!|,l»y 

Guias. 

XIV, Cori'm, Lieiitenant-Ck'neral ZUmiermafin. 





ITtli and IStli Infantry Oivibions 

24 

96 


12 



24 

IV. Corps, LieiiteiiaEt-Gonera! Z&tof. 

24 

,06 


^ Rtfi and Sidh ! 11 fant Dhisioa® , . . ; 

is 

is 

4tli Cavalrj” Dhisloa 

. . 


Xlil. Corps, liknitenaiit-Oonoral Prince Korsakoff, 


96 



1st and Infantry I)i\'isioii8. - - 

■ 24 ■ ^ 


ia 

Wth Cavalry liivisfon — 1 



is 

Tota!...... 

i n 

'288 

m 

' 86 

To this must "bo added the Btilparlaii Militia, formed partly during' 
the previous winter and partly during tno- month of May, con* 
slitiiig of. 

6 




©EAHB Tot,a, 1 j of Armif of the Smith 


’ ilS "" 

204 

I 186 


i. e., about 200,000 combatants of all arms. 
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On tlic: uioming- of tlie 24th of April the troops crossed the 
frontier in, four colmtms, viz. : 

Eiffht Mng. (See Plate 4.) Fifty squadrons of cavalry 
(8th and 12th Divisions, 21st, 26th and S7th Eeginaents Don 
Cossacks), under Lieutenant-General Baron Driesen, which 
crossed the frontier at Diigheni and bivouacked that night at 
Yassy. Their route thence lay along the base of the moun- 
tains to Ploiesti, and- thence to Bucharest, the 8th Cavalry Divi- 
sion going oil to the Danube opposite I^ikopolis. 

CaiiiJ\ (XII. Corps, 5th Infantry Ditdsion, 34th Eegiment 
D(Ui Ci.issacks), which crossed a few miles south of Ungheiii, 
ami thcii took a road parallel to the Priith and about 20 miles 
it, as far as Foksani, and thence followed the cavalry col- 
luiiii to Bucharest. 

Z0 Wimfj composed of (a) advance guard under Lieiiten- 
aiit-Geiieral Skobelefi, 1st Brigade of Caucasian Cossacks, 23d 
Eegiiiient Don Cossacks, two sotnias of plastoiines, 4th Eifle 
Brigade and all the mountain artillery ; (5) llth Cavalry Divi- 
sion and (c) YIII. Corps, the whole under command of Lieuten- 
ant-General Eadetzky— which crossed the frontier at the village 
of Bestamak, 50 miles southwest of Ivisheneff. Late that even- 
ing, after a ride of 65 miles, the cavalry reached the Sereth and 
took pos^sessioll of the railroad bridge near Galatz; it subse- 
quently moved on to Bucharest, and the detachment of Skobe- 
leil came down to the Danube opposite Eustchuk; the llth 
Cavalry Division took the road arriving on the Danube opposite 
Silistria ; the VIII. Corps followed Skobeleff’s detachment as 
far as Bucharest. 

Oolmnn of the Lower Bamibe^ composed of the infantry of 
the XI. Corps, under Lieutenant-General Prince Shakofskoi, 
which crossed the frontier at Kubei, and proceeded to Galatz 
and Braila, relieving the cavalry which had previously arrived 
there, and then sending detachments to occupy all the principal 
points on tlie left bank of the Danube as far as Ismail. The 
llth Infantry Division of this coiq)s w^as then sent forward, and 
reached the Danube, at Oltenitza, opposite Turtiikai. 

The portion of the IX. Corps which had not marched on 
with General Vannofsky was sent forward as soon as oppor- 
tunity offered by rail from Ungheni to Slatina, 80 miles west of 
Bucharest. 
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Oe tlie Sitli of Majj one inonth from tlie date of crossing 
tlie frontier, tlie army was concentrated opposite tlie portion 
of tlie Danube selected for tlie passage; the bulk of it (21- 
corps) being at Bucharest, with a, detachment (-1 corps) on its 
right flank at Slatiiia, and a strong line of cavalry pickets with 
iirfantiy supports along the river hank from Mkopolis to Silis- 
tria, where the swampy section of the -river begins. The head- 
quarters were at Ploiesti, The date set for the passage was the 
6th of June, but this was fonnd- to be. an impossibility because 
the bridge materials could not arrive by that time. The spring 
was an nnnsiially wet one, and on ■ the 1st of June the level of 
the Danube' at G-alatz was 15 feet above the ordinary level of 
that date; and the floods on the -smaller, streams had carried 
away several railroad bridges, thus ' greatly , delaying matters. 
This railroad was totally nneqnal to the task demanded of it ; 
it was. a single track line "with a small quantity of rolling stock 
and insnjSicieiit terminal facilities in the way of switches and 
sidings. .Moreover, the Biissian railway having a gauge of 5 
feet, while the E-oniBanian had the ordinary gauge of 4 feet 8|- 
iiiclies, it was not only not possible to supplement the rolling 
stock by that froiii Bnssia, bnt it necessitated a complete trans- 
fer of all freight and passengers at Yassy. In addition to the 
greater part of the IX. Corps (w’hich might Jnst as well have 
been marched by road), this single-track railway was re€|iiired to 
transport the siege guns and material and aniiminitioii for the 
batteries at Braila and Galatz, and' those opposite Silistria, East- 
clink and Mkopolis, the four pontoon trains attached to the 
army (104 boats and their wagons and materials), a large num- 
ber of wooden pontoons built at Galatz,. more than 25 steam 
torpedo-boats ami the torpedo materials, and all the hard bread 
and a few other articles of the rations for the army. 

, . As a result of these various causes of delaj^, the army re- 
mained stationary i'll the positions ■ previously described for the 
nest iiioiith ./May 24th to June 24th). The XI¥. Coips as it 
arrived was directed (June 13th) on Galatz, where it .relieved the 
po.rtioii of the XI. Corps which was guarding the lower Danube, 

' which portion then proceeded to join the rest of the corps 
opposite Tiirtaikai. The XIII. Corps was ordered to be at Alex- 
andria (6-0 miles southwest of Bucharest) by the 27th of June ; the 
IT. Corps to come on by rail to Bucharest and await further orders. 
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■While (lie army was waiting the arrival of the bridge mate- 
rial, great r etivity was displayed by the Eussians in endeavoring 
to neutralize the action of the Turkish flotilla by means of tor- 
pedoes. At the beginning of the war the Turks had in the 
Lower Danube below Braila a fleet of 8 large ironclads, with 
armor of not less than 4 inches in thickness, and carrying alto- 
gether about 30 guns. Far from preventing the capture of the 
bridge over the Sereth or destroying it, these ships retired down 
tlie river at the approach of the Eussians. Higher up on the 
river, from Hirsova to Widdin, they had 'T l%ht iron-plated 
gunboats and 18 wooden ships, carrying in aU about 1,000 men 
and 00 guns. Within a -week from the time war was declared 
the Eussians succeeded in placing a line of torpedoes across the 
river at Eeni, which cut off the fleet of large ironclads and re- 
stricted them henceforth to the Sulina mouth of the river. A 
few days later they succeeded in placing another barricade of 
toipedoes across the river opposite Braila. These two barricades 
protected the mouths of the Pmth and Sereth, as well as the 
town of Galatz. They consisted of the ordinary submarine 
mines, anchored in two rows ; their mechanism was so arranged 
as to explode automatically on contact, as well as by electricity 
from the shore. They were anchored in the night by means of 
steam torpedo-boats (ten of which had already arrived by rail), 
protected by the 9-pdr. field batteries on shore. On the 6th of 
May a portion of the up-river flotilla, consisting of five monitors 
and two wooden ships, approached Braila and opened fire upon 
the Eussian batteries and the town ; but by this time the Eus- 
sian batteries at this point were partially armed (viz., with ten 
24-pdr. siege guns and four 6-in. rifled mortars) ; and on the 
10th a shell from one of the mortam' penetrated the deck of 
one the largest monitors, the Lnfti-Djelil, and exploded in the 
powder magazine. She blew up and sank instantly, with all 
lier crew of 17 officers and 200 men. The ship was a twin- 
screw, ironclad, sea-going Monitor, carrying four 150-pdi'. Arm- 
strong guns. 

On the 25th of May Lieutenant Duhassoff, of the Eussian 
Eavy, obtained permission to try to blow up one of the Turkish 
monitors by means of a torpedo from an open boat, in which he 
was as completely successful as was Cushing against the Albe- 
marle, and under very similar circumstances. He took four 
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steam laniielies, carrying in all 6 officers and 40 men, and rigged 
with, spars for torpedoes. Leaving the port of Braila at mid- 
, night of a dark rainy night, he arrived about' half past two in 
the iiiorning in the midst of a fleet of two Turkish' ironclads and 
one wooden ship, anchored in the Matchin channel. He was 
discovered by the sentinel, and ail their ships -opened fire on 
him with musketry. He immediately pnt on fall steam and 
went straight at the largest monitor, and exploded his torpedo 
under her port quarter. The ship began sinking by the stern, 
but slowly, and he then called out to Lieutenant Sliestakoff, who 
commanded the lanneh just behind Mm, to come on.” This 
officer then came forward with his launch at full steam, and ex- 
ploded a second torpedo under the monitor amidships ; the ship 
sank in the course of a few minutes. Meanwhile Diibassoff^s 
launch had been filled with water by the first explosion ; Shes- 
takofi’s boat had got some of the debris of the monitor tangled 
in her propeller ; the third boat had been pierced by a shell ; and 
only the fourth was not disabled, and was endeavoring to assist 
the other three. It was a considerable time before the little 
fleet of boats could repair damages, pump out, and retire. Dur- 
ing all this time the Turks kept firing at them with artillery and 
musketry ; but, owing to the darkness and general confusion, 
the Enssians finally managed to escape, loithoid a single man 
being hurt 

The Turkish ship was the Seife, which is described in the 
Turkish navy list of 18'T6 as a light-draught river gunboat, pro- 
tected with two inches of armor, 115 feet long, armed with two 
80-lb- breech-loading Armstrong guns placed in a battery on the 
fore part of the deck, and two smaller guns near the stern; her 
crew was about 120 men. 

, On the 10th of June the Eussian steamer Oonstaiitine put 
out from Odessa with six torpedo launches' in tow, bo'iind for 
.Siilina. She arrived in that vicinity during the night, and at 
two ’o^clock i'n the morning sent the lannelies in toward 'the 
shore ; they found three Turkish ironclads at anchor, and one 
under steam , in the roadstead outside the jetties, which they im- 
mediately attacked ; but the torpedo. of the leading launch ex- 
ploded before reaching the sMp’s side- (the officer of the, boat 
claimed that .the monitor was protected by a wire netting). TMs 
gave the alarm to .the whole fleet, and the launches were obliged 
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to escape as best they coiild back to the Constantine and out to 
sea. One of tliein was disabled and captured with her crew, in- 
cluding one officer. 

On the 20th of June ten steam launches which had been 
carried overland were launched in the Danube at a point about 
ten miles above Eustchuk, and at 4 o’clock in the morning Com- 
mander Eoffikoff began placing a barricade of torpedoes across 
the ri ver at Parapan, in order to isolate the monitors at Eustchuk. 
He was discovered at 5 o’clock by the Turks, who sent out a 
monitor, which opened on the launches with shrapnel. Com- 
mander IsovikofE immediately sent a launch to attack the moni- 
tor with a torpedo. The torpedo was disabled before reaching 
the monitor, owing, as it is claimed, to the wire being cut by 
bullets ; but nevertheless the monitor retreated to Eustchuk, and 
the operation of placing the torpedoes was successfully finished. 
bTearly every one in this launch was wounded. Just after the 
launches had finished their work and regained the shore, a Turk- 
ish battery came into position on the opposite banlr and opened 
on them. Five of the launches turned up stream and five down, 
and after steaming a few miles they reached points where they 
were hauled out of w'ater and carried overland to Turnu ; three 
of them, however, were so damaged as to be temporarily useless. 

On tlie night of the 23d of June, Commander ISTovikoff suc- 
ceeded in placing a barricade of torpedoes at Ivarabia, five miles 
above N ikopolis, by means of rowboats ; he did not use his 
steam-launches for fear that they might be injured, and they 
woirld be so greatly needed in the passage of the river a few 
days later. On the same day a Turkish monitor from Eikopolis 
got up steam and came down the river, and was immediately 
attacked by two launches, and by four light gims on the shore. 
There was here, as at Parapan, a failure to explode the torpedo 
successfully ; but the audacity of the attack, combined with 
the very accurate fire of the guns on shore, compelled the moni- 
tor to retire hastily to Mkopolis. On the 24th of June another 
monitor put out from Nikopolis, and endeavored to escape np 
.stream, but she was turned back by the siege gmrs of the 
battery on the Enssian shore. 

After this date no Turkish gunboats ever left the shelter of 
their fortresses, and the history of the Turkish fleet on the Dan- 
ube may be summarized as from first to last a complete failm-e. 
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Two of tlieir river ironclads were sunk, two more were captured 
stiLseqtieiitly at the surrender of Nikopolis, and the other three 
remained at Enstchnk till the close of the war. Of the large 
ironclads on the lower river, one was sunk hy a stationary tor- 
pedo near Snlina in the month of October ; the others remained 
idle in the port of Snlina. The only damage the whole fleet ever 
did was in wounding five or six men in one boat at Parapan, and 
in inflicting some slight injuries on three of the launches, which 
were subsequently repaired. It was not that opportunities were 
lacking for the flotilla to act. On the breaking out of the war, 
tliey could have made an eflfort to prevent the capture of the 
bridge over tlie Sereth, and, failing in this, they might at least 
have destroyed it, and thereby greatly delayed the Russian 
operations. Later on, if they had been vigilant and skillful, 
they might have destroyed a portion at least of the Russian flo- 
tilla of small launches ; they might have protected their oum 
ships with nettings, and used their small boats to di*ag for tor- 
pedoes, if they could not prevent them from being placed. But 
they did none of these things ; and at the end of two months 
they found themselves isolated in sections by means of the tor- 
pedo barricades, and so alarmed by the loss of two of tlieir ships 
that the idea of a torpedo became a bugbear to them, and a,^ few 
laiiiiclies moving over the water with the motions of planting 
torpedoes were eiioiigli to make them retire under the guns of 
their forts. 

The only means which the Russians used against them were 
small steam launches and torpedoes, aided somewhat by the 
batteries on shore. Of these launches the Russians had about 
25 at various points on the river at the time of the passage; 
later on they had 54, engaged in policing the river and guarding 
the various toiqiedo barricades. Some of them were of the 
Thomeycroft pattern, attaining a speed of 15 knots; others 
were ordinary ship’s launches, with the engine cohered with 
bullet-proof boiler-plate iron ; the largest of them were not long- 
er than feet, and the most numerous crew 15 men. Their 
operations were all planned under the general direction of Cap- 
tain Rogoiily of the Russian Navy, 

ITlieii we remember the brilliant achievements of the gun- 
boat flotillas improvised under the. orders of Commodore Foote 
and Admiral Porter on our Western -rivers .during the Civil 
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Warj tlie complete failure of the fine TiirMsli navy in 4liis - in- 
stance becomes all tlie more apparent. Tlie Navy List ' of 
Turkey for 1876 gives its strength at 132 vessels and I 85292 
officers, seamen, and marines. This force was composed of 15 
sea-going ironclads, procured in England at great cost, 5 wooden 
steam frigates, 11 wooden corvettes, 7 armored river gunboats, 
and the rest of transport ships, dispatch-hoats, yachts, and small 
wooden craft. The river flotilla accomplished nothing, as Just 
explained, and the sea-going ships did no more ; they never 
penetrated to Odessa or any of the Crimean ports, and their only 
achievements were the bombardment of a few helpless villages 
on the Caucasian coast. 

The operations of the navy were under the general control 
of Admiral Hobart Pasha, an ex-officer of the English service. 

As previously stated, the Eussian plan of campaign involved 
the passage of the Danube at two points — on the lower river 
and on its middle course. The first was accomplished wdthout 
any difficulty whatever (Plate 7). As soon as the river had 
been cleared of gunboats between Eeni and Hirsova, a bridge was 
thrown across, without opposition, between the 12th and 16th of 
June, at Braila ; but a rise in the water immediately afterward 
rendered it for the time being useless, as its end on the Turk- 
ish shore as well as the opposite country was completely sub- 
merged, For this reason General Zimmermann asked permis- 
sion to delay the passage of his troops until the water was lower; 
but the Grand Duke replied that it was imperatively necessary 
for him to pass not later than the 22d, On that day, therefore, 
two regiments were thrown across the river at Galatz, by means 
of boats, rafts, and steam-tugs ; and after a' short struggle, in 
which the Eiissians lost 5 officers and 137 men, they gained pos- 
session of the opposite heights of Boudjak. ■ Thereupon the 
Turks abandoned the whole of the lower river, and retired up 
the Dobrudja, behind the line of Trajan’s WalL As soon as 
tlie water was low enough to use his bridge,: General Zimmer- 
mann crossed Ms whole force, and. '.advanced slowly in the same 
direction. 

On the middle section of the river the operation was much 
more difficult. The concentration of the army, in' front of 
Bucharest during the ‘last., week in .May warned the Turks that 
a passage would be attempted somewhere in that vicinity. They 
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tlierefore bega,B. strengthening the works at MkopoliSj Enst- 
ehnky Tiirtiikai, and Silistria, by the construction of detached 
earthworksj and they also posted small forces in obserTatioii at 
Sistova and other points, and constructed batteries on the river 
bank. 

The Russians meanwhile had been occupied, as previously 
explained, in transporting their siege guns and bridge material, 
and in placing lines of torpedoes across the river, wliieh sepa- 
rated the different parts of the Turkish flotilla from each other, 
and caused them to retire under the guns of the fortresses. By 
the 20th ^ of June these operations were nearly eoinpleted, and 
the forward movement was ordered as follows (Plate J) : 

IX, Corps to Segartcha. 

XII, Corps to Saltcha. 

VIII. Coi-ps and 4th Rifle Brigade to Piatra. 

XIII. Corps in reserve at Alexandria, 

XL Corps to remain in observation between Giiirgevo and 
Oltenitza, opposite Rustchuk and Turtukai. 

The original intention had been to make the passage at Ziiii-* 
nitza-Sistova ; but when the army arrived along the Danube, it 
was reported that the level of the W’-ater at Zimnitza was so 
high that a passage there was impossible. On this information 
it was determined to cross near Nikopolis, and the forward 
movement just mentioned was in accordance with that plan, and 
with the intention of making the passage on the 24th. But Just 
after the order had been issued it was found that a new delay 
on the railroad would prevent a number of pontoons from 
reaching the river by the 24th. The army was therefore halted 
on the line of the river Tede, from Ruse de Vede to Beia, in a 
position about equidistant from Mkopolis, Sistova, and Rustchuk, 
While waiting for the pontoons, the Grand Duke and the Chief of 
Staff, made a personal recomioissance, between the 20th and BJtli, 
of the liver bank from Turnu to Sistova, and became convinced 
that it would, be very difficult to force the passage in face of tlie 
strong works, at Mkopolis-; and also that the water had fallen 
sufficiently at. Zimiiitza-SistOYa to allow the. passage. At the 
last minute., , therefore, it was decided to cross at this point ; and 
on the 24tli the, previous .orders were modified as follows : 

, ,1. 14th Infantry Division {VIII. Corps), 4th Rifle Brigade, 
16 ' mountain guns, and all the - army pontoon trains, to proceed 
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at once from Beia to Zimnitza, with secret order to pass the 

river at that point. - 

■ 2. 9tli Infantry ' Division (Till. Corps) to eontiniie its 
inarch on Piatra ; but by special order of the following day it 
was brought to, Zimnitea. 

3. XII. Corps to change its inarch from Saltcha to Piatra. 

4. XIII. Corps to move from Alexandria to Piatra. 

5. IX, Corps to pass through Segartcha to Siaka, and pre- 
pare to pass the river at Flamnnda, just below Xikopolis (this 
latter being a mere feint). 

The siege batteries opposite Enstchnk and opposite Xikopo- 
lis were ordered to begin the bombardment of these places on 
the 24th and 25th respectively, and to continue it until further 
orders. 

On the 26th the detachment of General Dragomiroff, con- 
sisting of the 14tli Division and the troops attached to it, arrived 
at Zimnitza. At dark that evening the pontons were launched 
in the creek which runs past the village of Zimnitza, and were 
then hauled out into the main river and down to the point of 
embarkation. (See Plate Y.) There were 104 boats of the 
regular ponton train, 100 boats and rafts which had been con- 
structed in the neighborhood, and four battalions of pontoniers 
to maiiceuvre them. The troops numbered in all about 15,000 
men, and were divided into six detachments of 2,500 men each, 
the plan being to cross by detachments in a body ; but after the 
first detachment had crossed this was found to take too much 
time, and; aS' soon as enough boats returned to take one company 
they were iimnediately loaded and sent back. 

‘While the boats were being launched, five batteries (40 guns) 
of 9-p(lrs., supported by regiment. Xo. 35 (of the 9th Division), 
were established on the, northern . bank of the main river, to 
cover the passage, and silence the enemy’s batteries on the south 
bank, as well as the monitors, should they venture down from 
Xikopolis. The troops began embarking at midnight, and about 
1 ,. o’clock ill the morning they put out from the shore .and 
began rowing toward the Turkish bank, aiming to reach' it at ; a 
point about three miles below Sistova, at the mouth of a nmall 
stream known as the Tekir-Dere. ■ Just as they were .approach- 
ing the shore they were discovered by the Turkish outposts, who, 
opened fire upon them and gave the alarm; but, the boats,. ah 
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tliongli somewliat dispei'sed by tlie wind, reached the^ shore and 
landed their men in the vicinity of the point' designated. The 
twelve coinpaiiies composing this first detachment formed on 
the bank and climbed up the steep blnff, chiving before them 
the line of Turkish skirmishers. By 2 o’clock tliey had gained 
possession of the banks of this little stream, and of a neighboring 
hill, about three quarters of a mile from the shore and east of 
the Tekir-Dere. Soon after this the day began to dawn, and 
the Turks were thoroughly aroused by the noise. They had in 
this vicinity one camp on the heights southeast of Sistova, 
counting perhaps 5,000 men, with one battery of 6 guns, and 
another camp about 6 miles from Sistova on the road to Eust- 
chuk, ill which there were probably about the same number of 
men ; but these numbers can not be stated with any accuracy. 
The little creek Tekir-Dere was about equidistant from these 
two camps. As soon as the Turks were f ully aroused they re- 
enforced their skirmish line near the river bank between Sistova 
and the point of landing, and they also took position in front of 
the Eussiaiis on the heights, which rise behind each other in 
terraces parallel to the river. They also had a battery in Sistova ; 
and from the whole line they opened a very hot fire on, the 
ponton boats which continued to arrive, and they succeeded in 
sinking five of them and killing and wounding in all about 100 
men in the boats. 

About 5 A, M. General Dragomiroff, accompanied by Major 
General Skobeleff II. as a volunteer, arrived on the southern 
bank and took command. He immediately sent about 15 com- 
panies of the 1st brigade of his division on the left of the Tekh- 
Dere to attack the troops coming from the camp in that direc- 
tion ; meanwhile forming the rest of his troops as they arrived 
in the valley of this little creek, and then advancing tliein grad- 
ually on both sides of it* By 8 o’clock in the morning the,.,. 1st 
brigade had gained possession of some small heights in its front, 
which secured the passage from any attack on that side of. the 
little stream. Soon afterward the -troops began to arrive more 
rapidly, thanks. to. the assistance. of .a steamboat wliieh had run 
past the batteries at' Nikopolis during the night. By II o’clock 
the 2d brigade of the 14th Division, as well as the 4th Rilie bri- 
gade, had arrived and formed .on the - right, of. the Tcldr-Dere. 
General Dragomiroff then ordered the principal movement' :of 
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tlie day, wMcIi was an advance against the heights behind Sis- 
tova by the 2d brigade, supported on its right flank by the Eifle 
brigade, which took the direction of the road toward Sistova, 
the Ist brigade remaining on the ground it had taken. This 
advance was covered by the Eussian batteries on the other side 
of the river, which succeeded in silencing the Turkish batteries ; 
the Turks made but a feeble resistance, and at 2 o’clock the 
Eussians gained possession of the heights behind Sistova, and 
at 3 o’clock entered the town itself. The Turks abandoned all 
their positions and retreated by the high-road to Tirnova, a por- 
tion of those nearest Sistova retreating to Eikopolis. Their 
losses are not known ; those of the Eussians were as follows : 

Officers. Men. 

. . 0 291 

.. 22 446 

" 58 

Total ........ ,31 , ■ ^90 

of whiOiB over 600 belonged to the two regiinents (Tolhynia Mo. 
53 and Minst No., 54) of,, the 1st - brigade,- which had done, the 
fighting on the east of the ereek early ■ in the inomiiig. ■ 

About 3 o’clock in the. afternoon General Eadetzky, com- 
manding the VIII. Corps, crossed to the Turkish side, and im- 
mediately afterward the troops of the 9th Division, which had 
arrived at Zimnitza during the day,, also began coming over. 
By 9 o’clock in the evening the whole of the VIII. Corps as well 
as the 4th Eifle brigade, 25,000 , men in all, were established in 
good defensible positions on the Tnrldsh shore. The passage 
was therefore secured, after 20 honrs of labor and a loss nf 800 
men. 

.,Diiring,. the next day, Jnne 28th, the ,35th,. Division (XII. 
Corps) was .ferried,, over , on pontons, and - at. the same time the 
construction of a bridge was -commenced, which was finished on' 
the 2d of July. 

In ten weeks from the^ opening of . hostilities, therefore, the 
Eussians had estaUished themselves on the southern bank of the 
Danube, and with a loss;-which, in comparison to the importance 
of the success, was totally insignificaBl ' 

The question naturally .arises, what were the^ Turks doing-all 
this time? And it is difficnlt4o give a satisfactory answer to 


.Killed.... 
Woimded. 
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this qiiestionj as no official reports or other trastwortlij data 
have ever been published on the Turkish side. It .ma,y be said, 
IioweVeiv that their defense had been by no means an energetic 
one. The mobilization of six Eussian army corps and their 
concentration along the Pmth in the months of November and 
Beceinber, 1876, were as well known to the Turks as to the rest 
of the world ; it was also perfectly apparent that if war did 
break out the Eussians had the choice of onlj two plansj either 
to cross the lower Danube into the Dobriidja or to advance 
through the narrow space between the Damihe at Galatz and 
the Carpathians, toward some point on the middle Danube. As 
they had no navy to cover any operations on the Black Sea, a 
landing on the coast at Kustendje or Yarna, or otlier point, was 
not to be feared. If, therefore, the Tuihs meant to oppose an 
energetic resistance to the Eussian advance, it was very plain 
that their most advantageous position from which to do so was 
the Dobnidja. An army of 100,000 men posted beliind the 
river in the northwest corner of this rectangle could oppose the 
crossing of the lower river, or, if the Eussians attempted to 
march past, could strike them on the flank cm route. On the 
declaration of war it could seize the towns of Braila, Galatz, 
Eeni and Ismail, on the northern bank, and fortify tliem as 
tUes-de-pont'^ and get possession of tlie railway bridge at Galatz, 
over which passes the one railway of Eoiimania. For their own 
supplies tliey had the harbor of Kustendje and the Iviistendje- 
Tchernavoda Eailroad, which is only 70 miles from the Danube 
at Galatz ; they also had the Danube itself by wliicli to bring 
supplies. 

, But instead of taking positions from which they could strike 
the Eussians as soon as they crossed the frontier, tlie Turks 
passed the winter preceding the declaration of war with an 
army of 60,000 to 60,000 men in the quadrilateral, another of 
about the same size 200 miles away at Widdin, and a few weak 
garrisons along the Danube. Whether it was Oriental pi'oeras- 
tination, or because, as has been pretended, they had a, deep plan 
of luring the Eussians across the Danube and tlien overwhelm- 
.ing them, or, as is more likely, because they had no very definite 
plan of campaign beyond simply waiting, accoifliiig to their 
traditional mode of warfare, behind fortifications to be aitacked, 
it is hardly ..possible . to '.state; but the fact is certain that they 
11 
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allowed the Eiissians to make their preparations for war without 
taking proper steps to meet them ; that when war was declared 
they opposed only the most feeble resistance to the passage of • 
the' lower river ; and, when the passage of the middle course 
was threatened by the concentration of the Enssian army to the 
southwest of Bucharest, they made no movements to oppose it 
beyond a slight increase of the Danube garrisons and the con- 
stmction of a few batteries on the river bank. They made no 
iictlw defense. Although the Enssians remained near Bucharest 
for nearly a month waiting for their bridge and siege material, 
yet the Turks pushed no reconnaissances to develop their strength, 
position and movements; and more than all, they did not assem- 
l)le a mobile army at some central point behind the threatened 
line, ready to move at once to the point where the real passage 
should begin, and attack the invaders before they got a firm 
footing on the southern bank. ■ 

Yon Moltke, in Ms account of the campaign of 1828 (which 
was a campaign of sieges), remarks that ‘^the Turks usually 
began their resistance at that point where in other sieges it usu- 
ally terminates; i. e.,. after the crowning of the covered way 
and the opening of a breach.” In the campaign of 1877 there 
were no regular sieges, but the Turks fought a purely defensive 
eampaign, in which the resistance began only after the ^ Enssians 
■were well over the Danube and the first line of Turkish' defense 
was wholly lost 
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OPEK-ATIONS OF THE AHYANGE GHABD HOTEE GOHEKOj 12TH 

TO AUGUST 6TH. 

Between' tie Balkans and the Daiiobe there are. but two 
short lines of railway^ viz. : that from Eiistchiik to Tarna, 140 
inilesj and that along the line of Trajan’s wallj 40 miles. Both 
these roads were in possession of the Turks, In that portion of 
Bixlgaria wiiioli became the theatre of the principal military 
operations, the cIimsBees are as follows : 

1. From E'ustclmk, via Eazgrad, to Shiimla and Yarna. 

2. Prom Eiistchiik, via Eazgrad, Eski-BJxima, Osman-Bazar, 
Kazan (the Kazan Pass), Sliviio, and Yeni-Zagra, to Herinanli, 
and thence to Adrianoj)le. 

3. From Sistova, via Tirnova, Gabrova, Shipka Pass, Kazan- 
lyk, and Eski-Zagra, to Trnova, and thence to Adriaiiople, 

4. From Eahova, via Yratza, to Orkhanie and SopMa. 

6. From Lorn Palanka, via Berkovitza, to Sophia. 

6. From Widdin, via Pirot, to Sophia. 

7. From Eiistchxik, via Biela, Plevna, Lukovitza, and Or- 
khanie, to Sophia, 

' 8., From Shiimla, via Osman-Bazar, Tirnova,, Selri, and Xov- 
tcha, to Plevna., 

. ' All these were good, hard, , macadamized roads, and were in 
excellent condition at the beginning of the canipaigii, and 
remained so xintil they had been rained in some places by the 
passage of iiiiniense artillery and transport trains, and the failure 
to promptly repair the damages made by them,. 

.Besides .these there were common countij .roads 

connecting all the larger villages. Dxiring the .snininer,. when 
there, Tras no rain, these roads were always' passable, barring 
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sliglit delays at the small bridges crossing the various streams; 
When the antiinm rains came on in September they soon became 
wholly impassable. . ' ' . ' 

The bridge at Sistova was finished, as previously stated, on 
the 2d of July, five days after the passage had been made, and 
the bulk of the army began passing over in the following order : 

1. Advance Guard mider Gourko, July 3d. 

2. XIII; Corps (except the 35th Infantry Division, which 
had been ferried over in boats June 28tli), July 3d--4:th. 

3. XII. Corps, July 5th-8th. 

4 IX. Corps, July 8th-10th. 

5. XL Colics, July 10th-15tli. 

6. IT. Corps, July 20th~30th. 

In accordance with the general plan of campaign previously 
explained, Gouiko was to push forward rapidly to the Balkans 
by the main road passing through Tirnova ; the Till. Coi^ps was 
to follow the same road ; the XIII. Corps, followed by the XII., 
was to take the line of the Yantra on the left flank; the IX. 
Corps was to attack Xikopolis and the line of the Vid on the 
right flank; the XI. and IT. Corps were for the present to be 
held in reserve. ' ; 

On the 5th of July the cavalry of the XIII. Corps captured 
the town of Biela, after a short skirmish with some Tcherkesses, 
and the next day it was occupied by the infantry. On the 7th 
of July Gourko captured Tirnova. The possession of these two 
points gave the Eussians the control of the two high-roads lead- 
ing westward from the Quadrilateral, and threw the whole defen- 
sive line of the Yantra into their power.' The' XIII. and XII. 
Corps were combined into the “ Left Wing,’’ under command of 
the Cesarevitch, and took post on the Yantra, and then gradually 
moved forward toward the Lorn. This was^ strictly in accord- 
ance with the plan of campaign, wdiieh contemplated a purely 
defensive role for the left wing; but it is quite' probable that a 
vigorous attack of these two corps upon Eustchuk at any time 
before the 20th of July might, in the ■ panic which prevailed: at 
that time and in the^general unreadiness of the Turks, have 
been successful; It was not, however,' attempted; the left wing 
moved forward with-- the ■" utmost ■ caution,, and . took... .post along 
the Lorn only about the 1st of August. 

The Headquarters 'of the Army (Grand .Duke Mcliolas) were 


1 


' ADVAHCl GUAEB UNDEB aOUEKO. 105 

m.ovei forward to Tirnova on July 12tlij and of tlie, EinperoT 
to Biela on tlie 20tli. ' MeanwMle Gotirko executed lais krilliaiit 
move over tlie Balkans '(Wj 12tli-18tli)j and Krildener^ with 
the IX. Corps, captured Nikopolis (July 16th) and was defeated 
at Plevna (July '20th). Each of these movements needs to he 
desei’ibed in detail. 

OPEEATIO,nS OF THE ADYAHOE. GUARD UHDER LIEUrEN,iVXT“aENE:EAL 

GOUEEO. 

On the 30th of June, three days after the passage, of, the 
Danube, the Grand Duke gave orders for the formation of a 
detachinent, under the orders of Lieutenant-General Gourko, 
which was directed to push forward rapidly to Tirnova and 
Selvi, reconnoitre the surrounding eonntry, and be prepared 
upon the' receipt of subsequent orders to gain possession of a 
pass in the Balkans by which the army could cross ; at the same 
time sending his cavalry south of the mountains to cut the rail- 
roads .and telegraph, and to do what other damage they could. 

This detachment was made up as follows : 

Infantry . — Ith Ei9.e Brigade, Bulgarian legion (6 battalions), 
half battalion of plastoiines, . and two mountain batteries (14 
guns). 

Cavalry.— 1. 8th and 9th Eegimeiits of Dragoons and 16th 
horse battery, under Duke Eugene of Leuchteiiberg. 

9th Eegiinent Hussars, 30th Eegiment Don Cossacks, and 
10th (horse) batteiy of Don Cossacks, under Duke Nicholas of 
Leuchteiiberg. 

3. 21st and 26th Eegiments Don Cossacks and 15th (horse) 
battery of Don Cossacks, under Colonel Tchernozoiiboff. 

, #. Half squadron of Volunteers from the Guard. . 

5. Detachment of mounted pioneers, under Colonel Count 
de Eoiiiqueres, composed of Cossacks of the Caucasus, Don and 
Ural, who had been previously instructed in engineering duties. 

, . In all, lOf battalions (8,000 men), 31| squadrons (4,000 men), 
and 82 guns (18 field and 14 mountain pieces).' ■ . , .. 

The Sistova bridge being completed on the 2d of July, tliis 
detachment crossed on the 3d and began its march southward. 
On the without .having m.et any opposition, it arrived in 
the villages |ust . north of . the TirnoYa“Selvi..ci5r^f,me^. Here 
Gourko ;iiiade his dispositions, for a.reeonnamsance of Tirnova 
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from the west on the Tth, and and from the east on the 8thj the, 
bulk of his detachment meanwhile ' remaining near the village 
of MadregOj 18 miles northwest of Tirnova. 

Tirnova has a population of 40,000 to 50,000 people, and is 
the most important town of northern Bulgaria ; from it roads lead 
to the Shipka, Travna, Elena, and Slivno passes in the Balkans, 
and to SeM and Lovtcha on the west, Sistova and Enstchnk on 
the north, and Osman-Bazar and Shnmla on the east. The town 
is situated in a bend of the river Yantra and on its bank, while 
peipeiidiciilar rocky bluffs over 600 feet high surround it on 
e%"ery side ; the roads enter the town from four directions through 
narrow defiles. Its natural capacity for defense was very great ; 
hence Gourko^s caution in approaching it. 

For his reconnaissance of the Tth, Gourko took the brigade 
of dragoons, with which he approached the town from the west 
over the heights of Kajabunar. Sending two squadrons for- 
ward to skirmish with the Turks and make them develop their 
strength, he soon became convinced that the Turks were not in 
great force ; and he descended from the heights and, about 4 
p. M., advanced toward Tirnova with the whole brigade. The 
Turks retreated before him and crossed to the other side of the 
river just above the town, where they took up a position com- 
manding the approach by the road. Gourko then brought his 
light battery into action, and sent back an order directing that 
the four sotnias of Cossacks, which were acting as his reserve 
and keeping up communication with the bulk of his detachment 
at Madrego, should come forward. As soon as they arrived he 
sent them through the town (on hisleft and front) with orders 
to cross the river and threaten the rear of the Turks. Mean- 
while, with the brigade of dragoons he advanced directly agSnst 
the Turks in front of him. The Turks abandoned everything 
and retreated very hastily by the road to . Osman-Bazar. Their 
strength %vas five battalions of regular infantry (about: •3,000 
men), 400 inegular cavalry, and 6 guns. . The force with which 
Gourko converted Ms. reconnaissance .into an attack numbered 
about 1,400 cavalry and,. 6.- guns; his losses were 3 men and 8 
homes wounded. 

The rest of the detachment came to Tirnova the next day, 
My 8th, and, remained there till the 13th,, the bulk of the'troops 
at the edge of , the town and ■ smaU detachments in observation 
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on tlie principal roads. These four days were occupied in col- 
lecting all possible information from the Bulgarians about tlie 
Tarious paths oTer the mountains, in reconnoitering tbeiii, .and 
in organi. 2 :i,ng a pack train^and making preparations for tlie for- 
ward mo'vement. 

According to the information which Goiirko thus gatlierech 
all the Turkish authorities and population had left TirnoYa, most 
of them going to Shmnla; the troops had left beliinil them in 
their retreat a considerable quantity of forage and wheat (which 
was confiscated by the Kussians). There were no troops in any 
of the passes except the main one at Sliipka, where there were 
about 3,000 infantry, a few mountain guns, and some bands of 
bashi-bozouks ; some earthworks had been constructed for the 
defense of this pass, but it was not known whether they had yet: 
been armed with cannon or not. 

ITpoii this information Gouiko drew up the following plan, 
which was approved by the Grand Duke (see Plate 9): 

1. To cross the Balkans with the whole of his detachment 
except one regiment of Cossacks (No. 30) and 2 guns, by a blind 
trail about half way between the Elena and Trauma passes — ^first 
sending his pioneers ahead to make the trail passable for his 
light artillery if possible. 

2. The 30th Eegiment of Cossacks to leave 4 squadrons at 
Tirnova, and send the other 2 squadrons and 2 guns to Gabrova 
to watch the northern outlet of the Sliipka Pass. A siiiall 
detachment of Cossacks at the moment of starting was to recon- 
noitre the Elena Pass, and be sure at the last mo,inent that there 
were no Turks there. 

3. To leave at^ Tirnova all the baggage on wheels, and take 
nothing with , the troops but pack-animals, which should carry 
five days^ hard bread and three days^ forage ; but the men and 
horses were to live on the country as much as possible, and keep 
. their regular rations and forage till absolutely recpiired. 

4. On issuing from the mountains on the soiitli, GoBrki> 
would at once proceed to Kazanlyk and .attack the Slupka Piiss 
from the south, while the Gossacl^ of the 30th Regiment shoiiltl 
make a demonstration against this pass from the north— tliis to 
take .place on July ,17th. 

,, This plan w.as approved by the Grand Duke, and the pio- 
.neers, were sent forward on the. 10th of July to clear. the road. 
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On tlie 12tli the whole detachment moved forward ; and on the 
game day the Grand Duke as well the head of column of the 
VIII. Corps arrived at Tirnova. Of this latter a detachment 
under Major-General Darozhinsky, composed of the 36th Infan- 
try Kegiment, the rest of the 30th Don Cossacks, and 10 guns, 
was at once sent forward to Gahrova, with orders to attack the 
Shipka Pass from the north on July lYth (the two squadrons 
which Gourko had detailed being rather weak for this purpose). 

On the night of the 12th Gourko and his detachment bivou- 
acked near the village of Voinis, 18 miles from Tirnova. On 
the morning of the 13th he moved on 15 miles to the village 
of Parovtchi, and there halted to rest his troops from 1 to 5 
o’clock. D tiring the evening he crossed the divide and bivouacked 
on the southern slope, at a point about 9 miles from the village 
of Hainkioi, which is at the mouth of the defile. At 2 o’clock 
ill the morning of the 11th he continued his march, and about 
10 o’clock surprised the little garrison (800 regular infantry and 
some Teherkesses) at Hainkioi ; and captured the place after a 
slight skirmish, in which he lost six men. Had the outlet of 
this narrow defile been energetically defended, even by the 
small force that held it, it would have cost the Eussians a very 
considerable loss. But, as it was, they debouched in the valley 
of the Tundja, without having met any difficulties except those 
of the road, which, however, were not slight. The ascent of the 
mountain began at the village of Parovtchi, elevation about 
1,800 feet, and in the next 8 miles the road ascended 1,900 feet, 
crossing the summit at an elevation of 3,700 feet. On the 
southern slope in 12 miles the road descended 2,300 feet, the 
elevation of Hainkioi being about 1,400 feet. Over the greater 
part of the road from Parovtchi to Hainkioi the guns were 
dragged by the infantry, the grades being much too steep for 
the horses to be of any use. Considering that this trail was pre- 
viously nothing but a foot-path, great credit is due to the pio- 
neers, under Major-General Eauch of the Engineers, for having 
in two days made a road over which it was possible cmy 
means to transport artilleiy. There was but one accident, in 
which two guns with their teams rolled down a ravine; they 
were, however, afterward recovered. 

The Turkish garrison of Hainkioi retreated by the road to 
Slivno, and on arriving at the outlet of the Elena pass (village of 
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Tvarditea) was joined by the garrison of that place ; and the two 
garrisons^, numbering four battalions or about '2,000 meiiy then 
turned back dining the afternoon (July 14tlx), and attacked the 
Eiissians who were following tliem,wiz., two l)attalioiis of the 
Eifie Brigade ; the latter - were reenforced by a third battalion^ 
and after a short fight, in which the Eiissians lost 7 men, the 
Turks retreated toward Slivno. They were followed till night- 
fall by part of the Eifle Brigade, which then ■ returned toward 
Ilainkioi. The Enssians gained possession of twm Turkish camps 
containing a mimber of arms, cartridges, rations, etc. . 

July 15th, Gourko remained at Hainkioi, assembling his 
troops, which had not at all passed through the defile the pre- 
vious day. , He also sent three squadrons of Cossacks in the 
direction of Yeni-Zagra. They had a skirmish in the afternoon 
with some Tcherkesses followed by three battalions of infantry ; 
they called f or reenforeements, and the 9th Dragoons were sent 
to them late in the afternoon, whereupon the Turks retreated in 
disorder. The Cossacks lost 8 or 10 men, and they as well as 
the Dragoons returned to Hainkioi during the riiglit. The next 
day two squadrons of the 26th Don Cossacks succeeded in reach- 
ing Teni-Zagra and cutting the telegraph. 

July 16th, Gourko left Hainkioi and began his march toward 
Shipka, intending to reach the neighborhood of Kazanlyk (20 
miles) that afternoon, and attack Shipka Pass the next inorniiig. 
He took^ mth him 6|- battalions (5,000 men), 194 squadrons 
(3,000 men), and 16 guns, and left the balance of his cletacliment, 
viz., 4 battalions (3,000 men), 6 squadrons (500 men), and 14 
guns, under Major-General Stoletoff at Hainkioi, in order to 
keep possession of that pass in case of retreat, but with orders to 
move on toward Kazanlyk on the morning of the ISth. 

' After Gourko had marched about 8 or 9 miles he came upon 
a. body of Turks. about 3,000 strong, posted behind a little stream 
issuing from the mountains at the village of ITflaiii. With these 
he had a sharp fight, in which he lost 2 ofiicers and about 60 
mem ■ There w^ere, 400 Turkish' dead (according to the official 
report) left upoii.-the field; the number of their wounded was 
not known. This affair consumed so much time that Gourko 
could go. no .farther that day than Maglis, 10 miles east of Ka- 
zanlyk. The next morning, -July. 17th, at daybreak, Gourko 
.moved, out with , his troops in 'three columns ; that on the right 
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(ll^battalion) being ordered to follow the, mountains and attack 
ka 2 :aiiljk from the northeast, that of the center (5 battalions 
and 10 guns) to attack the town from the east, and that on the 
left (all the cavaliy and 6 guns) to follow the valley of the 
Tundja and turn the enemy’s right flank. But the Turks were 
found posted 5 miles in front of Kazanlyk, behind a little stream 
called Kara Dere ; their strength was about 3 battalions and 3 
guns, and another column was seen coming from Sliipka with 
the intention of occupjdng the heights- on the Eiissian right 
flank. The flght began at T o’clock in the morning, but it was 
a small ailiir, although it lasted for two or three hours. The 
cavalry turned the right flank of the Turks, who thereupon be- 
gan to retreat upon Kazanlyk ; the cavalry still outflanking them* 
cut off their retreat from Karlova and turned them toward 
Shipka, and then converted their retreat into a rout in which 
they lost 400 prisoners and their 3 guns; theEussian loss was 
14 men. The village of Kazanlyk was in possession of the Eus- 
sians by noon, and Goui’ko wished to march immediately on to 
Shipka and attack the pass ; but his men were so exhausted 
(the heat was very great) that he was obliged to give them sev- 
eral hours’ rest. Meanwhile with the cavalry he went on in 
person to Shipka village, where the infantry rejoined him about 
sunset ; it was then too late to attack. In this way it happened 
that Ciourko was one day behindhand for the Joint attack which 
he had ordered from the north and south of Shipka Pass for the 
ITtli of, July. 

The attack from the north was, however, made on this day, 
in the following manner ; 

General Darozhinsky, with his detachment (36th Infantiy 
Eegimeiit, 30th Don Cossacks, and 6 guns), left Tirnova on the 
12th and arrived at Gabrova on the 13th. He immediately 
sent a portion of his Cossacks to Selvi, to drive out some basH- 
bozoiiks tliat were there, and the rest of .them into the mountains 
east of .Shipka Pass to reconnoiter. The latter penetrated as far 
as the Berdek hill (about 3 miles east of ■ the Shipka),' without 
meeting, any resistance ,.;, hei^e, however, they came ..upon a batta-., 
lion of Turks intrenched in a good position, before whom of 
course they were obliged to retire, sending back for infantry re- 
enforcements. Two companies were sent to them, and arrived, 
the next day, lOth. 
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. Prince Mirsky (Lieutenant-Greneral, eoinmandiiig, 9tli, Divi- 
sion) arrived at Gabrova on the evening of July ICItli, and snper- 
seded., Major-General Darozhinsky in command of tlie troops 
♦there. From the vicinity of Gabrova it could plainly be seen 
that the Turks had several lines of trenches dug across the high- 
road leading over the Shipka Pass ; their numbers were learned 
to be between 4^000 and 5,000 infantry, with some basM-bozouks 
and 12 guns. To attack a mountain position thus defended, 
with one regiment numbering, perhaps, 2,400 men and 6 guns, 
w’^oiild have been simply folly, except that another and stronger 
attack was to have been made simultaneously from the other 
side. But, as we have seen, the troops on the other side were 
one day behiiidhaiid ; and as a result the isolated attack on the 
north was a complete failure. It was made in four coliiiims, 
viz. : 

On the right, four companies, vdth four guns whieli were to 
follow a mountain path through the village of Zeleiio-DreYO and 
attack the Bald Mountain two miles west of the main Turkish 
position, which was at the hill of St, Ificholas on the main 
road. 

In the center, four companies, which were to follow a trail 
which would bring them in front of the advanced positions on 
the main road (i. e., near what is marked Fourth Position/^ on 
the Map of Shipka, Plate 13). 

On the left, two companies, which were to take a path 
through the woods leading to the main position at St. Nicholas 
hiU. " 

On the extre?ne left, three companies, three .sotiiias of Cos- 
sacks, and two guns, which were to attack the hill of Berdek, 
three miles from St. E'ieliolas. 

, , The remaining two companies of the regiment -were left to 
gua,rd the baggage at Gabrova. 

.The warioiis columns, each' conducted by guides, were in 
motion by 7 .o’clock in the morning. ^The plan of attack sliows 
a considerable., ignorance of the Tmkisli position, for on the 
Bald. Mountain there were no Turks at all,, and the weakest eol- 
iimn was directed against the strongest position of the Turks 
(St.: Nicholas). ' 

. ' . The .result of, the attack was as follow's : , , 

^ The column on the right, after marching all day, arrived, at 
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Y,jp. M. OB, the Bald Moimtam without having met any Turks ; 
its .four guns were left en route at the; village of Zeleno-DrevOj 
with orders to assist the attack of dhe center colnmUj but they 
were found to be out of range. 

The columm in the center arrived in front ■ of the , Turkish 
advanced trenches at 3 p. h, and opened fire upon them; bntj 
the position being too strong to assault, it simply remained on 
its ground till sunset, keeping up a straggling fire with the 
enemy. 

The eolmmi on the left debouched from the woods at 2 
p. M., and found itseK only a few hundred yards from the in- 
trenched position of the Turks (at the point marked Third 
Position on map of Sliipka Pass) ; it was very warmly re- 
ceived, blit managed to hold its ground till 4 p. m., when it 
began to retreat, the Turks pmsuing till 6 p. m. This column 
lost 5 out of 6 officers and 115 out of 320 men. 

The column on the extreme left attacked at 3 o’clock in the 
morning, and carried the intrenchments on the MU of Berdek, 
the Turks retreating to St. Nicholas. 

This was the only success of the day, and it availed nothing, 
for it was too far away and the column was too small in numbers 
to assist the little detachments in the center, one of which had 
been badly beaten, and in retreating had brought the Turks 
into a position to threaten the rear of the other. There were 
no reserves, and nothing had been heard from Gourko ; during 
the night, therefore, all the columns fell back toward Gabrova. 
The total losses of the day were 6 officers and 205 men. 

Gourko meanwhile, as previously stated, had reached the 
village of SMpka that same evening (July ITth), and made 
preparations to attack the pass the next, morning. Of this he 
sent word early in the morning by a note taken by a Bulgarian 
,aeross the mountain to Prince Mirsky, asking him to support 
his attack by a diversion with the Mtli Eegiment ; but' this 
note did not reach its destination until noon, and then it was 
too, 'late, so 'that Gourko’s attack from the south (July 18th) was 
isolated and iinsuceessM— Just as had • been the one from the 
north the previous day. 

Gourko attacked with two battalions of the Rifle Brigade 
and a half battalion of, plastounes. They climbed, through, the, 
woods on either .side of the main road and deployed, against the 
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position at the hill of St. Nicholas. Jnst after the firing had 
began the Tarts sent oat a flag of trace. “ Cease firing” was 
sounded, and a party of oflSeers * advanced to meet the flag, 
when suddenly the Turkish oflleers turned and retired hastily 
to their lines, and at a signal the Turks opened fire upon 
the Eassian party. Fortunately none of them were hit. Ex- 
cited by this treachery, the rifle battalions rushed forward and 
gained possession of some of the outer hires of trenches; but 
they were not strong enough to carry the main works on the St. 
Nicholas hill, and, hearing nothing of the attack from the north 
on which they had rehed, they retired in good order doivn the 
mountain to the village of Shipka. The Turks fired at them 
with artillery, but did not leave their trenches ; the Eussian 
losses were something over 150 men. 

Two unconcerted and isolated attacks had therefore been 
made on the Turkish position in the Shipka Pass, and both had 
been repulsed. On the morning of the 19th both detachments 
prepared to renew the attack, but meanwhile the Turks evacu- 
ated their positions and dispersed in small bands through the 
mountains to the west, finally reuniting somewhere near Pliil- 
ippopolis. In order to gain time for this manmuvre, they en- 
tered into negotiations with General Gourko looking to a sur- 
render. The Turkish Parlrnientaire came to Gourko’s camp 
at 1 in the morning, bearing a letter from the Pasha offering to 
suiTender, in answer to a summons to that effect sent by Gourko 
the previous day. It was agreed that the capitulation was to 
take place at noon, and the Turkish officer departed in order to 
get the Pasha’s answer concerning some details, promising to 
be back in two hours. Meanwhile Gourko sent some hospital 
attendants up to the scene of the previous day’s fight in order 
to bring in his wounded. The two horn’s passed, and finally 
noon passed, and nothing was seen of the Turkish oflieer. 
Then Gourko, suspecting some foul play, sent forward a recon- 
noitring party, and got two battalions in position to support 
them. Put, before the reconnoitring party had gone far, some 
of the hospital attendants returned from St. Nicholas hill, say- 
ing that Major-General Skobeleff II. was there ; and soon after- 

, * One of these officers was Major Liegnitz, the Military Attach^ to the Oennaii 
Embassy in St. Petersburg, who made a very Ml report- of the whole clrctnnstanee 
to its government ' 
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ward arriyed a note, from that officer saying that he had occu- 
pied St. Nicholas hill, .and that the. Turks had all fled. He had 
in fact taken nine companies- of the 36th Eegiment and foni” 
giuis, and. advanced, early -in the ' morning to attack, the position 
by the ^iiie route as that - 'taken the day before ,by the, ..column 
,f)f the .center; but he had advanced successively from. one line 
of trenches to another, and finally to the St. Nicholas hill, with- 
out finding any defenders. The hosp.ital attendants found but 
little to do, as the Turks had mutilated all tlie Eussiaii dead and 
wounded left on the field. On the road near the Nicholas hill 
was found one heap which alone contained over twenty human 
heads which had been cut from their bodies. The Turks left 
their tents standing, and abandoned their artillery (eight guns) 
and a large amount of ammunition and supplies, as “well as their 
w^oiiiicled (whom, in spite of- the example set before their , eyes, 
the Eussiaiis treated in their own hospitals). 

On the 19th of July, therefore, the Shipka Pass was in the 
hands of the Eussians, and the principal objects of Gourko^s 
expedition were accomplished. In eight days from the time of 
leaving Tirno-va, and -sixteen days from the Danube, he . had 
gained possession of three passes (Hainkioi, Traviia, , and SMp- 
ka), covering a length of thirty miles in the Balkans, and one of 
them the great high-road from Bulgaria to Eouraelia ; he had 
dispersed various Turkish detaelmients, numbering in all about 
10,000 men, had captui-ed 11 guns and a large quantity of am- 
munition, clothing, and pro“vdsions, and had disarmed the Turk- 
ish population throughout a large part of the valley of the 
Tiindja ; and all with a loss of less than 600 men. His men and 
horses had lived off the country and what they captured from 
the Turks, and on the 19th they still had three days’ rations of 
hard bread (out of the five -they had taken with them) un- 
touched. 

By this time the whole of the VIII Coips had arrived at 
Tiriiova and been distributed, as foUows; Corps Headquarters 
and lltli Division at Timova, .watching the road from Skimla ; 
two regiments of the .9th ,D-ivision in . Hainkioi Pass, xletach- 
meiits of Cossacks in Travna- Pass, one regiment at Selvi,, and 
of the remaining regiment (No. 36) one battalion at Gabrova 
and the other t^vo in the Shipka Pass. Goiirko’s detachment 
was abo.ut equally divided, one half in the village of Shipka and 
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the other half at Ka/^aiilyk. .They remained in these positions 
until the 22(1. (See Plate 9.) 

It is now necessary to cast a glance at what was transpiring 
on the Tnrkisli side. The political effect of the passage of the 
Danube^ followed so quickly by the appearance of Goiirko’s 
detachment on the south of the Balkans, was tremendous. ,A 
panic reigned at Adrianople and at all the larger towns in the 
valleys of the Timdja and Maritza, the llohammedaii population 
of wbicli began fleeing toward Constantinople. In that city the 
panic was hardly less . great. Daily councils were held at the 
palace, and the Sultan wavered between the projects of dis- 
plajdng the standard of the Prophet,” thereby proclaiming a 
religions w.ar, and of transporting himself and his government 
to Briisa, in Asia Minor. Then his whole cabinet was over- 
thrown, and the Coinmander-in-Chief, Abdiil-Keriiu Pasha, was 
dismissed in disgrace and banished along with the "War Minister 
to one of the islands in the -dJgean. Meheniet Ali Pasha was 
recalled from Montenegro and appointed Commaiider-in-Cliief, 
and Snleimaii Pasha commander of the troops betv’eeii Adria- 
nople and the Balkans ; and the greatest efforts were made to 
get together an army to oppose the Knssians, who were supposed 
to be marching in force toward Adrianople. At the same time 
England sent her fleet to Besika Bay and made otlier warlike 
preparations. 

In order to follow the movements of the Turkish troops, a 
few topographical explanations are necessary. The Maritza 
Elver rises in the Ballcans about 30 miles southeast of Sophia, 
and follows a course a little south of easterly for IIO miles, and 
then (at the city of Adrianople) turns and flows south for another 
100 miles, emptying into the - jigean Sea near the town of Enos. 
On the south and west it receives the streams flowing fi’oin the 
Ehodope Mountains, the principal of which, called the Arda, 
empties at Adrianople; on the north it receives the drainage of 
a low range of hills known as the Little Balkans, which are 
parallel to the main range of. that name and about 15 miles from 
it. Between these two is a very 'fertile valley, long famous for 
its culture of roses, from which '“ottar of roses” is distilled, 
tliroiigli wliicdi flows the Tundja Eiver past liazanlyk to Slivno, 
where it turns south and empties into the Maritza at Adrianople. 
Between the Tundja and, Maritea system and the waters of the 
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Black Sea tliere is a rasge of hills rising, in places to the height 
of 2/N^O feet, nearij parallel to - the.- coast anti about 12- miles 
from it* (See Plate 2.) ■ 

III tliis section of the. eotmtry is the principal railroad of 
Turkey, which, eoming from .Oonstantinople, unites near Adria- 
iiople with a branch coining from Enos. From xldrianople the 
railroad follows the valley of ' the' Maritza to about 30 miles 
above Philippopolis (the grad.ing of the road is complete as far 
as Sophia). At the little station of Tmova (which must not 
be confounded with the large town of Tiriiora north of the 
BalkiuiH) a braiieh railroad turns off and follows the valley of 
a stream called Sasli to- Yeni-Zagra, and theiiec turns east to the 
town of YiuiiboH in the valley of the Tniidja, Tliis road was 
intended to cross the Balkans and unite near Shrimla with the 
Riistc-din'k railroad, but it has never been built beyond Yamboli. 

The ]}riiicipal high-roads are : 

1. Sliipka—Iiazanlyk— EsM-Zagra — Trnova— Aclrianople. 

2. Pliillppopolis— Haskioi — ^Hermanli (the great road from 
Sophia to Adrianople). 

S. Kazaiilyk — Slivno—Yamboli— Adrianople. 

4. Philippopolis— Karlova---liazanlyk.: ■ 

5. Philippopolis — .Tchirpan.— Eski-Zagra — Yeni-Zagra— 
Yamimli. 

At tlie beginning- -of July the Turks had in the region from 
Pliilippopolis to Sliv-HG about 10,000' men and 60 gnus, wdiieh 
■were then sent foiward to the Balkans in tlie 'neighborhood of 
Sliipka. Soon after (about July Sth-lOtli) 10,000 to 12,000 men 
with 40 gnus, under command of Eeouf Pasha, ywere sent from 
Adrianople by rail to..Yainboli, and thence into . the Balkan 
passes about Slivno. ■ It. was . the western portio.ii of this latter 
detaeliiiieiit that 'Gonrko drove away in lii-s slvirioislies near 
Ilaiiildoi; the first detachment he , destro-yed at Kazanlyk and 
Sliipka. 

“When the news of the passage of- the Danube reached Con- 
stantinople it W'Us deeided.torecallthe greater part of Siileiman^s 
army from Montenegro, and a- fleet of 20 transport ships was 
sent to bring it. Oii, the 16th of , -My 49 battiilioiis^ 18 gims 
and 2,000 cavalry (about ' 30,000 men in all) were embarked at 
Antivari; they landed at Enos on...the 19tli, and proceeded by 
rail to Trnova, where they- were assembled July 20th. (At this 
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date tlie railroad l)etweeii Trnova and Yeni-Zagra liad been eat 
by Gcnirko's cavalry .) 

By the last week in July, therefore, the Turks liad liroiiglit 
together an army of about 50,000 men of regular troops for the 
defense of Eoiimelia. It was posted as follows : 35,000 incri 
under Suleiman at Trnova, Karabuna and Gidsal— i. e., at the 
confliieTice of the Maritza and Sasli rive,rs and the jnnctioii of 
the two railways; 15,000 men under Eeouf at Slivno, Yaiiiboli. 
and Yeni-Zagra. 

We will now return to the subsequent movements of Gour- 
koks dctaelmient, which was resting at Shipka and Kazanlj^k on 
the 22(1 of July. On that date, at the request of a deputation 
of the iiiliahitants, the town of Eski-Zagra was occupied by the 
9tli Dragoons, a sotnia of Cossacks and two guns. ' 

On the 23d Goiirko began to resume the offensive by sending 
two raiding parties follows : 

1. Detachment of Colonel Matsionlevitch (8th Dragoons, 
two sotnias 21st Don Cossacks, section of lOtli mounted battery), 
which wm ordered to proceed by Eski-Zagra to tlie station 
Karabuna on the Yamholi Railroad, destroy the railroad and 
telegraph near this point, and gather as much information 
possible about the movements of the Turks. This detaelimeiit 
bivouacked for the night at Eski-Zagra, and early the next morn- 
ing (July 24th) moved forward in three parties, one of which 
was to strike the railroad above Karabuna, the other below it, 
while the third as a reserve moved directly on that point. The 
first party reached the road and destroyed it, the other two were 
held in check by a Turkish detachment of three or four battal- 
ions^ and several hundred Circassians, which they met before 
amving at Karabuna. After skirmishing all day the three par- 
ties withdrew, and the united' detachment retired to Eski-Zagra 
at night, having destroyed five bridges, three culverts, several 
■way-stations, and the track and telegraph on a length of several 
miles. 

2. Detachment of Colonel Korevo (9th Dragoons, one sotnia 
26th Don Cossacks,, section ■■of 16th mounted battery), which 
ivas to proceed from EsM-Zagm (July 24th) to the station of 
Kaiadzik on the Philippopolis. Railroad, and destroy the track 
in that vicinity, as well as gather- information about the Turkish 
forces. They drove off some basH-bozouks which they foiiiid 

"l2 . 
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near, the statioiij and then destroyed the building with all its 
contents, m well -as the track and telegraph line for a considera- 
ble distance. 

These two detachments;, besides destroying the track and 
telegraph both on the Tamboli and Philippopolis lines, gathered 
the following information about the Turks, viz. : that there were 
near Earabiina, on the Yamboli Eailroad, from four to six battal- 
ions and some eayalry ; that troops were beginning to concentrate 
near the Junction of the railroads, and ■ that they ■ were being 
bronght tliere by rail from Adrianople. The same day by a 
siiiall reconnaissance in tlie direction of Teni-Zagra it was .learned 
that there were Turkish troops at that place, but it could not^ be 
discovered in what strength. 

Upon these data Gonrko divided his detachment into two 
portions on July 25th, one of which, composed of the Bulgarian 
Legion (6 Battalions), the two regiments of Dragoons, the 9th 
Hussars, 3 sotnias of Cossacks (in all 15 squadrons), and 12 guns, 
he sent to Eski-Zagra under the orders of Duke Nicholas Leuch- 
tenberg ; with the other (4th Eifle Brigade, 6 to 8 sotnias of 
Cossacks, and 22 guns) Gourko proceeded on the 27th eastward 
along the Tundja, with the intention of crossing the Little 
Balkans to Teni-Za,-gra. 

Leuchtenberg’s detachment established itself at Eski-Zagra 
July 25th, with outposts about ten miles out on the roads lead- 
ing east, Boiith, and west, and on the succeeding days continued 
to send reconnaissances toward Yeni-Zagra and toward the junc- 
tion of the railroads. At this latter point the Turkish troops 
continued to arrive every day by trains, but they had not yet 
advanced beyond Karabuiia, wEere they had about seven, or 
eight battalions. At Yeni-Zagra was a somewhat larger force. 

. Gourko then ordered that the Duke of Leuclitenberg with 
all his, detachment should move eastward on July 29th from 
Eski-Zagra tow^ard Yeni-Zagra (the two towns are twenty-five 
miles apart), while he Mmself with Ms detachment, increased by 
the 1st Brigade 9th Division from the Hainkioi Pass, would 
cross the Little B-alkans on .July 30th and ' Join 'him, and then 
move against Yeni-Zagra. 

Accordingly, Leuchtenherg moved out at 2 p. m. on the 29th5 
having sent in the morning of the same day two reconnaissances, 
one in advance, of his own column toward Yeni-Zagra, .and the 
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otlier tdwanl Karahuna. " The first of these soon met a (ailiiiiui 
of Turks (fi hiittalions, 8 gmiSjaiid some Tcherkesses) whieh hao 
adva.iiee(l the previous day from Yeni-Zagra,. The lieaxl cd* 
Letielitoiiberg's eolumii(8th Dragoons and 2 guns) went forward 
at a trrd, to support the two squadrons of thereeuiiiiisitriiig party. 
Thiib, the two Leuehteiiberg from Eski-Zagra and. the 

Turks from Ycmi-Zagra,'met oii the cliaiissec midway hetweeii 
thost* tivo |)laees ill the afternoon of July 29tli. The Bulgarian 
Legion, wliidi formed the infantry of LeucditenbergT coliimiij 
did mjf eo me np until about 6 in the evening; but mean while 
he liehl the Turks in cheek by Ms cavalry (15 scpiadrons), one 
half of whicdi, he kept on the ehaussee, and sent the otlier half 
by a detour to the right to th..reaten the Turkish left. At night- 
fall the Turks retired a mile or two to the Ullage of Jlanibiiriar. 
Liuicditenberg hivoiiaeked on the stream which comes out of the 
hill at Daibok., During tlie e\’'eniog the two s<pi,adi*oiis ivliicli 
liad been sent in the inuriiing to reeoiinoitre toward Kanibiina 
{on the raiiKsad)ixdurned, and reported that Siileiriiari'B army w'as 
advaiiciiig in force di,rect from Ilarabiina toward Eski-Zagnij 
ami ihsit it wais only 8 miles soiitiieast of the latter place. 

This disclosed the plan of the Turks. Suleiman villi a large 
force was moving fro.m tlie railroad toward Eski-Zagra (and 
f hence probably toward Sliipka), wdiile a ptirtioii yf fleoiiBs 
tixiops \vere advancing from YenbZagra to meet Siiltiinan at 
Eski-Zagni. The Enss,kns 5 on the other hand, were iianihig in 
two columns, one from the valley of the Timdja soutli of Haim 
kioi, and the otlier from Esld-Zagra, with tlie inteiitiim of at- 
tacking Yeiii-Zagra. On the night of the 20th of July the 
troops stood as follows : Gonrko, with the bulk of the iiifaiitTj 
(4'tli Rifle Brigade and 1st B.rigade 9tli Division, D) battalions, 
8 sqiuidroiis of Cossacks, and 22 guns), was still on the north 
of tlie Little Balkans,- near the village of Jasiriii. Leucliteiilierg, 
with, 4 battalions of the Bulgarian- Legion, 14 sqiiacln,ais, ami 12 
guns, was bivouacked near the village of Dallaik, facang east, 
and liavi,iig in front of Mm a Tiirkisli detachment of (I battalioiis 
8 gnus, and some Tcherkesses. ' Suleimaii' s head of culiiiiiii was 
8 miles soiithc^.ast of Eski-Zagra, at which place were 2 battalions 
of the I liiigarian Legion and 2 sotnias of Cossacks. 

The town of Eski“Za,gra was-of the- greatest iuiportanee to 
the Eiissiaiia, as it covered their retreat to Kazanlykaiid the 
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Siiipka Pass. Lenclitcnberg therefore determined to fall back 
upon this town with his 4 battalions of Bnlgarians and 6 guns, 
and try to hold it for a day against Snleimaii, and to direct .his 
cavalry to retreat slowly after him along the chanssde, delaying 
as much as possible the advance of the Turkish infantry in front 
of them, and keeping up the connection between Eski-Zagra and 
(lourko’s troops which would come over the Little Balkans dur- 
ing the day. 

The cavalry was disposed as follows : in the center, across 
the chaussee, 3 scpadrons in line supported by 2 squadrons in 
reserve ; on the left, 2 squadrons near the foot of the hills ; on 
the right, 3 squadrons in line, with 2 guns, facing southeast 
near the village of Tchavlikioi. This left a general reserve of 4 
squadrons and 4 guns. The Turks opened the attack about 7 
o^clock in the morning (July 30th) by a demonstration against 
the Eussiaii left, before which the 2 squadrons fell back slowly. 
Skirmishing continued until about noon without much change 
in the relative positions; but then the Turks began massing 
their infantry against the Russian right, with the evident inten- 
tion of breaking past the Russians and effecting a junction with 
Suleiman. The Russian right was then reenforced by the 6 
squadrons in reserve, making 9 in all, while 4 remained on the 
chauss^e and 2 near the mountains. In this way, the Turks 
continually striving to turn- their right flank, the Russians fell 
back, contesting every step, and about 5 i\ m. they reached the 
village of Aidinli, 3 miles east of Eski-Zagra. Meanwhile, on 
the left flank several attempts had been made by the Cossacks 
to break through the line of Circassians and learn something of 
the whereabouts and movements of Gourko’s troops, but they 
had all been unsuccessful. ■ 

■ Goiirko had meanwhile crossed the Little Balkans during 
the morning (30th), and on the west and north of Yeiii-Zagra 
had found a portion of Eeouf s detachment en route toward 
Eski-Zagra. He fought with this during the greater part of the 
'dayj..and drovedt to the e.a8t, thus preventing its Junction with 
thedroops near Eski-Zagra* Hearing then of the desperate .sit- 
uation : of Leiichtenberg’s cavalry, he prepared to .return along 
the .chaussee to Halbok, reunite Ms detachment,, and retreat 
toward Hainkioi., 

, On. this day (SGth) Suleiman had concentrated Ms force in 
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front of EsTci-Zagra, but lie had made no attaelv. On tint 
evening of tliat date, therefore, the relative poBitioiis were as 
MIowb: 

Suleiman^ with about 40,000 men disposed in aeirelc of 5 
miles radius aroniid Esti-Zagra, from the Tehiri)an road on the 
left to tliC 3 village of .Ds:iiranli on the right, his riglit flank being 
composed of the troops which had come from Yeni-Zagra. 

LeMelikMherff^ in possession of .the chanssee from Eski-Zagra 
for a distaiiee of about 6 miles east, having the 0 Bulgarlaiii 
battalions and some Cossacks on his right :fl.aiik at E.ski“Zagra, 
and the rest of his cavalry at Aidinli and Ilirsta. 

(7(mrh)^ on the ehaussae just west of YenirZagra, with 10 
Irnttalions ready to march early in the mo.Fni.iig to the redief of 
Leiielitenberg. 

On the iiiorning of the Slst, between 6 and T c/elock, the 
Cossacks of Gotirkohs advance-gnard were discovered approach- 
ing on the chauss6e from tiie east, but the road was completely 
under the fire of the Turks from their position at Dziiraiili. 
To make a diversion in favor of these Cossacks, Lciiehtenberg 
scriit the Otli Hussars and 4 guns to demonstrate against the left 
flank of the Turks at ’Dxuraiili ; and soon aftcrwa'ial lie sent tlie 
Stli Dragoons and 4 guns against the right flank of Biileiiiiaids 
main force south of Eski-Zagra. These twe^ regiinciits were 
thus interposed between the Turks at Dziiraiili anti Siileimaifls 
main force on the south of Eeki-Zagra, and preventtal their Junc- 
tion for several .hours. - ' 

Suleiman began his attack about 8 in the morning along the 
two roads coniing into EsM-Zagra from the south and west. 
There was nothing to oppose Mm but the 0 1)attaIioiis of the 
Bulgarian Legion, which fell back slowly toward the touii. 
About 11 okdock the bulk of Gourko’s forces had arrived and 
engaged the Turks near Dmranli. The 9th Dragoons were 
fliereiipoii sent to Eski-Zagra to aid the Bulgarians, and the rest 
of Leuclitenberg's cavalry (upon the order of Gemrko) was 
iiiarclicd along tlie chanssee xmde.r fi.Fe of the Turks at Dziiraoli 
to rejoin Goiirkxds right wing; During the afternoon Gemrko 
succeeded in driving back the' Turks in front of him; but by 
withdrawing his cavalry .from Aidinli ha had lost all coifiiniirii- 
cation with his people at- Eski-Zagra. If the Turks had had 
plenty of good cavalry, they would probably have cut these lai- 
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ter to pieces. As it was, the Bulgarians fell back slowly and in 
good order, and upon tbe arrival of the 9th Dragoons to cover 
their retreat, they made good their escape over the Little Bah 
kans to Kazanlyk. 

The main body of Gourko’s force retreated that evening 
(July 31st), in the opposite direction, to the bivouac nearDolbak, 
the cavalry covering their rear. The next day they crossed the 
Little Balkans to the neighborhood of Hainkioi. 

During the 80th and 31st of July Gourko’s detachment 
of 16,000 men had been fighting with the whole of the newly 
formed ‘^Balkan Army” under Suleiman, numbering nearly 
50,000 men in all. It was impossible, owing to the course of events 
on the other side of the Balkans, as will be subsequently explained? 
to send any substantial reenforcements to Gourko and continue 
the advance in face of this new army. Gourko was therefore 
ordered to retreat slowly before the Turks, post a portion of his 
troops in the passes, and bring the rest to the northern side of 
the mountains. The Bulgarian Legion retired to Shipka ; the 
9th Dragoons, which had covered its retreat, then made its way 
past the bashi-bozouks, who had swarmed into the valley of the 
Tundja, and rejoined Gourko at Hainkioi. 

On the 3d and 4th of August a small reconnaissance was 
made to Eski~Zagra, by which it was learned that Suleiman had 
reduced the entire town to ashes on account of the treason ” 
of the inhabitants in asking the Eussians to come there, and had 
then marched his army toward Teni-Zagra. 

On the 5th of August all of Gourko’s cavalry retired thi’ough 
the Hainkioi Pass to Timova, and on the 8th arrived at the vil- 
lage of Nikup, 18 miles north of Tirnova ; there it refitted, cured 
up lame and sore-backed horses, and generally repaired damages, 
and was subsequently distributed to the various divisions of which 
it formed parts. The 1st Brigade 9th Division was posted 
in the Hainkioi and Elena passes, the 4th Eifle Brigade at Tir- 
nova, and the Bulgarian Legion, as previously stated, in the 
Shipka Pass. Gourko himself proceeded to Eussia to meet and 
resume his proper command .(2d Cavalry Division of the Guard), 
which had meantime been mobilized and was en route' to the seat, 
' of war.; 

The losses of his detachment from the capture of Shipka 
Pass (July 19th) to Iheir return to the Balkans (August 5th) 
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were about 500 men : their total losses from the time of leaving 
Tirnova (July 12th) to their return to the same place (August 6th) 
were as follows : 


Officers. Men. 

Killed 10 181 

Wounded 24 109 

Missing S'/ 

Total 34 m 


This expedition of Gourko’s was more than a mere cavalry 
raid : it was an admirably conducted movement of an advance- 
guard composed of all arms. With 8,000 infantry, 4,000 cavalry, 
and 32 guns, it had in less than a month gained possession of one 
of the principal passes of the Balkans, from which the Russians, 
though terribly attacked, never let go their hold, and which they 
finally used in January for the passage of a large portion of 
their army ; it had carried a panic throughout the whole of Tur- 
key between the Balkans and Constantinople ; and its scouting 
parties had penetrated to within JO miles of Adrianople, the 
second city of the Empire, and had destroyed the railroad and 
telegraph on the two principal lines ; finally, it had gathered 
accurate information concerning the strength and positions of the 
large Tm’kish force advancing toward the Balkans. 

In this expedition alone of the whole campaign was the cav- 
alry energetically handled. On several occasions it fought on 
foot ; it was constantly on the move ; it subsisted on the country ; 
on the 29th and 30th of July 14 squadrons of it (1,800 men) held 
their own against 4,000 infantry and several hundred bashi- 
bozouks and Tcherkesses; and it finally covered Gourko’s retreat 
before a force more than three times superior to his own. The 
irregular cavalry of the Turks never waited long enough to come 
to hand-to-hand blows; on one occasion (July 16th), while fight- 
ing on foot against infantiy, the dragoons advanced with fixed 
bayonets, but the Turks retired without accepting a hand-to-hand 
struggle. The Russian Cavalry, it will be remembered, is armed 
with the short Berdan rifle, an arm much superior to the Win- 
chester and nearly equal to the Peabody-Martini. In artillery, 
however, the TurMsh superiority was clearly proved, especially 
during the fight of July 29th on the chaussde near Karabunar; 
in which the Turks covered the Russian cavalry with shell, while 
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the Eiissian guns (l-pdrs.), even witli their greatest elevation^ 
could not reach the Turkish battery, the distance being some- 
thing over 4,000 yards. During the fight of the 31st near Aidinli, 
one wel-aiHied shell killed and wounded 12 hussars and 10 horses. 
But the Eussian inferiority in armament (as well as in numbers) 
was more than counterbalanced by the skill and energy with 
which their squadrons were handled. 
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OPEBATIONS OP THE EIGHT TVING UNDER LIEIJTEHAHT-aEKEEAD 
BABON KEUDENEE. 

(See Plate 8.) 

As previously stated, the IX. Corps crossed the Damibe by the 
Sistova bridge on the 10th of July, and immediately moved east- 
ward toward Nikopolis. Two of the Cavalry regiments (9th 
Hussars and 9th Dragoons) belonging to this Corps had been 
taken to form part of Gourko’s detachment. To replace them, 
the brigade of Caucasian Cossacks (12 squadi'ons), which origi- 
nally had also been detailed to Gourko’s detachment, was relieved 
from him and ordered to report to Krudener. One of his infan- 
try regiments (Xo. 124) was left near Sistova, and another (Xo. 19) 
was sent forward toward Bulgareni, on the high-road (Eust- 
cliuk-Plevna-Sophia). With the rest of Ms corps Kriidener ad- 
vanced along the direct road to Xikopolis. He arrived in front 
of the Turkish positions on the 13th, reconnoitred and made Ms 
dispositions on the 14th, attacked and carried the field works on 
the 15th, and on the 16th the fortress capitulated. 

Xikopolis is a town of some 8,000 or 10,000 inhabitants. Its 
fortifications consisted of an old masonry fortress situated on a 
bluff overhanging the river, much out of repair and completely 
commanded by the hills in rear ; the greater part of the town lies 
outside of this fortress. Behind the town is a plateau, about TOO 
feet, above the river, and from 3 to 8 miles in width, between 
the OsmaEiver on the west of it and the marshes, of the Danube 
on the east ; deep wooded ravines descend abruptly' from: this 
plateau to the marshy valleys on either side. About 3 miles west 
of the Osma Eiver is the Yid Eiver, and between the two is a roll- 
ing country, the top of wMch is about 600, feet .above the Danube, 
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leveL While the Enssians had been demonstrating in front of 
Nikopolis previous to their passage of the river at Sistovaj the 
Turks had placed several batteries in position for firing across 
the river and had also lined the Danube bank, as well as the bluffs 
of the Osma and the Ermenli ravine, with rifle-pits ; but after the 
passage of the Danube they hastily began the construction of some 
work to defend the place in the rear (south). At the time of 
Kriidener’s arrival these works consisted of five redoubts— two 
of them west of the town on the plateau between the Niko- 
polis ravine and the Osma, one just south of the town, and two 
east of it near the Danube — and of three batteries in the form of 
lunettes on the south and southwest of the town, the most 
advanced being near the village of Voubla ; in front of these bat» 
teries were lines of rifle-pits. In these works there were about 
ten field guns; and there were several siege guns in batteries 
facing the river. The Turkish forces consisted in all of 10,000 
to 12,000 men, the greater part of which were posted in the 
works just described, and the rest, 3,000 or 4,000 men, were placed 
on the hills between the Osma and the Yid, in an intrenched po- 
sition extending from the village of Gradesti to Missilyeou. 

Kriidener divided his force for the attack into two portions, 
one of which, under his own orders, was to advance between the 
Osma and the Ermenli ravine directly against the Turkish works 
south of the town; and the other, under Lieutenant-General 
Schilder-Bchuldner, commanding 5th Division, was to move 
down the left bank of the Osma, assault the heights between 
that river and the Yid, cut off the Turks from Eahova and 
Plevna, drive them into Eikopolis, and then take the main po- 
sitions in flank. 

The troops were posted as follows at 3 a. m. July 15th : 

In the center^ from Youbla to the Ermenli ravine, 5 batteries 
of 9-pdrs., supported by the 121st Eegiment on their right and 
the 20th on their left; behind the center of this line was a 
reserve composed of the 122d Eegiment, 3 batteries and 2 sot- 
^nias.;," 

3 sotnias of the 9th Don Cossacks observed 
the country between Ermenli and the Danube. 

On the left^ Schilder-Schuldner’s column, composed of the 
ll'th and 18th Eegiments, 3 batteries, the 9th Lancers, and the 
Caucasian , Brigade of Cossacks, was posted in the valley of the 
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Osina near tlie village of Debo ; communication ' between tliem 
and tlie main body was kept up by the 123d' Eegiment^ wHcb 
was in tlie ravine of Slatina, 

At 4 A. M. the batteries near Voubla opened fire, and about 
the same time ScMlder-Schuldner began to advance along the 
valley of the Osma against the heights on its left bank, having 
on his right the 18th Eegiment, which was to attack these 
heights forming the right flank of the Turkish position, while the 
17th Eegiment and the 9th Lancers were to incline to the left 
toward Grad<^ti, and thus turn the Turldsh right flank— the 
whole attack being based on the idea of driving the Turks into 
their fortress and then compelling its surrender. The Caucasian 
Brigade was to cover the left and rear from any reenforcements 
which might arrive from Eahova or Plevna. At 7 A. m. the 
18th Eegiment arrived in front of the Turkish heights, and the 
artillery which accompanied it (one battery) opened fire, to which 
the Turks replied energetically; not long afterward the regiment 
moved forw\ard to the assault, and after a struggle gained pos- 
session of the heights, driving the Turks back across the Osma 
toward Nikopolis. Seeing this, the 123d Eegiment moved for- 
ward toward the Osma, seized the bridge at Missilyeou, sent one 
battalion across to harass the Turks in retreat, and with the 
other two battalions moved forward along the road in the valley 
of the Osma toward the second bridge (at Djournevo). The 
Turks retreated in good order, delaying the advance of the Eus- 
sians as much as possible, crossed the Djournevo bridge, and 
retired to the heights on the right bank of the Osma, between 
it and the Nikopolis ravine. Two battalions of the 18th Eegi- 
nient then crossed to the right bank (as also the battalion of the 
123d Eegiment), and joined the 123d Eegiment. These five 
battalions then began to climb the heights north of Djournevo 
under a hot fire from the Turks. (See Plate 10.) Seeing them 
appear and reform on the top of these heights, and .having 
learned of their success on the left bank of the Osma, Kriideiier, 
then (about 2 p. m.) gave the order for the 20th Eegiment and the 
five batteries on its right to advance — ^two battalions against the 
battery nearest Voubla, and one battalion toward the ■ principal 
redoubt (No. 3) east of the Nikopolis ravine. The battery was 
carried,. though with heavy loss, about 4 p. m., the Turks losing one 
gun, but retiring with the other two to battery 5.” But the 
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battalion advancing against tbe redoubt was repulsed; tbe 122d 
Eegiment was brougM up to its support, but a second assault was 
repulsed; a part of the 121st Eegiment was then brought up, 
and a third assault about 6 p. m, was successful, and the redoubt 
was carried. The 20th and 122d Eegiments then advanced along 
the east side of the ravine in which the town is situated, and 
arrived in front of the walls of the fortress. 

Meanwhile the 18th and 123d Eegiments continued to 
advance along the Eahova road on the heights east of the Osma, 
and toward evening came in front of a large redoubt (marked 
No. 2 on the map) forming the principal defense from the direc- 
tion of the west. The Turks sortied from the redoubt against 
their left flank, but were repulsed. Soon afterward the 17th 
Eegiment and the remaining battalion of the 18th, which had 
followed the valley of the Osma through the village of Tcher- 
kovitza, scaled the heights behind that village and opened fire 
on Eedouht No. 1, near the river. Darkness soon pnt an end 
to the fighting. During the night a portion of the Turkish 
troops tried to break through the Caucasian Brigade and escape 
toward Plevna, but they were repulsed. 

The results of the day were therefore the capture of two of 
the three principal positions of the Turks on the hills outside 
the fortress, and the investment of the place. Preparations 
were made for an open assault the next morning, supported by 
the 9-pdr. field batteries on the heights overlooking the town, 
and also by the siege batteries on the opposite bank of the Dan- 
ube, which had kept up a very lively bombardment throughout 
the previous day. The troops began to move forward at 4 a. m., 
but immediately afterward the Turks hoisted a white flag, and 
during the morning concluded negotiations for an unconditional 
surrender. 

The Turkish losses are not known ; 7,000 men, including 
300 wounded, surrendered as prisoners of war, and the Eussian 
trophies included 6 flags, 110 guns, over 10,000 small arms, 2 
monitors, and a great quantity of ammunition and supplies. 

The Eussian losses were : ' ; ■ 


Killed...., ................... 

Officers. 

9 , 

Men. 

273 

921 

84 

Wounded .............. . . ..... 

Missing ....... ............ 


Total. ...... .. .... , , . .. 


1,278 
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‘While these' operations had been going on about MkopoliSj 
Osman Pasha, with an army of 40,000 men of the best troops 
in' Tnrtey — those that had defeated the Servians in their cam- 
paign of 18T6 — ^was on the march from Widdin toward the east; 
and a force of perhaps 10,000 or 12,000 men had left Sophia 
and was advancing by the high-road which leads through Plevna 
(a portion of it having been sent to Lovtcha). The exact date 
when Osman left Widdin is not known; the order was given 
by the Ooinmander-in-Ohief, Abdnl-Kerim Pasha, and probably 
just after the Russians had effected the crossing of the Danube, 
The head of Osman’s column was first heard of on the 17th of 
July, when the pickets of the Caucasian Brigade posted along 
the Vid reported that a strong force coming from the west was 
marching on the road to Plevna ; but neither at the Grand Duke’s 
Headquarters (then at Timova) nor at General Kriidener’s does 
much importance appear to have been attached to this report. 
The Grand Duke simply telegraphed an order to Kriidener to 
occupy Plevna as promptly as possible.” Kriidener had in 
fact learned from prisoners even iefore the capture of Nikopolis 
that reeiiforcements were expected from the direction of Eahova 
and Plevna, but he put little confidence in the report ; for other- 
wise he would immediately after the capture of KikopoHs (July 
16th) have ordered the Caucasian Brigade, and if possible one 
other regiment of cavalry, to advance to Plevna (which is only 
20 miles south of Nikopolis) and find out what force was there. 
But instead of this the Caucasian Brigade remained the 16th 
and 17th on the Tid, and on the 18th was sent off on the left 
flank to Bulgareni, where the road from Sistova to Plevna comes 
into the high-road from Eustchuk. In short, Osman Pasha 
with a large army arrived upon the flank of the Russians with- 
out their, knowing anything about it. There has been much 
controversy as to who was responsible for this ignorance, ^ but 
no satisfactory solution has ever been made public. 

On the 18th of July, as just stated, the G-rand Duke directed 
Krudener to occupy Plevna ; and immediately Krudener ordered 
Lieutenant-General Schilder-Schuldner, with ■ the 1st Brigade 
5th Division (17th and 18tli Regiments), four batteries,, and the 
9th Don Cossacks, to proceed by Bryslan to Plevna and occupy 
that town; , and he placed under his orders to assist him— 1, the 
19th Regiment, which with one battery and two sotnias was 
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already on the high-road from Enstchuk to Plevna (one battal- 
ion with the baggage at Bulgareni and the rest at Poradim) ; 2, 
the Caucasian Brigade of Cossacks and its mounted battery^ 
which were also at Bulgareni 

Schilder-Schuldner moved out the same day, and bivouacked 
about 10 miles from Nikopolis, sending word to the 19th Eegi- 
ment to move forward to Zgalevitza, and the Caucasian Brigade 
to Tutchenitza (see map No. 8). On the 19th he continued his 
march, and about 2 p. m. arrived on the heights south of Yer- 
bitza, and was halted by the Turkish artillery from the heights 
of Grivitza. ScMlder-Sohuldner had %o camlry at all with his 
main column^ and, so to speak, stumbled on the Turks. The 
9th Don Cossacks were marching by a road about 5 miles to his 
right, and at this time (2 p. m. July 19th) were quietly cooking 
their soup in their bivouac at Kiben, 8 miles to the right and 
rear of Schilder-Schuldner. When they heard the noise of the 
latter’s guns they emptied their kettles, mounted, and rode for- 
ward at a trot toward Plevna. On the Bukova heights, about 
2|- miles north of Plevna, they came upon a detachment of ^ 

Turkish infantry, with whom they skirmished till nightfall. 

On the other flank, the 19th Eegiment had advanced as ordered 
to Zgalevitza and bivouacked there, sending meanwhile two sot- 
nias of Cossacks in reconnaissance as far as Grivitza, where they 
were met and driven back by the Turks. The Caucasian Brigade 
had marched to Tutchenitza without finding any enemy. On 
the night of July 19th, therefore, the little force of Schilder- 
Schuldner (9 battalions, 16 squadrons — 6,500 men — and 46 guns) 
was distributed over a distance of 17' miles, as follows: Near 
Bukova, 9th Don Cossacks ; two miles southwest of Verbitza, 

ITth and 18th Eegiments and 4 batteries; at Zgalevitza, 19th 
Eegiment, 1 battery, and 2 sotnias; at Tutchenitza, Caucasian 
Brigade and 1 horse battery. 

The first portion of Osman’s army had arrived a few days 
previously (the exact day is not known), and up to the present 
time ' they had constructed ' some trenches near Bukova, on the 
site of the Grivitza redoubt which subsequently became so 
famous, and on the hills just east and south of the high-road 
and commanding the approach by the latter. 

' ^ ■ Schilder-Schuldner ordered an attack on all sides at daylight 
the next morning (July 20th). But already at 4 A. m. the Turks 
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eame out of Plevna to attack tke Don Cossacks on tlie extreme 
riglit near Bukova, Two companies, of the three which formed 
the guard of the baggage behind Verbitza, and a battery were 
sent to the aid of the Cossacks, and thus reenforced they held 
their ground until ordered to retreat about noon. 

About 4.80 A. M. the other three batteries were brought into 
position opposite the Grivitza ridge and about 2,500 yards north 
of the intrencliments, and opened fire ; the 17th Eegiment was 
placed with one battalion on the left, and two battalions on the 
right of the batteries, in two lines of company columns ; on 
their right the 18th Eegiment in two lines of company columns. 
After an hour’s cannonade, at 5.30 a, m. the troops moved for- 
ward, crossed the ravine, and assaulted the Grivitza heights. 
The western extremity of the trenches was carried, and the 18th 
Eegiment and a few companies of the 17th followed the Turks 
down the south side of the heights to the very outskirts of 
Plevna, where they were brought to a halt by a very hot fire 
from behind the hedges and ditches on the edge of the town. 
This was at 7 a. m., and they remained here till 11.20, when 
they received the order to retreat. Meanwhile the rest of the 
17th Eegiment and all the artillery were two miles behind them 
on their left rear, making unsuccessful efforts to get possession 
of the main Grivitza position. 

On the other flank the 19th Eegiment had received at 3 a. m. 
its orders for the attack, and by 5 a. m. had reached Grivitza ; 
here it brought its battery into action against the trenches south 
of the chaussee, and after a short cannonade moved forward to 
the assault in columns of companies ; it carried the first two lines 
of trenches without much difficulty, had a hard struggle for the 
third, but finally carried it, and followed the Turks to the edge 
of the town (on the east side), where they were brought to a 
stand-still by the heavy fire from the gardens and buildings ; 
this was at 9 A. M. 

The Caucasian Brigade had moved from Tutchenitza to Eadis- 
ehevo, and thence ■ on. to .the. heights in front of : that .village. 
Here . it opened fire with its. little battery on the right flank . of 
the Turks who we,re opposed to the 19th Eegiment ; but 'finding 
its guns did not carry half of the distance, .it limbered up and 
moved,, over toward the 19tli Eegiment, which it joined vhen, 
the. latter was already in retreat.’ 
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At 9 A. M., tlierefore, the Knssian right and left flanks had 
carried everything before them and reached Plevna itself from 
the north and from the east ; their center had failed to carry the 
main Grivitza position ; the two flanks were not in sight and 
not in communication except by a detour of abont seven miles. 
Then the Turks formed their troops in the town and sallied 
forth in great numbers on both sides; the Eussians were driven 
back with great loss, their right flank covered by the 9th Don 
Cossacks to Bryslan, their left covered by the Caucasian Brigade 
to Zgalevitza. The Turks pursued them only to their lines of 
trenches, and the fighting was all over by 5 in the afternoon. 
The Eussians preserved their traditional firmness and did not 
take a panic, but they left on the fiield a great part of their dead 
and wounded, as well as VI caissons, and all the baggage of the 
19th Eegimeiit. Their losses were: 22 officers killed and 52 
wounded, and 2,771 men Idlled and wounded. Nearly two 
thirds of the officers and over one third of the men were there- 
fore hors de combat} of the three Colonels commanding regi- 
ments, two were killed; the General commanding the 1st Brig- 
ade 5th Division was wounded; of the six field officers present 
with the 19th Eegiment, two were killed and two wounded. 
The Eussians credit the Turks with a loss of 4,000 men in kiled 
and wounded, but this is a mere estimate, and there is no reason 
to suppose that their loss was any greater than that of the Eus- 
sians. 

The almost criminal faults of this battle on the part of the 
Eussian commander are so apparent that they hardly need to 
be pointed out, "Without having learned anything about the 
strength or position of the enemy, and without any reserves 
whatever of his own, his troops were led blindly to the assault 
in company columns, along two lines which had no communica- 
tion with each other, and against an enemy which, as the official 
report says, was subsequently discovered to be more than four 
times their own strength I To crown all, the ammunition parks 
of the left wing had been left back' at Bulgareni, 18' miles m. 
rear: of the field, and both the artillery and infantry ran short of: 
cartridges "during the retreat. ' 

: Immediately after this , defeat Kriidener was ordered' to 

biing 'the 19th Eegimont, which had been so roughly ' 'handled, 
to Nikopolis, and leave it there together with some Eoumanian 



'% SEOOOT) BATTLE AT PLEVFA. 


193 


troops that had just crossed the riTcr as a garrison, and to pro* 
ceed at once with the rest of the IX. Corps to the vicinity of 
Plevna and tahe ' command of all the troops there.; and to 
strengthen his command, a detachment was sent to him under 
the orders of Lieutenant-General Prince Shakofskoi, consisting 
of the 1st Brigade 32d Division (XL Corps) the 1st Brigade 11th 
Cavalry Division from Tirnova, and the 30th Division (IV. 
Corps), which had just crossed the Danube. These troops were 
all on the ground hy the 25th of July, 

The Turks meanwhile were working with the utmost dili- 
gence upon their fortifications, confident that they would be 
again attacked in the course of a few days. They strengthened 
"the Grivitxa redoubt and the lines between it and Bukova, and 
began the construction of the group of redoubts just east of the 
town. By the 30th of July the Grivitea redoubt and four of 
those of the ‘^middle group” were more or less completed. 
(See map of Plevna, Plate 12.) 

Between the Lovteha high-road and the Vid there were no 
fortifications at this date. Osman’s army on the 30th num- 
bered about 40,000 men. 

Kriidener reconnoitred carefully the ground in his front, 
and, on account of the natural strength of the position and the 
force of the enemy (who was receiving reenforcenients every 
day), he hesitated to assume the responsibility of an assault of 
which the issue was doubtful. ■ He therefore telegraphed to the 
Grand Duke, whose Headquarters were at Tirnova, 80 miles 
off, asking for instructions. The Grand Duke telegraphed 
somewhat sharply in reply, on the 28th, that he could not un- 
derstand his hesitation in attacking as he had been previously 
ordered to do. Kriidener immediately gave orders for the as- 
sault, which was to take place on the 30th. On the 29th Ms 
troops stood as follows (see Plate 8): 

' 9th Lancers and 9th Don Cossacks, with one horse battery 
(10 squadrons and 6 gnus), at ' Bryslan; 

,3,1st Infantry Division, less 124th Eegiment and , 1 , battery 
(9 battalions and 40 guns), at Koioulovtsy ; 

, 6th Infantry Division, less 19th Eegiment and 1 battery . (9. 
battalions and 40 guns), at Tristenik ; ; 

2d Brigade 30th Division, with 3 batteries (6 battalions and 
24,,guns), at.Karagateh ; . 

' 13 . 
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1st Brigade SOtii Division, 1st Brigade 32d Division, 1st Bri- 
gade 11th Cavalry Division, 6 foot batteries and 1 horse battery 
(12 battalions, 8 squadrons, and 54 guns), at Poradim ; 

Caucasian Brigade, with 2 horse batteries (12 squadrons and 
12 guns), at Bogot. 

Total, 36 battalions, 30 squadrons, and 176 guns (80 9-pdrs,, 
72 4rpdrs., 18 horse 4-pdrs., 6 mountain guns)— say 30,000 men 
in all, the losses at Nikopolis and at Plevna on July 20th not 
yet having been replaced. 

The line from Bryslan through Tristenik to Poradim was 
about 15 miles long, and formed an arc of a circle whose radius 
was about 10 miles, and whose center was at Plevna. From 
Poradim to Bogot the distance is about 11 miles. 

Kriidener^s orders for the 30th were as follows : 

1. Cavalry on extreme right, under Major-General Xosh- 
kareff, to move forward at 6 a. m., observe the enemy, and pro- 
tect the right flank. 

2. Eight flank (31st and 5th Divisions), under Lieutenant- 
General Wilhelminof,to attack the position north of the high- 
road (Grivitza redoubt) with the 31st Division followed by the 
5th Division in reserve. 

3. Left flank (1st Brigade 30th Division and 1st Brigade 32d 
Division), under Lieutenant-General Prince Shakofskoi, to leave 
Poradim at 5 a. m. and attack the position between Radisclievo 
and Grivitza. 

4. Cavalry on extreme left, under Major-General Skobeleff 
II., to leave Bogot at 5 a. m. and take position on the Lovtcha 
high-road near Itrishin, and prevent any reenforcements from 
arriving from Lovtcha. 

5. Principal reserve’(2d Brigade 30th Division), under direct 
orders of the Commanding General (Eriidener), to be under 
arms at Karagatch, 

6. The two regiments of cavalry (11th Dragoons and 11th 
Lancers) were distributed as follows: 4 squadrons to keep up 
' communication between- the right and left flanks, and4 squad- 
• rons in the general reserve. 

The key of the position was the Grivitza redoubt, which 
commanded all the others, and against this the largest force was 
directed (18 battalions and 80 guns); the two flanks were so 
widely separated that there was no chance that they could lend 
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eacli otlier any aid. , Eriidener’s headquarters were to be on the 
left of the right wing, on the heights about 1| mile east of Orb 
vitm. (See Plate 12.) 

The troops were under way by 7 o’clock in the inorning. 
The right wing advanced in two lines — the first line consisting 
of 6 battalions and 24: guns, the second of 3 battalions and 10 
guns, followed by the 9 battalions and 40 guns of the 5th Divi- 
sion as a reserve, ^vhich came into position at 10 o’clock. Soon 
after 8 o’clock the first line came in range of the Turks, who 
opened fire. It halted and brought its batteries into position 
about 3,000 yards east of the Grivitza redoubt. The artillery 
duel opened about 8:30 a. m. and continued without interruption 
until 2:30 n, m., the infantry meanwhile not firing a shot. 

The left wing marched from Zgalevitza to Eadischevo with- 
out finding any enemy, and thence to the heights in front of that 
village, from which the middle group ” of redoubts is in easy 
range (1,500 to 2,500 yards). These heights were occupied by 
the Ist Brigade 32d Division, and 28 guns, and an artillery fight 
was begun which also lasted till 2:30 p. m. The results of this 
cannonade were about equal : two small Turkish batteries were 
silenced, and three Eussian guns dismounted, causing the whole 
battery to be withdrawn and replaced. 

At half past t^wo the infantry began to advance on both 
flanks. The right wing was divided into two columns for the 
assault, one from the north and one from the east. The first 
column consisted of the 121st Eegiment (Penza) and the 2d and 
3d Battalions of the 123d (Kozloff), and was follow^ed by the 
17tli and 18tli Eegiments as a reserve ; the other column, of the 
1st Battalion 123d and the 122d (Tamboff) Eegiments, with the 
20th Eegiment (Galitz) in reserve. The 1st Battalion of the Penza 
Eegiment, which had the lead, caiTied the first line of trenches, 
situated about 1,000 yards northeast of the redoubt, but was 
cheeked by the second line just behind it. This, however, was 
carried by the 2d Battalion, and they drove the Turks across the 
little ravine and began approaching the redoubt itself ; three com- 
panies, led by the Major Commanding the 2d Battalion, then 
rushed for the redoubt, and actually reached the parapet, where 
the Major was cut down and most of his followers also perished. 
The rest of this regiment (Penza) tried to advaneein face of the 
terrible fire, but failed, and it fell back to the ravine ; in a few 



196 


THE OAMPAiaK m BULGAEIA. # 


miaiites it liad lost more tlian a third of its men and half its ofB- 
cers (29 officers' and I5OO6 men). The Eegiment of Kozloff then 
moved forward to the assault; as beforej a few men reached the 
redoubt and met their death there, but the rest of them, did not 
reach it. While they were still enga-ged, the 17th and 18th Eegi- 
ments arrived somewhat on their right, but they were equally 
nnsnecessM in their efforts to get into the redoubt. The fire 
wffiich the Turks kept up from the redoubt and the trenches on 
either side of it' was veiy severe. 

Meanwhile the other column (Eegiment of Tamboff and 1 
Battalion of Kozloff) had moved forward across the ravines jnst 
north of the village of Grivitza, with the Eegiment of Galitz on 
its left. The Tamboff Eegiment got no farther than a little 
mound about 400 yards southeast of the redoubt; the Galitz 
Eegiment was stopped abreast of the Tamboff by the fire from 
the trenches on the slope south of the redoubt. The two regi- 
ments remained in place and kept up a lively fusillade. 

It had now come to be about 6 o’clock. Of the general re- 
serve, one regiment had been sent to Shakofskoi, and the other 
was available. One battalion of this latter (Ho. 120) was then 
sent, with a squadron of Dragoons and two horse guns, to the 
right, where the 17th and 18th Eeginients were being pressed 
back. With the aid of these fresh troops they managed to hold 
on a little longer, Finahy, at sunset, Kriidener gave orders for 
another assault from all sides ; it was made with desperation (a 
general officer being killed within 100 paces of the redoubt), but 
without success. Then Kriidener gave the order to retire, cov- 
ering his retreat by the two remaining battalions of the 120th 
Eegiment, by the 20th, which had till then lost comparatively 
little, and by the 124th, which arrived from Sistova during the 
evening. The firing continued all night, during which the 
troops were gradually withdi*awn ; it was daylight before the 
last of them retired. At 11 a. m. (July 31) they were all assem- 
bled at Tristenik and Kargatch, and took up position there 
to receive the enemy if he advanced, which however lie. .did 
not do. 

The attack of the right wing had been a total failure. 

On the left wing, at half past two the two regiments of the 
32d Division (Hos..l25 .and 126). began descending, the' Eadis- 
chevo ridge ; aS' they came out of the brush at the bottom of . .the 
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ravine. and began climbing the opposite slope, they were re- 
ceived by, a murderous fire from the two redoubts marked Nos. 
1 .and 8 on the accompairfmg map, and from several lines of. 
trenches in front of them. But, in spite of terrible losses, these 
two regiments kept pressing on, and carried one after another of 
the lines of trenches, and by 5 o’clock had gained possession of 
the two redoubts* From No. 1 the Turks withdrew^ 10 pieces, 
■leaving 3 in the hands of the Eussians; from No. 8 they suc- 
ceeded in withdrawing all their artilleiy. 

At 5 o’clock, therefore, Shakofskoi had gained possession 
of the two most southerly redoubts of the ‘^middle group” (the 
other two remaining still in the hands of the Turks), his left 
flank had penetrated by a ravine to the edge of the town on the 
southeast, and his right flank was in Kedoubt No. 1. Of the 
trooj)s forming his second line (1st Brigade SOth Division), one 
regiment (No. 118) had already been brought into action (one 
battalion on the left flank and the other two on the right), so 
that he now had but one regiment in reserve ; of his aifillery, 
8 guns had been advanced to the knoll on which was subse- 
quently built Eedoubt No. 10, and 16 guns to a position on the 
right of Eedoubt No. 1. Four guns were witli Skobeleff, 3 
were disabled, and the remaining 21 were kept in reserve. 

It now became a question whether Shakofskoi could hold 
the ground he had taken. His right flank, in Eedoubt No. l, 
was separated from Krlidener’s troops in front of the Grivitza 
redoubt by a distance of about two miles in a straight line, and 
as the Turks occupied the. intervening space, at least five miles 
as the troops must march. All hope of mutual support between 
the two wings was therefore out of the question. The Turks 
meanwhile were massing a large force in this interval, and pre- 
paring to advance beyond Shakofskoi’s right (his line of battle 
faced nearly north) against his line ,of retreat. .At the. same 
time, 5 F. Shakofskoi received word from Krudener that, of 
the two .regiments forming the general reserve, one (No. 119) 
w.as already on the road to him, while the other (No. 120) had 
been, directed toward his own (Krudeneris) position. ■ This regi- 
. inent (No. 119) never reached Shakofskofs position, for the: fol- 
lowing reason. : On the march between Orivitza and Eadischevo 
it 'passed about ,1,500 yards in front of the .column of Turks 
which was already advancing through thiS' interval. Seeing the 
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danger wMcli menaced Sliakofskoi’s right and rear if this col- 
umn continued its advance, the officer conducting this regiment, 
a captain on the staff at Krlidener^sdieadquarters, who was fa- 
miliar with the plan of battle, took the responsibility of halting 
the regiment and bringing it into action by the right flank 
against the advancing Turks. This partly filled up the wide 
interval separating the two wings, and, in conjunction with the 
firing from the troops near Eedoubt hTo. 1, checked the Turkish 
advance. 

The troops in the ravine near the town (Shakofskoi’s left) 
were meanwhile very hard pressed by fresh Turkish reserves 
issuing from the town ; to sustain them Sliakofskoi sent in suc- 
cession two battalions of the 117th, his only fresh regiment. 
By 6 okdoek, therefore, every man was engaged, and all hopes 
of a farther advance were abandoned; and, as their present 
position was surrounded by the Turks on three sides, it was 
only a question of holding their ground until dark and then 
withdrawing back to the Eadischevo ridge, which was done in 
good order.. The next morning the troops were marched back 
to Poradini. 

Meanwhile, it will be remembered, there was a small force 
on the extreme left, under the orders of Major-General Skobe- 
leff II. It was hotly engaged dnring the whole day, and, al- 
though small in numbers, was handled with such skill as to 
establish beyond doubt the military genius of this brilliant young 
general. His operations were in brief as follows : With the 
Caucasian Brigade (12 sotnias and 12 small guns), reenforced hy 
one battalion of the 125th Eegiment, he left Bogot at 5 a. m. 
and moved out to the Lovtcha chaussee, and thence up to the 
village of Iirishin. His orders were to prevent any reenforce- 
ments from arriving from Lovtcha, and in general to cover the 
left fiank of the Eussians ; in case the Turks retreated, to cross 
the Tid and strike them in flank. At this date, the Turks had 
not yet built any fortifications between the Lovtcha road and 
the Vid. Arrived at Krishin, he left there the buUc - of ■ Hs 
.force in a central position, and, taking 2 sotnias and 4' guns, rode' 
forward to the heights about 300 yards southwest .nf :the town 
of ;Blevna. From this point he had' a complete view of the 
whole , Turldsh position, and noticed that besides the troops in 
the Tedoiibts the Turks had an imm.ense camp of at least 20,000 
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men in tlie yalley jnst north of Plevna, and a considerable force 
of cayalry behind them in the direction of the bridge over the 
¥id. When Shakofskoi’s gims opened fire about 10 a. m. on 
the Eadischevo ridge, Skobeleff also opened fire with his four 
pieces, and thus diverted about 4,000 Turkish infantry against 
himself. The Turks made a resolute attack, and Skobeleff with 
his handful of Cossacks fell back to his main force at Krishin. 
In this little reconnaissance Skobeleff had taken in af once the 
whole position of the Turks, and he saw that if they simply 
moved out about two miles from Plevna on the Lovtelia road, 
they conld occupy a hill (the second knoll of the Green Hills,” 
on which Turkish Eedoubt No. 20 was afterward built), from 
which at 2,500 yards’ range they conld enfilade the whole of 
Shakofskoi’s line and take him in reverse as lie advanced ; 
Shakofskoi could do nothing against this position, as it was sep- 
arated from his o wn by a rocky ravine with perpendicular bluffs. 
It was of vital consecpienee to keep the Tnrks away from this 
hill ; and as the best means to aecomjilish this result, Skobeleff 
determined to attach emrgetically with his little detachment. 
But in order to carry out his instructions about covering the 
left flank of the whole force, he sent one little detachment of 
Cossacks to find a ford over the Vid, posted a sotnia between 
them and Krisliin, another sotnia between Krishiii and Sha- 
kofskor’s position to keep np communication, several strong 
pickets in the direction of Lovtcha, and finally on the lull near 
Krisliin 3 sotnias and 12 guns. This left him 4 sotiiias, and 
the battalion of infantry with 4 guns; with these Skobeleff 
moved forward directly against the troops who had attacked 
him, and wdio remained on the height just southwest of the 
town. With them Skobeleff kept up a desperate fight all day 
and into the night. Until four o’clock he kept 3 companies^ 
and 2 sotnias in reserve, leaving the other 2 companies, 2 sot- 
nias (dismoimted), and .4 guns to do the fighting; then, just as 
his men were beginning to give way, he sent in the other 3 
companies.; and thus he managed to keep up the fight until 
dark, and also to remove aH his wounded.. After dark, covered 
by the remaining 2 .sotnias, he made good his retreat to Kri- 
shin, and reassembled there- the whole of his little force, or 
what was left of .it, for the infantry had lost over 50 per ceiitj 
.But Skobeleff had gained his object, and had kept the Tniis 
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away from tHs MU, from wMch, if tliey had occupied it, they 
would haveuut ShakofskoPs troops to pieces. During the night 
Skoheleff received orders to return to Bogot and thence to Pe- 
lishat. ■ 

Thus ended in complete failure the battle of July 30th, the 
second of the series of assaults upon Plevna. 

The Eussian loss, out of 30,000 men engaged, was 169 offi- 
cers and 7,136 men. Of this number, 2,100 men had been 
killed and were left upon the field. The regiments which 
suffered the most were the 121st in Kriidener’s Ooi*ps, and the 
126th in Shakofskofs. These two regiments had led the as- 
saults ; the latter lost 725 killed ! besides some 1,200 or more 
wounded — a total loss of about 75 per cent, of its strength. 

The Turkish loss, as usual, is not accurately known, but it 
was estimated at between 5,000 and 6,000 men. 

On recehdng the news of this defeat, the Grand Dnke 
hastened from Tirnova to Karagatch, and on the 2d of July 
inspected the troops in the positions which they occupied from 
Tristenik to Poradim ; they were in good spirits notwithstand- 
ing their recent rough handling. The trait which more than 
any other distinguishes the Eussian soldier is his steadiness and 
solidity ; he never has taken a panic, and, though he was terribly 
defeated, there was none now. Some of the wounded carried 
exaggerated tales to Sistova, and a grand stampede took place 
among the inhabitants and camp-followers on both sides of the 
bridge. But there was nothing of this kind among the troops. 
Had Osman followed them, he would probably have met a very 
stubborn opposition ; the positions about Tristenik and Poradim 
are favorable to the defense, and the 16th Division, which, had 
just crossed the Danube, was within one day’s march, besides 
the rest of the' XI. Corps, which might have been brought 
from Tirnova (three days’ march) if necessary. It would appear 
at first sight as, if Osman made a great mistake in not pursuing 
the force which he had so signally defeated, especially as he 
probably had a considerable force of fresh troops wMeli had not 
been engaged at all, and as the' Eussians^' had. retreated in two 
columns on divergent country roads totally independent of each, 
other, leaving the great high-road midway between them per- 
fectly open. Yet it is a fact that every offensive movement of 
the Turks throughout thewar' came to naught, and it .is more 
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than probable that Osman dii exactly the wisest thing ; lie felt 
sure that the Enssians would come at him again as soon as they 
got a few more men together, and he therefore kept his troops 
on their own ground, and set them to work as hard as they 
could with their spades* 

The failure of the Enssians on this day gave rise to much 
hard feeling and recrimination. Shakofskoi complained that 
Kriidener had not supported him, while Xriidener complained 
that Shakofskoi had not obeyed his orders, which were to ad- 
vance to the hdl midway between Eadischevo and Grivitza, and 
due east of Plevna, and open fire with his artillery, but not to 
assanlt without further orders. Kriidener was the senior officer 
present, but Shakofskoi was also a Corps Commander, though 
he had only one brigade of his Corps with him. Finally, the 
Grand Duke had given orders from a distance to attack a posi- 
tion of which he knew nothing, and against a partial remon- 
strance of the General (Kriidener) in local command. 

It is none of our business to follow these controversies or 
try to fix the responsibility of the failure. It is enough for us 
foreigners to notice the plain facts : 

1. That a strongly fortified position was attacked by an in- 
ferior force. 

2. That' the attack was made by two coliimns not in sup- 
porting distance, but wholly independent of each other. 

3. That against the Grivitza Eedonht the regiments were 
sent to the assault one after the other, not at the critical moment 
when the regiment already engaged was beginning to waver, 
but after it had been wholly driven hack. 

4. That the tactical formation of two lines of company 
columns was maintained long after the troops came under fire. 
This close formation partially accounts for the great, losses, 
about 25 per cent, of all the troops on the field. 

Tlie redeeming feature of the day was Skohelefi^s hrillianfc 
inancBuvres with a handful of troops on the left flank, whereby 
he saved Shakofskoi from being knocked to pieces. 


CHAPTEE IV, 


OEN'EEAL GOm>mOH OF AFFAIES AT THE BEOrnKmCr OF AUOUST, — 
BATTLE OF SHIPKA PASS, AUGIFST 21ST TO 26TH. — OPEKATIOIfS 
OH THE LOM IH AUGUST AHD SEPTEMBEE. 

(See Plate 11.) 

The decisive defeat at Plevna on tlie SOtli of July bronglit 
tlie Enssian advance to a standstill. The positions of the op- 
posing armies at that time v^ere as follows : The Enssians occu- 
pied a figure nearly elliptical in shape, and extending from 
ilikopolis, through Poradim, Selvi, Gahrova, Shipka, Elena, 
Cesarevo, Katselevo, and the line of the Loin, to the Danube 
near Enstclmk ; from Sistova to the Shipka Pass, i. e., along 
the major axis of the ellipse, the distance, following the high- 
road through Tirnova, is about 80 miles; from Poradim to 
Katselevo, the minor axis, the distance is about 90 miles by the 
road. The sk Corps (IV., VIII, IX., XI., XII., and XIII.) 
occupying this space had lost about 15,000 men in killed and 
wounded since the beginning of the campaign. Their total 
strength was therefore probably about 120,000 infantry, 12,000 
cavahy, and 648 guns of all kinds. There was also Zimmer- 
maiin^s detachment off in the Dobrudja, numbering about 25,- 
000 men (XIV, and part of VII. Corps), but this was necessarily 
limited to the defensive role of covering the communications of 
the army from any attack' from the Dobrudja, and it could not 
be of any assistance, to an offensive movement. 

The Turks were on the exterior, of this ellipse, and occupied 
in force three points (Plevna, Teni-Zagi’a, and Easgrad) situated 
nearly at the angles of an equilateral triangle whose sides are 
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from 70 to 90 miles long. Osman commanded at Plevna witli 
50,000 men, Snleiinan at Yeni-Zagra with 4 O 3 OOO, Melieiiiet AH 
at Easgrad with 65,000. They also Had strong detacHmeiits at 
Lovtclia and at Osman Bazar, as well as in the Quadrilateral 
fortresses. Tlieir total force in the field numbered about 195,- 
000 men of all arms. 

Two feasible plans were therefore open to the Enssian Oom- 
mandeiMii-Cliief ; 

1 . To leave small detachments at SMpha and on the Tirnova- 
Sliiimla and Biela-Easgrad roads, and then transfer the TUI., 
XI., and XIII, Corps with the ntmost rapidity to Plevna, and 
unite them with the IV. and IX. Corps already there, and over- 
whelm Osman ; then move his army rapidly to Tirnova or Biela, 
according to the movements of the Turks meantime, and attack 
the other Turkish detachment ; the 'united Enssian army was 
larger than any one of the widely scattered detachments around 
it, and it had the advantage of short interior Hues ; or 

2 . To leave the troops on the defensive in their present posi- 
tions, and cpiietly await the arrival of reenforcements from 
Eussia. 

All idea of carrying on the original plan of campaign with 
the troops actually in hand was out of the question ; for the 
two wdngs posted to cover the flanks — IV. and IX. Corps on the 
line of the Vid, XII., XIII., and XI. Corps on the Lorn — ^Iiad 
each an enemy numerically superior in their fronts, and there 
was nothing left to cross the Balkans with except the VIII. 
Corps, which was obviously not sufficient in strength. More- 
over, the right flank w^as, properly speaking, not covered at all ; 
for the two most important points along that line, Plevna and 
Lovtclia, were in the hands of the Turks and strongly occupied. 
The terrible error of underestimating the enemy and beginning 
the war wdth an inadequate force was apparent to every' one, 
and was freely acknowledged. The singular part of it' is, that, 
the same mistake was committed in 1828, and again in 1829.' 

To the first plan, independently of its military d,iffieulties 5 
requiring most active leadership and prompt moveiiients, and 
resulting if unsuccessful in a retreat across the Danube, there 
were also the gravest political objections. , If was a war which 
brought out the long pent-up hatreds engendered by difference 
of race, irrecoiicilable religions, and centuries of oppression , and 
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misrule on one side and sufiering on the other. The two classes 
of the population fled in turn before the approach of the oppos- 
ing armies, the Mohammedans before the Russians, the Bulga- 
rians before the Turks. Suleiman Pasha had already burned 
the large town of Eski-Zagi'a to the ground, and had begun in 
the valley of the Maritza a wholesale system of hanging at the 
street corners every Bulgarian who had assisted (as guide, etc.) 
Gourko’s troops during their stay south of the Balkans. As a 
result the Bulgarians, to the number of nearly 100,000 souls, 
were fleeing north over the Balkans. If the Russians now with- 
drew from any of the territory they had occupied, they left the 
Christian population to the chance of being massacred. In a 
war undertaken for their liberation, this was not to he thought 
of. 

The second plan was therefore decided upon, and on the 3d 
of August the Emperor signed the order for the mobilization 
of the Guard, the Grenadiers, and two divisions of the Line 
(24:th and 26tli). Two other divisions of the Line (2d and 3d) 
had been ordered mobilized just after tbe outbreak of the war. 
The strength of these troops was as follows : 




Battalioas. 

Squadrons. 

Foot guns. 

Horse guns. 

Corps of tbe O uard 

58 

24 

.• 148 

12 


24 

S6 

2(1 Division of the Line. 

13 


48 


8(i « “ ■. 

13 


48 


mb “ “ “ 

12 


48 


“ 

13 


■ 48 


Ist Cavalry Division. . . ' 

18 

i2 




Total 

125 

42 : 

486 

24 



or in all about 120,000 men and 460 guns. 

In addition, to this, the Emperor had a few days previously 
(July 22d) issued a ukase calling out a portion of the first ban 
of the militia* — 188,000 men — to replace the losses already in- 
curred in battle, and to be ready to replace those of the future. 
Of the Reserve, three Divisions (36,000 men) were ordered to be 
mobilized in addition to one division which had been previously 
mobilized; part of these were' destined for 'garrison duty at 
home, and part to replace the regular troops on the line of ' the 
in Russia and Roumania. ; 

The ailferenca between tbe Militia and tbe Beserre Is explained, at p. , 19. 
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' The effect of these measures was to call out I2O5OOO men 
for service at the front, and 220,000 more to replace losKses and 
do ordinary duty. They arrived on the Danube as follows : the 
2 d and 3 d Divisions in August, the Guard and the 26 th Dm- 
sion in September, the Grenadiers and the 24 th Division in 
October. The 188,000 men of the Militia began to arrive in 
iiugust, and continued arriving till long after the peace of San 
Stef aiio ; they came as sq[uads of recmits destined to this or 
that regiment, and were immediately incorporated with it. 

But as only a small portion of all these troops would be 
available in the coume of the next few weeks, an appeal was 
made to the Prince of Eoumania to put his army into the 
field, to which he promptly responded. The Eoumanian Army 
consisted of 32,000 Infantry, 6,000 Cavalry, and 84 guns, or- 
ganized into 4 Divisions. They had all been mobilized and 
ready for active service since the month of May ; a portion of 
the 4 th Division had already crossed the Danube and gone into 
garrison at JTikopolis. Orders were immediately given for the 
passage of the remainder. 

Such were the measures taken by the Eussiaiis for carry- 
ing on the struggle, and until the arrival of at least a portion 
of these reenforcements they were restricted to a simply defen- 
sive r 61 e in the positions which they had already gained. 

This was the moment therefore for the Turks to strike a 
vigorous blow. Mehemet Ali had arrived at Shumla on the 
22d of July, and relieved the aged Pasha, Abdul Kerim, of the 
command of the Army of the Lorn and the troops in the 
fortresses. Suleiman, after driving Goiirko hack into the Bal- 
kans, August 1st, had quietly encamped near Teiii-Zagra for the 
next 15 days. On his movements depended in a large degree 
the success of the Turkish offensive, and it is not too iniich to 
say that he adopted the very worst plan possible under the' eii^ 
cumstanees. , There was no Turkish Oommander-in-Chief at this 
time, the three Commanders, Mehemet Ali, Suleiman,, and, Os- 
man, being independent .of each other and equal . in rank ; and 
they were all directed by telegraph from Constantinople,: .where 
a “War Council”' was in constant, session giving orders in the 
Sultanas name — as bad a system as could possibly be eonceived. 

... Suleiman had the option of -joining his army to either one 
of; .the. other two (a ten days’ .march), and then striking a vigor- 
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ous Mow at the Etissian jlank and their commimicatiGBs by 
the Sistova bridge ; or of trying to force Ms way over the Bal- 
kan passes directly in his jfront. The road to Plevna by the 
Trojan Pass was not a good one^ and it led rather dangerously 
near the Eussian positions at Selvi; moreover, even supposing 
they gained a victory at Plevna, the Turks could not advance 
against Sistova without recapturing the fortress of Nikopolis. 
On the other hand, the road toward Shumla led over the Sliviio- 
Shiimla Pass, which is one of the best Mgh-roacls over the Bal- 
kans, and was nowhere nearer than 30 miles to any of the 
Eussian positions. By taking the garrisons of Shumla and 
Yarna, the united forces of Meheniet Ali and Suleiman would 
have been more than 125,000 men. By throwing these upon 
the Eussian left wing, they wonlcl have compelled the Eiissians 
to let go their hold of Shipka in oi’der to get together even 
90,000 men (YIII., XL, XII., and XIII. Corps) to resist them ; 
and if they beat the Eussians in a decisive battle, there was 
notMiig to prevent their reacMng the Sistova Bridge, wMle if 
they were beaten they simply fell hack upon the fortresses. 
Such was the plan which it is said Mehemet Ali urged, but 
Suleiman was determined to attack the Shipka Pass directly 
in front, and lie was sustained by the War Council. 

Suleiman moved forward on the lOth, and began Ms attack 
on Shipka on the 21st of August, and kept it up with more or 
less energy for the next four months. Without gaining the 
least material advantage in so doing, he sacrificed the best part 
of the fine army he brought with him from Montenegro. 

Osman, on the 31st of August, made a lame attempt at the 
offensive in front of Plevna, hut it resulted in nothing ; and ten 
days later (September 11th) he was attacked by the Eussians— 
the third and principal battle of Plevna, unsuccessful like its 
predecessors, but eventually followed by the investment of 
OsniaMs army and its ultimate surrender. 

Mehemet Ali, after some preliminary skirmishing, began Ms 
attack on the CesareviteMs army .'(Eussian left wing) on the 30th 
, of August, and drove it; hack from the^ Lom' to the 'Tantra. 
Then he suddenly stopped, and a few days later, toward' the' end 
of September, returned to his old positions. ' 

■Such in brief was the result of the Turkish offensive. We 
will now follow these movements somewhat in detail. 
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SULEIMAN pasha’s ATTACK ON SHIPKA PASS, AUGUST 20TH-26TH. 

(See Plate 13.) 

In the vicinity of Shipka the peaks of the Balkans are nearly 
5^000 feet above sea-level. The vaUey of the Tniidja, which is 
parallel to the chain and only a few miles from it on the south, 
has an altitude of about 1,300 feet ; on the north the head waters 
of the Tantra near G-abrova are at about the same altitude. 
Near Shipka the chain throws out three long and nearly parallel 
spurs to the north, and these spurs, although shorter, are also 
distingnishable on the south; they are separated by deep wooded 
ravines, and are only united at the top by saddles in the main 
range of the mountains. The central one of these we may call 
the Shipka ridge, the easterly one the Berdek, the westerly the 
Bald Mountain ridge. It is a misnomer to speak of the Shipka 
Pass as a pass in the ordinary meaning of the word ; for the road 
does not pass through a gorge or ravine between high peaks, 
but on the contrary it follows the whole length of the central 
spur and passes over its highest point. From Gabrova the road 
follows a small stream for about 5 miles to the south and then 
takes a sudden turn to the east, and in the course of a mile of 
very steep ascent climbs on to the ridge ; it then follows the grad- 
ual slope of the ridge for about 3 miles to Mount St. Nicholas, 
the highest point ; from here the road descends rapidly in steep 
zigzags to the village of Shipka. Near the summit of the cen- 
tral or Shipka spur are three sets of little hills or ridges about 200 
feet higli, running across the main ridge ; the highest and most 
southerly of these is called Mount St. Nicholas, and for conve- 
nience we will call the other two the Central ” and “ Nortliern ” 
hills. The highest points of the western and eastern spurs are 
known respectively as the Berdek and the Bald Mountain. ' They 
dominate the whole position, and are reached by narrow paths 
along the mountain. The Eussian position was on the three sets 
of little hills ' just mentioned. On St. Nicholas, the southern 
side of ‘which is in part a perpendicular rock, the Eussians had 
three batteries, which had originally been built by the Turks for 
the defense, of the pass from the north, and which now, with 
slight alteration, seiwed the same purpose in. an, opposite direc- 
tion ; in these the Eussians had 25 guns. On the left and rear 
,of , .Si,' Nicholas . (i., e,, to the northeast of it) runs ,a little spur 
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about 250 yards long, at tbe end of wMch tlie Enssians bad ^ 
steel guns, previously captured from the Turks. Connecting 
this steel battery with Mount St. Nicholas were some trenches 
hastily thrown up in the rocky soil. On the central hill were 
the centraP’ battery and round battery, each armed with 
4- guns, and some rude trenches. 

On the 15th of August the Eussian troops in this neighbor- 
hood consisted of 34 battalions, or about 27,000 men, with their 
proportionate artillery and a small force of cavalry, and were 
posted as follows : 

At Timova, Headquarters of YIII. Corps and of 14th Divi- 
sion, 55th and 56th Kegiments and 4th Eifle Brigade, and 40 
guns; 

At Selvi, Headquarters 9th Division, 35th, 53d, and 54th 
Eegiments, 3 sotnias of Cossacks, and 24 guns; 

In Shipka Pass, 36th Eegiment, 5 battalions of Bulgarian 
Legion, 5 sotnias of Cossacks, and 29 guns ; 

In Travna Pass, 1 battalion Bulgarian Legion ; 

In Hainkioi Pass, 33d Eegiment, 2 sotnias, and 14 guns; 

In Elena Pass, 34th Eegiment, 13th Dragoons, and 2 guns. 

Timova and Selvi are each two days’ march from Shipka. 

On the 16th of August Suleiman’s troops first made their 
appearance by a demonstration against the Hainkioi Pass, and 
on the 18th a detacliment occupied Bebrova, on the Elena road, 
at the same time that the head of the main column appeared at 
Kazanlyk. General Eadetzky, commanding the VIII. Corps, 
immediately ordered the 35th Eegiment to proceed in all haste 
to Shipka, but he was sufficiently deceived by this demonstration 
against the Elena Pass to proceed thither in person with the 4th 
Eifle Brigade and the 55th and 56th Eegiments. Finding no 
enemy in force, he returned to Timova on the 21 st 5 and there 
received word from Shipka that the Turks had attacked in great 
force. In spite of their fatigue, he started the 4th Eifle Brigade 
and the 55th and 56th Eegiments toward Shipka at daylight the 
next morning, and also telegraphed to the 2d Division (which 
had just arrived and was- in bivouac between Gomi-StudeU: 
and Selvi) to proceed to Selvi'';' - and relieve the 53d and 54th 
Eegiments, which were then to - proceed to Shipka. In other 
words, all available troops were, ordered' to Shipka except. the, 
two regiments guarding; the Hainkioi and Elena. Passes. Eadet-. , 
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zky . Mmself arrived on , the ■ field in the afternoon of August 
23d.,' 

Meanwhile Gen. Darozhinsky, who 'commanded the little 
force of about 5^000' men at Shipka Pass, and who, on account 
of the difficulty of procuring water on the mountain, had kept 
his men in bivouac in the village of Shipka, noticed the approach 
of the Turks on the 18th, retired to the pass on the 19 th, and 
on the 20th saw the whole force of Suleiman deploy in the plain 
just below him, and counted 40 battalions, probably 26,000 to 
28,000 men, besides a large number of Tcherkesses. He imme- 
diately disposed his little force as follows : 1 battalion behind 
St. Ificholas and the ^^SteeP’ battery; 1 | battalion of Eussians 
and 3 of Bulgarians along the Central Hill ; and 1| battalion of 
Eussians and 2 of Bulgarians, as a reserve, on the isthmus, 
between the Central and St. hTicholas Hills. 

On the morning of the 21st the Turks were visible on the 
Berdek Mountains, constnieting a battery about 2,000 yards from 
St. Nicholas. In spite of the Eussian shells, they finished 
the construction of it and placed 4 guns in position. After one 
or two niiiior attacks, the Turks moved forward about noon from 
the Sugar-Loaf Hill, and began an assaultwith 20 battalions against _ 
the Steel ” battery, on the left flank of Mount St. hficholas. 
They attacked with the utmost desperation, but were as despe- 
rately received, and the struggle went on from a little afternoon 
till 8 o’clock at iiiglit. Again and again the Turks came on yell- 
ing ^^Allah,” and rushed up the slope to within a few yards of 
the battery ; but they could go no farther. Their last attack 
was made by moonlight about 9 p. m., and being repulsed they 
tried no more for' that day ; hut they remained in the positions 
they had taken. — ^the most advanced of which was not over 100 
yards from the Eussian battery— and kept up a constant fire 
throughout the night. 

During the day the 35th Eegiment had arrived from Selvi 
and taken position behind the Eoiind ’’ battery. 

: The next morning, 22d, the Turks opened a.veiw lieary fi,re 
from Berdek, where they now had 10 guns in position ; from the 
Bald Mountain on the opposite flank, whither they had dragged 
during the night 6 guns; and from the "Woody llountain,” 
where, they had also placed 2 guns. In short, their batteries 
were' in . front, on both flanks, and in the rear of the Eussian posi- 
'■ 14 
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tion ; only by reason of intervening woods the battery at Woody 
Mountain could not reach St. Nieholasj but it completely com- 
manded the Central ” and “ IsTorthem Hills. 

Throughout this day (August 22d) a continuous fire of artillery 
and infantry was kept up, but the Turks made no serious attacks ; 
a few guns were dismounted on both sides, but a far more serious 
danger was threatening the Eussians in the lack of artillery 
aminunition, which was nearly exhausted. Both parties worked 
all day at repairing their batteries, and the Turks at covering 
their advanced positions by shelter-trenches. Meanwhile the 
Turks were withdrawing a portion of their troops in reserve 
behind Berdek and sending them over to the western spur 
(W oody Mountain), with the intention of attacking the right flank 
of the Eussians at the Central Hill (held by the 35th Eegiment), 
and thus cutting off their communications with Gabrova. At 
the same time a body of Tcherkesses descended the eastern spur 
and threatened the high-road from that side. 

On the morning of the 23d, in fact, the Eussian position was 
well-nigh surrounded on all sides ; the naiTOW ridges, along which 
ran the high-road, connecting the little hills which formed the 
Eussian position, were wholly exposed to a cross-fire of the 
Turks at 1,500 to 2,000 yards’ range. 

At 6 o’clock in the morning Suleiman began his attack, and 
it soon became general from all sides, one column rushing at the 
rocks on the south of St. Nicholas, another against the right flank 
of the Central Hill (where the Eussian faced west), and a third 
against the round battery on the left flank of this MU (where 
they faced east). A most desperate struggle continued through- 
out this whole clay, 7,500 Eussians being engaged to the last 
man, and trying to hold their own against the 25,000 Turks 
who came to their assault. During the afternoon the position 
of the Eussians became most critical ; their artillery ammunition 
was exhausted ; their losses' were enormous, and the men began 
to lose courage under the demoralizing effect of a cross-fire so 
long continued, and of the heat and lack of food and water. 

About the same time the Turkish column from Woody 
Mountain reformed and began advancing along the northern 
slope , of the Central Hill, and in rear of it, toward the high-road. 
There were no reserves left on the Eussian side to meet this 
column. The, portion of .the 35th Eegiment which held the 
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riglit' flank of the Central Hill, having lost nearly all its officers, 
was broken into little groups, and toward 3 o’clock these groups 
began to pick iij)' the last of the wounded, turn back to the road 
beMiid them, and move off to the rear. The number of woimded 
going back toward the field hospital was so great that these men, 
having no officers, thought it was a general retreat. The 
moment was the most critical of the campaign; if this Turkish 
column reached the high-road and established itself on tlie 
Northern Hill, on the rear of the Eussians and upon their one line 
of comiminication, a disastrous retreat before a largely superior 
force, or possibly a surrender, was inevitable. Taking a few non- 
commissioned officers, Colonel Lipinsky, commanding fliis part 
of the field, w^ent back to the road, expostulated, reasoned, 
threatened, and drove these men back to the positions on the 
Center Hill. From here they delivered their fire in volleys 
upon tlie Turks in their rear, who were just beginning to climb 
the slope toward the road. Stunned by this sudden reception, 
the Turks wavered a little ; and at this very moment (about 4:30 
F.M.) appeared in sight the first of the reenforcements — 200 men 
of the 4th Eifle Brigade, trotting up along the high-road on 
Cossack horses taken at Gabrova — and with them General 
Eadetzky, commanding the VIII. Corps. The 16th Battalion of 
this Eifle Brigade came into position on the hTorthern Hill, and 
went down the hill at a run against the left flank of this Turldsh 
column. The attack was so bold’ and spirited that the Turks 
fell back through the wood, and up on the Woody Mountain, leav- 
ing the Eussians in possession of their first line of trenches at the 
foot of the slope. The little valley was tilled with the dead of 
the twelve hours’ struggle which had been going on at this 
point.' 

Meanwhile, throughout the day, the Eussians at St. Nicholas 
and the Central Hills” held on 'to their positions, though at 
the cost of terrible losses. 

During the .afternoon and evening the rest of the 4th Eifle 
Brigade arrived, and' was posted along the whole line, partly re- 
lieving the men , in St. Nicholas, whose physical strength was 
well-nigh , exhausted. 

. At ;5 o’clock on, the morning of the 24th a,riived General 
Dragoniiroff with the leading regiment {No. M) of his Division, 
having marched 38 miles the piovious day. One battalion . w,as 



212 


THE CAMPAIGN IN BULGARIA. - 
r 

seat across tte raviae to climb the western spar and attack the 
Bald Moantain position in tank; the other two were moved 
along the road in reserve of the other troops. While posting 
his men on the Northern Hill General Bragomiroff was severely 
wounded in the knee about 10 a. m., and carried off the fieldj 
one of his staff officers being also wounded at the same time. A 
general cannonade and fusillade had been begun by the Turks at 
sunrise, and was in fact kept up all day, upon every one passing 
along the road; but it was not until noon that the Turks re- 
newed the attack. 

Noticing the anival of Eussian reenforcements, Suleiman 
now made a last desperate effort to get possession of Mount St. 
Nicholas. This time the Turks, at least those in the lead, actu- 
ally got into the Eussian trenches on the top of the hill, and 
were only driven out after a hand-to-hand struggle, in which the 
bayonet was very freely used. In this affair the leading Turkish 
battalion (about 500 men) wns virtually annihilated. This was 
the last of the Turkish assaults. 

During the day the rest of the regiments of Dragomiroff’s 
Division continued arriving, and on the 25th Eadeteky made an 
effort to get possession of the Woody Mountain, which com- 
manded all the approaches to his own position ; but he sent to- 
tally inadequate forces to make the attempt. They consisted of 
the one battalion (56th Eegiment) which Dragomiroff had sent 
across the ravine the previous morning, and of the three battal- 
ions which held the right of the Central Hill The former did 
not get across the deep wooded ravine and up the Bald Moun- 
tain spur till nearly noon on the 25th. 

Hearing them engaged, Eadetzky then sent the other three 
battalions against the right of the position, i. e., against Woody 
Mountain. The Tnrks were driven out of their advanced trench- 
es during the afternoon, and were followed in hot pursuit by 
the Eussians, who anived somewhat disorganized at the second 
line of works on top of the Woody Mountain. Here they met 
fresh troops of the Turkish reserves, and were in turn driven 
back. Two battalions of the 53d Eegiment were sent to assist 
them, and a very hot fight went on during the evening and most 
of the night. But Eadetzky did not consider his main force 
strong enough to detach any more men to reenforce them, and 
consequently on the morning of the 26th they retreated dovm 
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tlie., slope and back again to tke Central Hill Tlie Turks fob 
lowed, tliem as far as tkeir most adyaneed trendies, but no 
fartker. 

■ Tims ended tlie first period of tHs remarkable battle. ■ De- 
sultory firing of both artillery and infantry continued, but no 
more assaults were made until the 17tb of September. After 
five days of almost uninterrupted fighting, botb. sides were now 
substantially wbere they were at tbe beginning. Eadetzky’s 
report puts liis losses at about 100 officers and 3,500 men. That 
of tlie Turks was estimated at about 10,000 men ; but a British 
naval officer, who was present with the Turks as correspondent 
of the Times,” states that they had 8,350 wounded and be- 
tween 3,000 and 4,000 dead. 

For three days (August 21st, 22d, and 23d) less tlian 8,000 
Eussians and Bulgarians had held in check the Army of Sulei- 
man, 25,000 to 30,000 strong. During this time their only food 
was the biscuit (about one day’s ration) which they had in their 
pockets when the affair began ; the heat was intense, but the 
nearest water was at a spring between three and four miles back 
on the road toward Gabrova, and all that the men had to drink 
was the little which was brought back in their canteens by the 
men who carried the wounded to the rear. Whenever the fir- 
ing ceased for a while, they lay down on the ground they were 
defending and caught an hour’s sleep ; for it was the period of 
full moon, and night brought no cessation to the firing. It was 
not only during the assaults of the Turks that the men, were 
under fire — it was at all times, dependent only on the pleasure 
of the Turks; for from behind the woods on the two spurs on 
either side the Turks commanded every j)omt of the. Rimimi 
^ositiou^ excepting only a small portion of the reverse, slope of 
the Northern Hill; and even here General Darozhinsky w.as 
.shot dead on the morning of the 25th by some Turkish pickets 
in advance of Bald Mountain. The odor of decomposing .corpses 
was sickening and the' sight of them, demoralizing. 

■On the afternoon of the 23'd the men had just .about .reached 
.the fi,nal limit of human endurance. . Then the. reenforcements 
began' to arrive, allowing the men to be relieved .and .have a lit-, 
tie rest ; the soup kitchens were established back near, the .spring, 

, and the, Bulgarian peasants were impressed at ' Gabrova and,, put 
,to carrying, water. and food up to the men. 
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For impetuous assaults and tenacious, dogged defense, for 
long-continued figliting and physical endurance, this five days^ 
battle in the mountains is extremely remarkable; but there 
were no skillful manoeuvi’es of the troops on either side. Al- 
though Suleiman took possession of heights flanking and nearly 
surrounding the Russians, yet he persisted in dividing his forces 
and making his strongest attacks upon their strongest position 
(Mount St. Nicholas), thereby enabling them, although far in- 
ferior in numbers, to hold their ground at all points for three 
days until the arrival of reenforcements. Had Suleiman thrown 
the whole of his force into either one of his flank attacks, he 
would in all probability have carried the whole place. On the 
other hand, the Russians, during the ten days between the time 
the Bulgarians were driven out of Eski-Zagra and the appearance 
of the Turks at Kaizanlyk, had remained idly at the village of 
Shipka, and done nothing toward strengthening their position 
in the pass, except to modify the original Turkish fortifications 
so as to turn them against the south instead of the north. The 
Russians in fact felt quite confident that Suleiman would either 
go through Slivno to Osman-Bazar, or else through the Elena 
Pass to attack Tirnova. This was a most natural supposition, 
but it hardly justified the Russians in failing to do their utmost 
to make the Shipka Pass impregnable. The little force of 5,000 
men was not sufficient to occupy the heights on all three of the 
main spurs, but they might easily have made strong lines of 
trenches on each of the little hills on the top of the road, and 
been prepared to make a good defense ; whereas, on the third 
day of the fighting (August 23d) the men on the Northern Hill 
were firing from behind rocks and piles of blankets ; there w^as 
a sad deficiency of spades and other implements actually with 
the troops; and there were no engineer troops anywhere in 
that vicinity of the theatre of war. 

Radetzky’s attack cn Woody Mountain (August 25th) was a 
very lame affair. Either he should not have made it at all, or 
else he should have sent more than 4 battalions to do it. He 
had on that morning, owing to the arrival of ■ reenforcements, 
24 battalions, viz., the 35th, 36th, ASd, 54th, and 56th Regi- 
ments, 4th Rifle Brigade, and the Bulgarian legion; .and the 
65th Regiment was expected to arrive during the day. If the 
possession., of. Woody and Bald Mountains was of ; great .impor- 
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taiice,(aEd it would seem tliat it was so, since it commanded for 
a long distance the only road over wHch his ammunition, food, 
water, and reenforcements could arrive), then he might have 
risked holding the main position vrith 14 battalions, since it had 
been held for three days by 11 battalions, and have sent the re- 
maining 10 to take the HU at any cost. The result of sending 
4 battalions was that they were badly defeated and lost over 
one third of their strength. 

Suleiman had, however, exhausted his strength, and was 
obliged to stop and reorganize his shattered army and bring up 
the few battalions which he had left at Teni-Zagra. His troops 
remained in their positions on the two commanding spurs, and 
picked off the passing Eussians on the high-road to the number 
of 40 or 50 a day. The latter dug trenches along the road to 
form a covered way, hut still they were more or less exposed in 
passing. 

On the 28th of August the brigade of the XI. Corps (1st 
Brigade 32d Bivision), which had fought under Shakofskoi at 
Plevna on July 30th, and which had subsequently been sent to 
Selvi, arrived at Gabrova ; one regiment of it remained there, 
and the other was sent to Zelenodrevo, at the foot of the west- 
ern spur, to prevent a descent of the Turks along the Bald 
Mountain ridge toward Gabrova. One brigade of the 2d Divi- 
sion was also sent over to Gabrova about August 28tli hut, as 
the Turks failed, to renew their, attacks, it was a few days later 
sent back to Selvi, and thence it took part in the battles of 
Lovtcha and Plevna. 

MEHEMIT ALl’s ADVANCE ON THE LINE OP THE LOM, AHOTST 
22D TO SEIUTEMBEB BOTH. 

(See Plate 14.) 

.According to the general plan of campaign, as previously 
explained, immediately after the passage of the Danube ■ the 
XII.. and XIII.: Corps were formed into a detachment .under 
command; of the Cesareviteh, and posted along the. line of. the 
.Lorn, to cover ;tlie left flank of the army from any attacks from 
the f 0 rtress.es 'of the Quadrilateral The XIL Corps advanced 
along the Biela-Eustchuk high-road as far as the Lorn, and its 
cavalry penetrated in a reconnaissance (July 21st)' as .far as the 
.station ,of .Tchernavoda, on the Eustehuk- Varna .Ea'ih'oad, and. 
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destroyed a small portion of the track and telegraph there. 
The XIII. Corps deployed on its right in the direction of Eaz- 
grad, and on the 26th of July its scouts were within eight miles 
of that town. The XI. Corps meanwhile (except the brigade 
which was sent to Plevna for the attack of July 30th), after cross- 
ing the Danube, had been marched to Tirnova, and thence de- 
ployed westward along the high-road to Osman-Bazar and Shumla, 

In the country between Osman-Bazar and Eski-Djuma are 
several foot-hills or spurs of the Balkans, which drain toward 
the Danube by means of the Tantra and Lorn Eivers. The 
affluents of the former flow westward and reach the Yantra not 
far from Tirnova, and thence the river goes due north past 
Biela to the Danube. The head waters of the Lorn are spread 
over a wide extent of country ; on the east and west respectively 
of Easgrad are the Lorn and the White Lorn ; farther west are 
the Black Lorn and Banitchka Lorn ; the two latter unite at a 
point about 20 miles southeast of Biela, and a few miles farther 
on they join the White Lorn, and the united river then runs for 
about 12 miles more and empties into the Danube at Eustchuk. 

There are high-roads leading from Eustchuk through Biela 
to Tirnova, from Eustchuk through Eazgrad to Shumla, from 
Tirnova through Osman-Bazar to Shumla, and from Eazgrad 
through Eski-Djuma to Osman-Bazar, and thence to Slivno. 
But in the basin of the Lorn there are no high-roads ; the coun- 
try is very high and undulating, and the branches of the lorn 
flow through deep rocky gorges, in the vicinity of which are 
extensive tracts covered with a short scrub oak ; the means of 
communication are few and widely separated, and it is gen- 
erally a difficult country for military operations. 

On the 15th of August the Cesarevitch’s detachment of two 
corps, numbering in aU about 40,000 infantry, 5,000 cavalry, 
and 200 guns, was scattered over a length of more than 50 
miles behind the White Lom, his left flahk being at the village 
of Pirgos on the Danube and his right facing Eski-Djuma. ■ ■ ; 

, : ;'The.p 


One brig-adc at Pirgos ; 

One brigade at Damogila ; 

Picket line from tbe Danube in front of Eustebuk, 
along the Lom and Black Lom, to Tabashka. 

88d Division.. At Katzelero and Ablava. 

, ISth Cavalr V Division . , Along the White Lom, in advance of Katzelevo. 




12th Division. 
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j" 1st Division. . 
XIII. CoEPs;. i 85tii Division 


< At Btmitclika, forming- tbe general reserve to tlie 
1 whole line. 

I One brigade at Earahassaiikoi; 

( One brigade at Ayazlar, 


13th Cavalry Division.. At Sarnasuflar. 


Tlie XI. Corps was established with the 11th Dmsion on 
the Osman-Bazar road at Cesarevo, and one brigade (2d 
Brigade 32d DiYision) in the direction of the Elena pass. The 
Cesarevitch’s right flank was somewhat in the air, as there was a 
wide gap (about 20 miles) between the extreme right flank at 
Ayazlar and the left of the XI* Corps on the Tirnoxa-Osman- 
Bazar road. 

Mehemet AH, having taken command of the troops in the 
Quadrilateral and reconnoitered the ground, concentrated the 
greater part of his mobile force (independent of the fortress 
garrisons) in two columns — at Razgrad and Eski-Djnma. He 
had in the field about 50,000 infantry, 60 guns, and several 
regiments of regular cavalry, besides a few thousand bashi- 
bozouks.* Four divisions were at Razgrad, and one Turkish 

* la “Der Orientalische Krieg,” by Riistow, pp. 332 and 333, it Is stated as follows : 
“ Tlie field army, whicb now at the end of August Mebemet xili actually had at Ms 
disposition, consisted of the 3d and 4th Army Corps. The 2d Army Corps, 
commanded by Achmet Kaiserli in place of Eshreff Pasha, who had been relieved, 
formed the garrison of Rustchuk, and could not be available for operations in the 
open field so long as the SII. Russian Corps remained immediately in front of that 
fortress. 

“ The two field army corps had, after the reorganization effected by Mehemet Ali, 
the following effective strength : 

3(1 Army Oorps^ Achmed Eyoub Pasha. Headquarters, Razgrad. 

1st Division, Fuad Pasha, Brigades Hussein and Mustapha — 16 Battalions, 6 
Squadrons, 4 Batteries, 

2d Division, Asof Pasha, Brigades Osman and Mehmed, 16 Battalions, 6 
Squadrons, 4 Batteries. 

. Sd, Division, Nedjib Pasha, Brigades AU and Hami — 16 Battalions, 6 Squad- 
rons, 4 Batteries. 

, XJ'nattached Brigade, Hassan Pasha — 6 Battalions, 1 Battery. 

, Flying, colum.n, Mehmed Bey — S Battalions Zeibeks, 6 Squadrons, one half Bat- 
tery. ' 

Cavalry Brigade, Emir Pasha — 18 Squadrons, one half Horse Battery, 2,000 
Tcherkesses. ■ 

Total, 5 ^.Battalions, 42 Squadrons, 2,000 mounted Tcherkesses, 14 Bat- 
teries. 

. , 4f/e Army Prince Hassan. Headquarters, EsM-Djuma. 

. . 1 St Division, Ismail Pasha — 14 Battalions (including 9 Battalions of Egyptians 
and 2 Battalions of Riflemen) and 4 E itteries in B rigades Safvet and Reshid. 
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division and the Egyptian Contingent, about equal to a division 
at EsM-Djuma. Taking advantage of the scattered condition 
of the Eussian force, he planned to strike a hard blow on their 
right flank and then on their center, and drive them back to the 
Tantra. Further than that his plans do not seem to have been 
matured. 

The movement was begun on the 22d of August by SahH 
Pasha’s division, which advanced from Eski Djuma and drove 
the Eussians out of Ayazlar. The next day the Eussians 
retook the position, but were again driven out, and retired in 
the direction of Popkoi, a few miles to the north. In this affair 
the Eussians lost about 400 men. 

The effect of it was to bring the two brigades of the 35th 
Division a little nearer together, and they stood respectively at 
Popkoi and Karahassankoi, on opposite sides of the Black Lorn 
and about 8 miles apart. There was a bridge just behind 
Karahassankoi. 

2d Division, Salih Pasha, Brigades Sabis and Assim — 18 Battalions, 6 Squad- 
rons, and 4 Batteries, 

8d Division, Mehmed Salim Pasha, Brigades Salim and Hassan — 16 Battalions, 
6 Squadrons, and 8 Batteries. 

Eeserve Division, Tahir Pasha, Brigades Tahir and Kehmed — 16 Battalions 
and 8 Batteries. 

Plying Corps, Baker Pasha — 3 Battalions, 1,000 mounted Tcherkesses, one 
half Battery. 

Plying Corps, Ibrahim and Mustapha Beys — 2 Batteries of Zeibeks, 8 Squad- 
rons mounted Tcherkesses. 

Total, 68 Battalions, 12 Squadrons, 2,000 mounted Tcherkesses, 14| Bat- 
■ teries. ■ 

“ The whole field arms of Mehemet Ali, according to the foregoing statement, 
amounted to 125 battalions, 64 regular squadrons, 4,000 mounted Tcherkesses, and 
28| batteries. Had the organizations been at their regulation strength, the batta- 
lion at 800 men and the regular squadron at 160 troopers, then Mehemet Ali would 
have had 100,000 infantry, and, including the Tcherkesses, 12,100 troopers. But 
even if we take the battalions as averaging only 600 men each, and the regular 
squadrons 100, there were still more than 86,000 combatants of infantry and cavalry, 
and 1^1 guns.” 

I have never heard of the publication of any official reports on the Turkish side, 
■and:' do, not know from what source the above detailed statement. Is drawn. Tt is 
stated so exactly as to have the, air of coming from a trustworthy authority. The 
artillery is largely superior in numbers to that given by myself in the text, and the 
number of men is also greater. My own authority is the correspondence of the 
■ London; ‘‘News” and ‘‘Times,” dated at Mehemet Alfs headquarters in August 
and, September..." 


P. V. C. 
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There were no more movements until the 30th. On that 
date Eedjih Pasha’s division was moved out from. in trout of 
liazgrad and threw itself upon the left of the 35tli Division, 
thus cutting it off from the rest of the Enssiaii troops. At the 
same time Salili’s division and the Egyptians were to ad?anee 
from Sarnasnflar against the right of the 35th Division at 
Popkoi. The Enssians fonght hard all day, but were completely 
ontiininhered, and were driven out of Karahassankoi and across 
the river, and back upon their principal position behind Popkoi. 
The Eiissian losses on this day have never been officially pub- 
lished, but were estimated in the Turkish camp to be about 1,800 
men, against 1,000 on the part of the Turks. 

Four days more passed in inactivity, and then, on September 
3d, the three divisions at Razgrad under Achmed Eyoub Pasha, 
and Nedjih’s division at Karahassankoi, advanced jointly down 
the White Loin to Solenik, crossed the White Lorn near that 
point on the 4tli, and on the 6th attacked the Eiissian position 
at Katzelevo from the direction of the north. 

The Eussian troops,under the command of Lieutenant-General 
Baron Driesen, consisted of the 12 battalions of the 33d Division, 
with 40 guns, and 8 squadrons and 6 guns of the 12tli Cavalry 
Division, in all about 10,000 men. Five battalions and 8 guns 
were posted in front of the river on the heights of Katzelevo, 
and 7 battalions and 32 guns along the plateau behind the 
village of Ahlava, on the left or south bank of the White Lom. 
The Turkish force numbered about 30,000 men and 60 guns. 
They posted their artillery in a semicircle of about 7 miles in 
length in front of the Russian position, and opened fire about 
7 A. M. About 10 the Tmks began to advance, and, seeing that 
they were so far superior in numbers, General Arnoldi, command- 
ing , the left flank (Katzelevo), withdrew his force in as good 
order as possible across the Lom, and fell back about five miles 
to, Orendjik. About 11 a. m., 4 battalions and 1 battery of the 
, 1st Division, arrived as reenforcements at Ablava, and General' 
Driesen, than sent one regiment (Ko. 1.30) to cover the retreat of 
the , left fl,.aiifc . The whole, of the left fl.ank had,he^ii .got across 
the river by 2 p. m. The Turks, who had kept up a liot artillery 
fire all day, then (about 8 p. m.). began to advance their infantry ; 
they crossed the Lom by fording, occupied the village .of 
Ahlava, and then began to attack the heights behind the village, 
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on wHcli tlie Enssians were posted. But in tMs they were 
defeated and driven back again across tbe lorn. The fight 
ceased abont sunset, the Eussian loss being 56 oflScers and 1,283 
men. Driesen’s position, however, was totally untenable, 
threatened as he was on both flanks by greatly superior f orces ; 
and the next day he made good his retreat to the left bank of 
the Banitchka Lorn. The Turks followed slowly. 

On the same day it appears it was intended that the left wing 
of the Turkish force, which under the command of Prince 
Hassan was at Sarnasuflar, should also attack the Eussians at 
Popkoi ; but for some reason it was not done. The next day 
(September 6th) the Eussians at that place began their retreat 
to Oerkovna, and thence behind the Banitchka Lorn at Koprivca. 

On the 1st of September about 5,000 men of the garrison 
of Eustchuk moved out to KadiMoi, and crossed the river there 
to attack the Eussian left flank. They made but little progress, 
however ; but on the 4:th they were reenforced by another 5,000 
men, and then they succeeded in driving the Eussians out of their 
positions along the high-road and back a few miles toward Biela. 

By the 8th of September, therefore, 15 days after Mehemet 
Ali began his advance by the attack at Ayazlar, he had driven 
the Cesarevitch’s detachment back from the line of the "White 
Loin to that of the Banitchka Lorn, and had inflicted a loss upon 
it, in two small battles and several skirmishes, of between 3,000 
and 4,000 men in all. Mehemet Ali had, counting the troops 
that had sortied from Eustchuk, not less than 60,000 men in 
hand along the right bank of the Banitchka Lorn, viz. : 10,000 
on the right flank near Kadikioi, 30,000 under Achmed Eyoub 
at Katzelevo, and 20,000 under Prince Hassan at Popkoi, where 
were also Ms own headquarters. From Kadikioi to Popkoi the 
distance is about 35 miles. 

The Eussians, meanwhile, had got their detachment into a 
more compact shape, and took up a position in front of the 
Tantra, their left flank being on the Daniibe at Batin and their 
right at Koprivca on the Banitchka Lorn; their length of front 
was about 25 miles; "They also hastened .to fill up the gap 
between the Oesarevitch’s right and the XI. (Corps on the Tir- 
nova-Osman-Bazar road, by sending the 26th/ Division, which 
had just crossed the Danube, to Oerkovna, andrthe 1st Brigade 
■ 32d Division , from Gabrova- to' OairkioL 
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Mehemet Ali, tlien, on the 10th of ■September, ha-d under 
Ills orders an army composed of excellent fighting material and 
superior in numbers to the enemy in his front ; he had, already 
gained several small successes over the enemy, and driven Mm 
back for several miles along his whole line; The question nat- 
urally arises, why then did not Mehemet Ali concentrate his 
whole force and fight a decisive battle about Biela? If success- 
ful, there was a fair chance of driving the Eussians across the 
Danube ; and if unsuccessful, he had only to retire under shelter 
of the forts at Eustchuk and Shumla, wdiich now were strong 
enough to require a regular siege. The only reason whicli has 
ever been assigned for the inaction which Mehemet Ali displayed 
was that his army, though composed of good fighting men, was 
so badly officered as to greatly dimmish its efficiency for offensive 
purposes ; and especially was this incompetence noticeable among 
the chiefs of regiments and brigades, who desired to conduct 
their men on their own responsibility, and without subordiiiating 
themselves to the general plan of campaign, or even to the orders 
of the Commander-in-CMef, who on account of his foreign biith 
never had. the confidence of his generals. It appears that Me- 
hemet Ali began his movement simply with the idea of driving 
the Eussians back from the vicinity of Eazgrad and Eski-DJiima, 
which were of the first importance to the Turks, since the cap- 
ture of the railroad at Eazgrad would have enabled the Eussians 
to isolate Eustchuk and invest it with a small force. A general 
advance formed no part of ' Mehemet. Ali’s plan; but having 
driven the Eussians back beyond the Banitchka Lorn and' arrived 
himself in the positions explained above on the Tth-lOth of 
September, he then received news of the capture of lovtcha 
.and the appearance of large bodies of Eussian and Eoiimanian 
troops in front of Plevna. With the sole object of relieving 
Osman, wffiom he believed; to be very hard pressed, Mehemet 
Ali then gave orders for another advance in the direction of 
Biela, with '■ the hope that the. Eussians would reenforce the 
Cesarevitch at the expense of the troops in front of Plevna. His 
orders for the' advance were ^as follows: Achined EyouMs corps, 
to move froiiiHJatzelevo and Prince HassaMs corps from ,Pop- 
koi, and, uniting near Osikova, advance on Biela. Achined 
Eyoiib was to detach one division under Asof Pasha to cover the 
right ,fl.aiik in. the direction of Sinankoi.^ , 
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The movement began on the 12th, and on the 14th the troops 
were in commnnication with each other on the line from Sinan- 
koi to Toditza. Some skirmishing occurred on the two flanks 
near each of these points on that day, but without any defi- 
nite result. The whole force then came to a halt for a week in 
order to reconnoiter the enemy’s position. On the 21st an 
attack in force was made upon the Eussian position near Cer- 
kovna, with the intention of breaking through between the 
XI. and XIII. Corps. In this the Turks were completely de- 
feated, with considerable loss, and two days later they began to 
retreat, not only on their left flank, but along the whole line. 

This battle of Cerkovna took place as follows : Lieutenant- 
General Tatisheff, chief of the 11th Cavalry Division, occupied 
a position facing northeast on the hills just south of the Tordan 
brook, having his troops on both sides of a road running from 
Cerkovna through Cairkoi to Cesarevo and thence to Tirnova. 
He had 2 regiments (Xos. 125 and 126) of the 82d Division 
(XI. Corps), 1 regiment (Ho. 1) of the 1st Division (XIII. 
Corps), and 1 regiment (Ho. 101) of the 26th Division — ^in all, 
12 battalions, or 10,000 infantry, and the 102d Eegiment, on 
the march from Biela, and only 10 or 12 miles from his left 
flank. He also had 2 regiments of cavalry (11th Dragoons and 
11th Lancers), 5 foot batteries (40 guns), and 1 horse battery 
(6 guns). 

The Turks had 35 battalions — say 20,000 men — of wliich 20 
were Egyptians, and about 50 guns. They were posted on the 
other side of the Tordan brook, on the heights about Cerkovna. 
Their plan was to demonstrate against the Eussian center and 
left and strike hard against their right, which was the weakest 
part of their line. The battle opened about 11 a. m., as usual 
by an artillery duel between the opposing heights, which con- 
tinued for four or five hours without doing much harm, in spite 
of the fact that, owing to the superior range of the Turkish 
guns, the Eussians could not reach a portion of the Tuihish 
batteries. The Turkish detachment on the right and center 
moved forward about 2 n. - m. ; they advanced rather too. far^m 
making their demonstration, and became very hotly engaged 
around the little village of Verboka in' the valley of' the brook'; 
and about 4 o’clock the 102d Eegiment arrived, and, striking 
them in flank, drove the whole line back to Cerkovna in consid- 
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erable confiisioii. Tlie turning movement against tlie Eiissiaii 
riglit flank was intrusted to the Egyptians, and some idea of the 
manner in .which they executed it may be obtained ' from the 
fact that the correspondent of the Times” with Mehemet AH 
states that they lost only 4 men killed and 32 wounded! Their 
losses were probably larger than that, but the Egyptians certainly 
fell back the instant the Kussians opened fire upon them, and 
they retreated in great disorder to Cerkovna. The whole affair 
was over by 5 p. m. It was terribly mismanaged by the Turks ; 
having 35 battalions in hand, the whole fighting was done by 
the 9 battalions who were on the center and right. The 9 
Egyptian battalions which went to attack the Eussian right 
accomplished nothing; the 6 battalions which were in reserve 
were not brought into action ; 10 or 12 Egyptian battalions never 
left their bivouacs at Yoditza; and at Osikova, only 6 miles 
north of Cerkovna, was a whole division of Achnied Eyonb^s 
corps which did not move a foot all day to help their comrades. 

The Eussian losses are given in General Tatislieff’s report ' 
at 25 officers and 436 men ; he also states that 800 dead Turks 
were buried on the field the next day. Tlie Turks acknowledge 
a total loss of about 1,600 men. 

On tlie 23d there was a truce for the purpose of burying 
the dead, and on the 24th Prince Hassan’s troops retreated to 
Sarnasiiflar with such haste that they abandoned a large amount 
of material on the road. The conduct of his generals at Cer- 
kovna probably convinced, Mehemet Ali that the army under 
his orders was not one to he led against well-disciplined troops 
intrenched in good positions. On the 25th Aelmiet Eyoiib’s 
corps began falling back (without having given battle) in the 
direction of Eazgrad, and by the 1st of October the whole of 
the Turkish force was behind the. line of the Lorn, and .the 
Eussian pickets advanced to their old positions. 

^ Mehemet Ali’s offensive movement was over, and, as he had 
lost ...more; men than his enemy and had not diverted a single 
Eussian from either Plevna or Shipka, it can only be consid- 
ered, a complete though perhaps from causes bevoiui his 

control. „ On the 2d of October he was. relieved from command, 
and superseded by Suleiman Pasha. 



CHAPTEE V. 


OPEEATIONS ON THE EIGHT PLANE: IN ATTGHST AND SEPTEIVIBEE. — ■ 
BATTLES OF LOVTCHA, SEPTEMBEE SB, AND PLEVNA, SEPTEMBEE 
IITH. 

Although attacked at Sliipka and tlireatened on tlie line of 
the Lom, the principal attention of the Enssians during the 
month of August wm directed to assembhng a sufficient force 
to drive the Turks away from their right flank; as already 
stated, large reenforcements were ordered from Enssia, and the 
assistance of the Eonmanian army was solicited. 

The 2d Division was the first of the reenforcements to 
arrive. It passed through Gomi-Stnden on the 20th of August, 
and was directed on Selvi in order to relieve the detachment 
of the VIII. Corps which was there and allow it to proceed 
to Shipka. A few days later one brigade of this division was 
sent to Gabrova, but when Suleiman ceased his attacks at Sliipka 
on the 26th it returned to Selvi. 

The 3d Eifle Brigade and the 2cl Brigade 3d Division, which 
arrived between August 25th and 28th, were also directed on 
Selvi. The 1st Brigade 3d Division was retained at Gorni- 
Studen. The Eoumanians had already crossed one division at 
Nikopolis during the month of July; the rest of their force 
began crossing, by a bridge which they built at Korabia a few 
miles above Mkopolis, early in August, and were all on the 
southern bank by the 28th. This force' was constituted as 
follows T 
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Roumanian Contingent 



Battalions. 

Foot guns. 

Sqaadrons. 

Hoxm gans. 

8d I)iv,i8ioia. 

1 8th Kegiment Lino. . , . 
Ist Brigado.-C 10th Beg*t Dorobanz... 

1 ISth Eeg’t Dorobanz.. . 

( 2d Eegiment Line 

2d Brfgado.K 9th Keg’t Dorobanz... 

} nth Eeg’t Dorobanz.. 
8d Eifle Battalion.- 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 





4th Kegiment of Artillery. 

86 









18 

2 

2 

'2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

86 

** 



4tli Division, 

i 7th Begiment line .... 
Ist Brigade. ■< 14th Eeg't Dorobanz... 

1 15th Keg’t Dorobanz... 
1 5th Eegiment Line, . . . 
i 2d Brigade. < ISth EegH Dorobanz... 

f 16th KegU Dorobanz... 
2d Rifle Battalion 






86, ; 








Tntfll J 

1 ' 13 

1 2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

*3 

1 

86 



Eeservo,... ■ 

Ist Eegiment Line 

1st Brigade. •< 7th Ee^mont Dorobanz. 

1 1st IMe Battalion 

4th Eegiment Line. .... 

2d Brigade. -{ 6th Regiment XJne 

8th Eegiment Dorobanz. 

M Regiment Line 

Sd Brigade. 5tb. Eegiment Dorobanz 

4th Eifl^e Battalion 

2d Regiment of Artillery 

1 

1 

86 1 




16 

80 



S Brigades of Cavalry, counting 9 Eegiraents (2 ) 
Line and T Kalarssnj j 

86 

18 


42 

1 lOS 

- 

18 




The battalions numbered about 750 and the squadrons 125 men^ 
making the total force 30,000 infantry, 4,500 cavalry, and 128 
guns. 

By the latter part of August, therefore, the Eiissian Com- 
mander-in-Ohief had available for operations' on his right flank 
about 105,000 men, of whom the greater part were on the north 
and east of Plevna, and the rest between Selvi and Lovtcha. 
No, more Enssian troops could be expected to arrive till the 
latter part of September; the season was advancing, and, , the 
Grand .Biike determined to attack at once with what troops he 
,had. 

, On the Slst^of Angnst, however, Osman sallied ,forthfrom 
Plevna. and attempted the offensive in the following, maiiner 
(see Plate '8) : ,,At,6:30 a.m, word was received from the cavalry 
outposts between Tntchenitza and Grivitza.that the Turks were 
advancing in the direction of- Pelishat, and at '8 they appeared 
15 , 
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OB. the open ridge about a mile west of Pelisbai Here they 
established their artillery (about 40 or 50 pieces), and their in- 
fantry moved rapidly forward and drove the Enssians out of a 
lunette which they had constructed about half a mile in front 
of Pelishat* The Enssian troops in this vicinity consisted of 
the 62d and 63d Eegiments, which were in front of Pelishat, 
and the 20th and 118th Eegiments, with 3 batteries and a 
company of sappers, in front of Zgalevitza. These two posi- 
tions, which were fortified with trenches for the infantry and 
slight epanlments for the artillery, foiined the advanced left 
flank of the Enssian defensive line, which extended from Tris- 
tenik to Poradim ; at the latter place were 3 regiments of the 
30th Division (lY. Corps), and on their right were 6 regiments 
of the IX. Corps. 

General Zotof, who by virtue of his seniority commanded 
all the troops before Plevna at this time, imagined that the 
attack on Pelishat was a mere demonstration, and that the main 
attack would be made upon the 4th Eoumanian Division, which 
was upon the road from Plevna to Xikopolis, or upon the right 
of the IX. Corps ; he therefore made no change in the disposi- 
tions of his troops imtil the capture of the Pelishat lunette and 
the appearance of a dense line of Turks all along the ridge 
behind it convinced him that the main attack was to be in this 
neighborhood. He then (about 9 a. m.) gave the following 
orders: 

a. One brigade of IX. Corps to move forward along the 
high-road toward Plevna and take the Turks in flank ; 

5. Three regiments of IX. Corps to move to a point about 
two miles north of Poradim, and remain there in reserve ready 
to move according to further orders ; 

c. The Eoumanian division to concentrate at Kalysovat ; 

cL The 61st Eegiment, which was on the march from Zim- 
nitza and had bivouacked at Karagatch, to move forward at once, 
to Poradim. 

The Turks meanwhile had been driven out of the Pelishat 
lunette by the 62d Eegiment, but had, retaken it; and while 
their artillery kept up a steady, fire upon: the Enssian line, they 
were preparing their infantry for the assault. :. At 1 p. m, they 
moved forward to the attack across the open ground just west 

^ One b-ittarion of tMs regiment was in front of Lovtcha. 
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of tlie two villages. Their assaults were directed upon' three 
.points, viz., Pelisliat, the trenches south of Zgalevitza, and the 
trenches west . of that village. The column advancing on .Pe- 
lishat was received by the concentrated fire of 36 guns in front, 
and its fi.ank Avas threatened by 6 squadrons of cavalry ; it did 
not reach the village, and after about an hour it was wholly 
withdrawn. Around Zgalevitza, however, a very hot fight raged 
for the next three hours ; at one time the Turks had possession 
of a battery and some trenches on the south of the village, but 
they were driven out by the 120th Eegiment, which arrived 
from the reserve at Poradim. Soon after they got possession 
of the trenches north of the village, hut here they were again 
driven out. They then (about 3 p. m.) renewed their attacks 
upon both these positions, but were repulsed j and they then 
definitely retired behind the ridge vrhere their artillery was 
posted. The Russians who followed them were arrested by a 
third attack made with the Turkish reserves. This fighting 
about Zgalevitza was remarkable for its duration and for the 
close cpiarters at which it was canned on. Several hundred of 
the Turkish dead lay in and on both sides of the Russian 
trenches. 

About 4:30 p. m. the Turks had regained the ridge, and then, 
opening a steady fire with their artillery, they began to retreat 
toward Plevna. The Russians made an. effort to follow them, 
but soon gave it up on account of the fatigue of the trcKips, and 
because they had but two regiments of fresh troops available. 
The Turks therefore withdrew without molestation to the sheP 
ter of their w^orks at Plevna. The Russian losses were : 

Officers. Men, 

S ■■ . 171 ■ 

27 '■,708 

.66 ‘ 

80 , , , , 945 

Besides' carrying off a large number of their dead 'and all 
their, wmunded, the Turks left 400 dead on the field. , They 
« advanced, over, open ground, and, one of their columns', jiis,t be- 
fore, reacliiiig; Zgalevitza ..got into the ravine just southwest of 
the village, where it was subjected to a, cross-fire ,and was, very 
badly, cut' up. Their losses were estimated at, 3,000 in ,all, and 
it. is probable that ,they were little if any under that number. 


Killed . . . 
Wounded 
Missing.. , 
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Wlmt purpose Osman had. in making this attack has never 
been made clear. It was too strong for a reconnaissance and too 
weak for a serious attack, being made with about 25,000 men 
out of the 50,000 or 60,000 which he then had at Plevna.. What- 
ever its object, it accomplished nothing beyond the loss of 1,000 
Enssians and 3,000 Turks. The Eussians continued undisturbed 
their preparations for their great ejEFort against Plevna. Their 
plan was to first gain possession of Lovtcha, and then close in 
around Plevna with their 100,000 men, and attack it from the 
north, east, and south. 

Lovtcha is the principal village upon the high-road leading 
from Plevna to Gahrova and the Shipka Pass, and from it also 
there are smaller roads leading over the Balkans by the Trojan 
Pass to PhilippopoKs, and by Mikren to Tablanitza on the Plevna- 
Sopliia high-road. It was therefore a point of considerable 
strategic importance, Plevna and Lovtcha having the same value 
for the defense of the right flank as Biela and Tirnova for that 
of the left flank, in the Eussian advance. 

On the 17th of July, while Gourko was advancing through 
the valley of the Timdja toward Shipka, and a detachment of the 
VIII. Corps, as will be remembered, was operating on the north 
of that pass, 6 sotnias of Cossacks belonging to this latter detach- 
ment advanced east from Selvi, and had a skirmish with several 
hundred bashi-bozouks, whom they defeated and drove beyond 
Lovtcha. The town was thus occupied by a small force of 
cavalry, but there were no infantry troops available to send to 
their relief in order to occupy the place in force ; and a few days 
later (about July 25th) the Cossacks were driven out by a strong 
detachment of Turks under Adil Pasha, which arrived from 
Sophia. 

Immediately after the defeat at Plevna on the 30th of July, 
Skobeleff was ordered to Selvi with the Caucasian Brigade of 
Cossacks, and there received in addition one regiment and part 
' of another from the newly arrived lY. Corps. With this com- 
mand (5 battalions, 10 squadinns, and 2 horse batteries) he made 
a reconnaissance in force against Lovtcha on the 6th of August. 
He conducted this^ with so much boldness and skill that he caused 
the Turks to develop their whole strength, and meanwhile gained 
time for his topographers to make a very accurate sketch of the 
whole' of the Turkish position. He found that the Turkish force 
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consisted of about ISjOOO men and 25 guns^ besides tbe usual 
bands of basM-bozonks ; that tbeir position, was fortified by a 
redoubt and some batteries on the left (west) bank of the' Osiimj 
by 4 batteries on the right bank, and several lines of trenches in 
front of each, but that their whole position was commanded by a 
ridge rnnning across the Selvi road about 4 miles east of the 
village. Skobeleff, having accomplished his object, with a loss 
of one ortwolmiidred men, retired behind this ridge, and thence 
to the village of Kalaina, 10 miles east of Lovteha. 

Lovtcha is about 20 miles from Plevna by the high-road, htit 
between the right of the Turkish position at one point and the 
left of that of the other the distance is only 12 miles over a good 
road. Lovtcha was therefore only the right flank — much ex- 
tended — of the position at Plevna; and the Eussians planned to 
first strike this flank and destroy it, or at least separate it wholly 
from the main force, and then proceed to the attack of this latter 
at Plevna. For this purpose troops had been sent to Selvi as 
already explained, and the command of the forces in that neigh- 
borhood confided to Major-General Prince Imeretinsky. On the 
1st of September this officer had under his orders : a, the detach- 
ment of Skoheleff (64th Eegiment, 1 battalion 118th Eegiment, 
1 battery of 16th Division, Brigade of Caucasian Cossacks, and 

1 battery of Don Cossack Artillery) ; 5, the 2d Division, with 
its 6 batteries of artillery ; <?, the 2d Brigade 3d Divi,sio'n, with 
S batteries; the 3d Eifle Brigade; and the 3()tli Don Cos- 
sacks — ^in all, 26 battalions, or 20,000 men, with .80 guns, besides 
the Cossacks and their artillery. On the same day he began to 
advance, sending Skoheleff ’s detachment from Kakrina to the 
heights east of the town, the 2d Brigade 2d Division to Kakrina, 
the Don Cossacks off on the left flank to observe the Trojan 
road, and the Caucasian Cossacks on the extreme right to observe 
the Plevna road. During the night he began the march with 
the rest of his troops toward Lovtcha. (See Plate 15.) 

Skobeleff arrived at the foot of the ridge east of the town at 

2 p. M. (September Ist), and drove the Turks out of that portion 
.of it on the north of the road, which they were occupying with 
only a small force. During the 'ni.ght Skobeleff worked hard at 
'intrenching Ms own position and constructing epaulments for 24 
guns, in wMch he placed the 8 guns which he'had withliiin. 
The next morning (September 2d) Skobeleff opened fire at day- 
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liglit with tliese guns upon the Turkish battery on the ridge 
south, of the road, by which he compelled the Turks to eyaeiiate 
this latter during the afternoon. Skobeleff immediately occupied 
it with the 64:th Eegiment and again worked all night intrench- 
ing his new position and throwing up epanlments for 32.gims, 
The result of Skobeleff’s efiorts was that, when Imeretinsky 
arrived with the bulk of the troops at the foot of the ridge on 
the evening of September My he had already gained possession 
of the dominating ridge east of the town, and had epanlments 
all ready for 66 guns, 24 on the ridge north of the road and 82 
on the south. During the night the guns %vere dragged up into 
these positions by the infantry. 

On the same day General Dobrovolsky, commanding the 3d 
Rifle Brigade, which formed the right of the line, drove the 
Turkish pickets out of Prissiaka, and thus came into position on 
a line with the ridge. 

On the morning of September 3d, at 5 o’clock, the Russians 
opened fire with the 56 pieces established along the heights east 
of the town, and a short time after with 12 additional pieces (4 of 
which were siege guns captured at Nikopolis) on the hill just 
south of Prissiaka. 

The line of the Turkish position was along a series of hills 
Just east of the Osma river, the principal and commanding point 
of which was at its southern extremity, which the Russians called 
the Red Hill ” ; in this line they had batteries containing about 
12 guns and a series of lines of intrenchments. Their second 
line was on a hill behind (west of) the town, where they had a 
closed redoubt, some batteries containing 10 or 12 guns, and also 
several lines of trenches. 

Besides the guns in position on the ridge, the Russians had 
16 guns in reserve ; their infantry was massed behind the ridge, 
the troops on the left under command of General Skobeleft^ those 
on. the right under command of General Dobrovolsky. The: 
plan of attack was to bombard the Turkish positions for several 
hours, then attack the Red Hill, and subsequently the trenches 
to the north of' it. But at. 8-a. M.'the Turks took the offensive in 
the vicinity of Prissiaka, and' this compelled General Dobrovolsky 
to attack the northern end of these hills ■ with the 3d- Rifle 
Brigade, supported by the Yth Regiment ; he dislodged the Turks 
anddrove them across the Osma.. ■ 
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After about eiglit liours of cannonading tlie Tnrkisbbatteries 
were neaiiy all reduced to silence, and the order was given 
(2 p. M*) for Skobeleif to attack the Eed Hill. This he did with 
the 64th Eegiment, supported by the 11th at the same time .the 
1st Brigade 2d Division (5th and 6th Regiments) advanced to 
the attack of the hills to the north of the Red Hill. The 
artillery fire had been so well directed that the Turkish lines 
had been very mnch injured, and they made hut a feeble resist- 
ance. The whole of their first line east of the Osma was carried 
by 3 o’clock. 

Placing two batteries (16 guns) on the Red Hill to fire over 
the town against the redoubt on the hill behind it, Skobeleff 
followed the retreating Turks through the town, and posted his 
men in the gardens in the outskirts in front of the second position 
of the Turks. Skobeleff had the 64th and 1 hattalioii of the 
118th Regiment, the 11th, and the 7th and 8th Regiments 
(2d Brigade 2d Division) ; the 5th and 6th Regiments (1st 
Brigade 2d Division) were on the edge of the river to the north 
of the town; the Rifle Brigade was on the right; and the 
remaining regiment (Ho. 12) was in reserve. 

Besides the two batteries on the Red Hill, two more were 
established on the high-road Just beyond the town, "While the 
troops were resting to regain their breath and strength, these 
four batteries kept up a continuous fire upon the redoubt. At 
5:30 M., the attack having been sufficiently prepared by the 

artillery, the whole line moved forward, Skobeleff from the 
town and the 1st Brigade 2d Division by fording the river, 
while the Rifle Brigade on the extreme right advanced in the 
direction of the Plevna road. The Turks withdrew all their 
artillery, and escaped with it by the Mikren road; but their 
infantry kept up a veiy hot fire, inflicting considerable losses on 
the Russians. The latter continued to advance, liowever, and 
soon: .the . Turics . abandoned all their trenches, and nothing 
reiim.iiied but, the main redoubt, which, although siirroimded 
on three sides, kept, up its fire, to the very last. It was finally 
carried: about. 7 i\ m. in the midst of a hand-to-hand struggle, in 
which all its. defenders perished. At the close of the fight the 
bodies of the dead and wounded- Russians and Turks together 
lay piled up ..in, a mass six feet deep around the gorge of the 

'■WGlk« , ", ■ 
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Eiissians were tinis. masters of the whole positioiij the 
Turks retreating in scattered hands, which assembled on the 
road toward Mikren. In view of the necessity of his coopera- 
tion in the attack on Plevna, Imeretinsky could not follow them 
with his infantry, but he sent the brigade of Caucasian 
Cossacks (which had been observing the Plevna road all day), and 
they cut down about 3,000 of the fugitives on the road. 

Late in the night word was received from the headquar- 
ters of the IV. Corps that their pickets at Bogot had seen a strong 
column advancing from Plevna along the road to Lovtcha. 
Nothing was heard of it that evening, but the next morning 
Skobeleff moved out on the Plevna road with an advance 
guard, and soon began skirmishing with this column, which was 
apparently making a turning movement round toward the 
Eussian left, Imeretinsky disposed his whole force to meet 
this, but after some skirmishing the Turks began moving off in 
the direction of Mikren. Imeretinsky did not follow them, 
owing to the fatigue of his troops and the necessity of arriving 
at Plevna. Letting his troops rest during the remainder of this 
day (September 4th), Imeretinsky marched the next morning by 
the Plevna high-road toward Bogot, where he arrived in the 
evening. He left the 2d Brigade 3d Division as a garrison 
for the works at Lovtcha, and brought the rest of his troops to 
Bogot. 


The losses of the Eussians were : 




Officers. 

Men. 

KiUed 

6 

813 

Wounded. 

83 

1,112 

Missing 


62 

Total.,... 




The losses of the Turks were very great. There were 1,000 
buried on the 4th, and 1,200 more after the departure of 
Imeretinsky; 3,000 were cut down by the Cossacks during their 
retreat. Very few prisoners were taken, and the number of 
Turkish wounded does not appear to have been very large. In 
short Adil Pasha’s detachment of 15,000 men was not only 
defeated, but it was cut to pieces ; it made no attempt to retake 
Lovtcha, and was not again heard, of until the month of November, 
when the , Eussians began moving toward Tetevan and the 
Trojan Pass. 
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■ On the same day that the battle of LoTtcIia took placcj 
Prince Charles of Eonmania, to whom had, been assigned the 
command ,of the allied troops in front of' Plevna (with General 
Zotof as Chief of Staff), arrived at Poradim and took command, 
and on the same date the orders were issued for the concentra- 
tion of the troops. This took place the following day (Septem- 
ber 4th), the Eonmanians between Bryslan and Eiben, the IX. 
Corps at Zgaievitza, and the IV. Corps at Pelishat. (Plate 8.) 
September 5th was passed in the same positions, and on that 
evening, Imeretinsky’s detachment having arrived at Bogot, the 
troops were all assembled. On the night of the Btli-T th they moved 
forward to their positions in front of the Turkish redoubts. 

General Levitzsky, Assistant Chief of Staff of the whole army, 
was temporarily at Prince Charles’s headc|uarters, bearing the 
dispatches and explaining the plans and wishes of the Com- 
mander-in-Cliief. The latter moved his headcpiarters from 
Gomi-Studen to Poradim on the 7th, and finally on the same 
dly the Emperor of Eiissia and his suite also came to the 
village of Eadenitza, from which they could drive every 
morning to the field. Eveiy one knew that this was to be the 
great struggle, and, if successful, it would probably lead to the 
complete defeat of the Turks throughout the whole theatre of 
war. Let us therefore- examine in detail the relative forces of 
the two combatants, and the nature of the position which the 
Eussians were planning to assault. 

The troops composing the Eight Wing” of the Eussian 
Army were as follows : 



INFANTKT. 

c;av,ai,ry. 


Battal- 

ions. 

<« ims. 

Stjimd- 

roiw. 

Guns. 

Boumsnians, General Ceraat 

42 

103 ■ 
S3 

86 

18 
'■ 12 
,12 


21 

1,6 

16 

IV- C/Orps, General KrylofT 

24 

90 

S 1' Oeneral Imeretinsky. 

12 

43 

24 

8a Bine Brigade, 'f 

Brigade of Caucasian Cossacks,.. 

' 4 ! 

12' 

*6 

Brigade of I)oa Cossacks C21st and 26t1i Regiments) 



!• ,12. 

' 6 ' 





Total 

1 108 

364 

: ' va"” j 

— 


' * One regimeiiti of .KriideBcr’s corps,. Ho. . 19, wliicli fiad lost al! its baggage m -tlie 
figM of, Joly 20tb, was at Hikopolis refitting; and one battery of tis corps was also 
there. A portion of liis artillery bad also been at Lovtcba, bat It was returned 
before the. assault of the 11 tb. 

' f Imeretinsky brought with him from Lovtcba the three batteries belonging to 
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Tie normal strength of tlie infantry of a Enssian army 
corps is 24,000 men (1,000 men to a battalion), but tbe details 
for detached service, sickness, etc., keep the battalions as low as 
800 men when at tbeir fullest. These two corps, however 
(IV. and IX.), had done all the fighting at Mkopolis and at 
Plevna up to date, and had lost 13,000 men in killed and 
wounded. 

But this loss counted some of the lightly wounded who had 
subsequently recovered and joined their regiments ; and more- 
over, the losses had been partially replaced by reenforcements 
from the reserves in Eussia. To what extent these losses had 
been replaced I do not know; but on the 2d of September 
General Kriidener told me that his corps numbered 15,000 
present for duty, and the lY. Corps 17,000. The Eoumanian 
troops, as already stated, numbered 30,000. The 16 battalions 
under Prince Imeretinsky had only been engaged at Lovtcha, 
and their strength was fully 750 to the battalion, or 12,000 in 
all. This gives a total of 74,000 infantry. 

In the artillery, besides the 364 field guns (of which one half 
were 4.2-in, 9-pdrs, and the other half 3.4-in. 4-pdrs.), there were 
20 siege guns— 24-pdrs., 6 in. cal.— which arrived at Poradim 
from Zimnitza on the 4th of September ; and also the 4 Turkish 
siege guns (probably 12-pdrs.) taken from among those captured 
at Xikopolis, and which were now with Imeretinsky’s troops. 
The number of men in the artillery was about 8,000. With 
this heavy artillery came 3 battalions of sappers, about 2,500 
men. 

In the cavalry the squadrons may be taken as numbering 110 
men (their maximum strength is 150). This gives the total 
strength of the cavalry at 10,000 sahres. The 9 mounted bat- 
teries which accompanied them were served by about 1,800 
men. 

The force brought against Plevna therefore numbered over 
90,000 men, and was composed of 74,000 infantry, 10,000 cav- 
alry, 24 siege guns, 364 field guns, and 54 horse guns. 

As for the Turkish' Army, the only means of arriving at a 
knowledge of its strength is by computing backward as follows : 


the brigade of the Sd Division which remained as the garrison of that place. These 
are the 24 guns credited to the 3d Rifle Brigade above. 
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Surrendered Beceniber 10th, mcluding 2,128 nfficers 39,000 

Killed and wounded December 10th 4,000 

Sick and wounded found in the towm December lOtli. 20,000 
Killed between September Ist and December 9 th (estimated) ..... 6,000 

Total 68,000 

From this must be subtracted the reenforcements which entered 

Plevna September 22d 12,000 

Strength of Osman Pasha’s Army September 1st. ....... 56,000 


A small number of tbe wounded of September lltb were 
transported back to Orkbanie, but tlie great majority of them 
remained at Plevna, and died there or were found in the town 
at the surrender. ITo account is here taken of the prisoners or 
killed and wounded at Gorni-Dubrik and Telis, since these 
troops (although part of the garrison of •Pleyiia) only arrived 
in October. On the other hand, there were a few regiments of 
regular cavalry and several hundred bashhhozoiiks present in 
September, who were sent away in the early part of October. 
At the surrender, 77 field guns were delivered over, and a few 
were afteiward found buried in the ground; but the Tmks 
were at all times deficient in their artillery, and it is not proba- 
ble* that Osinaii had over 80 pieces. This was also the estimate 
at the time of the battle in September. 

The Turkish Army therefore numbered about 60,000 men, 
viz., 56,000' infantry and 2,500 cavalry, and 80 guns. 

Plevna itself is a little town of 6,000 or 7,000 inhabitants, 
lying in the midst of a series of hills whose crests are from. 200 to 
600 feet above the town. Its only military importance lies in 
the fact of its being the meeting jioint of roads from Widdin,' 
Sophia, Shipka, Biela, Zimnitza, and ISTikopolis. An army posted 
there wms.a vital .menace to the safety of the Eussian communi- 
cations', in any advance. 

. Osman' Pasha, having’ arrived from Widdin too late to pre- 
vent the. capture of Mkopolis, occupied Plevna and began 
throwing up intrenchments to strengthen Ms position in, case of 
an attack from the Eussians. ' He was attacked on the 20th of 
■July,. and ha%fing. repulsed his assailants he continued to fortify. 
Ms' position, constructing redoubts as well as trenches. Again 
attacked, by the'Eiissians on. the' 30th of July, and again having- 
beaten them back, .he co.ntinued. unremittingly the work upon his 
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defenses; not following any systematic plan for the fortification 
of the place against an attack from all sides (because he had not 
troops enough to occnpy the whole extent of the dominating 
ridge forming the rim of the little Plevna basin, nor time enongh 
to construct works upon so extended a front), but confining his 
efforts to the hills nearest the town on the north and east, since 
it was on these sides that the Eussians threatened him with the 
greatest force. At the time of which we are speaking (the first 
week in September) these works had already reached a develop- 
ment of 18 redoubts, supplemented by several lines of trenches. 
These works may be divided into three groups (Plate 16) : 

1. The Grivitza works, consisting of two redoubts situated 
2,000 yards northwest of the village of Grivitza, and a line of 
trenches and batteries running northwest along the Grivitza ridge 
to the Bukova creek. Beyond these was a large intrenched 
camp on the heights of Opanetz, overlooking the Yid, 

2. The middle group, consisting of 8 redoubts more or less 
perfectly connected with lines of trenches, on the knolls just 
east of the town of Plevna. 

3. The Krishin group, consisting of the Krishin redoubt 
on a commanding point 3,000 yards southwest of the town, a 
redoubt half way between it and the town, and two redoubts 
connected by a strong trench just outside of the town, com- 
manding the approach by the Lovtcha road. 

The Grivitza redoubt was the key of the position on the 
north, and the Krishin redoubt that on the south; for both of 
these works were on points commanding the entire country for 
a range of 3,000 yards on all sides. The middle group, on the 
contrary, was on a lower level, and was commanded by the Gri- 
vitza ridge on the north and the Eadischevo ridge on the south. 
This latter had not yet been fortified by the Turks, for lack of 
time. 

The orders for the advance of September 6th were as fol- 
lows: 

1. The IX. ■ Corps, from Zgalevitza-, to the vicinity of Gri- 
vitza, to take position between the high-road and the Eadischevo 
heights, and to establish the 20 siege gnns in two batteries. 

2. The lY. Corps, from PeHshat to Eadischevo, to establish 
its 9-pdr. batteries on the ridge in front of the latter place, 

-;3.' Imeretinsky’s detachment from Bogot to/Tutchenitza. 
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4* Koixmanians — 4rth Division, from Verbitza to the vicinity 
of Gnvitza' on the north of the high-road; 3d Division.. and 
reserve^ to Terbitza ; cavalry between Verbitza and. Eiben. 

5. The 9th Cavalry Division, on the high-road in rear of the 
IX. Corps and 4th Bonmanian Division. 

6. The 4th Cavalry Division, Brigade Caucasian Cossacks, 
Brigade Don Cossacks, on left flank of IT. Corps. 

7. ' G-eneml reserve (2d Brigade 30th Division, Eegiment No. 
20 of 5th Division, three 4-pdr. batteries, 4th and 9th Hnssars, 
and 1 horse battery), in rear of the left flank of the IX. Corps. 

8. Ammnnition. Flying Park of IX. Corps at Zgalevitza, 
of IV. Corps between Tutchenitza and Bogot. Eeserve Park of 
IX. Corps at Bnlgareni, of IV. Corps at Leschan. Baggage of 
IX. Corps at Karagatch, of IV. Corps at Poradim. 

9. Field Hospitals. Of IX. Corps at the “ three wells’’ on 
the Zgalevitza road (2 miles in rear of batteries) ; of IV. Corps 
at Tutchenitza ; of Eoumanians at Verhitza. As many country 
carts as possible to be collected. 

10. The men to take three days’ rations (2 lbs. cooked meat 
and 4 lbs. biscuit) in their haversacks ; to take their overcoats 
slung over the shoulder; to leave their knapsacks and shelter- 
tents in their bivouacs, under guard of small detachments' formed 
of men fit for li.ght duty. 

The ' troops were all under way at dark on the evening of 
the 6th. The men in Kriidener’s corps earned on their shoul- 
dere fascines, gabions, and hewn logs for platforms for the siege 
guns. Two regiments were thrown forward nearly to Grivitza, 
to cover the construction of the batteries ; but the Turks discov- 
ered nothing, and not a shot was- fired all night. The construc- 
tion of the batteries was begun at 9 o’clock and finished : at a 
few minutes past midnight, the infantry battalions , working 
under the direction of the sappers. The first siege battery, con- 
taining 8 guns,, was built at a point southeast of the Grivitza re- 
doubt and 4,300 yards from it ; the second siege battery, *12. guns, 
was on its left and rear and 6,200 yards from the redoubt. All the 
field artillery and the infantry. of the IX. Corps were massed 
in the valleys nearihese batteries, .the infantry with three regi- 
ments in the first line a little in advance of the batteries, one 
regiment' in reserve on the right' and two on the left; the 
, remaining regiment formed part of the general reserve..' 
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The IV. Corps also came into position during tlie niglitj 
placing 5 batteries (40 guns) of 9-pdrs. on tbe eastern part of tbe 
ridge in front of Eadischeyo. These batteries were due south 
of the Grivitza redoubt and 5,100 yards from it ; and they were 
2,700 yards from the nearest of the redoubts of the /^ middle 
group.” Of the inf antry of this corps, three regiments lay be- 
hind the batteries in the Eadischevo valley, three regiments 
formed the corps reserve placed about a mile back on the Ee- 
lishat road, and two regiments were in the general reserve. 

Imeretinsky on the morning of the 7th moved to the west 
of Tutchenitza, sending SkobeleflE with a small force to recon- 
noiter the position at Krishin. 

The Eoumanians brought four 9-pdr. batteries (24 guns) 
into action about 9 a.m. of that day, at a point 4,000 yards due 
east of the Giivitza redoubt. The infantry of the 4th Eouma- 
nian Division lay behind these batteries and on their right. 

September ^ih. 

At 6 A. M. the first shot was fired from the 8-gun siege bat- 
tery. Several Turks appeared immediately on the parapet of 
the Grivitza redoubt, and this shot seemed to be the first knowl- 
edge they had of the arrival of the Eussians ; it was not an- 
swered for half an hour. The cannonade then became general 
along the whole line. About 10 a. m. Krudener sent three 
9-pdr, batteries (24 guns) to take position on the hill south of 
the village of Grivitza, whence they opened fire on the Grivitza 
redoubt at 3,500 yards. The cannonade continued till after 
dark, the losses on the Eussian side (and probably on the Turk- 
ish also) being next to nothing. It will be noticed that the 
Eussians had 20 siege guns and 88 9-pdrs. in action— about one 
fourth of tiieir artillery- — at ranges from 2,700 to 5,200 yards. 
Most of their fire was concentrated on the Grivitza redoubt, a 
sq^uare earthwork with parapet 18 feet thick ; and the firing was 
reasonably accurate, a cloud of dirt being thrown up from the 
parapet every few minutes ; yet the 8 guns of this redoubt con- 
tinued to answer all day. 

■ During the afternoon Imeretinsky moved f rom^ Tutchenitza 
tO' the: vicinity of Brestovetz. 
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Sej^temher %tJh. 

' Tlie cannonade continued all day, 

, Tlie tliree batteries of tlie IX. Corps were reenforced by two 
more Batteries, and all moved forward to witliin 2,500 yards of 
tlie redoubts of tbe middle group,” to wliicli tliey confined 
their attention. 

A portion of the reserve batteries of the lY. Corps were 
brought into action farther to the left, on the Eadischevo ridge, 
against Eedoubt No. 10, at 1,800 yards. 

The Bd Koumanian Division advanced to the front of Yer- 
bitza and on the right of the Ith Eoumaiiian Division, and 
brought a portion of its batteries into action on the north of the 
Grivitza redoubt at 2,500 yards. 

General Loshkarieff, with the 9th Cavalry Division and four 
Eoiiinanian Cavalry Eegiments, was sent across the Yid at 
Riben, and thence to Dolni-Dubnik on the Sopliia Iiigli-road, to 
cut the eommuiiicatioiis of the Turks, and in case of their retreat 
to fall upon them. 

During the afternoon Skobeleff brought on an infantry en- 
gagement near the Lovtclia high-road, as will be siibseciuently 
explained. 

Toward evening the fire of the Grivitza redoubt began to 
gro’w very feeble. During the night the S guns of the first 
siege battery were moved over to the Radischevo ridge, whence 
they could play upon the redoubts of the middle group. 

Sejptemler 9^A. 

The cannonade continued without abatement, except ■ from 
the 12-siege-giin battery, wdiose ammunition w^.as .nearly ex- 
hausted. The Grivitza redoubt wm entirely silent. Noticing 
this, the Roumanians made a reconnaissance townard it, but were 
promptly beaten back by a murderous infantry lire. During 
the afteriioon there was a general movement of the lY. Corps 
to the left, along the Radischevo ridge, as far as the Tutclienitza 
ravine, and the 123d and IBlth Regiments were' brought from 
the right of . the IX. Corps to the .left, in order to keep up con- 
nection with the I Y. , Corps. The IX. ■ Corps Artillery was ad- 
vanced to within. 1,800 yards of the redoubts of the ‘^''middle 
group,” and increased , to 8 batteries in action. 
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Septemler lUh 

The cannonade continned as nsnal. During these four days 
of incessant artillery firing the Eussian losses were between 300 
and 400 ; those of the Turks are not known. The Grivitza 
redoubt was silent (as to its artillery only), and was more or less 
knocked out of shape. Eedoubt hTo. 1 of the central group was 
also considerably damaged. The rest of the Turkish works 
were but little injured, though from lack of ammunition their 
artillery ceased firing altogether. 

During the afternoon it began to rain, and during the night 
there was a succession of violent thunder-storms, in which an 
immense quantity of water fell, converting the ground every- 
where into a pasty black mud, and making it very difficult for 
the Eussians to bring up their ammunition. 

Sejptemher llth. 

Dense fogs and a cold drizzling rain remained over from the 
last night’s storm. The Turks attacked Skobeleff early in the 
morning, and there was fighting on the left flank all day. The 
artillery on the center and right fired but little during the morn- 
ing; but at noon, as the fog lifted a little, they opened with 
great fury, and kept it up until 3 p. m., when the assaults were 
made. 

Before describing these, it is necessary to explain the course 
of events on the left flank, beyond the Tutchenitza ravine. 

Imeretinsky on the 7th had taken position near Brestovetz, 
his advance-guard under Skobeleff (5th and 8th Eegiments, 9th 
and 10th Eifle Battalions, four 9-pdr. batteries, 4 siege guns, 
and the 21st and 26th Don Cossacks) being posted on the “ Eed 
Hill ” to the right and rear of the village of Brestovetz. From 
here on the 8th these batteries opened fire on the Erishin re- 
doubt at 4,000 yards. The rest of the detachment with Imere- 
tinsky was about If mile in rear toward Bogot. On the after- 
noon of the 8th Skobeleff moved forward with the 5th Eegi- 
ment '.supported by two battalions of the 8th, drove the Turkish 
: pickets out of the -woods on thefirst knoll of the ^(Green Hills,” 
and then attacked the second knoll, which was occupied by 
some battalions of Turks. A very warm ■ skirmish took place 
with these, but they soon retreated, and following them, Skobe- 
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leff , crossed tlie liigli-road and took tie ^HMrd knolP’ of tlie 
0reeii Ilillsj and was at 5 f.'M. only 1,500 yards , soiitli of tlie 
town of Plevna. Here, however, he came under the fire of the 
.KrisMn redoubt on his left, and the two redoubts near the 
town, which were quickly reenforced by Turkish reserves from 
Plevna. Skobeleff was driven back to the second knoll, where 
his own reserve (Eegiment Ho. 8) enabled him to halt and stop 
the Turks. Here he ' remained nntil some time during tlie 
night, when, receiving word that the general assaults which had 
originally been intended, for the- 9th had been postponed to ' a 
later day, he withdrew to the first knoll, and there intrenched 
himself. His losses during the 8tli were 900 men. At 5 a. m. 
on the 9th he was attacked in this position by the Turks, but 
drove them back with shrapnel; at 8 a. m. they renewed the 
attack with increased strength, and came within 60 yards of the 
trenches, but were again driven back. For the rest of the day 
the Turks left Skobeleff alone, and remained in tlieir own posi- 
tions on the second knoll. 

On the afternoon of the 9th Imeretinsky’s detachment, stood 
as follows : In the first line, nnder Skoheleff, the 2d Brigade 
2d Division, the 9tli and 10th Eifle Battalions, and 2 batteries 
of the 3d Division, posted from the “ first knoll” of the Q-reen 
Hills on the right to the ridge north of Brestovetz on tlieir left. 
Behind tlieni, on the Bed Hill, were the three 9-pdr. batteries 
(24 guns) of the 2d Division, which had been exelianging shots 
all day with the K.rishin redoubt. Behind these batteries were 
the 1st Brigade 2d Div,isioii, the other two Eifle Battalions, the 
three 4-pdr. batteries of the 2d Division and one 9-pdr. battery 
of the 3d Division. 

Up to this time Imeretinsky had had the general command 
of .all the troops on the left flank; Skobeleff, although of the 
saniC' rank, as himself (Major-General in the Emperor’s suite), 
was Junior to him in date. At Lovtcha Skobeleff liad an inde- 
pendent detachment at the time, of Imeretinsky ’s aiTival, but 
he was .then placed under the latter’s orders, and had so re- 
mained till now., ' Late in the night .of the 9th-10th Imeretin- 
sky, received an order fromQ-eneral Zotof, Chief of the Staff, 
dividing Ms troops into .two independent portions, assigning 
.Skobeleff to the command of the first and himself to the second, 
and,' stating that Skobeleff would attack., according .to iiistriic- 
■ 16 -. \. 
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tions wMcli iiad already been giyen Mm, and that lie (Imeretin- 
sky) support Skobeleff in Ms attack^ as well as protect 

tlie extreme left flank with Ms Cossacks. The effect of this 
was of course to give Skobeleff the entire control of the opera- 
tions on the left flank, and virtnally to relieve Imeretinsky from 
command. The order also stated that the 1st Brigade 16th 
Division won] d be sent at daylight to report to Skobeleff, taking 
the road from Eadischevo to Brestovetz, which crosses the Tut- 
chenitza ravine at the mill jnst behind the Green Hills. 

At daylight on the 10th Skobeleff sent the 8th Eegiment 
forward, and, almost without fighting, they seized the second 
knoll” and immediately fortified themselves there, the men 
using their copper soup-dishes, bayonets, and naked hands, as 
the supply of spades was very small. As soon as the 1st Brigade 
16tli Division anived, one regiment 'was placed on the “second 
knoll” and the other on the “ first knoll ” in reserve. On the 
“ second knoll,” therefore, from west of the high-road to the 
Tutchenitza Creek, there were 16 9-pounders in position, and the 
8th and 61st Eegiments on either side ; in reserve, the 7th and 
63d Eegiments and the 9th and lOth Eifie Battalions. Sixteen 
9-poiinders were sent to the east side of the Tutchenitza Creek, 
from which they could bring a cross-fire upon the “ third knoll ” 
at 2,500 yards’ range. Judging a further advance imprudent 
before the general attack, Skobeleff remained in this position all 
day. 

The Assaults of September 11th, 

During the evening of September 10th orders were issued 
for a general assault the next day at 3 p. m. The assaults were 
to be directed upon three principal points, the Grivitza redoubt, 
redoubt ISTo. 10 (2,000 yards southeast of the town), and upon 
the two redoubts on the Lovtcha road close to the town. The 
Eoiimanians and part of the IX. Corps were to make the 'first, 
a part of the IT. Corps the second, and Skobeleff’s detach- 
ment, the third, ' The 31st Division (IX. Corps) was to sup- 
port the line of batteries from Grivitza to Eadischevo, but was 
not to make an attack. . ; ' ' . 

The orders prescribed a cannonade along the whole line, to 
commence at daybreak and last till 8 a. m. ; then a pause till 11 
A.,M. ; then' a heavy cannonade till 1 p. m. ; then another pause 
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till 2:30 ,.p, M.; tlien to fire as rapidly as possible till 3 f. m.j 
wlieii tlie assaults, were to begin. In tlie' niorningj lioweverj 
tliere was, sneli a dense fog that it was hard to tell when day- 
light began, and impossible to see anything to aim at,, so that 
this elaborate artilleiy programme ’was somewhat disarranged. 
About 10 A. M. Skobeleff began to move Ms men forward to the 

third knoll,” since from there he conld more advantageously 
begin the assault upon the line of . redoubts in front of it ; but 
ill so doing he had some rather lively skirmishing, the noise of 
which came through the fog to'Eadischevo. At the same time 
the Turks in Redoubt ITo. 10, thinking perhaps to take' advan- 
tage of the fog, advanced with the idea of driving the 6f3d 
Regiment out of a very advantageous position which they occu- 
pied oil the extreme left of the Radischevo ridge and near the 
Tntelienit^a ravine. They were repulsed. The 63d Regiment 
tlien, in ignoran,ce or disregard of the general plan of assault, 
or perhaps from the fog and the unexpected firing on the left, 
thinking that the plan had been changed, or for wdiatever other 
reason, but without the order of the Division Commander, fol- 
lowed the retreating Turks; and as they soon became pretty 
hotly engaged, the 111th Regiment, wdiicli was nearest on their 
right, went to their aid. These two regiments pressed on in 
the fog and gained the line of trenches rumiing from the re- 
doubt to tlie Tiitchenitza Creek. They then got a terrible fire 
on their right flank and front from the redoubt, and from some 
troops ill the open to the west of it. The two regiments fell 
back to their positions on the Radischevo ridge. Their adven- 
ture cost them dear, for they lost one half of their men and over 
two thirds of their officers, and, worse than all, it put these two 
regiments practically out of the fight for the rest of the day. 
The programme of the attack was therefore still more discon- 
certed. 

. About, noon the fog began to rise, so that the' redoubts were 
visible, urid then a cannonade opened and kept up furiously till 
about 2. :,p. M., when it slackened down agai,n. By the lifting of 
the fog Skobelefi^s position became very critical, for there was 
but little cover for his men, and they were exposed not only to 
the. fire of the work,8 in front, but also to that. of the KrisMn 
redoubt on his left flank. He called upon Iiiiereti.nsky for 
reeiifGrcement.s, .which were 'sent to Mm in succession until the 
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latter Had not a battalion left under Ms orders, and at the same 
time sent to Zotof for permission to attack -witHoiit waiting till 
3 o’clock ; liis position was an excellent one for beginning Ms 
assault, but not one in wMcH he conld remain still ; the permis- 
sion was granted, bnt it did not reach Skobeleff till 2:30 n. m. 

Abont 3 o’clock the artillery recommenced a tremendous 
thundering on all sides (there were over 250 guns in position), 
and the infantry began to move forward to the assault. There 
was a cold dxizzling rain at the time, in which the immense 
quantity of smoke hung low, but was occasionally blown ofi by 
the wind ; objects could be fairly well seen. 

Let us follow the assaults in succession : 

■* 

1. Grimtza Bedoubt 

This was to be attacked in four columns, as follows: The 
3d Eoumanian Division, which was under shelter in the ravine 
on the north, with its batteries on the hill behind it, 2,800 
yards from the redoubt, was to send one brigade to approach 
through a little ravine on the northwest, and the other brigade 
on the northeast ; the 4th Eoumanian Division, whose batteries 
had gradually crept up to about 1,800 yards on the east of the 
redoubt, was to send one brigade along the ridge on the east 
and keep the other in reserve ; the 1st Brigade 5th Division 
(Eussians), which was in the valley south of Grivitza, was to 
advance with two 4-pdr. batteries from the south. 

The Koumanians began to move forward at a few minutes 
past three. Column No. 1 did not get anywhere near the Gri- 
vitza redoubt ; what had been thought to be a mere auxiliary 
line of trench was found to be a second redoubt 400 yards north 
of the main one, and equal to it in size and construction. The 
approaches on the north were very steep and difficult, and when 
the Eoumanians came within about 80 yards of it they were 
driven back, and retreated to a secondary ridge about 700 yards 
to the north, and there intrenched themselves. Column No. : 2 
was delayed in climbing the slope, but column No. 8, having 
only an open space of 1,800 to 2,000 yards to pass over, came 
against the redoubt by half past 3 o’clock ; but it was alone of 
all the columns, and was driven back and sought refuge in^ the 
slopes ' ■ between .' the redoubt and the village. , Column No. 2 
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tlien made its appearaiice from tlie northeast, but, advancing 
alone, was in turn driven back, 4 to 4:30 p. m. 

Mean wliile the Eussian brigade did not pass tliroiigli Grivitza 
.until 4 p. M. ; it tlieii deployed on tlie west of the village and 
advanced up the slope northward toward the redoubt, the 17th 
Eegiiiieiit in the lead, followed by the 18th, which inclined 
a little to the left. The two 4-pdr. batteries were brought into 
action against the . trenches on the west and southwest of the 
redoubt, which were delivering a fire on the left flank of the 
brigade as it advanced. These two regiments worked their way 
slowly up the hill, being much annoyed by the fire on the left, 
against which finally a part of the 18th Eegiinent advanced and 
gained possession of a portion of the trenches in that direction. 
Thus assisted, the leading battalion of the 17th Begiment made 
a rush for the redoubt on the south, at the same time that a 
portion of the brigade of tlie 4th Eoumanian Division which 
had been kept in reserve made a desperate attempt on the east. 
They were successful, and the troops entered from the two sides 
about the same time, the commander of the 17th Eegiinent, as 
well as that of the Eoumanian brigade, being both killed within 
a short distance from the parapet. But the Turks kept up a 
terrible fire from the second redoubt, only a few himdred yards 
off, and from the trenches on the left ; and after a half hour 
they assaulted the allies, and in turn drove them out. It was 
now growing dark, and a confused fight was kept up at short 
range and partly hand-to-hand until about 7:30 p. m., when the 
arrival of the other battalions of the 17th Eegiinent, as wel as 
a small reeiiforcement of Eoumanians, finally decided the clay 
in favor of the allies. 

: Their trophies were five gims and one flag. The terreplein 
of the redoubt as well as its ditch had a complete pavement of 
dead bodies. Some idea of the closeness of this fight may .be 
gathered from the fact that the Eoumanians had more men 
killed than wounded. Their losses were: 

Officers.. Men. 

. . . ■ 1 , 335 : 

41 . i.m 

.Total 66 2^611 

The Eussian brigade lost- 22 officers, and 1,305 men. . . 
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latter liad not a battalion left under Ms orders, and at the same 
time sent' to Zotof for permission to attack, without waiting ,tiE 
3 o’clock ; his position was an excellent one for beginning Ms 
assault, but not one in which he could remain still ; the permis- 
sion was granted, but it did not reach Skobelejl tiU 2:30 p. m. 

About 3 o’clock the artillery recommenced a tremendous 
thundering on all sides (there were over 250 guns in position), 
and the infantry began to move forward to the assault. There 
was a cold drizzling rain at the time, in which the immense 
quantity of smoke hung low, but was occasionally blown off by 
the wind ; objects could be fairly well seen. 

Let us follow the assaults in succession : 

1. GrivUza Bedoult 

This was to be attacked in four columns, as follows: The 
3d Eoumanian Division, which was under shelter in the ravine 
on the north, with its batteries on the HU behind it, 2,800 
yards from the redoubt, was to send one brigade to approach 
through a little ravine on the northwest, and the other brigade 
on the northeast ; the 4th Roumanian Division, whose batteries 
had gradually crept up to about 1,800 yards on the east of the 
redoubt, was to send one brigade along the ridge on the east 
and keep the other in reserve ; the 1st Brigade 5th Division 
(Russians), which was in the valley south of Grivitza, was to 
advance with two 4-pdr. batteries from the south. 

The Roumaiiians began to move forward at a few minutes 
past three. Column No. 1 did not get anywhere near the Gri- 
vitza redoubt ; what had been thought to be a mere auxiliary 
line of trench was found to be a second redoubt 400 yards north 
of the main one, and equal to it in size and construction. The 
approaches on the north were very steep and difficult, and when 
the Roumanians came within about 80 yards of it they were 
driven hack, and retreated to a secondary ridge about 700 . yards 
to the north, and there , intrenched themselves. Column No. 2 
was delayed, in climbing the slope, but column No. 3, having 
only an open space of . 1,800 to 2,000 yards to pass over, came 
against the redoubt by half' past 3 o’clock , but it was alone of 
aU the columns, and was driven back and sought refuge in the 
.slopes' between the redoubt and the village. , Column No.; 2 
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.tliea inacie its appearance from the northeasty bnt^ advancing 
alone, was in turn driven back, 4 to 4:30' p. m. ■ 

Meanwliile the Kiissian brigade did not pass through Grivitza 
until 4 p. m.; it then deployed on the west of the village and 
advanced up the slope northward toward the redoubt, the l^th 
Regiment in the lead, followed by the 18th, which inclined 
a little to the left. The two 4-pdr. batteries were brought into 
action against the trenches on the west and southwest of the 
redoubt, which were delivering a fire on the left flank of the 
brigade as it advanced. These- two regiments worked their way 
slowly up the hill, being much annoyed by the fire on the left, 
against which finally a part of the 18th Regiment advanced and 
gained possession of a portion of the trenches in that direction. 
Thus assisted, the leading battalion of the I’Tth Regiment made 
a rush for the redoubt on the south, at the same time that a 
portion of the brigade of the 4th Roumanian Division which 
had been kept in reserve made a desperate attempt on the east. 
They were successful, and the troops entered from the two sides 
about the same time, the commander of .the 17th Regiment, as 
well as that of the Roumanian brigade, being both killed within 
a short distance from the parapet. But the Turks kept up a 
terrihle fire from the second redoubt, only a few hundred yards 
off, and from the trenches on the left; and after a half hour 
they assaulted the allies, and in turn drove them out. It was 
now growing dark, and a confused fight was kept up at short 
range and partly hand-to-hand nntil about 7:30 p. m., when the 
arrival of the other battalions of the 17th Regiment, as well as 
a small reenforcement of Roumanians, finally decided the day, 
in favor of the allies. 

■ , Their trophies were five guns and one flag. The terreplein 
of the redoubt as well as its ditch bad a complete - pavement of 
dead bodies. Some idea of the closeness -of this fight may, be 
gathered from, the ,fact that, the Roumanians had more,. men 
killed than wounded. Their losses were : 

Officers., Maxi. 

. :KiHed. 15 -• 'IjSSS , , 

, , . Wouncled, 41 .. . 

Total m ■ ■ 2,511 . 

' The Russian, brigade lost 23 officers' and, 1,305 men. 
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The total force which had been brought into action num- 
bered about 25,000 men. 

During the night the Turks made three successive sallies 
from the second redoubt and from the trenches, but they were 
each time driven back. 

2. RedouU No, 10. 

The unfortunate misstep which had been made by the 
63d and llYth Regiments in this part of the field just before 
noon was barely over, and these troops, somewhat disorganized, 
back in their positions on the left of the Eaclischevo ridge, by 
2 p. M, Desultory picket-firing followed. General Schnid- 
nikoff, chief of the 80th Division, who commanded this part 
of the line, was anxious to carry out his part of the assault at 
the hour specified, 3 p. m., and at that hour his two remaining 
regiments, ISTos. 64 and 118, were moved forward. Foui* bat- 
teries of the IV. Coi’ps were posted on the left of the ridge, and 
were doing their utmost against the redoubt. The 64th and 
118th Regiments passed on the right of these batteries down 
the ridge, and into a little valley wdiere they found shelter ; 
then turning by the left flank, they advanced westward against 
the redoubt. This was at 4 p. m. The fire became hotter and 
hotter as they neared the redoubt, but still they kept on. Just 
then appeared the head of a column of reenforcemeuts for the 
Turks, taken either from the reserves in the tovTi or from 
redoubts Y, 8, and 9 ; they came up the slope and deployed on 
the left (northeast) flank of the redoubt, and fought there in the 
open. The Russians, however, still moved on, and at 4:30 p. m. 
disappeared in the smoke overhanging the ditch, their right 
flank slightly refused on account of the Turkish reenforcements 
which had just arrived there. For about three minutes the 
affair hung in the balance ; then the Russians began falling back 
^ somewhat hurriedly. The Turks then- streamed out of the east- 
ern angle 'of the redoubt, and joining their comrades, began to 
follow the Russians at a run; thereupon two battalions stopped, 
faced about and lay down at about 200 yards from the redoubt, 
and opened the hottest possible fire. The Turkish pursuit was 
at once arrested, and the Turks 'retreated pell-mell, into their 
redoubt again.' The Russians then continued their', retreat rap- 
idly, but: without any running' or. disorder, although they were.. 
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losing terribly under the murderous fire which the Turks kept 
up. from the redoubt. One battalion, which formed tbe only 
reserve of tliese two regiments, and which , had, during tlie half 
hour of their attack, been lying under cover in the little ravine 
1,200 yards east of the redoubt, was now brought forward ; but 
it was too late, and one battalion was a mere drop in the bucket 
— it simply Joined in the retreat. The two regiments reached 
the shelter of the little ravine at 5 f. m. 

Ifeaiiwliile more or less firing had been going on between 
the left flank of the Eussian position (63d and 117th Regiiiieiits) 
and the trenches between the redoubt and the Tutchenitza creek, 
but no serious assault had been made there. At Schnidiiikoff ’s 
request, Zotof had ordered the 123d and 124th Reginieiits from, 
their position behind the batteries on the right of the Radisehevo 
ridge, to the extreme left of the ridge, to replace the 63d and 
117th, which had been so knocked to pieces during the morning. 
Of the general reserve, the 119th and 120th Reginie.iits were 
ordered to replace the 123d and 124th behind the batteries, and 
the 20tli as reserve to Schnidnikoff's line. The 123(1 and 124tli 
Regiments did not arrive on the left till about 5 o’clock, when 
the attack of the 64th and 118th was already repulsed. From 
5 to half past 5 o’clock there was a somewhat oppressive si,leiice 
over this part of the field; then the guns on the hill began 
working again, and very quickly there was also heard the mus- 
ketry of the , 123d andi . 124th. They advanced over tlie same 
ground as the 63d and 117th in the morning; the fire was veiy 
hot for about 20 or 25 minutes, but the men could not get nearer 
than 150 or 200 yards from the redoubt. In the darkness which 
was setting in about 6 o’clock they fell back to the Radisehevo 
ridge. The assault of Redoubt No. 10 was over — and had failed. 
The^ Russian losses were in all 110 oJBGicers and 5,200 men, nearly 
half of which were in the two regiments (63d and 117th) which 
had become engaged during . the morning. The dea,d and a 
large part of the. wounded were left on. the field. 

3. BedmUs m the Zovteha Moad, 

Skobeleff’s position during the night of the 10th~llth was' 
on the second knoll” of the G-reen Hills, 2,000 yards south 
of .the redoubts h,e was to attack; in front of him was a lit- 
tle ..valley, then the *^HMrd knoll,” -then another little valley. 



248 


THlg OAMFAIGH IN BULGAEIA. 


then the long sloping ridge^ extending from Plevna to the Kri- 
shin redonht, on which were the redoubts. The third knoll 
was occupied by the Turks only with a feeble skirmish line, and 
at 10 A. M. SkobelefiE advanced and drove them out of there in 
order to have this position in his own possession, from which to 
launch his troops to the assault during the afternoon. He occu- 
pied it without difficulty, but then he was greatly annoyed by 
the fire from the trenches on the slope in front of the redoubts, 
which, being something under 1,000 yards away, brought his 
men in easy range. Skobeleff sheltered his men as much as 
possible behind the crest of the hill, but still he was losing a 
good many men, not only in the first line, but in the reserve 
placed in the little valley between the two knolls. The Turk- 
ish fire meanwhile grew warmer and warmer, and about 2 p. m, 
a strong sldrmish line began advancing from their trenches up 
the slopes of the hill. The 62d Eegiment was sent forward to 
drive back these skirmishers, which they did ; there was then 
for nearly an hour a lull in the fight. 

Skobeleff ’s troops stood as follows : 

First line, behind the crest of the third knoll, 61st and 
62d Eegiments, with the 9th and 10th Eifle Battalions in re- 
serve; between the second and third knolls, Yth Eegiment, 
Second line, on the fortified position of the second knoll, 5th 
and 8th Eegiments and 24 guns. 

In reserve, between first and second knolls, 6th Eegiment 
and 11th and 12th Eifle Battalions. 

At 2:30 p. M. his batteries opened fire over the heads of the 
advanced line of troops, and at 3 p. m. he sent these latter for- 
ward to the assault. They went down the slope of the third 
knoll ill two lines of company columns, preceded by a strong 
line of skirmishers and with all the bands playing, cleared the 
Turks out of their rifle-pits at the foot of the slope, crossed the 
■ little stream, and began ■ ascending the hill. Here it got very 
•hot, and the men stopped advancing and began to lie down: and 
open fire upon the trenches connecting the two redoubts in front 
of them, about 200 yards off. Seeing the line begin to waver a 
Ittle, imtamt Skobeleff* sent forward the Ith Eegiment 

to their support, and , ordered up the 6th Eegiment and 11th 
and 12th Eifle Battalions to the reverse slope of the third 
knoll ; meanwhile the - artillery kept, up an incessant: fire over 
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tlie heads of the men. The arrival of the 7th 'Regiment gave 
new courage to the men 'already so hotly engaged^ and they 
made a ..renewed effort to advance up the slope, but found it 
impossible, and again they lay down and opened fire. But it 
was evident that they could not long remain in such a position, 
only 200 yards from the redoubts, the Turks behind trenches 
and the Russians in the open, and exposed not only to the infan- 
try fire in front, hnt to artillery fire on both flanks — on. the left 
from the Ivrisliin redoubt and on the right from the redoubts 
of the middle group.” The critical moment had therefore 
arrived, and Sboheleff sent forward the rest of his troops, vix., 
the 6th Regiment and the two remaining rifle battalions; and he 
himself, leaving the second knoll, whence he had been direct- 
ing the attack, rode forward rapidly, caught up the two rifle 
battalions, and went forward with them. He was well known 
to his men as being the only general ojfficer who always rode a 
white horse and wore a white coat in battle, and there is no 
doubt that his personal presence encouraged the men ; he had 
the good luck not to he hit, though nearly all his staff fell, and 
he entered (on foot, his horse being killed) the redoubt with his 
men. As these reenforcements came forward there was a tre- 
mendous entlmsiasni and huiTah ” among the men ; one more 
final effort was made to get up the slope ; the Turks were driven 
out of the trenches in front of the redoubt ; then for a few 
minutes, just as at Redoubt Ho,. 10, the affair hung in the b.al- 
ance, but here it ■ succeeded : the Turks began to weaken, a 
portion of the Russians entered the trenches between the two 
redoubts, then turned to the left, and finally at half-past 4 the 
middle redoubt was in the hands of the Russians. The ' Turks, 
still firing, retreated to a camp surrounded by a light trench 
about 600 yards in rear of the line of I’edoubts. 

The ^Eussians had lost 3,000 men in the assault, wMeh lasted 
little less than an hour. 

But the fi,ght did not now in the least abate. The middle 
.redoubt, which tlie Russians had taken, as well as the eastern 
one, w.Meh was still in the hands of .the Turks, were properly 
speaking not .redoubts at all,: since they 'were only Iniilt up on 
three sides; the front side of. each was simply an increased 
height to the. strong line of trench connecting, the two and 
extending to the west (left) of the middle, one ; the other, two 
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sides were properly mere traverses to this line ; and the fourth 
side*— -the rear — ^was wholly open and exposed to the fire from 
the trench of the camp only 600 yards off. The ground was 
hard and rockyj and there were no spades at hand for digging. 
While the Turks therefore kept np an incessant fire from this 
camp and from the eastern redonhtj which was still in their pos- 
sessioBj a force of one or two battalions sortied from the redoubt 
(No. 13 of plan) on the left of the Enssians, and advanced to 
the attack of the left flank. Seeing this. Colonel Kornpatkin, 
Chief of Staff to Skobeleff, and the only one of his staff not 
killed or wounded, took about 300 men and went forward to 
meet these Turks in the open. A desperate fight at short range 
took place, in which the Eussians lost the greater part of this 
little force, but drove the Turks back to their redoubt (No. 13). 
Just at this time some of the artillery which remained in front 
of Brestovetz increased their fire upon the Krishin redoubt 
from the other side, and a portion of the Cossacks on the left 
flank dismounted and advanced on foot against the same redoubt. 
This created a diversion upon the Eussian left flank, and re- 
lieved them for a time from further attacks in that quarter. 
Meanwhile a small force of a few hundred volunteers came out 
of the middle redoubt and made an effort to get into the east- 
ern one, hut they all or nearly all perished. Then Colonel 
Shestakoff, of Imeretinsky’s staff, came across the valley from 
the third laioll to the line of redoubts, with three companies 
of the 6th Eegiment and portions of the other regiments which 
had been left in reserve, and, picking up on the way the strag- 
glers and scattered detachments in the valley, made a force of 
about 1,000 or 1,200 men, with which he made a desperate effort 
against the front of the eastern redoubt, at the same time that a 
fresh lot of volunteers sortied from the middle redoubt against 
its flank. The attack succeeded, and at 6:30 p. m. the eastern 
redoubt w^as also in the hands of the Eussians. Soon afterward 
darkness set in, and the fight slackened down to desultory picket- 
firing, with an occasional shell from the Krishin redoubt, 

Skobeleff’s precarious position will be at once evident from 
'a glance at the detailed plan of Plevna. ■ (Plate 16.) He occupied, 
with the fltli, Yth, 61st, and 62d Eegiments, and the Eifle Brigade, 
the line of trench and redoubt shown on this plan just south- 
west of the town. Inhisfront, at 600 yards, was the intrenched 
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eamp.of .tlie Turks ; on kis left flank, at 800 yards, ..was Eedoubt 
Ho. 13 ; and on Ms left rear, at 2,300 yards, wm tlie Krisliin 
redoubt (Ho. 14). On Ms 'right flank, was the middle group ” 
of redoubts, and on his right rear was Eedonbt Ho. 10, wdiere 
the Eiissians had been repulsed during the afternoon. He was 
entered like a wedge into the midst of the Turkish lines, and on 
three sides of Mm were strong works against which either no 
attack had been made at all or the attack had failed. In Ms 
rear, at about 1,800 yards, were still the 24 9-pdrs. supported by 
two battalions of the 8th and two veiy w^eak battalions of the 
5tli Regiment, which had lost 700 men in the affair of Septem- 
ber 8th. The other battalion of the 8th was at Brestovetz, and 
that of the 5th Eegiiiient was keeping up coimeetion between 
the two portions of Ms command. If the Turks in the Krisliin 
redoubt were strong enough to come down upon his rear, there 
was a good chance that Ms whole force wmiild be lost. He sent 
word to Zotof explaining Ms position, and saying that it w’^as 
untenable unless he was strongly reenforced, at the same time 
that other reenforcements were sent against the Krisliin re- 
doubt ; saying also that he would hold on as long as he could, 
and asking for further instructions. 

Hot only was his position most critical, but his men were 
exhausted and their aniinunition was running very sliort. Sko- 
beleff was indefatigable. He posted himself the battalion of 
the 8th Regiment between the two positions, with one company 
facing east across the little ralley between the redoiibt-line 
and the third knoll, another company facing west toward the 
Krisliin redoubt, and the other three companies in the . center. 
Some, Cossacks wdio arrixed during the night he employed to 
bring up cartridges ; and Mmself personally visited the left flank 
of . the, redouht“li.ne and set the men to work with their bayo- 
nets, soup-dishes, and whatever they had, in throwing up a sort 
of traverse or trench against the fire from the Redoubt Ho. 13. 
Twice, .during the night' he was attacked, onco from Krisliin 
and once from the valley on the side of Plevna. ■ The troops 
making the latter attack were in the darkness mistaken for 
Russians, supposing that they might be a portion of the IT. 
Corps co,ming to their .aid from that- direction. T.he Turks thus 
.got within. 100 .yards .of the Russians before it was discovered, ; 
thelatter. fell Rack upon the three remaining companies of the 
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battalion (Stb Regiment), and then fired by volleys on tbe Tnrts, 
and tlins drove tliem back. Tliis was about midnight. About 
the same time arrived an aide-de-camp (Oolonel Orlofl:) of the 
Grand Duke, who liad been riding since 6 o’clock in the dark- 
ness and absence of roads (it was nearly fifteen miles round 
tbrongh the Russian lines from the Grand Duke’s headquarters 
to Skobeleff’s position); the critical condition of affairs was 
explained to him, and he returned to headquarters. A little 
before daybreak Skobeleff brought 4 9-pdrs. forward and estab- 
lished them in the middle redoubt, to open fire against Ifo. 13. 

The morning of the 12th of September dawned bright and 
clear, after forty hours of continuous rain and fog. At 6 o’clock 
the Tmks opened fire with their artillery from the redoubts 
surrounding SkobelefiPs position, and with musketry from the 
camp in his front ; and not long after aj)peared a strong column 
of infantry from the dheetion of the Krishin redoubt, which 
advanced to within 300 yards of the Russian position before it 
was arrested by their fire ; it then fell back to Redoubt No. 13. 
At 8 o’clock they made their second attack in the same direc- 
tion, but with no better success. Skobeleff had meanwhile 
brought up 8 4-f)drs. to the third knoll, which did good ser- 
vice with shrapnel against the advancing Turks. At 10:30 a. k. 
they made a third desperate assault, still upon the left flank of 
the Russian position ; it was repulsed, but now the men in that 
part of the line, ■worn out and discouraged with 30 hours’ con- 
tinuous fighting, began to drop out one by one and make their 
way to the rear. Seeing this, Skobeleff, who was on the third 
knoll, rode over and expostulated, threatened, ordered, and 
encouraged the men, and got them hack into the redoubt 
again. 

Meanwhile Skobeleff had received two orders from 2otof, 
the first about 7 a. h. and the second at 10;30 a. m. They were 
as follows : 

l. ;7b Geneual ' Pbustce Imebetiksky ; By direction of the 
Commander-in-Chief, I give you and General Skobeleff the order 
to fortify yourselves in the position which yon have taken to-day, 
and to hold out to the last ■ extremity. We can send yon no re- 
' enforcements, for we have none. 

(Signed) ' Zoro¥^ MeutenmiP:'Qener^^ 
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2. To (xEHEBAL Skobeleff : By order of the Commaiider-in- 
Chief. If you can not hold the positions which you have taken, 
then you must retreat slowly-— but, such a thing is possible^ not 

before evening — ^to Tutchenitza, covering your retreat by the cav- 
alry of General Leontieff. Send -a copy of this order — •which oth- 
erwise keep secret — to General Prince Imeretinsky. The Grivitza 
redoubt is in our bands, but in spite of this the attack can not be 
continued ; but the retreat must be slowly begun, 8: BO a. m, 
(Signed) Zotof, ^Lieutenant- GeneraL 

This latter order was brought by the same Colonel Orloff 
who had visited SkobelefE during the night, and thence returned 
to the Grand Duke and Zotof to explain the condition of things 
in Skoheleff^s front. 

Skobeleff did what he could to obey these orders — to hold 
on till evening ; but from the very first his case was hopeless. 
He always kept hoping, in spite of Zotof^s first order that a por- 
tion of the IT. Corps would be sent to help him, or at least 
that the attack would recommence on some other part of the 
line, and thus relieve the pressure on him. But this did not 
happen. There was hardly a shot fired from any other part of 
the. line throughout this day. Zotof and Levitzky were at the 
Grand Duke’s headquarters all the morning, over on the hills 
east of Grivitza, about 6|- miles in a straight line from Skobe- 
leff’s position, watching the fight with their glasses, but unable 
of course at that distance to make anything out of it. The dis- 
tance over the route which messengers had to take through the 
Eussian lines was about 12 miles.. As to the question of re- 
enforcements, the Eoumaniaiis and the 1st Brigade 5th Division 
were fully occupied in holding the Grivitza redoubt ; from the 
Grivitza village to the Tutchenitza Greek the line -was held by 
5 regiments of the IX. Corps and 6 regiments of the ' IT, 
Corps ; and of these 11 regiments 5 had not been engaged the 
previous day at all, viz., the 121st, 122d, 119th, 120tli, and 20tli. 
Whether two or three of these regiments might not safely have 
been sent to Skobeleff— -as there was no intention of attacking 
in, any .other part of the line— is of: course a matter about which 
opi.nions will differ. The fact was, however, that at the Eussian 
headquarters it had been determined not to conti,iiue the attack 
(on the ground that their force was not strong, enough), and the 
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CMef of tlie Staff had no realization of wliat a desperate posi- 
tion Skobeleff was in. Hence the orders cited above. 

Skobeleff’s position, however, was most desperate. As the 
morning wore on and there was no sign of a renewal of the attack 
on the other parts of the line, Osman began to mass a strong 
force in Plevna to drive Skobeleff out. ‘Whether these troops 
were drawn from the reserve camp in the valley between the * 
town and the river, or from the Bukova position, or from the 
middle redoubts, is not known; but it is certain that Osman 
reenforced the troops in front of Skobeleff to the extent of not 
less than 12,000 men. Part of them -went over the hill and round 
into the Krishin redoubt, and thence against Skobeleff^s left 
flank, and part of them came out of the town and followed up 
the Tutchenitza brook for about three quarters of a mile, and then 
climbing up its bank endeavored to get possession of the third 
knoll from the rear and thus cut off Skobeleff’s retreat. This 
latter movement began to make itself apparent about 1 p; m., 
and to meet it Skobeleff brought up the two battalions of the 
5th Eegiment, which up till now had remained with the batteries 
on the second knoll. Meanwhile, of the four guns which he 
had placed in the middle redoubt, two had been dismounted and 
the other two had lost aU their horses and gunners ; to replace 
these guns, Skobeleff sent three of the eight guns which he had 
kept on the third knoll ; they had been in the redoubt but a short 
time before they were dismounted ; and about this time a caisson 
which had been brought under the shelter of the side of the 
redoubt for protection was nevertheless found by a shell from 
the Krishin redoubt, and exploded in the midst of the men, not 
only creating a fearful loss, but carrying dismay to those who 
were not hurt. Skobeleff again rushed forward in person to the 
redoubt, and endeavored to reassure his men; and he was barely 
in time, for a few minutes later, between 2 and 2:30 p. m., the 
Turks from the direction of the Krishin redoubt and from Ko. 13, 
reenforced now by fresh troops, made their fourth assault. The 
Kussians let them approach to within 400 yards, and then opened 
on them with well-aimed volley-firing, and with deadly effect. 
The Turkish line halted and sought shelter, and returned the fire; 
but every time they endeavored to move forward they met with 
such terrible losses that they finally gave it up and returned to 
13.: A,-' 
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As Skoteleff was returning from . tlie redoubt to tlie tliird 
knolls, lie learned tliat tlie llStli Kegiment was arriving; it.,liad 
been sent to him as reenforcement by General Kriloif, eoin- 
maiiding IV. Corps, on Ms oivn Tes^omihility^ on aceoiiiit of the 
.heavy firing wliicli lie had heard so long on Skobeleff’s front. 
The regiment nninbered 1,300 men. At 4:30 f. m. the Turks, 
greatly reenforced in numbers, began their fifth assault, from the 
direction of Krishiii, and simnltaneoiisly from the camp. They 
kept advancing in spite of the murderous lire of the Russians, 
and as they neared the redoubt the majority of the latter, worn 
out with 36 hours of continuous fighting with no appreciable 
result, began to make off to the rear in small groups ; the little 
band of 200 or more brave men, who remained behind under 
Major Gortaloff, were cut down to the last man in a fierce hand- 
toJiand fight. * 

The middle redoubt was thus lost, hut still the men in the 
eastern redoubt and a part of the trenches between the, two 
remained in their places and kept up the fi.ght. To prevent their 
being massacred, Skoheleff hastily sent them an order to fall back 
to tlie third knoll ; and in order that tliis might be possible, he 
himself took the 118th Regiment (which had recently arrived as 
just stated) and led them to the assault of the line between tlie two 
redoubts. "Cinder cover of this they returned (what was le.ft 
of them) to the third knoll. The retreat was then coiitiiiiied 
under the protection of the 24 guns and 2 battalions (8th Regi- 
ment) on the second knoll. Except those who fell in the last 
affair in front of the redoubts, nearly all the wounded were car- 
ried off ; the dead were left on the field. 

Skoheleff retreated to the fi.rst loioll,” and remained there 
all night, and all of tlie 13th. The Turks %vere too much used 
up, to follow or attack him. At night of the 13th he .returned to 
Bogot. His losses were 160 officers and over 8,000 men. About 
18,000 men had been engaged. On. the IStli, 14tli, and 15th 
the Russian batteries bombarded the towm and tlie Turkish, po- 
sitions, though wfith what object is uot quite apparent, (hi the 
evening of tlie 14th, just before dusk, the Turks sallied out of the 
second Grivitza redoubt and- attacked the first, which was held 
by the Roumanians and part of the IX, Corps. They attacked 
with energy, but were repulsed. ■ With this exception the Turks 
made no attempt to take the offensive. The Russians took up a 
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defenBive line from Yerbitza to Eadisebevo, and began fortify- 
ing it. The cavalry was between each flank of this position 
andtheVid. 

The third and great assault on Plevna was therefore over, and 
like the two previous ones it had resulted in a bloody and terrible 
repnlscj the losses reaching the large total of more than 18,000 
men out of 75,000 infantry present and 60,000 actually brought 
into action. 

The Turkish losses are unknown, but they were not small. 
Osman stated after the surrender that he lost more men on the 
Lovtcha road than Skobeleff did. It is probable that the Tnrldsh 
losses were in all between 12,000 and 16,000. 

The Eussian losses were as follows: 




KILLEI>. 


WOUlfDED. 


TOTAL. 


Officers. 


Men, 


OfficorB. 


Mesa. 


Officers. 


Men. 


In tbe bombardment, September T-lOtbi 

In SkobeletTs fight of September Sth 


10 


800 

900 




f Orivitm ( Roumanians . — 

i Redoubt. 1st Brigade 5th Division 


Redoubt 
No. 10. 


C 2d Brigade Ifith Division. ) 

■< 1st Brigade 80th Division V . . 
j 2d Brigade Slst Division. ) 


Lovtcha 

^ 1st Brigade 16th Division. 1 
i 2d Division. [ 

Road. 

! 8d Rifle Brigade ( 


[ llSth Regiment J 


Sept. S Grivitza j Roumanians 

14th . } Redoubt. 1 1st Brigade 5th Division. ..... 


Total, 


15 


1,885 


41 


1,1T6 


66 2,511 

23 1,805 


no 


5,200 


160 


7,200 



290 |lO,65S| 


4 600 

8 800 


365 


IS, 216 


The telegrapHe dispatch of the Grand Duke, dated Poradim, 
September ISth, gives the Ens^ian losses as in all 300 officers 
(of which 60 killed) and 12,500 men, of which about 3,000 
killed; the Eonmanian losses at 60 officers and 3,000 men. 
This dispatch states that 239 officers and 9,182 men (Enssian) 
had passed through their , hospitals. At the time this dispatch 
was written the total losses in Skobeleff ’s column were not 
fully known at headquarters. Both Prince Imeretinsky and. 
General Skobeleff personally stated to me a few days after the 
battle that their losses were over 8,000 men. . The 2d Division,: 
while .waiting for its reserves to arrive from Enssia, was tempo- 
rarily reorganized into one regiment oi 4 battalions, each about 
1,000; .strong. , ■ 
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The figures given above for the losses at the Grivitza anti 
Eedoubt.Eo. 10 are taken from Enssian official reports. The 
large , proportion of killed is accounted for partly by reason of 
the fierceness of the fighting, and partly from the fact that all 
the wounded left in Turkish hands in front of Eedoiil:)t No. 10 
and the Lovtclia road were never afterward heard of, and must 
therefore be counted as dead. 

That the repulse of the lltli of September was a great disas- 
ter for the Eussian arms there is no doubt ; that it was in no 
sense an irreparable one, the subsequent course „ of the . campaign, 
abundantly proves. While it is.no business of foreigners to 
attempt to fix the personal responsibility for this failure {whieli 
also would be impossible by means of the documents which 
have as yet been published), yet there are certain facts which 
will hardly be denied by any one who was preserif, whieh 
largely contributed to the . defeat, and which are as 'mueli 
matters of public discussion as the number of men engaged ■ and 
the losses on either side. 

1. There was a certain lack of unity in the comiiiaiid of the 
army. 

The troops assembled at Plevna were under the conimaiid 
of Prince C/harles of Eoumania, as already stated: but this 
command was to a certain extent nominal, and the dispositions 
previous to the battle depended largely upon Lieutenant- 
General Zotof, who had commanded the troops before Prince 
Charles’s arrival, and who was now his Chief of Stjiff. General 
Zotof was unfortunately not a general of the calibre to command 
80,000 men ; but even had he been a military genius of the 
first order, it would have been very difficult for him to gain a 
victory in the circumstances in which he ivas placed ; for a 
few days before the movement on Plevna began, the assistant 
chief of the General Staff, Major-General Levitsky, arrived at 
Poradim to explain to General Zotof the wislies of the Com- 
mander-imChief. On the day that the bombarcliTicnt began 
the Co.m.iiiander-in-Chief arrived in person, and with him his 
'Chief of Staff, , General Nepokoitchitsky. He of course con- 
firmed the dispositions ■ already taken, but from this time for- 
ward he commanded. Although he rode over the field as far as 
possible, and even exposed himself imprudently to the enemy’s 
pickets, yet it was impossible for him- to be properly familiar 
17 . : . 
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•with the ground before the assaults were made ; so that while 
he commanded he had to rely upon the information and 
opinions of others rather than upon Ms own judgment. 
Pinalljj the Emperor was present, with the Minister of War 
and a large suite. The Emperor came merely as a spectator, to 
encourage his troops by his presence and in the hope of witness- 
ing their yictory. But the Emperor of Eussia is regarded by 
every Kussian soldier, from the Mghest to the lowest grade, 
with a feeling which it is difficult to explain in other countries ; 
at all times his will is law, and his wish a command, and it is 
not possible for him to be a mere spectator. He took no part, 
however, in the command, although every report and order was 
instantly communicated to him, until after the assaults of the 
11th and 12th. On the 13th and lith long councils were held 
on the field, at which the future “ policy,” so to speak, of 
operations against Plevna (i. e., the investment without further 
assault) was determined upon. The Emperor presided at these 
councils, at which all of the following officers took part, viz., 
The Grand Duke Nicholas, Oommander-in-Chief ; General 
Milutin, Minister of War; Prince Charles, Commander of the 
troops at Plevna ; General Nepokoitchitsky, Chief of Staff of 
the Army; General Zotof, Chief of Staff of the troops at 
Plevna ; General Levitsky, Assistant Chief of Staff of the 
Army. 

The subject is a somewhat delicate one, and I have no wish 
to pursue it beyond a statement of the bare facts which were 
evident to every one present at headquarters who chose to see 
them ; and my only object is to cite enough to show that the 
ancient and unquestioned maxim of wur, that there should be 
one man in an army to command and all the others to obey, was 
not fully observed at Plevna."^ 

^ It will always be said, m extenuation of McClellan’s failure in 1862, that be 
was improperly interfered with by Mr. Lincoln and Mr. Stanton. On the other 
hand, when General Grant took command of the armies in 1864, he was neTcr 
: summoned to a council of war, and never asked by either the President' or' Mr; 
Stanton to explain his plan of campaign. Full confidence was ■ placed in him and 
' full assistance given him. This 'I have, from General Grant himself; and he. has 
also told me that throughout the war he never called a council of war, though he 
listened patiently to the volunteer advice of ' those whose position warranted their 
offering It. But before every principal movement, and before every battle, he wrote 
. out himself ' the rough draft of the orders, and as soon as It was finished gave it to 
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As a result of tMs diyision.of anthorityj the plan of battle^ 
siieli as it existed, was b, general idea of attaddng on all sidesj^ 
ratlicr tliiiii a carefully prepared attack upon tlie points of great- 
est importance, or wliere tlie enemy -waa weakest. Tlie impor- 
tance of tlie Grivitza redoubt, the key-point on the north, was 
well known from the previous struggles around it; but emn the 
exisimiee the. great KrisMn redouht^ the key-point on the 
south, was not known till the- ' Tth of September, During the 
iiioiitli of August the topographei’S' of the, IX. Corps had reeon- 
noiterecl the. country in front of Grivitm and Badisclievo, and 
had repre.seiited , with tolerable .-.accuracy the position of the 
Grivitza and Bukova lines and- the. middle group of 'redoubts 
iipon a recoiinaissanca sketch5:.of which, several litliographic cop- 
ies .were made... It .was on this- map that the dispositions for the 
attack were. made. This map shows' (in .dotted lines, and as a 
iii.atter, of fact ill 'wholly erroneous positions) two redoubts on, 
the, Lovteha road Just outside the -town of Plevna, but otherwise, 
%?est :Of the Tutcheiiitza creek, the map is a Hank ; no reconnais- 
sances had ever been made of that part of - the ground, and no 
one of the chief officers previously named had ever been within 
sight of it. Their only infoiination conceniing it came from a 
report of Skobeleff, who had fought over this ground on the 
30th of July ; but at that date the Turks had no fortifications 
there, and the redoubts and trenches which had since been built 
had changed the whole co,ndition of affam. I give these details 
because they have a bearing upon - the great and vital question 
raised by this war as to the propriety of ■making direct attacks 
upon fortified position,s defended by breech-loaders ; and because 
they seem to me to warrant the conclusion that the BuMmm 
were defeated at Plemm^ not heeame the position was imp^reg- 
naWe^ nor because they did not ham sufieieni ^ forces^ but be- 
came they were ignorant of the emmfs jposition^ and failed to 
eoncentrate their efforts ujpon the decisive points* Had they 
confined their- assaults to the . Grivitza and Krishiii redoubts 
on the two flanks, and concentrated their forces there, leaving 
in the center only the; troops necessary to support their line of 
batteries, and to make a .demonstration, the result of the lltli of 

his c1i.ief, of staff, to be copied at once and immediately sent to its 'Tarioas destina- 
tions.,, ■ ■ * 

. .See- also ' Sberman’s Memoirs^ vol. i., p. 844, 
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September migM and probably would have been far different; 
and tMs both tbe Grrand Dnke and General ITepokoitcHtsky 
acknowledged in conversation after the battlCj when they were 
more familiar with the natnre of the Krishin position. As it 
was, in their ignorance of this position, Skobeleff was sent for- 
ward almost as into a funnel, leaving commanding positions on 
either side of him, and attacking a position which if gained 
led to nothing, and which, as the sequel proved, was totally un- 
tenable. As for the attack on Eedoubt No. 10, it would have been 
reasonable in the condition of the fortifications in July; but after 
the construction of the Bhishin works it had no reason whatever. 

It only remains to be added, concerning the general disposi- 
tions of this battle, that out of 103 battalions present only 72 
were actually brought into action. The reserve division of the 
Eoumanians (16 battalions) and the following Eussian troops 
were not actively engaged: 1st Brigade 31st Division, 6 battal- 
ions ; 2d Brigade 30th Division, 6 battalions ; 20th Eegiment, 
3 battalions. When Zotof wTote to Skobeleff during the night 
of the llth~12th that he had no reinforcements to send him, 
he must have meant (being ignorant of the critical position in 
which Skobeleff was placed) that he did not consider it Judi- 
cious to withdraw the troops above mentioned from his center, 
between Grivitza and Eadischevo, where these troops were 
placed in support of the batteries. 

3. If we now come down to the tactics, the manner in which 
the troops were led to the different assaults, we find that at Gri- 
vitza the attack was made by four columns, from the northwest, 
northeast, east, and south ; that these columns endeavored to start 
at the same hour, 3 p. m. ; that, having different distances and 
different nature of ground to pass over, they arrived one after 
another, and were all, in their first efforts, beaten in succession: 
Subsequently a second effort, simultaneous on two sides, was 
successful, after fearful losses, in gaining possession of half the 
position, i. e., the southern one of the two redoubts. 

^ At'Eedoubt No. 10 there was also a succession of assaults on 
different sides, all beaten in detail; in the 'morning an attack 
brought on by misapprehension, in the afternoon an attack at 
the specified hour (3 p. m.), and later an attack by the reanforce- 
ments when they arrived, which was after the second attack had' 
repulsed. ■ 
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. Ill, Skobelell^s column, on the contrary, tliere was none of 
this lack of emeniBe and tactical confusion. Ho held liis iiieii 
well in haiiclj sent a portion of them forward in reasonably open 
order, and at ilis criUeS moment %eTien the line began io wamr^ 
hut 5<f/brc the attach had failed^ sent in Ms reserves and went in 
himself with the last of them and carried the place. Once there, 
he held on to the last extremity, in accordance with his orders, 
and ah'cays in the hope that reenforcements would arrive and 
enable him to begin an assault against Eedoiibt Ho. 13. The 
reeiiforcemeiits not arriving, and overwhelmed by niniibers, he 
withdrew his force (as ordered) toward evening, of the second 
day, under cover of artillery and of . a small .force of infantry 
which he had kept all the time in a fortified position (second 
knoll) in his left rear. Skobeleff’s extremely reckless courage, 
while it compels, that personal admiration which such qualities 
always command, is of course open to serious criticism mdien it 
is remembered that he was the. commanding general on all that 
part of the line. On the other hand, there is no doubt that 
without the aid which this display of daring gave to his men 
the position would not have been carried or held as it was ; and 
the legendary stories of his personal bravery which circulated 
among the soldiers from this day, especially among the recruits 
who afterward arrived, constituted a positive military factor of 
which good use w^as made at the subsequent assault of the Green 
Hills (Hovember 15th~-17th, 18T7) and at the storm of Slieiiova 
(Jainiary 8, 1S78), which compelled the surrender of the Turkish 
army at Shipka. 


CHAPTEE VI. 


THE INTESTMEOT OF PLEYNA — ^BATTLE OF GOBNI DUBFflKj OOTO- 
BEE 24TH, IS'?'?. 

The ImeBinnent of Plema, 

(See Plate 11 .) 

In the councils of war wMcli Y"ere held as already stated on 
the 13th and 14th of Septemberj it was decided to make no 
more assaults upon the works of Plevna, which had already cost 
the Enssians well-nigh 30,000 men, but to fortify their own 
position on the east from Verbitza to Tntchenitza against any 
counter-attack, and, upon the arrival of more reenforcemcnts, 
to proceed regularly to invest the place. Meanwhile the Eon- 
manians were to run a sap forward toward the second Q-rivitza 
redoubt and try thus to gain possession of it ; and the whole 
cavalry force was to be united on the other bank of the Vid and 
cut oflE the communications of the Turks, and if possible prevent 
the entry of any supplies, ninnitions, or reenforeements. 

On the other portions of the theatre of war everything was 
to remain on the defensive, and if possible m statu quo. 

On the 7th of September, General Loslikarieff, Chief of the 
9th Cavalry Division, who was then on the high-road east of 
Grivitza, between the Eonmanians and the IX. Corps, received 
an order placing the two regular regiments , of , Eonmanian cav- 
alry and two of their militia (Dorobanz) re^ments nnder his 
orders, making in all. 32 squadrons and 3 mounted batteries, .and 
directing him to proceed across the Vid' at Kiben and act npdn' 
the rear of the Turks, and in case of their retreat to pnrshe and ^ 
harass them. On the 8th Loshkarieff crossed the river .a 
established'a picket line on the other side, about 20 miles long, 
from: Eiben through Dohai-Etropol and Dolni-Dnbnik to Gomi- 
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. Diibnikj tlie bulk of tlie Eoumanian cavalry being placed beliiiicl 
tkis line at (Jorni-Etropol (Widdin road), and of liis own divi- 
sion at Dolm-Diibnik. ■ On the 8tk and 9tk the Turks sortied 
in small mmibers from Plevna and skirmished with Loslikarieffj 
but •without any important result. On the afternoon of the 9th 
the scouting parties beyond Gorni-Dubnik reported a camp of 
10,000 Turldsh infantry a few miles west , and southwest of 
Gorni-Diibnik. Upon this report ' Loshkarieff withdrew the bulk 
of Ms force to Gorni-Etropol. On the 10th Loslikari,eff ad- 
vanced again the - four regiments of his division and took up a 
position near Bolni-Dubnik, facing south, and sent a few squad- 
rons to his left across the Vid to establish communication with 
the cavalry of General Leontieff. On the 11th a squadron from 
General Leontieff^s (4th) Division arrived at Dolni-Dubiiik, and 
the communication w’^as thus established. From the 11th to the 
18th scouting parties were sent out along the Sophia road as far 
as Eadomirtza, and also westward to and beyond the Isker ; they 
found everywhere plundering parties of Tcherkesses and bashi- 
bozouks, but otherwise learned nothing. During tliis time the 
Turks made no effort to enter Plevna with supplies or recnforee- 
ments, and, as already noted, they did not retreat from that 
place. On the IStli Loshkarieff’s division was ordered back 
across the Vid to take position on the Lovtcha road and form 
the left flank of the iniantry force on that side, and all the rest 
of the cavalry (except some regiments of Eoumanian militia on 
the right flank) was ordered west of the Yid ; the command thus 
formed was intrusted to Lieutenant-General Kriloff, 'who had 
originaly commanded the 4th Cavalry Division, and liad tem- 
porarily replaced General Zotof in coiiiniaiid of the -IV. Corps 
when the latter was made Chief of Staff of the West Army.” 

: Kriloff’s command was composed as follows : 

4tii DragooBSi 4t!i Hussars, 4tli Lancers 12 squadrons, 2 batteries. 

Don Cossack Brigade, Regiments 21 and 26 .12 ** 1 battery.' 

Oancasian Gossaek Brigade, Regiments Kuban and Vladi- 

.kavkas,. ....12 1 “ 

Regular (Roscliiori) . Roumanian Brigade, Regiments 1 ■ 

and2....,..., 8. I ” 

Militia (Dorobaiiz) Roumanian Brigade, Regiments 5 
and 6 ............. 8 

'In '.all, 52 squadrons -and 30„ horse guns. 


0 



I 


264: the OAMPAIGH IE BULGARIA. 

# r . 

His instructions were to clear tlie country between tlie Tid 
and tbe Isker of basH-bozonks, to seize all tlie food and forage 
in tbat region, to break up Osman’s communications, to find out 
wkat force lay on tbe roads to SopHa, Yratza, and Widdin, and 
above all to prevent the entry of supplies or reenforcements 
into Plevna. 

thus see that on the 19th of September there was a 
quasi investment of Plevna ; but as the infantry stood on but 
one side, leaving the other three sides to be occupied by cav- 
alry, it was nothing more than a paper investment; and its 
insufficiency was rendered still more complete by the incom- 
petency of General Kriloff as a cavalry commander. 

On the 20th of September Kriloff sent a detachment of four 
squadrons to reeonnoiter in the direction of Telis. Before 
reaching that village they met some regular Turkish cavalry and 
skirmished with them, and in so doing discovered that they were 
the advanced guard of a strong force of infantry ; they there- 
fore fell back to Dubnik. On the 21st Kriloff sent the Cauca- 
sian Cossacks to make a strong reconnaissance in the same direc- 
tion. They found Telis occupied by 10,000 infantry, and de- 
fended by some earthworks which were partly completed. On 
the 22d, early in the morning, the pickets reported a strong 
column of infantry moving on the road from Telis toward Dub- 
nik and Plevna. Kriloff immediately sent word to Loshkarieff 
across the Vidto advance in the direction of Telis with Ms divi- 
sion and take this column in rear. Soon afterward he received 
word that a strong column of Turkish infantry was advancing 
from the direction of Plevna over the bridge and along the 
high-road toward his rear. Thereupon Kriloff, ahnost without 
firing a shot, withdrew his force 15 miles to the north, to the 
village of Tristenik in the vicinity of Riben, leaving a small 
portion of it at the village of Etropol to skirmish with the 
Turks who had sortied from Plevna. During the night the 
Turkish convoy quietly continued its road to Plevna. By 
Turkish reports its strength was 20' battalions (say 12,000 men) 
; of ' inf antry, a regiment of cavalry, 2' batteries, and about 2,000 
wagon-loads of provisions ■ and ammunition. Kriloff placidly 
congratulates himself in his report upon having delayed this 
column for two days, and states that one of the principal objects 
of ; his command ' was to spare his men as much' as possible. 
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since tliey constituted the greater ' part of the cavalry strength of 
the West Army ’M ' , 

On the 23(1 .and 24th of September nothing was doiiej and 
on the latter date a second small convoy slipped past the Cos- 
sacks at Etropol. On the same day Kriloffj according to his 
report, received an order from Prince ■ Charles to secure the 
right flank of the West Army (it was not in any way threatened) 
by a position at Brest, away off near the Danube, and, to base 
himself in ease of necessity upon Eiben.” ■ Later in the day he 
received information that the Teherkesses were recruiting men 
and horses and obtaining supplies in the district between; the 
Tid and the Isker. On the 25th, therefore, Kriloff!, abandon- 
ing the care of the Sophia road- to the Don Cossack Brigade 
and the Kouinanian militia, took the greater part of Ids force 
(32 sq_uadrons aiid 18 guns) and went off to the west beyond the 
Isker, to the valley of the Skitt Eiver, which flows into the 
Danube at Eaho^ni. The hashi-bozouks disappeared l)efore him, 
and then Kriloff took his cavalrymen down the valley against 
Eahova (a fortress similar to Nikopolis), and aetiially began a 
bombardment of the outlying redoubts with liis little 4-pdr. 
horse-gims ! This lie kept up for one day (September 27th), 
and in so doing dismounted one giin in the Tiirkisli W'orks. On 
the 28th he turned back toward the ’Vid, and arrived at Triste- 
nik on the 30th. During his absence the Don Cossacks which 
had been left at Etropol had captured two little convoys, one of 
20 and the other of 100 wagons, loaded with flour and barley. 
Otherwise the Sophia road was now open, and -the Turkish 
communications and telegraph vrere completely restored. 

On the return march to Tristenik Kriloff had detached Col- 
onel Levis-of-Manera, Chief of the Vladikavkas Eegiment, with 
four squadrons of his own regiment, two of Lancers, and two 
of Hussars, and one battery,, to follow’ up the valley of . the Isker 
to Sumakova, and thence up a small stream which was crossed 
by the Sophia road over a bridge near Eadom.i.rt,za, On the 
1st of October Colonel Levis stmck the road near Eadoniirtza, 
routed a party of bashi-bozoulcs, captured about 1,000 head of 
cattle and a, small train wholly loadedwvitli quinine and salt, and 
— at- last something important — partly destroyed the bridge. 
.Eadoniirtza is two days’ march from. Plevna, and therefore too 
far, distant for a .convoy arriving from the. south to receive 
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prompt aid from tliat place ; the hills oe the north of the little 
stream completely command the bridge and the road for a dis- 
tance of a mile south of it. Six thousand cavalrymen and 30 
guns (which was the strength of Kriloff’s force), if properly 
handled at this point, conld make a very stout defense against 
even a superior force of infantry. Bnt instead of this, Kriloff 
sent a little detachment of eight squadrons to this place, and 
with the bulk of his force made a demonstration (October 1st) 
against the heights of Opanetz, in conjunction with one Eon- 
manian battalion, which was operating a reconnaissance of the 
fortifications of Opanetz from the north. The Turks sallied out 
from Plevna across the bridge and attacked Kriloff ; an insigni- 
ficant combat took place, of which the principal result was the 
setting fii'e to the village of Etropol ; and at evening the Turks 
retired across the Vicl, 

On the 2d of October Colonel Levis^s detachment at Snma- 
kova was reenforced by the 4th Dragoons and 2 guns, making 
its total strength 12 squadrons and 8 guns. At the same time 
little detachments of one squadron each were sent scouting across 
the Sophia road (of which Osman was already beginning to for- 
tify the villages of Dolni- and Gorni-Dubnik, Telis, and Eado- 
mirtza) toward the Vid, where they found portions of Loshka- 
rieff’s division — and then returned. Colonel Levis skirmished 
for three days with the Tcherkesses in the region of Sumakova 
and Eadomiif za, but his detachment was too small to accomplish 
anything of impoif ance ; and on the 5th of October Chefket 
Pasha, coming from Orkhanie with 5,000 infantry and a swarm 
of Tcherkesses, rudely brushed Levis aside, and took his troops 
on to Telis and Gorni-Dubnik, and himself went to Plevna to 
consult with Osman. Chefket brought with him also a consid- 
erable quantity of provisions and munitions ; and the Eadomirtza 
bridge had been so slightly injured as to permit its being re- 
paired in a day. 

After his demonstration against the heights of Opanetz on 
■ the 2d' of October, Kriloff remained idle at Tristenik with the 
bulk of his force until the 8th, on which day he was relieved 
from his command by General Gourko. 

While these events had been in progress considerable change 
had taken place in the direction of the Eussian Army, When 
it was determined to invest and besiege Plevna, General Todle- 
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ben j tlie famous Engineer of Sevastopol^ was orderecl from St. 
Petersburg to tlie army. . He arrived at Goriii-Stndeii on. tbe 
28tli of Septeinberj and on tbe- SOtli accompanied tlie Grand 
.Duke and a portion of Ms staff to tbe position in front of Plev- 
na. CTeiieral Gonrkoj who had meanwhile arrived from Enssia 
with his proper commandj the 2d Cavaby Division of the Gnard^ 
and was in camp near Timova, was also ordered to Plevna. On 
the 4th of October was issued an order of the day assigning Tod- 
leben as Adjunct to the Commander of the West Armjj” with 
Iiiieretinsky as Chief of Staff; Zotof to resume cormnand of; the 
lY. Corps; Gonrko to command all the cavalry on the west 
bank of the Vid, which was to. be reenforced by his own divi- 
sion ; Kriloff to proceed to Enssia as Inspector of Cavalry Ee- 
inonnts. These changes took .place witHn the next few days; 
the Grand Duke returned to Gorni-Stiidenj and General Todle- 
ben assumed the direction of the siege. At that time the Eon- 
manian works shown on the plan of Plevna (Plate 19) at Kaly- 
sovat and Terbitza, and redoubt Alexander, were nearly com- 
pleted; their approaches on the east of the second Grivi.tza 
redoubt were within 70 yards ; the Enssian batteries from Gri- 
vitza to the Tntchenitza ravine were finished and armed. The 
20 siege-giins (24-pdrs.) were distributed in three batteries, one 
just south of the Grivitza brook and the other two on the Ea- 
dischevo ridge. ' Erom these new positions the siege-guns could 
reach every point in the Turkish lines along the whole length 
of the Grivit/za ridge, and also in the middle group.” They 
could not reach the Turkish works, which were increasing every 
day, on the Krisliin heights. 

The rest of the batteries were armed with 9-pdrs., and in all 
there were about 250 guns in position. There was no firing 
except as the Turks were discovered enlargiiig their works, 
when, the Enssians. opened upon them with .shrapnel; they were 
•thus forced to prosecute their work wholly at niglit. But little 
change was evident in the main works of the middle group, 
except that they were aU being connected, by. trenches serving 
as covered ways for communication as well as for lines of 
defense; but along the crest :of the ridge between Grivitza and 
Bukova the works were in course of construction in spite of all 
the efforts of the Enssians to. stop them. On the other hand, 
occasionally, the .Turks would drop a. shell among the men at 
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work on the ' 'BiiBsim batteries;, immediately more tban 100 
Russian guns would concentrate their fire upon the Turkish 
redoubt whence this shot had come, and reduce it to complete 
silence. The Turks, as already stated, were greatly inferior in 
artillery, having only about 80 pieces and no siege-guns. These 
pieces were moved about from one redoubt to another at night, 
and ventured but rarely to open fire, and always with the result 
just stated. 

While these changes had been taking place on the Russian 
side, the Turks had been making efforts to reenforce Plevna and 
secure its communications. Chef ket Pasha, who previously com- 
manded a division in Mehemet Ali’s army, had been sent to So- 
phia about September 12th, to take charge of these operations. 
The troops placed at his disposal were nearly all new recruits 
from Asia or reserves which had been kept at Sophia, Philippo- 
polis and Adrianople. From Sophia to Plevna the distance is 
about 135 miles over the high-road, which was then in excellent 
condition; but as 60 miles of this was over the main chain of 
the Balkans and up and down over its foot-hills, it was a march 
of ten days for troops or ox transports. Chefket established his 
depot of supplies at the town of Orkhanie, at the northern en- 
trance of the defile passing through the main range, and seven 
days’ march from Plevna. From here he sent a force of 12,000 
men, accompanying 2,000 wagons loaded with provisions, which 
entered Plevna on the 22d of September, as already described. 
After that he sent smaller convoys, of which some were captured 
and some succeeded in reaching Plevna. He came himself with 
6,000 men and a large train, whose exact numbers are not known, 
on the 6th of October, as we bave seen, and, posting his men on 
the road behind Plevna, went himself to Osman’s headquarters 
and then retnrned to Radomirtea and commenced fortifying 
points along the road in order to keep it open. A few days 
later he sent abont 3,000 more men into these works, and had 
besides a certain force, numbers not known, ut Radomirtza and 
farther back on the road. In all it is probable that he sent into 
Plevna about 3,000 wagon-loads of provisions, or, estimating the 
load at a ton, abont 60 days’ full rations for 60,000 men. 

Meam?hile, on the Rnssian side- the troops of the Guard 
were arriving, daily, and were now (October 1st) nearly all on 
the south ba^ of theHanube.-' The Grenadier: Corps was fob 
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lowing closely beliind them. This gave a disposahle force of 
WjODO infantry and the proportionate cavalry and artillery— all 
fresh troops; and the question . arose as to what dispohitioii to 
make of tlieiiu There was . a certain party among the Grand 
Diikels advisers who warmly urged him to leave matters in their 
present coiid.itioii at Plevna and on the Loin (the Eiissian forth 
ficatioiis in front of Plevna being now quite sufficient to with- 
stand any effort of Osman to break through tlieiii;, and the force 
on the Lorn having already . proved .its capacity to repel any 
attacks , from that quarter), to 'unite the newly arrived troops 
with those of Eadetzky at-'Sh.ipka, and with this eoinimi of 
100,000 men to dislodge the ' Turks at Shipka and advance at 
once over the . Balkans to Adrianople. On tlie 23d of Septem- 
ber an order of., the day was ' issued directing the Cesarevitcli to 
resume command of the Corps of .the Guar^l (his usual coiiiiiiaiiil 
in time of peace); on the Otliof .October this order was revoked, 
■and the Cesarevitch ivas directed to retain eomiiuiiK! of the 
troops on the Lom. Between these two dates the plan of ud- 
.vaneiiig had been rejected, and it. had been decided to send the 
Guard and Grenadiers to Plevna, and- to capture or destroy 
Osman’s army as a precedent to any farther advance. Had an 
advance been made the Cesarevitch w^ould have eomraaiided it; 
but it was not tlioiight becoming for the heir to the tl irone of Eiissia 
to serve 'iiiider the orders of the Prince of Eoimiaiiia, as would 
have been necessary had he accompanied the Guard to Plevna, 
On the 19th of October the :Roiimanians made another effort 
to gain possessio.n of the second Grivitza redoubt. Tlieir ap- 
proaches were already within less than 20 yards of the ditch of 
the Turkish redoubt. At noon four. Eomnaiiiaii battalions 
jumped out from their trenches and from the first redoubt, and 
rushed forward towuird the Turkish work; they were received 
by the fire of about 1,000 infantry posted in the work, and that 
of an equal or greater force which immediately came out from 
the Turkish trenches and covered, ways in the rear of their 
redoubt to meet them. The Eoumaiiiaiis w^ere oldigecl to fall 
back under cover. At 6 o’clock the attempt was renewed by 
three Eoumaiiian battalions, ■. This time they drove the Turks 
out of their places along the counterscarp of the ditch, and got 
possession of the ditch. The Turks then came out on the par- 
apet of the redoubt, and opened fire, -at, 'arm’s length upon the 
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RoumaBiaiis ; and astlie latter ' tried ' to cliinb up the parapet 
the Turks received them with the bayonet^ Meanwhile the 
artillery and infantry fire from the Eoumanian trenches in rear 
caused the Turks to leave the parapet and put themselves under 
cover; but no sooner did the Eoumanians appear on the parapet 
again than the Turks again jumped up to meet them^ and drove 
them back into the ditch. This was kept up for nearly an hoWj 
until darkness had set in; then, finding it impossible to carry 
the place, the Eoumanians returned into their own trenches. 
Their losses were 2 officers and 200 men killed, 20 officers and 
707 men wounded; those of the Turks were probably about 
equal. This was the last assault ever made upon any of the 
Turkish redoubts around Plevna east of the river. 

On the 20th of October the G-uard had all arrived at Plevna, 
and Todleben prepai’ed to complete the investment. His plan, 
in brief, was to throw forward his two wings from the Yerbitza- 
Eadischevo fortified position, and join them together on the 
other side of the Yid, thus forming a complete circle. There 
was nothing to oppose his right wing (which in fact was, with 
cavalry, already at Etropol), but his left wing would have to 
dislodge the Turks from their fortified places along the Sophia 
road, of which there were four within a distance of 35 miles 
from Plevna, viz., Dolni-Dubnik, Gorni-Dubnik, Telis, and 
Kadomirtza. 

The Guard was designated for this purpose, and had already 
been massed in the villages between the Lovtcha road and the 
Yid, near the village of Cirakova. The 1st and 2d Infantry Di- 
visions and its Cavalry Divisions were placed under the orders 
of General Gourko, commanding all the troops on the west 
bank of the Yid, and were to first attack Gorni-Dubnik, and 
afterward Telis and Dolni-Dubnik in succession, and then join 
hands with the large cavalry force, now commanded by Gen- 
eral Arnoldi, and reenforced by seven infantiy battalions from 
the 3d Eoumanian Division, which was at Gorni-Etropol. Mean- 
while the 3d Division of the Guard was to advance parallel 
to the Yid and seize the heights near Medevan, and continue 
advancing until they came within close range of the Turkish 
redoubts, which had lately been constiucted all along the Krishin 
ridge to the hliiff overhanging- the river. At the same time a 
detachment which had just been formed under the orders of 
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G'eB.eral Skobeleff, consisting of Ms own {16tli)-Divisionjtlie 1st 
Brigade of tlic 30tli Dmsion, and the 3d Rifle Brigadcj was to 
advance from Tntcliexiitea to the Lovtcha road and seize the 
Red Hill (where he had been September Yth) and tlie lieights in 
front of Brestovetz. This detachment was then gradually to 
extend to the left, and the 3d Division of the Guard to the 
right, until they came together. Finally, on the day fixed for 
this simultaneous movement (October 24rth), an energetic bom- 
bardment was to be kept up by all the batteries on the east of 
Plevna, in order if possible to prevent ,tlie Turks from sending 
reeriforcements from Plevna to the aid of their works on the 
Sophia road. 

Skolxeleff’s detachment and the 3d Division of the Guard 
occupied the position assigned to them, almost wdthont resistance ; 
but at Gorni-Diibnik Gonrko met with most stubborn opposi- 
tion, as wnll presently be seen. 

The force acting under Gonrko’ s orders on the 23d of 
October was as follows : 
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tsfc .Division of tlio Otiard | 1 ft 
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Sapper Battalion of i ho Guard ! 1 
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Or about 35,000 i.iifantry, 10,000 cavalry, and the usual propor- 
tion of a.rtillery for each arm. 

On the 22d Gourko personally reconnoitered the positions. at 
Telis . and Gorni-Dnbnik, and on the 23d issued the neees.sary 
orders for .Ms advance the next day. 

The country on the west of the Vid differs completely from, 
that on .the ■ east. As" seen from the heights of Medevan, it 
.appearsdo, be a, vast plain, but,, on- descending into it, is found to 
have long gradual slopes, rising perhaps to the height of 150 
feet at the most above the level of the Tid. These slopes are 
cut through by occasional rivulets flowing to. the Tid, an.d form- 
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ing -what are known on onr Western plains as The 

Tillages of Telis and Dolni-Dnbnik are situated about 7 miles 
apartj in the same conlee which flows north to Gorni-Etropol, 
and thence east, emptying into the Yid about three miles north 
of the Plevna bridge. 

The village of Dolni-Dnbnik is near the head of another 
similar coulee. The depth of these conl4es varies from 60 to 
100 feet, and their width from 200 to 1,000 yards. 

The high-road coming from Sophia passes through the village 
of Telis, and then keej)S a straight course to Dolni-Dnbnik (and 
thence to the Plevna bridge), leaving Gorni-Dubnik abont half 
a mile on its left (north). 

On the plain around Dolni-Dnbnik were six little redonbts, 
three north and three south of the village. At Telis was a large 
irregular line of breastwork, northeast of the village, divided in 
two by the road, and running down on either flank to the 
stream in the coulee. On the other (southwest) side of the 
village was a large redoubt. 

Near Gorni-Dubnik the fortiflcations were weakest of all. 
At the point (about a mile southwest of the village) where the 
road crosses the coulee was one of those ancient tumuli so fre- 
quently found in Turkey, about 40 feet in diameter at the base 
and 15 feet high. The Turks had leveled off a part of the top of 
this mound so as to make a camlieT holding four guns, and they 
had then surrounded this with a rudely constructed redoubt upon 
a polygonal figure about 300 yards in diameter. The parapet of 
this redoubt was only 4 feet high and 6 feet thick, and the ditch had 
about the same proportions. In order to partly cover what would 
otherwise have been a dead space at the bottom of the coulee, 
there were some trenches on the slope outside of the redoubt. 
At the edge of the road near the redoubt was a small stone post- 
road station, and Just opposite it, on the southern side of the 
road, the Turks had built a three-sided lunette of about 50 yards 
front. Two thousand yards farther to the southeast, their pickets 
had a few rifle-pits, on a little eminence covered with thick 
brushwood. 

Gourko’s plan of attack was as follows : 

1. 20 battalions, 6 squadrons, and 48 guns to attack the posi- 
tion at Gorni-Dubnik on three sides, viz., from the north, 
and south.,,: 
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2. 12 BattalioBB/ 11 s«iiiadrons, and 44 giinSj to cover tlie 
attack on, tlie side of. Dolni-Dubnik. 

■ 3« 4 battalions, 1*1 squadrons, and 20 guns, to cover, the attack 
on the side of, Telis. 

4, 7 battalions, 44 squadrons, and 34 guns, under G-eneral 
Amoldi, to make a strong demonstration on the north of Doliii- 
Dubnik, in order to retain the gamson in that place ; and at the 
same tim.e a po.rtion of these troops to ' operate on the west of 
Gomi-Bubiiik, in order to cut . off the retreat of. the Turks, and 
another 'p.DTtioii' to reconnoiter in the "valley of the Isker and 
toward Lukovitza. 

1 . Attaek of GornirDubn/ih 

The troops designated for this purpose passed the Tid at the 
Cirakova ford between midnight and , daylight of the 24tli of 
October, and were divided into three. eolnnins (.Plate 15), viz;.: 

On the right, under Major-General Ellis,' the Rifl.e Brigade 
(4 battalions), with 8 sotnias and 16 4-pdr. guns.' 

In the center, under Major-General Zeddeleiytlie Moscow 
and Grenadier Eeginients, and the Sapper battalion (8 battalions), 
with I sotnia and 16 9-pdr. guns. 

On the left, nnder Major-General Eosenbach, the Paul and 
Finland Eegi.mentS 5 8 battalions, with 16 4-pdr. guns. 

These columns took up the march soon after 6 a, m., and at 
8:30 A. M. they, arrived in position : the center coluinii on the 
little eminence southeast of the redoubt, the right eoliuiin on the 
high road northeast of it, the left column on the high-road on' 
the southwest, all at a distance of about 1,800 yards. They 
deployed their troops in two lines of company columns and a 
reserve, and placed their batteries in the center of the fi.rst line 
and opened fire. At the same time the brigade of Oaiicasian 
Cossacks (coming from the command of General ArnoHi) arrived 
on the hill ii.orthw'est of the redoubt, and opened fire with six 
horse-guns. The redoubt was therefore at 9 a. m. surrounded 
witli 56 guns, which kept up an incessant fi.re upon it, inflicting 
considerable losses on the Turks,' whose means of shelter in their 
hastily constructed redoubt were not very good. A little after 
1.0 .A. M. Colonel Lioubovitzky, commanding the G^renadier 
Eegiment, led it forward to- the assault. They carried the 
lunette on the ' southeast of the road," a.nd then followed the 
18 ' ' 
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retreating Turks and made a vigorous effort against the main 
work ; but they were driven back by a mnrderons fire and took 
refuge behind the lunette, the post-house, and in the ditches 
on either side of the high-road. General Zeddeler then sent 
the Moscow Eegiment and the two batteries to their support; 
the Kegiment found shelter in the ditches of the road on the 
right of the Grenadiers. The batteries advanced to within 900 
yards of the redoubt, but at this distance their horses and gunners 
were picked off by the Turks with such accuracy that they were 
obliged to return to their first position. General Zeddeler, 
Colonel Lioubovitsky, and Colonel Scalon (chief of staff of the 
division) were all wounded about this time ; the troops remained 
in the ditches of the road, which (see sketch) was nearly parallel 
to one side of the redoubt and but 60 to 80 yards from it, and 
from there kept up a fire with the Turks. 

Meanwhile the column of the right, upon arriving on the 
high-road, had come under the fire of the artillery in the works 
near Dolni-Dubnik. Leaving one battalion to face these works, 
the other three had turned to the left and advanced to some small 
mounds about 1,900 yards from the redoubt, and had here opened 
fire with their artillery. When the Grenadier Eegiment assaulted 
the redoubt from the east, their men remained so close to the 
redoubt that at that distance it was impossible to tell exactly 
where they were, and therefore the batteries were advanced to 
900 yards and there commenced their fire, but were soon obliged 
to retire to a greater distance. The place of the battalion which 
had been left facing Dolni-Dubnik was now taken by the 1st 
Brigade 1st Division, which arrived on the high-road, and the 
other regiment (Izmailof) of this column, which was to protect 
the right flank, was sent to the support of the batteries, while 
the whole of the Eifle Brigade descended into the coul6e near 
the village, and crept along its slopes until they came under the 
fire of the trenches on the hillside, northwest of the redoubt. 

The column of the left had arrived about the same time as 
the others (8:30, to 9 a. m.) on the high-road between Gorni- 
Dubnik and Telis, and then, turning by the right flank, had 
advanced and opened fire , with its hatteries. ’ When they saw the 
Grenadier Eegiment advancing to the assault, they also formed 
on both sides of the. high-road, crossed the couMe, and began 
climbing : the MU against- the redoubt. ' But-, the fire was terribly 
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liot, and they .eonld not stand it ; they fell hack, the Finland 
Eegiiuent to the dead angle at the bottom of the coulee, and the 
Paul Eegiineiit behind a bend in the coulee on the left flank and 
in rear of the Grenadiers. General Eosenbacli, coinmaiidiiig the 
eoliiiim, and Colonel Bonnoff, commanding the Paul Ilegiinent, 
were both wounded in this assault. ■ 

At noon, therefore, the condition of things iTas as follows : 
The Enssians had made, an assault on the north, east, and south- 
west, and had been repulsed ;■ the Paul and Finland regiments 
were in the ravine southwest’ of the work; the. Grenadier and' 
Moscow regiments in the' ditches of the high-road a .few rods 
from the redoubt, ■ on the southeast ; the Izmailof Regiment 
between the high-road and the village of Gorni-Buhnik, on the 
northeast ; and the Rifle Brigade in the ravine, north and north- 
west of the redoubt ; the artillery in nearly the same positions 
as during the morning, bnt its action much hindered by the fear 
of , hitti,ng their own troops, who were so close to the redoubt. 
The troops rested in these positions mth des'ultory firing for the 
next three horn's. ' At ,2 p, m. Gourko, who had been daring the 
inorning with the column on the right, came in person to the 
little I'lill where were the batteries of the coluniii of the center, 
and here he received word that the four battalions (Jager Eegi- 
ment) sent against Tells had met with a terrible repulse, and 
had fallen back, leaving the road from Telis partly open to an 
attack by Turkish reenforcements coining from that direction. 
It was evidently necessary to strike .hard and quickly, else his 
position became a very critical one. Gourko therefore deter-^ 
mined to .attack from all sides at 3 p. m. For the .result I will 
give his own wwds, translated literally from his report: 

I gave in person the necessary orders to General Brock, 
..who had taken command of the First Brigade Second Di- 
vision of the Guard, and I sent a written order to General 
Ellis. 

In order that the attack might be simultaneously made. by 
all the troops, I decided that, when. alL .the orders had been 
given, I would have three volleys fired by the batteries on the 
.left ; that three volleys should then -be fired in succession by 
those on the center and on the. right,; and that after the last 
voley fired by these latter all the troops should rush forward to 
the assault. T .calculated that a simultaneous attack made on 
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all points and at very short distances (100 to 400 paces) would 
1)8 crowned with success. 

After having given these orders, I went to the column on 
the left and examined the position of all the troops ; I then 
returned to the battery, where I gave in person the necessary 
orders to Greneral Count Shoitvaloff, commanding the Second 
Division of the G-uard. But before Count Shouvaloff had had 
time to transmit his orders to the troops, three volleys were 
fired in succession by the batteries of the column on the right, 
and this column rushed forward to the assault The signal 
agx'eed upon was thus not observed, and my calculations for a 
simultaneous attack were baffled. 

It was with a sinking heart {le miir defaillanf) that I fol- 
lowed what was about to take place ; for in place of a simulta- 
neous assault on all points, there were going to be isolated 
assaults one after another, of which the success was more than 
doubtful. To remedy matters as far as |) 0 ssible, and to sustain 
the column on the right, which had already begun the assault, I 
sent orderly officers in all directions to give the troops the order 
not to wait any longer for the signal, but to support the attack 
of the column on the right. As was to be expected, a series of 
attacks one after another took place. Eeceived by an extremely 
murderous fire, no one body of troops could reach the great 
redoubt. But, with the exception of the Finland Regiment, 
no one of them fell back ; moving forward, they lay down 
behind shelter of one sort or another, and a few arrived within 
40 paces of the redoubt. As for the Finland Regiment, not 
finding any shelter in front of it, it was obliged to fallback, 
and establish itself again on the slope of the ridge in the dead 
space. In this assault Major-General lavroff, commanding the 
Finland Regiment, who was marching at the head of Ms regi- 
ment with heroic intrepidity, fell, mortally wounded. 

After this series of assaults, which were over by 4 o’clock 
in the afternoon, all the batteries ceased firing, for the troops 
were so close to the redoubt that their 'fire reached our own 
troops. 

As for withdrawing the troops in order to continue to can- 
nonade the redoubt, it was absolutely impossible to do it, on 
account of /the losses which they 'would unquestionably have 
sufiered in.; 'this movement,, and especially' on^ account of the bad 
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impressioa wlldi tliis movcBient in retreat would liave pro- 
duced upon tlie morale of the troops. I decided then to leave 
the troops in the positions which they occupied^ and to make a 
new assault at nightfalL After having given tlie necessary 
orders, I returned to the eminence opposite the 'village of Gorni- 
Duhiiik to there await the twilight. 

“There was observable a teriible silence, a silence of death. 
When darkness came, several bodies of troops crept closer to 
the redoubt. , Two battalions of the Izmailoff Eegimeiit, Major- 
General Ellis IL, of the suite of H. M. the Emperor, eom- 
mandiiig the regiment, at the head, advanced thus hj crawling 
for about 150 paces, and thus came within 50 paces of the 
redoubt. Simultaneously the troops .nislied forward, and' almost 
from all sides they penetrated into the redoubt. The immense 
flame of a fire which burst forth in the center ■ of tlie enemy^s 
work lit up the whole neighborhood, and announced the fall of 
the redoubt 'which the Turks had so long and so stubbornly 
defended.’’ 

The Eussian trophies were 1 Pasha, 53 officers, and 2,235 
men (not wounded) prisoners, 1 standard, 4 guns, and a large 
ninnber of small arms and ammunition. The Turkish losses 
were about 1,500 men. Those of the Eussians were as follows : 
2 brigade commanders and the chief and S officers of the 
Division Staff, wounded ; 2 regiment commanders and 1 battal- 
ion commander killed ; 1 regiment commander and 3 colonels 
wounded ; and the following ; 
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Total, 116 officers and 3,195 men. 


2. Attack of Telw. 

^ '. The coliiinn whose mission was - to protect, the Eussian .left 
flank against any attack from the direction of , Telis, and if pos- 
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fiible to gain' possession of that place, was composed of ; the ■ 
Jager Eegiment (4 battalions), the 1st and 2d Cavalry Brigades, 
1 sotnia of the 4th ■ Don Cossacks, and 20. -guns. It crossed' the 
river also at the Oirakova ford daring the night, and at 6:15 
A. M. took up its march toward Telis, leaving the greater part 
of the cavalry to cover its left flank. The infantry arrived on 
the high-road in front of the Telis redoubt about 9 a. m., and its 
artillery (12 pieces) opened fire upon the Turkish work at 1,200 
yards. At 10 a. m. the Jager Eegiment, formed in two lines, 
moved forward and drove the Turks out of some small rifle-pits 
which they had in front of the main work. But these shallow 
trenches being wholly open in the rear, i. e., toward the redoubt, 
and only about 200 yards from it, when the Eussians had 
gained possession of them it was not possible to remain there 
under the fire of the Turks ; it was necessary to retreat or 
assanlt the main work. They chose the latter, and rushed at it 
with great bravery, but without success. They found a little 
shelter in the irregularities of the ground about 100 paces in 
front of the parapet, and were lying there keeping up a hot 
fire with the Turks, when word was received from the cavalry 
off on the left that considerable Turkish reenforcements were 
approaching Telis from the South. As his force was evidently 
unequal to the task of gaining the redoubt, the Colonel of the 
Jager Eegiment then sounded the retreat, and the regiment fell 
back about a mile and a haM in the direction of Oirakova. The 
Turks, however, did not make an effort to follow them or to go 
past them to the relief of Gomi-Dtihnik. 

In this short affair the J%er Eegiment lost 26 officers and 
907 men. 

The result of the 24th of October was therefore the capture 
of the position of Gorm-Duhnik, hy which Gonrko got a firm 
footing in the center of the Turkish line of fortifications along 
the Sophia road. He immediately set to work to fortify his 
position, facing both ways on the road. The 1st Division was 
placed in position in front of Dolni-Dnbnik, the Eifle Brigade 

the 1st Brigade 3d Eoumanian 
Division, which was on the north and west of that place ; 
the 2d Division was placed in the works at Gorni-Duhnik, with 
one brigade in advance toward Telis, and the 1st Brigade , 3d 
: Division' was , brought from the . vicinity, of , Medevan toward 
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Telis OB tlie east. Tlie Cavalry Division was sent in observation 
on tlie left (beigMs of EaMta), tlireatemng the eomnninications 
of the Turks by the high-road, while the Caucasian Brigade of 
Cossacks demonstrated from the west-, against the Turkish works 
on that side of Telis. On the 28th of October these troops 
were simply advanced to within 1,500 yards of , the Turkish 
fortifications at TeliSj and from there opened fire with ^2 guns, 
firing principally shrapnel. This concentrated artillery fire was 
kept up from 11 a. m. to 2 p. h., when Gourko sent one of his 
prisoners with a note summoning the Pasha to surrender, and 
threatening to attack on all sides if his answer was not received 
in half an hour. The Pasha (Izmail Hakki) surrendered, with 
100 oflScers, 3,000 men, 4 guns, and an enormous quant% of 
small-arms ammunition destined for Plevna. 

As soon as this surrender took place, the cavalry of the 
Guard and the Cossacks joined hands on the south of the village, 
and attacked a large band of Tcherkesses supported by infantry 
who were posted about half way between Telis and Eadomirtza. 
They drove back the Tcherkesses, but were naturally brought 
to a halt by the infantry, and after a loss of about 50 men they 
fell hack a short distance toward Telis, establishing a picket-line 
in observation of the Turks. During the night the latter fell 
back upon Eadomirtza, and, assembling his force there, Ohefket 
Pasha abandoned all his fortifications and took up his retreat to 
the positions about Pravetz in the foot-hills of the Balkans. 

Meanwhile, on the other side of his position — ^i. e., toward 
Dolni-Dubnik — Gourko had posted the 1st Division across the 
high-road, and on its right a portion of the 9th Cavalry Division, 
keeping up communication with the 2d Brigade 3d Division 
(Guard), on the heights in front of Medevan, on the east bank 
of the Vid ; on its left was the Eifle Brigade, then the Eouma- 
nian Brigade, and then a large force of cavalry near EtropoL 
The two divisions of the Grenadier Corps which were en route 
to, Bulgaria had meanwhile partly arrived, and the first of 
them had been directed to the army of the Cesarevitch beyond 
Biela but they ware recalled by forced marches to Plevna, and, 
passing around the right flank of the Eoumanians, were to 
cross the river at' Eiben. Gourko only awaited the arrival of 
these troops to fill up the space on the north, and then he intend- 
ed to repeat at Dolni-Dubnik the measures which had gained 
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TeHs— i. e.j sml'oiiEd it on three sides with a large force of 
artillery, supported hy infantry four times as numerous as the 
defenders, then open a concentrated fire with shrapnel, and 
finally, if the Turks refused to surrender, make a simultaneous 
assault from all sides. The leading troops of the Grenadiers 
(2d Brigade 3d Division Grenadiers) arrived at Etropol late in 
the afternoon of October 31st. Gourko then wrote out his 
orders for the attack, fixing it at the 2d of ’hTovember. But the 
next morning at daylight the Eifle Brigade noticed a lack of 
defenders in the Turkish work near it, and immediately sent a 
party of volunteers to reconnoiter, who found the redoubt 
empty. The Turks had in fact abandoned all their positions at 
Dolni-Dubnik, and during the night had retreated into Plevna ; 
and as the day became more clear the last of the column could 
be distinguished just crossing the Plevna bridge. The troo|)s 
immediately moved forward and took up a position just outside 
the range of the Tui'kish guns on the heights north of Mede- 
van. The investment of Plevna was complete. (See Plate 17.) 



CHAPTEE VII 

EVENTS ON OTHER PORTIONS OF THE : THEATRE OF WAB FROM SEP- 
TEMBER TO: DECEJHBEE, IStT — SHIPKA— THE LOM — THE LOWER 
BANIJBE—GOIJKKO’S ADVANCE TO OEKHANIE. 

It is now necessary to refer briefly to tbe course of events 
at tbe other points of the theatre of wan 

SHIPKA PASS. 

(See Plate 13.) 

In a previous chapter we have seen that Suleiman Pasha 
made a succession of fierce^ mad assaults upon the Enssians at 
SMpha from the 21st to the 26th of August, and that, having 
caused great losses on both sides, but having gained no ground 
whatever, he was forced to desist and to reorganize his' force and 
call for more reenforcements. The Enssians on their side did 
what they could to repair losses and prepare for a new struggle ; 
they strengthened their owif position by fortification, dug trench- 
es and covered ways along that' part of the road commanded by 
the Turkish fire from the Bald Mountain, and brought a few 
mortars into position; but as they received no reenforcements 
(all those which arrived in Bulgaria at this time being directed 
toward Plevna for the great purpose of capturing or defeating 
Osman^s army), they had , no troops available for undertaking 
any operations to dislodge the Turks from their commanding 
positions; and therefore they (the Enssians) remained on the 
same ground, viz., the three hills on the high-road at the summit 
of the pass. Their; daily losses were from 6 to 10 men. On 
the 13th of September the Turks increased their fire both in 
infantry and artillery, and the latter, included four large mortars ' 
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concealed in tiie woods in front of Mount St. McliolaSj wMcIi 
did great damage to tlie Rnssians, wtose losses increased to about 
40 men per day. At tlie same time some demonstrations were 
made on eitber flank by Tcberkesses, resnlting in some skir- 
mishes wMcb accomplisked nothing. 

This cannonade continned for four days, and then, at 3 a. m. 
on the 17th of September, Znleiman sent forward his infantry 
to the assault on all sides, directing as previously his strongest 
efforts against Mount St. Mcholas. Here the Turks, under cover 
of the darkness, climbed up to within about 100 yards of the 
batteries and trenches on the summit, drove the Eussians out of 
the advanced trenches, and established their own position by 
means of the gabions and fascines which they had brought with 
them. At daylight a fierce fight opened for the possession of 
this hill, and lasted till noon. Eadetzky hastened thither in 
person, taking with him the 56th Eegiment to reenforce the 
63d, which held this portion of the line. The Turks made sev- 
eral desperate efforts to drive the Eussians from the top of the 
hill, but without success ; and the Eussians in turn were unable 
to drive the Turks back beyond the trenches they had taken 
and constructed before daylight. The straggle went on all the 
morning, and the bayonet was very freely used on both sides. 
A part of the 35th and 55th Eegiments was brought up to the 
hill during the morning, and finally about noon portions of the 
53d and 56th rushed forward upon the Turks, and succeeded in 
driving them out. This assault cost the Eussians dear, but nev- 
ertheless it accomplished the defeat of the Turks. 

Upon the Eussian right flank (northern hill) the Turks had 
begun their attack also at daylight ; the Eussians allowed them 
to approach within fifty yards, and then opened on them with 
volley-firing, under which the Turkish lines withered, and the 
men fell back. Twice more they tried it, and with the same 
result. At 9 o’clock they withdrew altogether in this quarter. 

The loss of the Eussians on this day was 31 officers and some- 
thing over 1,000 men. That of the Turks was naturally much 
larger, and was estimated hy General Eadetzky in his report at 
not less than 3,000. men. The south , side oi Mount St, Mcholas 
was a mass of corpses.' Suleiman, having gained nothing by 
this assault, resumed the ordinary mortar and sharpshooter /prac- 
tice, which continued, for. ten days; when he was nominated to 
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the command of the Army in the Quadrilateral, and succeeded 
at Shipka by Efouf Pasha. 

Eeouf found it necessary to reorganize the army which 
Suleiman had turned over to him. Soon afterward bad weather 
arrived, and, in this high altitude, a considerable quantity of 
snow. This impeded operations during the month of October, 
and in November Q-ourko began advancing toward Sophia, 
which caused a portion of Eeouf s troops to be moved in that 
direction. Eeouf soon afterward was recalled to Constantinople 
and made Minister of War, and was succeeded by Vessil Pasha, 
whose force was then increased by troops brought from the 
Quadrilateral. 

But, although desultory firing was kept up during all these 
months, the Turks undertook no serious assault after the 17th 
of September ; and, on the other hand, the Eussians never loos- 
ened their grip upon the position which they had captured on 
the 19 th of July. In the first week of January, as wiU be sub- 
sequently explained, they turned the pass on both flanks and 
captm-ed Vessil Pasha and his army in tofo. 

OPEEATIONS ON THE LOM. 

(See Plate 14.) 

We have already followed in a previous chapter the advance 
of Meheraet Ali against the detachment of the Oesarevitch dur- 
ing the months of August and September, his successes in the 
battles of Karahassankoi and Katzelevo, his defeat at Cerkovna, 
and his subsequent retreat to the Hne of the White Lorn, where 
on the 2d of October he was replaced by Suleiman. 

The detatchment of the Oesarevitch at this time counted, as 
before, the XII. and XIII. Corps ; and the 26th Division on their 
right, keeping up communication with the XI. Corps on the 
west of Timova ; but the dispersion of his force, which had so 
largely contributed to the necessity for his retreat before the 
force of Mehemet Ali in September, was now avoided, and his 
troops were " Well in hand, in fortified positions between the 
Danube near Metchka and the mouth of the Banitchka Lom— a 
distance of ' only about • 18 miles. ' The' country on his right, 
being most difiicult of approach, was occupied only by detach- 
ments of the 26th Division in observation. The defense of the 
road from Osman-Bazar to Tirnova was intrusted to the XI. 
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Corps under General Dellingliaiisen, wlio had replaced Prince 
Shakofskoij the latter being broken down by sickness. 

Although Snleiman took command of the Army in the 
Quadrilateral in the first week in October, it was not until the 
26tli of NoTember that he undertook any serious operations. 
He first assembled a large force at the village of Kadikoi, eight 
miles south of Eustchuk, and apparently threatened the Oesare- 
viteh’s left flank, and at the same time began building a bridge 
from Silistria toward the Eoumanian bank of the Danube. 
Against this the Eussians simply diverted the 24th Division, 
which was en route through Bucharest. This demonstration 
against Eoumania was made in conjunction with an intended 
descent of some Hungarians from the Carpathians upon the line 
of the Eussian communications ; but this latter proved wholly 
abortive, and, the 24th Division being more than ample for 
the defense of the passage of the river at Silistria, the Turkish 
bridge was taken up and the whole movement amounted to 
nothing. Suleiman then moved the bulk of his force to Eaz- 
grad, and began reconnoitering in front of that place, at the same 
time that bands of Tcherkesses and some infantry made demon- 
strations on the road from Osman-Bazar to Elena, Still, nothing 
serious was attempted. The troops of the Oesarevitch were 
kept constantly on the alert and made frequent reconnaissances 
in order to keep themselves informed of Suleiman’s movements. 
The result was a constant series of skiimishes. Pinally, in the 
latter part of November (Gourko’s troops being already in the 
foot-hills of the Balkans on the Sophia road), Suleiman rapidly 
assembled a large force near Eustchuk, and on the 19th drove 
the Eussians, with a loss of about 200 men, from their advanced 
position near Pirgos to their principal position near Metchka ; 
but in the afternoon of the same day the Eussians reenforced 
the point attacked, and drove the Turks out of Pirgos and back 
across the Lorn. On the 26th Snleiman renewed his attack in 
greater force upon the position of the XII. Corps at Metchka 
; and Tristenik. A very considerable affair took place, in which 
the whole of the XII. Corps was engaged; the Turks attacked 
with great energy, but were wholly unsuccessful, and in their 
retreat were followed hy the XIL Corps and driven across the 
Lorn, The Eussian official report states that the Turks lost 1,200 
Anen,, and: that^^ 28 officers and men. . 
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On tlie same day demonstrations were made by tbe Turks 
in front of Eatzelevo, as well as on the roads leading from 
Dsman-Bazar. 

On the 4tli of, December a large force (reported at SO 3 OOO 
men)j which had advanced by the road leading from Osman- 
Bazar thi’ongh Elena to Timova, fell upon the two regiments 
of the 9 th Division (yill. Corps) occupying a fortified position 
in the ravine of Mahren, two miles east of Elena. The attack 
was made at day lights and the Eussian commander, Prince 
Mirsky, seems to have Peen taken somewhat hy surprise ; his 
position' was 'surrounded on. 'three sides, and his troops, were 
driven back to Elena with a loss of 50 officers and 1,800 men, 
as well as 11 guns, '4 of which had been dismounted and the 
other 7 had all their horses killed. This afiair was also remark- 
able as being almost the only .one in the whole course of the 
campaign in which the Turks took any prisoners. ,^They here 
captured about 500 men, who were taken to 'Constantinople and 
well cared for. 

, The Eiissians fell back in disorder to their fortifications, at 
Elena, and hastily brought up part of the XI. Corps from the 
vicinity of Tirnova to their aid. The Turks did not follow up 
■their success, and on the Oth, the Eussian reenforeeinents having 
arrived, Prince Mirsky advanced to his old positions, and the 
Turks retreated, after some skirmishing, in the direction of Os- 
inan-Bazar. ' 

At last, after this long series of indecisive combats, skir- 
mishes, and demonstrations upon both flanks of a line 75 miles 
long,. Suleiman made an attack in force with' about 35,000 men 
(60 battalions) upon the left flank of the Oesarevitcli^s detaeli- 
ment, 1 . e., at Metchka and Tristenik, near the Danube. This 
was on the 12 th of December, Plevna having fallen two ' . days 
before. 

At this . time the position of the XIL Corps, forming the 
left of .the Oesarevitcli^s detachment, was as follows (see Plates 
14 and 15) : 'at Metchka, near the Danube, 1 st Brigade 12 tli 
Division ; at .. Tristenik, 4 miles southeast of Metchka, 2 d Brigade 
12th Division— both, .in ..positions well fortified; in, reserve to 
this line, the 2 'd ' Brigade 33d Division. The 129tli Kegiment of 
■the same division was at Damogila, and the 130th at Tabashka, 
ill observation of .the Lom. On their right was the XIIL 
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Corps, of wMcfi tLe 2d Brigade 35tli Biyision was nearest (and 
was bronglit into action on tbe 12tli of. December), Tbe 12tb 
Oayalry Division was on tbe right and left of Tristenik, and 
furnished the cavalry pickets on a line from the Danube to the 
Lorn, about four miles in front of the infantry position. The 
total strength of these troops was therefore 30 battalions, about 
25,000 men, with 16 squadrons and 120 gxins. The XII, Corps 
was commanded by the Grand Duke Yladimir, second son of 
the Emperor. 

The two villages of Tristenik and Metchka lie each in a deep 
ravine, flowing to the Danube, and the branches of these ravines 
make the country in front of Tristenik very broken and difficult 
for manoeuvres. On the other side of the high-road are shorter 
but equally deep ravines flowing into the Lorn, whose banks are 
precipitous, and the bed of its stream fully 350 feet below the 
level of the plateau between it and the Danube. The position of 
the Eussians was a very favorable one, completely commanding, 
over an open plateau, the approaches from Eustchuk, either by 
the high-road which passes near Tristenik, or by the river road 
near Metchka, Behind their left flank, at the island of Batin, 
the Eussians had a ponton bridge (built in the month of 
October) over the Danube, and on the Eoumanian shore, near 
Giurgevo, were several siege batteries. 

On the afternoon of the 10th of December the Turks drove 
in the Eussian pickets, and appeared in considerable force in 
front of the Eussian positions. The troops of the latter were 
on the alert, but the Turks retired at sunset without making an 
attack. The next day the Eussians made preparations for an 
expected attack, and brought the 129th Eegiment to Tristenik, 
replacing it at Damogila by the 2d Brigade 35th Division, and 
also moved the 130th Eegiment a short distance down the Lorn. 
On the morning of the 12th, the Enssian batteries at Parapan 
(5 miles sonthwest of Giurgevo) signaled that the Turks were 
moving out of Eustchuk, and at the same time another force 
of them was discovered by the pickets crossing the Lorn just 
below Kadikoi Each column contained about 30 battalions 
and 25 guns. That from Eustchuk immediately advanced along 
the river road, and at ,9' jL.M. opened; the' battle by an, attack 
the Eussian position at Metchka. Soon afterwardthe other col- 
umn came into position on its left (southeast) against the interval 
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between the works at Metchka and those at Tristenik. A strong 
line of skirmishers extended on its left all the way to the Lorn. 

The 2d Brigade ,33d Division was immediately moved 
forward to occupy the small trenches in this interval ; but no 
other change was made in the position of the troops until the 
Turks should have developed their plan of attack. The Turks 
made several unsuccessful assaults upon the Enssian redoubt at 
Metchkaj and by noon it was evident that their plan was to 
throw their whole weight upon the left flank of the Enssian 
position^ gain possession of the works at Metchka, and then 
advance against the Batin bridge ; the left flanlc of the Turks, 
between the high-road and the Lorn, seemed to be very weak. 
As the most efiSlcacions way of meeting this attack, the Enssian 
commander determined to throw forward his right flank against 
this weak line and thus threaten the Turkish left and rear, and 
at the same time to attack in force with his center; and also 
to execnte this movement before the enemy should have had 
time to concentrate too strong a force against Metchka. The 
2d Brigade 12th Cavalry Division was therefore moved for- 
ward in the space between the high-road and the Lorn, and, 
dismounting a part of its force, gained possession of the plateau 
about four miles in front of Tristenik ; the 2d Brigade 35th Di- 
vision and the 4Yth Eegiment at the same time followed on 
its left along the high-road, and coming on the plateau, sup- 
ported the cavalry, who were Just beginning to be forced back. 
These three regiments then established themselves on this 
plateau, and, bringing five batteries into action, opened a ter- 
rible fire with shrapnel upon the flank of the Turkish reserves, 
which were still massed in the ravines. At the same time the 
2d Brigade 33d Division began to advance through the inter- 
val between Metchka and Tristenik. The result of this double 
attack was not long in doubt ; by 2 o’clock thfe Turks were in 
full retreat, and ' then the troops in the works at Metchka in 
their turn began to advance. The result was a complete rout 
of the TurkS' at every point, and a somewhat precipitate ' re- 
treat to Eustchiik and across the Lorn, at Erasnoe. They 
were followed by the Enssian cavalry until darloiess set in. 
.Their losses were nearly 3,000 (as. ^ estimated in the Eussian 
official report), among which were 800 dead left on the field. 
The Enssian , losses were 24, officers and 775 men. The- Turk- 


288 


THE CAMPAIGH IH BULGAEIA 

isK losses were caused iu large part* by the shrapnel of' the 
Eussian artillery. 

For more than five months the detachment of the Gesare- 
vitch— which, even counting the 26th Division, had never num- 
bered over 55,000 infantry— had guarded the left flank of the 
Eussian Army and secured its communications against any attack 
coming from the direction of the Turkisli fortresses. During 
the latter part of August and the first of September, having 
stretched itself out over a line more than 60 miles in length, 
and having its right flank within a few miles of Eazgrad, it was 
attacked by Mehemet Ali, who had at his disposal a force of 
more than 65,000 infantry. It was thus driven back and driven 
together, but it checked Mehemet All’s advance by the defeat it 
inflicted upon him at Cerkovna (September 21st) ; immediately 
after which Mehemet AH returned to Ms old positions. It then 
took up a more compact position in front of Eustchiik, and here 
awaited the further attacks of the Turks. Suleiman, having at 
Ms disposal about the same force as Mehemet Ali, and having 
very thoroughly reconnoitered the whole Eussian position, endea- 
vored on the 26th of November to break through the left flank 
of it near the Danube. FaiHng in this, he ordered the attack 
upon Elena (in which Prince Mirsky’s detachment of the VIII. 
Corps was so badly cut up), with the apparent object of divert- 
ing a portion of the Eussian troops from the vicinity of the 
Danube to the neighborhood of Tirnova; and a week later 
Suleiman again attacked (December 12th), this time with the 
bulk of his force, in the vicinity of the Danube. But his troops 
were tactically badly handled, and before they were all engaged 
the Eussians took advantage of this and fell upon his exposed 
flank at the same time that they engaged him in front. Sulei- 
man was badly defeated and driven back across the Lorn. Plevna 
had already fallen, and Gourko was threatening the Balkan 
defenses near Sophia. Placing a portion of his troops within 
the fortifications of Eustehuk and Shumla, Suleiman hastened 
to the south of the Balkans with the remainder. 

Thus ended all active operations on the Lom. The achieve- 
ments of the Oesarevitch’s detachment have been somewhat 
obscured by the more bloody engagements around Plevna, and 
the subsequent brilliant advance over the Balkans ; but it must 
not be forgotten that throughout the campaign it fulfiled to the 
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letter, and without drawing reenforcements from the other parts 
of the 'army, the task which was assigned to it, viz., do assure 
the safety of the left flank of the Army and to mask the Qiiadrh 
lateral of Turkish fortresses. 

omMATiom m the dobeudja and on the lowee Danube. 

(See Hate 2.) • 

General Zimmermann, as we have already seen, had crossed 
the Danube at Galatz on the 22d of June and gained a footing 
on the south bank of the river, the Turks retreating up the Do- 
brudja. As soon as the water fell low enough to use his bridge 
at Braila, Ziinmermami crossed the rest of his force at that point 
and advanced slowly up the Dohrudja. His force consisted of 
the XIY. Corps, with the 1st Don Cossack Division and part of 
the 7th Eegular Cavalry Division. A portion of the infantry of 
the VII. Corps took up the line of observation on the lower 
Danube beloAV Galatz. 

Zimmermann reached the line of Trajan’s Wail and occupied 
it without opposition on the 18th of July. His own communi- 
cations were maintained by the river, which was in possession 
of the Russians as far as Silistria, and also by the Dobrudja and 
the Braila bridge. His instructions were to hold the line of 
Trajan’s Wall, from Kustendje on the coast to Tchernavoda on 
the Danube, against any advance by the Turks, and to observe 
the Black Sea coast and prevent any landing there. He had 
about 22,000 infantry ; at least half this force would necessarily 
have to be left to occupy the points above named, leaving him 
only little over 10,000 men for any offensive movements. The 
latter were therefore out of the question, as the Turks had about 
25,000 men in liis front, 10,000 at Bazardjik, and 15,000 at Silis- 
tria, besides small forces at Mangalia and Kavarna on the coast. 
The infantry of Zimmermann’s corps therefore remained on the 
line of Trajan’s WaU until after the passage of tlie Balkans in 
the following January; his cavalry were occupied with skir- 
mishes and reconnaissances in their front, by which they kept 
themselves informed of the position of the Turks— who on their 
part undertook no serions offensive movements. Zimmermann’s 
r61e was purely defensive, and he accomplished the task assigned 

I to ■ Mm, viz., to cover the Russian line of communications in 

Roiimania from any attacks from the direction of the Dobrudja. 
19 
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In short, the detachment of the Oesareviteh on one side and 

that of Zimmermann on the other, with the aid of the Dannhe 
on the third, completely masked the fortifications of the Quad- 
rilateral. 

On the Lower Dannhe nothing of consequence took place . 
until the first week in October. The Turkish fleet of three 
ironclads and as many wooden ships of Jp^rar remained aH the 
time in the harbor of Snlina, and attempted nothing. On the 
8th of October a combined force under Lientenant-General 
TerevMne, consisting of one regiment of the VII. Corps on the 
land, and six small gunboats and six torpedo boats on the river, 
advanced toward Snlina. At 12 miles from the port they halted 
and placed a line of torpedoes across the Snlina arm ; the Turks 
kept np a heavy fire from their gunboats, but did not succeed 
in interrupting the Eussian works. During the night the Eus- 
sians advanced a short distance and placed a second line of 
torpedoes. 

On the morning of the 9th, Commander Dikoff advanced in 
a gunboat of light draught toward the port of Snlina ; the 
Turkish wooden ship Kartal came out and engaged him. Both 
of these crafts, having a light draught, passed over the line of 
torpedoes as Commander Dikoff retreated; but about 9 a.m. a 
large ship also came out to the attack, struck one of the torpe- 
does in the first line, and instantly sank with nearly all her 
crew. The ship was a three-masted, sea-going, broadside iron- 
clad, carrying 5 guns and a crew of about 225 men. 

After this affair the Eussians erected batteries on the shore,, 
and by means of them and their little flotiUa defended their 
lines of torpedoes. The two Turkish ironclads remained at 
Snlina. They exchanged shots occasionally with the Eussian 
batteries, but nothing of importance occurred until the follow- 
ing month of Jannary. 

GOimKO’s AnVANCE TO OEKHAHIE. 

■ : With the arrival of the two divisions of Grenadiers at Plevna 
a few days after Gourko had completed the investment on the 
west side, the total force: of ^ Eussians and Eoumanians:' blockad- 
ing that place amounted to 191 batl^aEons, 120 squadrons, an^ 
650 guns, or about 160,000 men. This was much more than 
was absolutely necessary for the investment. At the same time 
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it was known tliat lleliemet Ali Pasta. had been sent to SopMa 
to relieve Oliefket Pasta, and if possible to organize a force 
siifficieiit to iimrcli to the relief of Plevna and, raises the siege. 
As the , most : efScacions means of preventing tMs lay in an 
offensive 1110 veiiieiit against Mehemet Ali, and as tbe troops 
could be spared, a detacliment- of about 36,000 men (1st and 2d 
Infantry Divisions, \ Jlifle Brigade, and 2d Cavalry Division 
of tlie G-iiard, and tlie Brigade of Caucasian Cossacks) was 
formed iiiider tlie orders of General Goiirko and sent sontt 
along tlie Sopliia road ..toward tlie Balkans. 

Aboiit tlie same time, or in fact a little before, tke 3d Divi- 
sion of tlie Line, wHcli was posted' at Lovtcba, bad ■pushed for- 
ward toward the Balkans and occupied the town of Trojan, and 
then, moving west over the foot-hills, had captured, after a small 
fight viii the. Slst of October, the town of Tetevan. The small- 
ness of this force prevented its penetrating farther, and it was 
.to operate : in, the district west of Tetevan, i. e., in the neigh- 
borhood of the high-road to Sopliia, that Gomko waS' sent for- 
ward. 

Goiirko began his march southward on November IStli, the 
infantry of his command and 20 squadrons of cavaliy following 
the high-road to Sophia, and 20 squadrons of cavalry on his 
right following up the valley of the lsker and thence over the 
foot-hills of the Balkans to Vratza — the princijial town on the 
direct road from Sopliia to Widdin — ^wMch they captured after 
a skirmish on the 9th of November, . ' 

The Cossacks had already occupied Tablonitza on the .5th, 
and the infantry of Gourko’s column arrived there on the. IStli, 
and was Joined by the 2d Brigade 3d Division (Eegiments No. 
11 and 12), coming from Lovtcha and- Tetevan. The next two 
..days were occupied ill reconnaissances, in addition to those 
which had already been made by the cavalry. From these it 
was learned that all the roads leading over the Balkans in this 
vicinity were fortified and occupied by' .the Tui'ks. .. The.. first 
of these positions was on the high-road near .the village of, Pra- 
vetz. Here the .road, after leaving the .village, of Osikova, 
climbs .over a liigh spur of mountain,-. and then , suddenly .de- 
scends into a narrow^., gorge through which flows , a little stream 
called the Pravetz into the Isker Eiver. The heights on either 
side of this gorge were fortified. with, batteries and trenches, so 


292' 


THE OAMPAIGH IF BUiaAEIA. 


situated as to command the gorge and to enfilade the road along 
the portion of it which crossed the spur. On the eastern slope 
of this spur, and about fiye miles from Pravetz, was another 
defile, through which flowed a considerable stream known as 
the Little Isker, at the head of which lies the town of EtropoL 
Along the banks of this stream is a road to Etropol, and beyond 
(south) of that town there is a trail leading oyer the mountains. 
To defend this trail the Turks had seyeral small works just in 
front of the town of Etropol. (See Plate 18.) 

After passing thi-ough the Prayetz gorge the high-road comes 
into a little yalley and makes a sharp turn to the west, and follows 
this direction for about eight miles, when it reaches the town 
of Orkhanie, and then turning sharp to the southeast follows 
another narrow defile to the crest of the Balkans at Araba- 
Konak, and oyer them into the plain of Sophia. At Orkhanie, 
the entrance of this defile, was a yery extensiye series of forti- 
fications. On the left of this town and fiye miles from it were 
some fortifications covering a trail which led over the mountains 
past the village of Lutikova. The position of Pravetz, with 
Etropol on its right flank, was the first line of Turkish defense ; 
that of Orkhanie, with Lutikova on its left flank, their second 
line ; and Araba-Konak (the crest of the Balkans) their third line. 
The high-road was in good order, although its grades were often 
as steep as one in ten ; the other roads were of the most primitiYe 
nature- In all their positions the Turks had about 25,000 men, 
of whom the greater part were at Orkhanie. 

Grourko’s plan of operations against this whole series of posi- 
tions was to make a strong attack upon the Pravetz position, at 
the same time that demonstrations were made against the two 
flanks — i. e., Lutikova and Etropol — ^in order to prevent the 
Turks from reenforcing Pravetz. The demonstration against 
Etropol was to be made in considerable force, and might be con- 
verted into a serious attack at the discretion of the officer 
commanding the column. The tactical dispositions for the 
attack of the Pravetz position were to demonstrate against its 
front, which was nearly inaccessible, and turn its left flank from 
the north. In pursuance of this plan, -Gourko^s field orders, 
dated Tablonitza, Kovember'21st, prescribed the following move- 
ments for the next day : 

: EegimentNo. 12, with 8.4-pdrs., and 3 sotiiias, tO' iollow 
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tlie road leading from Tetevan to Etropol, and arrive in front of 
tlie latter place and open fire by 10 a. m. , 

2. Preobrazlieiislvj Regiment, with 2 9-pdrs., and 2 mountain 
guns, and 3 sotnias, to follow the road through the gorge of the 
Little Isker toward EtropoL 

3. Grenadier Regiment (of the Guard), 1 battalion of lltli 
Regiment, 12 field-giins, the 4th Dragoons, and 12 horse-gnns, 
to be on the Tetevan-Etropol road in reserve to the first two 
eoliinins. 

The above troops (12 battalions, 38 guns, and 10 squadrons) 
to be under command of Major-General Dandeville, who was to 
confine his movement to a strong demonstration against Etropol, 
unless the enemy showed signs of weakness ; in which ease, ac- 
cording to his own discretion, he was to convert it into a serious 
and energetic attack. 

4. Moscow Regiment, 2d and 3d Rifle Battalions, 3 sotnias, 
and 14 guns, under command of Major-General Ellis, to follow 
the highroad and attack the front of the Pravetz position. 

5. Simeonof Regiment, 1st and 4th Rifle Battalions, 3 sotnias 
of Cossacks, and 1 squadron of Hussars, and 8 guns, under 
Major-General Rauch, to follow the small road through Vedraia, 
Kaliigerova, and Lakovitza, and attack the Pravetz position on 
its left flank, and if possible from its rear. 

6. Izmailoff Regiment, 2 battalions of 11th Regiment, 2 
squadrons of Hussars, and 8 guns, to remain as reserve to columns 
4 and 6, and take position on the high-road near Osikova. 

The troops of Nos, 4, 5, and 6 (17 battalions, 9 squadrons, 
and 30 guns) to be under command of Lieutenant-General Count 
Slioiivaloff. 

7. Jager, Paul, and Pinland Regiments, 2 squadrons and 
72 guns, to form a general reserve for the whole force, and be 
posted on the high-road at the intersection of the road to Etropol 

8. T*wo Regiments of Oavahy to leave Vratza at such time 
as to arrive in front of Liitikova and open fire upon it with 
artillery by 10 a, m. 

The movement took place very much as ordered, barring 
a delay due to the impassability ■ of the mountain paths which 
Rauches column had to follow. These troops started on the 
evening of the 21st, and marched the greater part of that night 
and the next two days, but did not arrive in range of the Turks 
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unta the afternoon of the 23d. Meanwhile the troops of Gen- 
eral Ellis had adranced along the high-road, driYen the Turkish 
adyanced posts out of their trenches on the mountain sides east 
of the Pravetz defile, and dragged some artillery into position on 
the eastern side of this defile in range of the Turkish position, 
and opened fire with them across the deep gorge. Three bat- 
talions of the Moscow Regiment had also « been sent down the 
mountain into the valley on the left near the village of Pravetz 
(their places being filled by the Izmailoff and 11th Regiments 
from the reserve), thus threatening the right flank of the Turks. 
Rothing decisive took place, however, until Ranch’s column, 
climbing an extremely steep mountain, appeared on the very back 
of the Turkish position, about 4 p. m. November 23d. The 
Turks then made but a slight resistance, and hastily retreated 
down the other side of the mountain in the direction of Orkhanie. 
Their retreat was effected under cover of a dense fog which 
settled in the valleys, and by the darkness of night which soon 
set in. 

The two detachments of the Etropol column arrived in front 
of the Turkish position near that town on the 22d, and an effort 
was made to seize the redoubts on either flank of the Turkish 
line by 2 , but it was unsuccessful at both points. 

The Russians then concentrated their labors upon dragging 
artillery on to the high ridges flanking the Turkish line, which 
ridges the Turks had failed to occupy. During the 23d and the 
following night they then succeeded in quite reaching around 
both flanks of the Turks. The latter were greatly outnumbered, 
and when the Russians opened a vigorous fire about 3 p. m. 
November 24:th, they abandoned all their works and made a hasty 
retreat through the town of Etropol. There they divided, one 
portion following a trail leading over the mountains to Slatitza, 
and the other portion following a trail up to Mount Shandarnik, 
which formed the right flank of the Turkish position across the 
Araba-Konak Pass. The latter abandoned 3 Krupp guns, 2 cais- 
sons, and over 300 carts loaded with ammunition. 

The cavalry column, which, forming part of the general 
movement, was to threaten, the Turkish position at Lutikova and 
Novatchin, met with misfortune. : In the mountain-roads in 
that region, it got into a mlr-de-saoj md came near being cut off. 
It was obliged to retreat, losing two guns, one of which was thrown 
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down a precipice to prevent its falling into tne liands of the 
enemy. In this unfortunate affair 10 officers and 69 men were 
killed or wounded. The detachment, however, may he said to 
have accomplished its object, since it diverted the attention of 
the Turks and caused them to send a considerable force toward 
Novatchin, and not toward Pravetz, the real point of attack. 

As soon as the J^ravetz position had been carried, General 
Eanch crossed over (November 25th) by a monntain-road into 
the Etropol valley, taking with him the Simeonoff Eegiinent ; 
this united the Whole of the 1st Division of the Guard and the 
two regiments (Nos. 11 and 12) of the Sd Division of the Line 
in the Etropol valley, leaving the 2d Division of the Guard and 
the Eifle Brigade in the Orkhanie-Pravetz valley. The advance 
guard of the latter, under General Ellis, composed of the Moscow 
and Finland Eegiments and the Eifle Brigade, advanced about 
six miles west from Pravetz, and brought their artillery into 
position in front of two large redoubts which guarded the high- 
road a few miles east of the town of Orkhanie. During the 
night of the 26th the Turks evacuated these two redoubts, as well 
as their position at Novatchin and the town of Orkhanie, and fell 
back to their works near the village of Yratches, which guarded 
the entrance to the long defile of the Araba-Konak Pass. These 
works were very extensive and admirably constructed; rising 
above one another in tiers on the mountain-side, they completely 
commanded every point of the plan in front of the mouth of the 
defile. They might fairly be considered as im;pTegnahh to a 
front assault. Ellis’s troops therefore simply halted in observa- 
tion in front of them. 

But meanwhile a portion of the troops in the Etropol valley, 
viz., the Izmailoff Eegiment of the Guard and the 12th Eegiment 
of the Line, under command of General Dandeville, had been 
climbing the mountain range which formed the eastern side of 
the Araba-Konak defile, and on the afternoon of November 28th 
they drove the Turkish outposts away from a mountain, called 
Greote, in front of Shandamik. A portion of the 12th Eegi- 
ment even followed the retreating Turks into the Shandamik 
redoubt, but there the Turks rallied in superior numbers and 
drove them out again. Nevertheless, Dandeville maintained Ms 
position on the Greote mountain. The western slope of this moun- 
tain is a ridge which has a gently sloping crest for a few miles, 
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wlien it is abruptly terminated by a steep descent terminating in 
the bigli-road at the bottom of the gorge. By simply moving to 
the western end of this ridge — as he would have done the next 
day — Dandeville could post his men on inaccessible heights com- 
pletely enfilading the high-road for a distance of nearly two 
miles. In short, the Vratches position at the northern entrance 
of the defile was completely turned, and drying the night of the 
28th the Turks evacuated it and retreated to the redoubts of 
Shandarnik. Their retreat was so hasty that, for lack of trans- 
portation, they abandoned 3,000,000 rounds of small-arms ammu- 
nition, several thousand rounds of artillery ammunition, a com- 
plete ponton train of 25 iron boats, about 2,000,000 rations in 
flour, rice, and hard bread, several thousand bushels of oats, and 
a large quantity of clothing. In fact, the bulk of the stock of 
the depot which had been formed at Orkhanie, to be sent to 
Plevna with the Belief Army,’’ fell into the hands of the 
Eussians ; and very welcome it was in view of the bad weather 
which had just set in, the length of Gourko’s line of communi- 
cation (130 miles from the Danube at Sistova), and the bad con- 
dition of the roads. 

Gourko’s losses at Pravetz, Etropol, Shandarnik, and Novat- 
c!hin were in all less than 500 men. There was not much hard 
fighting, but an almost unprecedented amount of hard marching, 
climbing, and dragging of guns by hand. Several of the men had 
died from sheer exhaustion in hauling the guns up the mountains. 
Gourko’s force was not so very much superior to that of the 
enemy, the numbers being about 35,000 and 25,000 ; but by his 
mancBuvres of demonstrating against the front of impregnable 
positions and turning their flanks, he succeeded in eight days in 
dislodging the Turks from all their fortified points in the foot- 
hills, and forcing them hack — with the loss of immense quanti- 
ties of supplies — ^to their main position on the crest of the 
Balkans. 

All hopes of relieving the beleaguered army of Plevna van- 
ished from tliis time. Por Mehemet Ali it was no longer a ques- 
tion of marching to the aid of Osman, hut of defending the line 
of the Balkans. 

Gourko immediately sent the Grenadier Eegiment (of the 
1st Division of the Guard) to observe the enemy’s position at 
Slatitza, and disposed the rest of his troops in front of the Shan- 
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damik position. General Eancli, with tlie Preobra^liensky and 
Simeonoff Eegiments, and the lltk in reserve, took position 
opposite the right flank (east) of the high Shandomik redoubt • 
but being nearly 1,500 feet lower than it, his artillery could’ 
accomplish but little. General Dandeville, with the Izmailoff 
Finland, and 12th Eegiments, occupied the ridge extending from 
Mount Greote west tq the high-road; while General Ellis, with 
the Moscow Eegiment and the Eifle Brigade, took up a position 
on a height on the west of the road, and was here somewhat 
fiercely attacked (December 1st) by the Turks, but held his 
ground, after a loss of 150 men. 

The Turks therefore were on the Shandamik ridge, i. e., the 
main crest of the Balkans, with six redoubts, containing 15 guns, 
forming a fortified position about 7,000 yards in length on both 
sides of the high-road. Gourko’s troops were on the Greote ridge, 
nearly parallel to the other, and about 4,000 yards from it and 
on a height on the other (western) side of the Ai-aba-Konak goro-e. 
!Mount Greote is at an altitude of over 4,000 feet above the sea 
(and the ridge but little less), while the Ai-aba-Konak and Etropol 
valleys are at an altitude of from 1,500 to 1,800 feet. There 
were no roads worthy the name leading up the mountain, but 
nevertheless Gourko’s men, assisted by a levy of 200 or’ 300 
Bulgarians, succeeded in the course of four days in haulino- up 
by drag-ropes, 60 guns (of which half were 9-pdrs.), and pkciiS 
them in position on these heights. Gourko was therefore greatly 
superior to the Turks in artilleiy, but its use was much hindered 
by the dense fogs and clouds which hung over the ravines sepa- 
rating the two lines; and moreover, it is impossible to destroy 
earthworks at 4,000 yards, or to render them uninhabitable, by 
shrapnel. The works were considered too strong for an open 
assault, and with the force then at Gourko’s disposal it was 
deemed imprudent to advance over the Balkans by a turning 
movement (such as was subsequently executed) and increase the 
length of his line of communication, which was already very 
^eat. Gourko therefore remained simply in observation, keep- 
ing up a desultory artillery fire, until the fall of Plevna kould 
give him more troops. The main object of his advance, viz., 
to prevent the possibility of a relief army coming to break the 
investment of Plevna, had been most completely accomplished. 

Meanwhile the Eomnanians had brought a portion of their 
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reserve force^ wMcli had been in observation along the course of 
the upper Danube tbrougbout the campaign, across the river above 
Nikopolis, and advancing along the south bank, had attacked the 
Turkish fortifications at Eahova and carried them by assault on 
the 19th of November. They then advanced to the next forti- 
fied point on the river, viz., the town of Lom-Palanka, which 
the Turks abandoned after sustaining a J>ombardmeiit for six 
days. The large fortress of Widdin is only two days’ march 
from Lom-Palanka, but it was much too strong to be taken by 
this small force of Koumanians. The latter confined their atten- 
tion to occupying these points on the Danube, the whole course of 
which from Lom-Palanka to Enstchuk, a distance of 160 miles, 
was now in the hands of the Eussians and Eouinanians ; and the 
entire country between the Danube and the Balkans over this 
width of 160 miles was cleared of hashi-bozouks and Tcherkesses, 
as well as of the small Turkish garrisons. 

"We have now followed the course of events on the other 
points of the theatre of war up to the 10th of December, on 
which date Osman made his desperate effort to break through 
the circle of Eussian investment, and in so doing lost his whole 
army. It is now necessary for us to return once more to Plevna. 



CHAPTEE VIIL 


THE FALL OF PLETHA. 

(See Plate 19.) 

After a close investment of Plevna had been effected by 
the operations of General Gonrko on the west bank of the Tid, 
beginning at Gorni-Dubnik, October 24th, but little had taken 
place beyond strengthening the lines of works on either side. 
On the 8th of November Skobeleff’s troops, having gradually 
worked their way with trenches np the slope of the first knoll 
of the Green Hills (1,000 yards northeast of the village of 
Brestovetz), made an assault during the night, and drove the 
Turks out of their trenches on top of the Imoll. On the 10th, 
11th, 15th, and 19th of November, the Turks made obstinate 
and determined attacks upon Skobeleff’s new position, but in 
every case they were driven back. This new position of Sko« 
beleff shortened the line of investment by about a mile, and 
gave the Eussians possession of a commanding point from 
which to observe the Turkish movements. The Eoumanians 
meanwhile kept extending the right flank of their works in 
front of Bukova ; and on the night of the llth-12th of No- 
vember they advanced along the valley of the Yid from Eiben, 
seized the heights in front of Bivolar, and began erecting works 
there facing those of the Turks on the heights of Opanetz. 

: :: With these exceptions there was no fighting along the lines 
—except desultory artillery and picket firing — until the 10th of 
December.; ■ But on both sides the work of fortification con- 
tinued unabated up to the last minute. The final condition of 
the works, as they existed on the morning of the 10th of De- 
cember, is shown on the Plan of Plevna (Plate 19). 
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On tlie IStfi of November tbe Grand Duke sent a flag of 
truce to Osman Pasha with a letter snmmoning him to siir- 
render in order to prevent the further effnsion of blood, as it 
must be evident to him that his snrrender was only a question of 
time, since he was completely surrounded with superior forces. 
Osman replied that he recognized the humane motives of the 
Grand Duke, but that as a soldier the ^ Grand Duke would 
readily understand that his military honor forbade him to sur- 
render his army until all his means of defense were exhausted 
—which was not the case at present. 

A few days later arrived the news of the brilliant assault of 
Kars, which fired the imaginations of that same portion of the 
Grand Duke’s staff which had advised a march over the Bal- 
kans, without taldng Plevna, upon the arrival of the Guard. 
They now began counseling him to make an assault upon Os- 
man’s works ; they cited the brilliant example of Kars, they 
referred to the sufferings of the men in the cold, and rain, and 
mud of the trenches (the weather had recently become very 
bad), and argued that if the siege were to last two months 
longer, more men would be lost by sickness and exposure 
than in an assault, which, from the positions now occupied by 
the Bussians and their previous experience, could be success- 
fully made. But against any such proposition Todleben pro- 
tested with the whole weight of his influence, arguing that, 
although the date of Osman’s surrender could not be predicted, 
owing to lack of positive detailed information concerning the 
amount of his provisions, yet his ultimate surrender was a cef- 
tainty^ and against such a certainty it was most unwise to risk 
an uncertainty of a most hazardous nature, such as an open 
assault. Moreover, Todleben reasoned, though you may only 
lose 10,000 men hors de combat in an open assault, you de- 
moralize 50,000, and a considerable time must elapse before 
they can be reorganized for any ulterior operations ; whereas, 
by pursuing the investment patiently till the end, the troops 
will then be in good condition for anything. Todleben’s 
advice prevailed, and the assaults were not made. 

Meanwhile Osman’s provisions had reached their last Imit;; 
one third of his army lay sick and wounded without proper 
medical attendance ; alternating rain and snow for the last six 
weeks had rendered his trenches almost uninhabitable; and 
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desertions, were increasing every day. . He determined to make 
an effort to break tbrongii tke Eussian lines on tbe west of tbe 
Vid, either with the hope of reaching Widdin, or of reaching 
Sophia (since he knew nothing of Gonrko’s operations )5 or, as 
is most probable, since neither of these plans had any chance 
of snccess, simply from a preference to surrender his army in 
the midst of battle rather than without having made any effort 
to break through the Eussian lines. During the night of the 
Oth-lOth of December he abandoned the Krishin and Second 
Grivitza redoubts and Eedoubt Ho. 10, left about 6,000 men 
in the redoubts of Opanetz and Blasivatz, built two ponton 
bridges alongside of the high-road bridge over the Vid, assem- 
bled a train of about 1,000 ox-carts near these bridges loaded 
with ammunition and baggage and the effects of the Turkish 
inhabitants of the town, distributed what rations of bread and 
rice he had (about six days’ supply) to his army, and then, with 
about 40,000 men, made a most impetuous attack upon the 
position held by the Grenadier Corps on the Widdin road. 
Although he carried the first line of Eussian works, his army 
was by noon completely defeated and himself wounded. He 
surrendered at discretion. 

It is perhaps best to describe this affair by giving a literal 
translation of the whole of General Todleben’s report, ad- 
dressed, under date of January 9th, 18Y8, to the Grand Duke 
Hicholas, Commander-in-Chief, as follows : 

The army of Osman Pasha occupied under the walls of 
Plevna an intrenched camp very easy to defend, and presenting 
several lines of formidable positions, which the enemy, during 
our long sojourn in front of Plevna since the end of July, had 
rendered still stronger by making good use of all the advantages 
of the ground, and in adapting his sapping operations skillfully 
to them. The strength of resistance of these works became all 
the greater, thanks to the violent fire of quick-loading guns and 
to the mass of cartridges which the enemy had at his disposal, 
which enabled him to cover the ground in front of his works 
as far as a distance of two versts with a hail of lead. Besides 
this, the positions of the enemy, by their width and depth, enabled 
him to keep his reserves out of range of our artillery. Finally, 
all the ravines came together near the town itself, which allowed 
* A mile and one third. 
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tlae TnrHsli reserves, in case of an attack on oiir part, to come, im- 
mediately to tlie threatened point. These conditions, so disad- 
vantageous for ns, explain in great part the insnccess of the 
assault of the llth and 12th of September against the positions 
of Plevna, and the decision taken, in order not to shed blood 
uselessly, to attempt no more to gain possession of them by open 
assault, but to await the arrival of reenfojcements and proceed 
to the investment of the Turkish army. 

This investment of the intrenched camp of Plevna became 
complete with the arrival of the Guard, and the capture of Gorni- 
Dubnik on the Sophia high-road, on the 24:th of October, by the 
troops of this corps. From that date the communications of 
Osman Pasha were definitely cut, and his army had no longer 
but to choose between an effort to break through the line of 
investment or to lay down its arms when all its provisions 
should be exhausted. 

The length of stay of the Turkish Army at Plevna after its 
investment depended directly, of course, upon the quantity of 
provisions which it had at its disposal. It was difiScult to state 
exactly the quantity of provisions which Osman had, but we 
could conclude, from the information that we had, that the pro- 
visions of the Army of Plevna could not allow it to subsist more 
than about two months at the very utmost. From the moment 
that, in order to reduce Plevna and its army, we had chosen the 
method of investment, it only remained to follow strictly this 
line of action, without making any attempts at assault, which 
could lead to no definite result, and would only have increased 
the number of our losses ; it was necessary simply to endeavor 
to make the circle of investment as close as possible, and to take 
all the necessary measures to prevent the enemy from being 
able to force it at any point. These measures consisted in strength- 
ening the lines of investment by digging lines of rifle-pits and 
trenches, in erecting batteries, and in establishing lunettes and 
redoubts upon the most important points. It was above all 
necessary to concentrate the fire of our artillery upon the enemy^s 
fortifications, and to carry forward our trenches and ditches to a 
point near enough to those of the enemy to remove as far as 
possible from our batteries the fire of the enemy’s musketry. It 
was moreover necessary to build good roads connecting our own 
positions, and to provide them, with sign-posts to facilitate the 
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movements of the troops. It was necessary to constnict hridges^ 
establish telegraphic communication around the whole line of 
inyestmentj and finally to take all the necessary measures to re- 
ceive the enemy, in case of a sortie, with the greatest possible 
number of troops concentrated immediately upon the spot that he 
should choose as a point of attack. 

With this view the positions established around Plevna, and 
having an extent of 70 versts” (46 miles), “were divided into 
six sectors,* the defense of which was confided to a number of 
troops corresponding to the relative extent and importance of 
each of them. Moreover each Chief of Sector received an 
approximate summary of the sorties which Osman Pasha might 
make, and a plan of the concentration of troops which he would 
have to make upon such or such a point threatened. Finally, a 
few days before the attempted sortie of Osman Pasha, I had had 
some manoeuvres executed under my own eyes, in the sectors of 
Generals Ganetzky and Kataley, in order to calculate the exact 
time necessary for the concentration of the troops in case of an 
energetic attack on the part of the invested army. 


* “ First Sector^ between Bivolar and the Grivitza redoubt ; the Roumanian troops, 
under the orders of General Cernat, Oommandant of the Eoamanian Corps. 

“ Second Sector^ from the Grivitza to the Galitz redoubt ; the 81st Infantry 
Division with its artillery, and the 2d Brigade 6th Infantry Division with four batter- 
ies, under the orders of Lieutenant-General Baron Kriidener, Commandant of the 
IX. Corps. 

“ Third 8ect07'^ from the Galitz redoubt to the Tutchenitza ravine ; 2d Infantry 
Division with the 30th Artillery Brigade and the 12th Rifle Battalion, under the 
orders of Lieutenant-General Zotof, Commandant of the IV. Corps. 

“ Fourth Sector^ between the Tutchenitza ravine and the Kartushaven ravine ; 16th 
Infantry Division with its artillery, 30th Infantry Division with the 2d Artillery Bri- 
gade, 9th, 10th, and 11th Rifle Battalions, and 9th Regiment of Cossacks, under 
the orders of Lieutenant-General Skobeleff, Oommandant of the 16th Infantry Di- 
vision. 

Fifth Sector, between the Kartushaven ravine and the right bank of the Vid at 
the village of Tymen ; 3d Infantry Division of the Guard with its artillery, two 
squadrons of the Guard, and the 10th Don Cossack battery, under the orders of 
Lieutenant-General Kataley, Commandant of the 3d Infantry Division of the Guard. 

Sixth Secto7\ sdon^ the left bank of the Vid, including the positions of Bivolar 
on the right bank of that river; the Grenadier Corps, the 1st Brigade 6th Infantry 
Division with two batteries, the 2d Roumanian Division with its artillery, the 9th 
Dragoons of Kazan, the 9th Lancers of Bug, the 9th Hussars of Kieff, the 4th Cos- 
sacks of the Don, the 7th Horse battery, the 2d Don Cossack battery, and a regiment 
of Kalarash ” (Roumanian Hilitia Cavalry), “under the orders of Lieutenant-General 
Ganetzky, Commandant of the Grenadiers Corps.’* 
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The eve of the 10th of December found ns in the sitnation 
•which I have just described. 

could conclude, from all the reports received by the 
Staff from all the sectors of investment, throughout the whole 
day of the 9th of December, that Osman Pasha was taking 
energetic measures to move out his army by seeking to break 
through our line of investment. Deserters' informed us that 
rations of biscuits and foot-coverings had been distributed to 
the troops, and their arms had been inspected; A great deal of 
moving about was noticed near the town on the Sophia high- 
road, and a great concentration of troops and carts was seen in 
the camps. The Turks were beginning to construct a bridge 
over the Vid under the protection of the fortified works of 
Opanetz. All these indications tended to prove that the enemy 
was preparing to move out, and that his principal effort would 
probably be directed against the sector of General Ganetzky. 

In consequence, after having made a report of all these facts 
to the Commandant of the Army of Investment, His Highness 
the Prince of Koumania, I gave the following orders by author- 
ity of His Highness : 

“1. One brigade of the 16th Infantry Division, with three 
batteries, and a brigade of the 3d Infantry Di-?ision of the 
Guard, will, under the command of Lieutenant-General Skobe- 
leff, proceed, at daylight on the 10th of December, to the left 
bank of the Vid, and take post as follows : the brigade of the 
16th Division, with three batteries, near Dolni-Dubnik, to be 
ready to support the troops of General Ganetzky ; the brigade 
of the 3d Division of the Guard, until further orders, behind 
the two redoubts nearest the Vid and on the left bank, in order 
to be able to support in case of need the troops of General Ga- 
netzky or those of General Kataley. 

2. The other brigade of the 16th Infantry Division, with 
three batteries, will remain at its post, but will hold itself in 
readiness to march. 

^^3, The three battalions of the 3d Eifle Brigade, which 
used to form part of the garrison of the 4th Sector, wil pro- 
ceed early on the 10th to the village of Grivitza to reenforce 
the garrison of the 2d Sector, commanded by Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral. Baron Eriidener. 

“ 4. The advanced position on thePlevna-Lovtcha high-road, 
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between the MirkoYitcli redoubt and the Tutcheiiitza ravinej will 
be occupied by one brigade of the 30th Infantry DiTision. Its 
other brigade will remain in the camp on the Eed Hill^ and 
hold itself in readiness to march. The command of the troops 
of the 4th Sector is confided to General Schnidnikofi. 

5. Four Roumanian battalions, with three batteries, will 
be directed, at daylight of the 10th, from Verbitza toward De~ 
mirMoi. Four Roumanian battalions and two batteries will be 
in readiness to march on Verbitza. 

^‘^This disposition of the troops, reenforcing the corps of 
Lieutenant-General Ganetzky, allowed reenforcements to be 
sent at the same time to the other sectors of investment in case 
of an attack of the Turks in another direction, with the object 
of diverting our attention from the real point of attack. 

“ During the night of the 9th~*10th a deserter informed the 
commandant of the corps on the Plevna-Lovtcha road that the 
Krishin redoubt had been evacuated by the Turks. General 
Skobeleff immediately sent a detachment of volmiteers to satisfy 
themselves of the truth of this news. The volunteers found 
the redoubt deserted, and in consequence of this discovery the 
great and little Krishin redoubts, as well as the trenches on the 
Green Hills, were occupied by the troops of the 30tli Infantry 
Division. 

At the same time that I received the news of the occupa- 
tion of the Krishin redoubts by our troops, I was informed, 
about 9 A. M., that the Turks had abandoned Redoubt Ko. 10, 
and that the redoubt in front of that of Grivitza had been oc- 
cupied by the Roumanian troops. In presence of these facts I 
gave orders for all the troops on the right bank of the Tid to 
move forward. As for the brigade of the 16th Infantry Divi- 
sion, with three batteries, and the 9th, lOth, and 11th Rifle bat- 
talions which had not yet reached the village of Grivitza, I sent 
them to the left hank of the Vid to be placed at the disposition 
of General ,Skobeleff, for the purpose of reenforcing the troops 
of General Ganetzky. 

At noon the Emperor arrived at the Imperial redoubt, be- 
tween the village of Radischevo and the Tutchenitza ravine, 
whence His Majesty could observe the forward movement of 
our troops, as well as the cannonade on the left bank of the 
Vid. . 
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At dayligM tlie struggle begau between tbe army of Osman 
Pasba and tbe troops of Oeneral Ganetzky, 

During tbe night of the 9tli~10tli of Decemberj the detail 
of troops for duty in the positions occupied by the Grenadiers 
had been made in the 2d Division of Grenadiers by the 5th 
Eegiment of Grenadiers of Kieff ; in the 3d Division, by the 
9th Grenadiers of Siberia. These troops -occupied the trenches 
of the line of defense. Their nearest supports were the 6th 
Grenadiers of Taurida and the IQth Grenadiers of Little Eus- 
sia. All the 9-pdr. guns of the two artillery brigades were in 
position in the first lines of defense, and the 4rpdrs. in the sec- 
ond line at Gorni-Etropol and Dolni-Dubnik. The trenches 
and lunette on the north of Gomi-Etropol, as well as the vil- 
lage itself, were occupied by the 17th Eegiment of Archangel 
of the 1st Brigade 5th Infantry Division, and by two Eouma- 
nian batteries; the 18th Eegiment of Vologda, of the same di- 
vision, served as reserve to the two batteries. 

During the night the cavalry patrols had already reported 
that a great concentration of Turkish troops was taking place 
along the Yid. The attack of the Turks began to show itself 
about half -past seven in the morning. Gur outposts having 
fallen back before them, Major-General Daniloff, of the suite of 
the Emperor and Commandant of the 3d Division of Grena- 
diers, ordered the 2d Battery of the 3d Artillery Brigade of 
Grenadiers, which occupied the fixed battery No. 3, to open 
fire, and the 10th Eegiment of Grenadiers of Little Eussia to 
march in the direction of Kopany-hfoguila. At the same time 
the 2d Brigade, with its 4-pdr. batteries, had been ordered up 
from Gorni-Etropol. 

While these orders were being executed, it began to be 
clear enough to see the Turkish troops which had been concen- 
trated in front of us during the night, and which were followed 
by along line of carts of every description. The Turks, hav- 
ing opened fire with their guns established on the heights near 
the bridge and along the Yid beyond the bridge, rapidly de- 
ployed their forces, taking advantage for this purpose of the 
fog which 'covered the plain on both ' sides of the' river, and ^ of 
a long undulation in the' ground which' exists ih; front /of ^^ 
bridge, and which . afforded ' shelter for the numerous troops 
which had been brought there during the night. 
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Tlie attack of tke enemy, directed against' ' tke trenckes of 
the 3d Division of Grenadiers, was 'made with extraordinary 
impetuosity ; thick lines . of. skirmishers marched in front, fol- 
lowed by battalions deployed in line, behind which came the re- 
serves. .The artillery followed the skirmishers, 'advancing rap- 
idly, only stopping to fire a shell, and hastening to rejoin the 
skirmishers. 

In spite of the rapidity of the fire of our 9-pdrs., and in 
spite of the musketry fire of the infantry posted in our in- 
trenehments, the Turks crossed in less than three quarters of an 
hour the distance which separated them from our position and 
reached our line of defense, which was occupied near batteiy 
No. 3 by a part of the troops of the 3d Division of Grena- 
diers. The enemy penetrating into the intervals between the 
trenches, after having killed all those who defended them, found 
there only a few survivors, who, too weak for resistance, began 
to fall back. "When the trenches of work No. 3 had been occu- 
pied by the enemy, and the greater part of the gunners of the 
2d Battery had been killed or cut down, our artillerymen only 
succeeded in withdrawing from the work two guns, carrying off 
the breech-blocks of the six other pieces. 

Thus at 8:30 a. m. the troops which occupied the center of 
the position, viz., the 2d battalion and the 2d and 3d Eifle com- 
panies of the 9tli Grenadiers of Siberia, having lost a great 
number of men and many officers, began to fall back on Ko- 
pany-Maguila and, on .the lunette to the left. The 3d Battery of 
the 3d Artillery Brigade of Grenadiers, which occupied work 
No. 4, held its ground for a little while longer, firing shrapnel 
upon the Turks, but, seeing itself .threatened with being turned 
on the right, abandoned its position, succeeding moreover in 
carrying off only six guns, the horses of the other two having * 
been killed. 

^^The lOth-Eeginient of ..Grenadiers of Little Eussia, having 
arrived on the field of battle while the Siberian Eegiment was 
stmggling with the enemy^ formed in companies . and advanced 
through the interval between lunette No. 4 and Kopany-Moguila. 
Having ' rallied the Siberian. Kegiment, the Little. Eussians 
stopped.: the progress- of , the enemy, suffering great losses in so 
doing ; in less- than a few minutes three chiefs of battalions and 
half the chiefs of companies were out of the fights 
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The desperate attack of the enemy became more and more 
threatening. The 1st Brigade of the 3d Division of Grenadiers 
was eshansted by the efforts it was making to defend the 
lunettes ; eight of onr guns were in the hands of the enemy^ 
and the 2d Brigade of the 3d Division of Grenadiers had not 
yet arrived to the support of the first. 

It arrived about 10 a. m., and at the same moment word was 
received that the 8th Grenadiers of Moscow and the Yth Grena- 
diers of Samogitiaj of the 2d Division of Grenadiers, were 
approaching the positions defended by the 3d Division. The 
arrival of these reenforcements assured us a favorable issue of 
the struggle, and made it impossible for the enemy to succeed 
in his attempt to break through. A resounding hurrah which 
broke forth about 10:30 a. m. informed us that the 2d Brigade 
of the 3d Division of Grenadiers had just attacked our trenches, 
which were held by the Turks. Having dislodged the enemy 
from the two lunettes, the Grenadiers of Astrakhan and Phana- 
goria, supported by those of Siberia and Little Eussia, continued 
to advance rapidly, and, without paying attention to the losses 
which the deadly fire of the Turks inflicted upon them, dis- 
lodged them from the trenches with the bayonet. Those of 
our guns which had remaine.d in the hands of the enemy were 
retaken, and the Grenadiers of Astrakhan gained possession of 
seven guns and one flag in open fight. 

Two battalions of the 18th Eegiment of Yologda, which 
had some time before approached the lunette to the left and the 
trenches of the position of the Grenadiers, operated against the 
flank of the Turks with the aid of a Koumanian battery. 

At the time of the attack of the 2d Brigade of the 3d 
Division of Grenadiers, the 7th Eegiment of Grenadiers of 
Samogitia, under the orders of Lieutenant-General Svetchin, 
commandant of the 2d Division of Grenadiers, came forward 
through the interval between Gorni and Dolni - EtropoL 
Attacking the enemy with the bayonet, the Grenadiers of 
Samogitia drove the Turks out of their trenches without firing 
a -single' shot, and, having put them to flight, gained possession 
of three guns. 

After having reoceupied their advanced lines, our troops 
halted for a while. It was about noon when the Turks ; began 
slowly to retreat toward the Vid, all the time keeping up a 
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strong fire against ns. The guns taken from” the Tiirks^ not 
having been rendered unserviceable by their gnimerSj were 
turned against them and served by the soldiers of the infantry. 
At the same time all the batteries of the 3d Artillery Brigade 
of Grenadiers^ having been moved forward and brought into 
action on the same line as onr infantry, opened a terrible fire 
against the enemy and covered him with shrapnel, which gave 
the retreat of the Turks the character of a general helter-skelter. 
They came together in disorganized groups near the bridge over 
the Vid, pell-mell with the carts which were on the edge of the 
high-road in great numbers. 

“ In presence of this complete disorganization of Ms army, 
and of the enormous losses which it had sustained, Osman Pasha 
could no longer think of renewing Ms attempt to break through 
our lines, especially since the troops of the other sectors of in- 
vestment had moved forward ; and the speedy arrival of the 16th 
Infantry Division and the 3d Infantry Division of the Gnard 
guaranteed the complete defeat of the enemy. 

Our troops soon moved forward to the attack along the 
whole line. General Daniloff s Division took the lead, support- 
ed on his left flank from the direction of Gorni-Etropol, by 
the Ist Brigade of the 5th Infantry Division, and on his right 
flank by the 2d Brigade of the 2d Division of Grenadiers. The 
1st Brigade of the 2d Division of Grenadiers, moving out from 
its trenches, undertook to turn the left flank of the Turks. 
Moreover, the 2d Battalion of the 5th Grenadiers of Kieff and 
one battalion of the 6th Grenadiers of Taurida were directed 
toward the Vid, which they crossed by fording, in order to 
occupy the heights on the right bank. The Grenadiers, having 
crossed the river with the water up to their waists, sealed the 
heights of Blasivatz and rushed upon the Turkish redoubt which 
crowned them, and whose garrison surrendered without striking 
a blow.. 

The brigade of the 3d Division of the Guard and of the 
16th Infantry Division of the Line, sent, in accordance with the 
orders I had given the night before, to serve as supports to the 
corps of General Ganetzky, took no part in the battle. It ap-: 
pears from, the^ report of Lieutenant-General Kataley, that at 
7 A. M. on the 10th of December he had sent across to the left 
bank of the Vid, passing over a ponton bridge, six battalions 
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of tlie 3d Infantry Division of tlie Gnard, under tlie orders of 
Major-General Kourloff. At 10 a. m., tMs detacliment^ at tlie re- 
quest of General Ganetzky, moved toward Dolni-Dubnikj where 
it received orders to move forward by the Sophia high-road to 
press the left flank of the enemy. While the detachment was 
executing this movement, it was joined by Lieutenant-General 
Skobeleff, who took command of it, ordered General Kourloff 
to halt his troops, to deploy them in reserve order, and to await 
the arrival of the brigade of the 16th Infantry Division. Hav- 
ing remained on the spot for two hours, and having received no 
further orders from General Skobeleff, General Kourloff again 
moved his detachment forward by the Sophia high-road, and ar- 
rived at the stone bridge over the Vid only when the battle Was 
over. 

“ While the 2d and 3d Divisions of Grenadiers were heroically 
repelling the attack of the whole Turkish Army, the other troops 
of the army of investment — ^under the orders of Lieutenant- 
Generals Zotof, Baron Kriidener, and Kataley, of Major-General 
Schnidnikoff, and of General Oernat, who commanded the Kou- 
manian Corps — were advancing against the Turkish fortifications 
on the east and south fronts. The greater part of these works 
had already been evacuated, and the troops occupied the town 
of Plevna in presence of T our Imperial Highness. After having 
entered the place, the troops, with Tour Imperial Highness at 
the head, received orders to continue to advance in the direction 
of the Vid upon the rear of the enemy, and they concentrated 
little by little on the heights to the west of Plevna near the 
Sophia high-road. 

The Koumanian troops, with whom H. H. Prince Charles* 
had been since the morning, met some resistance at the redoubts 
of Opanetz, which the enemy still occupied. After a struggle of 
short duration, the garrison of these works laid down their arms, 
and the Eoumanians gained possession of 3 guns and 2,000 
prisoners. 

General Kataley, having remained on the right bank of the 
Vid with the rest of the ,3d Infantry Division of the Guard, 
perceived the retreat of the Turks in the direction of the river, 
and resolved to gain possession of the redoubt fronting the 
V olhynia hill, in order to cut', off ■ every route of retreat for the ' 
enemy upon Ms fortified camp. At 11:30 a. m.,, the Eed re- 
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doubt: was occupied without striking a bloWj-' and soon after- 
ward that of Fort Mahomet surrendered in, its tum^ after a 
^ short resistance.- About 1 p. m., the Black redoubt and the 
Sugar-Loaf redoubt were also taken after a short musketry fire. 
In these redoubts^ the soldiers of the Guard took prisonersj 
1 Pasha, 120 officers, and 3,734 soldiers, and- gained possession 
of four guns. They had on their side 3 men killed, and 15 
wounded. 

Hemmed in by superior forces, the Turks could no longer 
continue the struggle ; consequently they sent forward a flag of 
truce, and the chief of staff of the Turkish Army, who proceeded 
to General Ganetzky, announced to him that Osman Pasha was 
wounded, and that he desired to know the conditions of surrender. 
General Ganetzky demanded the unconditional surrender of the 
whole army. Osman Pasha consented thereto, and General Ga- 
netzky proceeded in person to liis brave wounded adversary. 

There were surrendered on the memorable 10th of Decem- 
ber, 10 Pashas, 130 field-officers, 2,000 company-officers, 40,000 
foot-soldiers and gunners, and 1,200 horsemen. We took 77 
guns, and immense quantities of ammunition, especially of small- 
arms cartridges. The enemy lost during the battle about 6,000 
men. 

^^On our side, the 2d and 3d Divisions of Grenadiers sus- 
tained the following losses : Killed, 2 field-officers, 7 company- 
officers, and 409 soldiers ; wounded, 1 General, 3 field-officers, 
47 company-officers, and 1,263 soldiers. 

The 1st Brigade of the 5th Infantry Division had 1 field- 
officer and 47 soldiers wounded. 

Thus the system adopted under the walls of Plevna, and 
consisting in observing a complete investment without having 
recourse to open assault — a sanguinary and risky enterprise — 
brought about the end which was had in view. The result of 
this system was the capture of an army of 40,000 men, the best 
one of the enemy, and the possession of an important strategic 
point, which closes the principal roads of' Western Bulgaria. 
And during the period of the investment our troops were not 
only protected,' but were able to replace their losses, and : now, 
strong as they are and with the spirit which animates them, 

* The redoubts here referred to are those lying along the ridge from Krishin to 
BlasiYatz, , 
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they are ready ito accomplish new exploits for the glory of 
OTir arms. 

In conclnsionj I feel it my dnty to hring to the notice of 
your Imperial Highness the services of the, chief of staff of the 
Army of Investment, Prince Imeretinsky, who has keen for me 
a coadjutor whom it would be difficult to replace, throughout 
the whole period of time which was crowned by the brilliant 
success of the 10th of December; the former commandants of 
the sectors of investment, viz., Lieutenant-Greiieral Ganetzky, 
to whom, with the Corps of Grenadiers, belongs the honor of 
the last day of the investment of Plevna ; Lieutenant-Generals 
Zotof, Baron Kriidener, Kataley, and Skobeleff ; General Oernat, 
commandant of the Eoumanian Corps ; Major-General Moller, 
commanding the artillery line of battle ; and Majoi’-General 
Eeitlinger, performing the duties of Chief of Engineers of the 
Army of Investment. 

Having been a witness for two months of the conduct of 
the troops assembled under the walls of Plevna, of their firm- 
ness, their bravery, their self-denial in enduring fatigues and 
privations, I certify to Tour Imperial Highness, with a senti- 
ment of profound respect for these troops, that the conduct of 
every man of the Army of Investment, from the general to the 
private soldier, has been above all praise. 

[Signed] Aide-de-Gamj^ General Todleben. 

IS'FS.” 

The Turkish defense of Plevna is the one thing which 
relieves their whole campaign from a charge of complete incom- 
petency. Much high-sounding praise has been lavished upon it 
in English publications, and perhaps even more by the Eussians 
themselves, who speak of it as the most brilliant defense of the 
century after Sevastopol. It is well to examine this subject 
with some care. 

, It will be remembered that Osman Pasha, commanding, an 
army at TTiddin (which had very thoroughly beaten the Ser- 
vians in the late autumn of 1876), was ordered about the time 
that the Eussians crossed the Danube (June 27, 1877) to march 
rapidly eastward to the defense of Bulgaria. Further, than 
this the exact nature of his orders has never been made public. 
It has been supposed that he was ordered to occupy Mkopolis 
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and tlie line of the Danube m that vicinity. But he approached 
HikopoKs too late; it had already fallen (July 16th). Osman 
therefore kept his army at Plevna, a central point 20 miles from 
IsTikopolis and the junction of several roads, probably waiting 
for further instructions and developments ; but he immediately 
set his men to work, according to the excellent Turkish habit 
of fortifying every p}.ace where they remain forty-eight hours, 
to construct some trenches and redoubts on the east and north 
of the town. Hardly were these begun when the Eussian 
brigade under Schilder-Schuldner came stumbling along with- 
out reconnoitering the ground in front of them, and attacked 
Osman’s whole army. The latter not only defeated them, hut 
weH-nigh annihilated one of the regiments. This was on July 
20th. Osman did not need to wait for any further develop- 
ments; his course was now perfectly plain. He saw (and 
herein lies the genius of his whole defense) that so long as he 
could maintain himself with a large force at Plevna close to the 
flank of the Eussians, he completely pamlyzed their farther 
advance / and in order to maintain himself there, he renewed 
work with the utmost energy upon his fortifications. 

While therefore the Eussians had elaborately planned to 
mask the fortresses on their left flank during their advance, 
here was another set of fortifications springing up in the night 
on their right flank. They hastily concentrated a force (but a 
totally insufficient one) to dislodge Osman, and again attacked 
him, July 30th, only to he again repulsed with fearful losses, 
this time nearly 8,000 men, Osman did not follow up the 
Eussians after their retreat, but devoted his whole energy to 
elaborating his works of defense. But as the Eussians delayed 
renewing the attack, being obliged to wait for new reenforce* 
ments, Osman at last deviated from the controlling idea of his 
whole defense, viz., to always await an attack. On the 31st of 
August he assumed the offensive in connection with the advance 
of Mehemet Ali on the Lorn and Suleiman’s attack at Shipka. 
But Osman’s attack on Zgalevitza came utterly to naught, and 
resulted in nothing hut the loss of some 2,000 or 3,000 of Ms 
men. On the 11th of September the Eussians, assisted by the 
Eoumanians, again renewed the assault, and again (barring the 
capture of one of the Grivitza redoubts) they were everywhere 
beaten, and now with the appalling loss of 18,000 men. 
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Osman, wMe still keeping. Ms men hard at work ever 
extending and strengthening Ms lines, now began to be anxious 
about Ms communications with Sophia, since he was wholly 
dependent on them for his supplies, and they were greatly 
threatened and slightly interrnpted by bodies of Russian cav- 
alry, Ohefket Pasha finally (September 22d) brought him 
some reenforcements and numerous supplies, and Osman im- 
mediately ordered the fortification of several points on the 
SopMa road in order to keep it open. But on the 24th of 
October the Russian Guard, wMch had just arrived, broke this 
line of defense completely to pieces, and a few days later Osman 
found himself tightly and closely invested. The Russians made 
no more assaults, and finally, when his provisions reached their 
last ebb, Osman found Mmself obliged to quietly surrender or 
to try to cut his way out. Unlike Bazaine, he chose the latter, 
and made a gallant effort, but it only resulted in defeat and the 
capture of his whole army. 

Certainly that must be called a brilliant defense which 
arrested the Russian advance, and completely paralyzed their 
whole plan of campaign and all their movements for five 
months ; which caused them to call forth vast reenforcements 
from Russia, and, pending their arrival, to supplicate the aid 
of a petty principality ; which killed and wounded and spread 
disease among nearly 40,000 of his enemies, and caused the 
affairs of a mighty empire to be directed during half a year 
from miserable huts in obscure villages of a foreign land. 

Yet Osman seems to have failed to comprehend the limita- 
tions of his system, and, by overstraining it, broke it, and 
thereby lost his whole army. Up till the middle of October 
there seems to be hardly anything in the conduct of his defense 
(excepting always the foolish attack on Zgalevitza) which is open 
to criticism. But at that time he knew very well, by the Eng- 
lish newspapers, that the whole of the Russian Guard and one 
or two fresh divisions of the Line had arrived in Bulgaria ; he 
knew that there was a movement of some kind going on in the 
vicinity of the Yid on Ms right flank, and had he reconnoitered 
there he would have found about 35,000 men concentrated for 
the passage of the river. Although he may not have been 
familiar with the way in which Pemberton invited capture by 
shutting himself up in Yickshurg, and, Lee postponed it for a 
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whole year by not letting himself be' shut up- in Eichmond, yet 
it can be tahen for granted that he knew something of the 
history of the siege of Metz, and of the inevitable result which 
must happen to any army which allows itself to be closely 
invested in an intrenched camp by a superior force. There- 
fore Osman should have abandoned Plevna and retreated to 
Eadomirtza, instead«of allowing the Gruard to cross the Vid 
and attack Gorni-Dubnik. Eadomirtza was only two long days'^ 
march (about 45 miles) from Plevna ; it was a position of far 
greater natural strength than Plevna itself, and already its for- 
tifications were further advanced than those at Plevna on the 
30tli of July. He could well have afforded to risk holding 
them against open assaults, and if obliged to give them up by 
a movement of the Kussians to surround him, he could again 
retreat toward the Balkans; everywhere there were good po- 
sitions for defense, and at every step he came nearer his proper 
base and increased his strength by taking in small detachments. 
If he finally had to retreat behind the line of the Balkans, Tie 
still had his army intact He could not, of course, have changed 
the final result of the war, but he could have deferred it, as Lee 
deferred the fate of the Confederacy ; and he might possibly 
have saved his country from such an annihilating defeat as it 
finally received after the loss of his army. 

But Osman had no such thoughts in his mind, and his own 
explanation of his ideas is very interesting. Wliile a prisoner 
at the Grand Duke’s headquarters a few days after his captoe, 
he was called upon by General Todleben, and a long conversa» 
tion ensued upon the events of the siege. Todleben asked Os- 
man precisely this question, why he did not retreat to Eadomirtza 
in October, when the Guard was concentrating on liis right flank 
and threatening him with investment. Osman replied that he 
had then no thought of retreating — 

1. Because he felt sure — at that date and up to the very day 
of his sortie — ^that the Eussians, and especially the Roumanians 
near Grivitza, would renew their assaults, and he felt equally 
sure that he would be able to defeat them with great loss. He 
longed for these assaults from day -to day. 

2. Because at that 'time he had just received a fresh , lot of 
provisions and reenforcements. He could not think of. retreat- 
ing under those circumstances. 
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There was a third reason which he did not mention in this 

conversation, hnt which is abundantly attested from other sources,, 
and which was more imperative than the two just given, viz., that 
the War Council at the SerasMerate in Constantinople had tele- 
graphed him positive and explicit orders not to retreat under any 
circumstances. 

In this conversation Osman also said that the system of in- 
trenched camps with modem breech-loaders is admirable so long 
as the enemy has not troops enough to smTOund them ; but it is 
their fate to be invested, and then they are doomed. 

If we compare the two parts of this conversation, we can 
only reconcile them by supposing Osman to have a contempt for 
his enemy’s tactics, which, as the result proved, was hy no means 
warranted. 

There have been in the last twenty-five years six other 
sieges of a character similar to that of Plevna, viz., Sevastopol, 
Kars, Vicksburg, Eichmond, Metz, and Paris. Of these Kars, 
Paris, and Metz were fortified places of the first order, consist- 
ing of a strong enceinte in masonry and detached forts, supple- 
mented slightly by earthworks built at the last moment. The 
other four, Sevastopol, Eichmond, Vicksburg, and Plevna, were 
simply places which had been hastily fortified by a series of 
earthworks, redoubts, batteries, and trenches, constructed only 
just before the arrival of the enemy, and continually extended 
and strengthened during the progress of the siege. At Vicks- 
burg and at Plevna the defenders allowed the enemy to attack 
their rear and closely invest them. Both fell when their pro- 
visions were exhausted. At Sevastopol and Eichmond, on the 
contrary, the defenders constantly and incessantly extended 
their flanks and prevented the enemy from surrounding them. 
The one place was finally evacuated by its garrison after a por- 
tion of the works had been carried in assault. At the other the 
defensive line became finally so extended that it was too long to 
be held by the force of the defenders; they were obliged to 
leave their fortifications in an effort to retreat, and were then 
almost instantly overwhelmed and destroyed. 

The following comparative tabular statement of some of the 
principal features of 'these great sieges may be interesting. : :: 
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and the Russians in the Crimea at 160,000, of which 116,000 were near Sevastopol. 
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He also (p. 463, Yol. 11.) gives the total losses of the Orimean War, exclusive 
of the typhoid fever cases after Kovember, 1855, as follows : 


French 80,000, of which 10,240 killed ia battle. 

English,..,,... 22,000 “ 2,800 “ 

SarOinians 2,200 

Turks 86,000 (?) 

Total 119,200 

Eusfiiaas 110,000 


Marshal Niel gives the total losses of the Trench during the siege at 44,497 
killed, wounded, and missing, of which 7,627' were killed. The English reports do 
not give the total losses, but Sir H. Jones (p. 600) gives the killed and mortally 
wounded at 4,774. In the same proportion their total losses would be about 
27,000. The English returns show about 12,000 constantly sick during the winter, 
and the sick among the allies at the evacuation may be estimated at 20,000. The 
total losses of the allies will then be as follows ; 


French. 44,500 ) 

English 27,000 >■ Killed and wounded. 

Turks and Italians 6,500 ) 

Sick 20,000 


98,000 

The Russian losses during the siege, as given in Todleben’s “ Defense of Sevas- 
topol,” are as follows ; 


Killed 16,553 

Wounded...... 71,812 

Missing 2,277 

Total 89,142 


To which 26,000 may safely he added for sickness, making a grand total of about 
114,000. 

4. On September 8, 1856, the French batteries numbered 620 guns in position 
(Marshal Nief s report), and the English 207 (Sir Henry Dacres’s report, p. 638). 
Marshal Kiel gives the total amount of French artillery brought to the Crimea as 

I, 676 guns of all calibres. Sir Henry Dacres’s report (p, 209) gives the total num- 
ber of English guns in use during the siege as 401. Major Delafield, however 
(“Art of War in Europe,” p. 56), states that the English brought 911 guns to the 
Crimea. He also states (p. 66) that the total amount of artillery and ordnance 
brought to Sevastopol was 2,687 guns of all calibres, 2,381,042 shot and shells, and 

II, 484,804 pounds of powder. Marshal KieTs report states that the French expen- 
diture of artillery ammunition was about 1,100,000 rounds. Sir Henry Dacres (p. 
205) gives that of the English as 262,872 rounds. Marshal Kiel gives the amount 
of small-arms ammunition supplied to the French troops at 70,000,000 rounds, but 
does not state the expenditure. Estimating it at 40,000,000, and that of the English 
at 10,000,000, we have 60,000,000 for the total. 

% Kan. 

After the repulse of the Russians in their assault on the west of Kars in Septem- 
ber, Mouravieff assembled his infantry on the Erzeroum road, 7 miles south of Kars, 
and the rest of the long line of investment was kept up by large bodies of cavalry. 
The losses are only approximate. 
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The effective strength of General Grant’s command on June SO, 186S, is shown 
in the following table, compiled in the Adjutant-General’s office from the field 
returns of that date : • 


DESIGNATION. 

INFANTRY. 

CAVALRY. 

ARTILLERY. 

AGGRE- 


OfBcers. Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

Officers. 

Men. 

GATE. 

9th Corps 

874 6,632 



9 

309 

7,324 

13th Corps 

74S : 11,500 

23 

654 

84 

941 

13,805 

15th Corps.. 

798 ! 12,444 

82 

451 

23 

668 

14,411 

16th Corps 

836 i 14,318 

68 

936 

21 

777 

16,956 

ITth Corps 

741 j 11,840 

7 

127 

[ 85 

1,052 1 

13,803 

Herron’s Division 

240 ! 4,286 



11 

298 

4,837 

Total 

8,732 j 61,028 

135 

2,068 1 

183 

4,045 

71,141 


The other figures are taken from Badeau’s “ Life of Grant ” (Chapters VII. and 
Vni.), which is unquestionably the best authority on the subject in print. Owing 
to the difficulty of separating the losses during the campaign from those during the 
siege proper, the figures given apply to the whole campaign from the crossing of the 
river to the surrender. The investment proper began on the 22d of May and lasted 
35 days, during which the losses were between 4,000 and 5,000 on each side. The 
losses of the defenders include ^7,000 prisoners captured in the various affairs pre- 
vious to the investment. 

4. JRichmmtd, 

The whole campaign of General Grant from the Wilderness to Appomatox is 
included in the siege ” of Richmond, in order to make the comparison uniform 
with the other sieges, which include all the battles immediately preceding the in- 
vestments. The siege of Petersburg proper lasted 290 days, from June 15, 1864, 
when Grant crossed the James, to April 2, 1865, when he began his retreat after 
the battle of Five Forks. 

The length of the lines is measured on the engineer map : Lee’s lines from the 
James River above the Iron Works, around Richmond and Petersburg to the end 
of his line on the. White Oak road; Grant’s lines from the Topolopotomy across 
the Peninsula, past Bermuda Hundred, and around Petersburg to his extreme left 
In front of the White Oak road. 

The strength of the armies is taken from the field returns in the archives of the 
Adjutant-General’s office of the War Department. These show that on the 31st of 
March, 1865, Grant’s effective force present for duty numbered 5,288 officers and 
11 5, 'rS 9 men. Lee’s return of February 28, 1865, the last one in the archives, 
shows his effective force present for duty to be 3,519 officers and 65, 6^75 men. 

Grant’s losses are computed as follows : 


May 4 to June 10, 1S64 (Mead’s report) 54,500 

May 4 to June 10, 1S64, Otli Corps 5,000 

June 10, 1864, to Marcli 81, 1865, including tlie attack on tke Petersburg mine, on tlie Wel- 
don road, and other battles and skirmishes 20,000 

April 1 to April 9, 1865. 8,000 

Total.,.. 87,500 
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Lee’s losses havePneyer been compiled, and it is doubtful if the returns which 
have been preserved afford data for an accurate compilation. His return of Janu- 
ary SI, 1864, gives V4 officers and 1,374 men prisoners in the hands of the enemy ; 
his return of February 28, 1865, gives 1,797 officers and 26,614 men similarly ac- 
counted for. This makes Ms loss in prisoners alone 26,963. His losses in killed 
and wounded in the same period may be stated, at the least estimate, as fully one 
third of those of Grant; this would give 27,000. Between Five Forks and the 
Appomatox he lost about 6,000. The total of his losses was therefore about 60,000. 

6. Metz, 

The figures are taken from the “ German Staff History of the Franco-German 
(French translation, 2d part, pp. 257-297). At the time, of the surrender 
there were 40,000 sick in the German hospitals, mostly light cases of fever arising 
from exposure in the wet. The French prisoners included 20,000 sick. These are 
not included in losses on either side in the above table. Only 6,500 of the above 
losses of the Germans were during the siege proper. The rest were incurred in the 
bloody battles at Mars-la-Tour and Gravelotte in August, by wMch Bazaine’s army 
was shut up in Metz. 

The French had 876 guns on the walls of the place ; these are not counted in 
the above table, which gives only the field-guns and mitrailleuses. 

6. Fans, 

The figures are taken from the “ German Staff History.” Of the 400,000 men 
forming the garrison of Paris, only 100,000 (XIII. and XIY. Corps) were regular 
soldiers ; the rest were National Guard, Mobile Guard, and sailors. 

The field artillery of the French numbered 744 pieces (124 batteries), but there 
were in addition 1,889 guns of various calibres in the outer forts and 805 on the 
walls of the enceinte. 

The principal losses were incurred in the completion of the investment, Septem- 
ber 17th and 19th (French 6,000, Germans 4,200), and in the French sorties of No- 
vember 29th to December 8d (French 12,000, Germans 6,600). 

The Germans made no attempts to assault the place, but from the beginning 
endeavored to starve it out by a close blockade. Their inferiority in numbers was 
compensated by an admirable system of field works, constructed with great rapidity 
and with most numerous accessories, such as abattis, inundations, etc., etc., and by 
the superior quality of their troops. 

7, Fleam, 

The authority for the number of troops, losses, etc., is found in the preceding 
pages. The expenditure of ammunition is an estimate based upon my own notes 
made from time to time during the siege. It is probably accurate within 20 to 30 
per cent. The official figures have not yet been made public. 


OHAPTEE IX. 


THE PASSAGE ' OF THE BALKANS HEAR SOPHIA^ BY OOUBKo’s 
COLHMH. 

Although the fall of Plevna was unquestionably a great 
disaster for the Turks, since it lost them the best of their armies 
and possibly the best of their generals, yet it is by no means 
true, as has been generally assumed, that it rendered the Turks 
incapable of further resistance to the Eussian advance. The 
Tui’kish cause was as yet far from being hopeless. They had 
still 100,000 men in the region of the Quadrilateral, 30,000 at 
SMpka, 20,000 in the vicinity of Sophia and the Araba-Konak 
pass, 15,000 at Constantinople, and a certain unknown^ quantity 
of reserves in Asia. Of small arms and ammunition they had 
abundance, although now, as at all times during the campaign, 
they were short of artillery ; they were in a rich country, and 
the valley of the Maritza was teeming with provisions in spite 
of all the drains which the war had made upon it. The Turks 
had, it is true, an enemy in front of them of double their own 
numbers, and confident of victory ; but, on the other hand, that 
enemy had a line of communications 500 miles long from the 
Pruth to the^ Balkans, 'and this line absolutely cut in two now 
by the Danube, the ice of which had carried away all the bridges, 
and in' front' of him a rugged chain of mountains. It was- the 
middle of December; considerable snow had already fallen, and 
more was to be expected ; Ihe winter climate of Bulgaria is one 
' in which a temperature of 10° Fahr. is frequently encountered ; 
there were but two good roads (Sistova-Shipka and Plevna- 
Sophia) available for the Eussians, and all the rest were now 
mere quagmires. These various natural difficulties were almost 
21 ■ 
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sufficient to neutralize tlie diSerence of force, had only the 
Turfes had a leader, a man of the calibre of Amurath I., Moham- 
med the Conqueror, or Suleiman the Magnificent. But, unfor- 
tunately for them, such a man they had not, as they have not 
had since the 16th century. Their Oommander-in-Ohief was 
now that Suleiman who had knocked out the brains of some 
15,000 men against the rocks at Shipka during the months of 
August and September, and who had lately achieved almost 
equally bad results on the Lorn. He was hastily summoned to 
Constantinople, where he arrived on the 19th of December, and 
was intrusted by the Sultan with the chief command in Eoume- 
ha, and especially the defense of the line of the Balkans. Of 
the Turkish Army on the Lorn, a portion was placed in the for- 
tresses with outposts at Razgrad and Osman-Bazar, and the rest 
was rapidly withdrawn by Aidos and Slivno to the south side of 
the Balkans. Work upon the extensive fortifications of Adria- 
nople was pushed forward with great activity, and efforts were 
made to organize the recruits who were arriving in considerable 
numbers from Asia. 

It is generally conceded that a long line of defense, such as a 
chain of mountains or a large river, can not successfully be defend- 
ed by posting isolated bodies of troops, even large in numbers, at 
various points along it, since the enemy, by demonstrating at 
several places and concentrating his forces on one point, will 
overwhelm the defenders at that point before the others can 
come to his relief. All military writers are agreed that the 
proper means of defense of such a line is to post small bodies in 
observation at the various points of passage, and keep the main 
body of the defenders at some central point in rear, from which, 
as soon as the enemy’s real attack is made clear, a force can bear 
down upon him and strike him before his troops have all crossed 
the mountains or river. Such a point in this case was Adria- 
nople, in itself a naturally strong position, and now defended by 
numerous half-finished earthworks, and from which high-roads 
lead to Sophia, Shipka, Slivno, and Aidos, and railroads to 
within three days’ march of Sophia, two days’ of Shipka, and 
one day’s of Slivno. But instead of . posting the bulk of Ms 
troops there, Suleiman tried to do that very thing which all 
history condemns, viz., ,to defend the line of mountains by 
means of isolated detachments. Leaving only a very small force 
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—less than IO 5 OOO men — at Adrianople, lie increased the SMpka 
garrison to 4 O 5 OOO 5 and that around Sophia also to 40,0003 and 
divided the latter , into two parts, 25,000 at the Araha-Konak 
pass and 15,000 at ^ Sophia. With, about 20,000 more he was 
moving to the’ relief of Sophia when he met the troops from 
Araba-Konak; in. , full retreat, near PMKppopolis, where the 
united force was overwhelmed and driven across the Ehodope 
mountains to the ^gean. 

The mountain chain which separates the Sophia valley from 
that of the river Maritza is as high and difficult as the main 
chain of the Balkans ; the broad vaUey of the Maiitza is in fact 
completely shut in hy mountains. Could the Turks have had a 
general capable of assembling the whole of their available force 
(about 150,000 men) in this valley, and using its interior lines 
of communication to strike against first one and then the other 
of the invading columns — ^wHch were widely separated— as 
Napoleon did in 1814, and then as a last resort have fallen back 
upon the strong fortifications of Adrianople and made a new 
Plevna of it, the war could at least have been prolonged till the 
next summer, and Turkey as a military power would not have 
collapsed in 1878. But such rapid movements req^uire a good 
force of regular cavalry to keep the commander well informed 
of the enemy’s movements ; and in this, as well as in generals and 
various other military essentials, the Turks were sadly deficient. 

Let us now turn to the Eussian side. The fall of Plevna set 
free 110,000 men. The 25,000 Eoumanians forming part of 
this force were to remain near the Danube ; but on the other 
hand, Servia declared war against the Turks immediately after 
the fall of Plevna, and brought about an equal number of troops 
into the field. But without taking any account of their small 
allies, the Eussians had 8 |- divisions — ^viz., the lY., IX., and 
Grenadier Corps, 3d Division of the Guard, 2 d Division of the 
Line, and 3d Eifle Brigade — immediately available for further 
operations. "What should be the plan of operations ? 

General Todleben, supposing, as was natural, that the Turks 
would concentrate near Adrianople, and that even after passing 
the Balkans the Eussians would arrive before Adrianople in the 
dead of winter, with a chain of mountains at their back, aiid\a 
line of supplies impossible, to maintain, advised the prudent 
military course, viz., to put the troops in winter quarters on the 
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■ main roads at tie foot of tie Balkans on tie norti^ and to con- 
centrate a large force around Rnstciiik and proceed to its regu- 
lar investment and siege. During tie winter tiis place eoiiH 
be reduced, and tien in tie spring, tie troops having refitted 
and having a railroad at their back, tie army conld advance over 
tie Balkans and crnsi all resistance between it and Constanti- 
nople. ■ 

Bnt some time before tie fall of Plevna the G-rand Duke 
Nicholas had made np Ms mind, although the idea met with the 
hearty approval of none of his generals except Gourko and 
Skobeleff, to cross tie Balkans during the winter in spite of all 
the difficulties of ground, of season, of bad roads, and of insuffi- 
cient supplies. In tMs war, as in all others, purely military 
reasons had to be subordinate to the higher poitical considera- 
tions ; and there were tie strongest political reasons for an im- 
mediate advance, since by postponing active operations nntil tie 
spring tie Turks would have time to reorganize and strengthen 
their armies, and — ^more important than all — tie war would drift 
into tie hands of diplomacy with all its attendant complications, 
including tie proiaiiity of England iecoming an active ally of 
tie Turks, in case a peace was not made. A-t all hazards, tie 
Grand Duke determined to strike before tie Turks had had 
time to recuperate. 

Immediately after tie fall of Plevna, therefore, he issued 
orders sending tie IX. Corps and tie 3d Division of tie Guard 
’ to Orkianie, the IV. Corps and 3d Eifle Brigade to Siipka, tie 
2d Division via Lovtcia and Tirnova to Eustciuk, and the 
Grenadier Corps in reserve behind Siipka. This gave Gourko 84 
battalions, say 65,000 men, of infantry, Eadetzky at Siipka 74 
battalions or 56,000 men, and tie Oesarevitci 72 battalions or 
55,000 men, besides tie cavalry and artillery with each force. 
The 3d Division was to advance from Lovtcia over the Trojan 
pass in connection with Gourko’s advance ; and in addition there 
was tie XI. Corps in, front of Tirnova, available' as reserve, 'and 
tie XIV. Corps under Zimmerman on the , line of TrajaMs Wall 
in tie Dobrudja. (See Plate 6.) 

Gourko^s task was to defeat tie army in his front at tie 
Araia-Konak Pass, capture Sophia, and then advance by tie old 
Eoman road leading from SopMa past Piilippopolis toAdriano- 
,ple| Eadetzky was to defeat tie Turks at Siipka, advance over 
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tliat pass, aifd join hands with Gonrko in fron^ of Adrianople ; 
while the Oesarevitch, commanding all the troops left on the 
north of the Balkans, was to protect the communications from 
anj^ attack from the direction of the Quadrilateral and prosecute 
the siege of Eustchuk, with the assistance of Todlehen as Ms 
CMef Engineer. The distribution of the troops at the begin- 
ning of the winter campaign is shown in the table on the fol- 
lowing page. 

goueko’s passage of the balkatts. 

(See Plate 18 .) 

Pleyna fell on the 10th of December, and the troops destined 
to reenforce General Gourko’s detachment began their march as 
follows : the 8d Division of the Guard on the 14th, and the IX. 
Corps on the 16th. Tip to this date the weather had been 
rainy with occasional snows, and the roads were in a very bad 
condition ; but on the 18th the veritable winter set in with no 
little severity. It began with a snow-storm, wMch continued 
with but little interruption for five days ; and on the night of 
the 19th-20th the temperature fell to 3® Fahr. The roads then 
became an alternation of smooth ice and frozen masses of mud 
ten inches in diameter, and hard enough to resist even the 
artillery wheels, Xone of the horses were sharp-shod, and the 
little Steppe horses of the intendance wagons were not shod at 
all. The result was that at every hill the wagons had all to be. 
hauled and pushed up by hand. 

It was under these difficulties that the reenforcements made 
their march from Plevna to Orkhanie (75 miles), arriving at 
the latter place between the 20th and 23d of December, 

The force at Gourko’s disposal, given in a detail in the pre- 
vious, tabular statement, was then about 65,000 infantry, 6,000 
cavalry, and 280 guns of all kinds. 

The Turkish force opposed to him consisted ' in all of about 

35.000 infantry, about 2,000 regular cavalry, large numbers of 
basM-bozouks, and about 40 guns. It was^ thus distributed : ^ 

25.000 men and 15 guns on the Shandarnik and Araba-Konak 
positions (see pp. 295-297), where the high-road crossed the moun- 
tains ; 5,000 men and 4 guns at Lutikova ; the same at Slatitza 
and 10,000 men and 1,500 guns at Sophia. 


Distr^utim of the Bmsian Army m Bvlgaria, December 25, 1877. 
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$ One brigade only. 

§ One regiment (H^o. 0) and balf of another (liTo 10), in all 4^ battalions. 

I One brigade, Eegiments Nos. 24 and 80. 

f The troops under command of this officer constituted the “ Coast Army," the greater part of which was stationed at Odessa, wth detachments in the Crimea and os 
the Lower Danube, 
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Goiirko’fe^ plan of operations — taking advantage of kis supe- 
riority in numbers — ^was to leave a curtain of troops in front of 
eacb of tbese positionSj and to send a strong column over tlie 
mountains to turn tke left flank of tke main Turldsh position 
across tke bigb-road. Smaller columns were to pass on either 
flank and protect tlie main column from attacks from SopMa^ 
Lutikova, or Slatitza. For this purpose be divided bis force of 
81-| battalions (3 battalions being at Yratza) into 9 detacbmentSj 
and assigned 130 foot- and 20 borse-guns to them, leaving tbe 
rest of Ms artillery in reserve. Tbe men were ordered to take 
rations of bard bread in haversacks, and beef and mutton on the 
hoof to last from tbe 25th to tbe 30th inclusive. The detach- 
ments were as follows : 

1. Lieutenant-General Schilder-Schuldner, with 9 battalions 
with 32 foot-guns, and seven squadrons with 6 horse-guns, on 
the Lutikova road. 

2. Count Shouvaloff, with 12 battalions and 24 foot-guns, on 
tbe mountain heights west of the high-road. 

3. Prince Oldenburg, with 8 battalions and 28 guns, east of 
the high-road. 

4. Major-General Brock, with 5| battalions, 2 guns, and 2 
sotnias, in front of Slatitza. 

These four detachments, something less than half tbe total 
force, were placed under tbe orders of General Kriidener, and 
were to remain in position, observe the Turks, bombard their 
positions, and pursue them in ease of retreat. 

Tbe main turning column was composed of three detach- 
ments following each other over tbe sappers’ road, viz. : 

5. Tbe advance guard, Major-General Eauch, consisting of 
13 battalions with 16 foot-guns, and 11 sotnias with 4 borse- 
guns, which was to leave Vratches at 5 a. m. December 25th, 
pass over the mountains, and halt at Ouriak until 4 a. m. De- 
cember 26tb, when it was to debouch at Eleznitza and take 
position on the high-road at Malinne. 

6. The First Echelon,’’ 8 battalions with 16 guns, and 5 
squadrons, which was to follow tbe Advance Guard and take 
position December 26tb on its left at Eazdanie. 

. 7. The Second Echelon,” 10 battalions and 8 guns, to fol- 

low the First, and take position December 26th at Stolnik as 
reserve to the detachment in front of it. These two Echelons 
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constituted tlie l)ivision of tlie Guard under iSie command 
of Lieutenant-General Kataley. 

. : To protect tlie right flank — 

8 . Lieutenant-General Wilhelminof, with 6 . battalionSj 16 
squadrons, 8 foot-guns, and 8 horse-guns, was to cross by an old 
trail over the Ilmargas Mountain, and debouch at Zilava on the 
26th, whence he was immediately to take a defensive position 
against any troops coming either from Sophia or from the Luti- 
kova road; or in case the Advance Guard was checked at Elez- 
nitza (where the Turks had one or two battalions), then* to attack 
the Turks there in rear. Finally, 

9. Major-General Dandeville, with 9 battalions with 8 guns, 
and 6 squadrons with 6 horse-guns, was to make his way from 
Etropol over the mountain named Baba, demonstrate on the 
right and rear of the Turkish position, and debouch into the plain 
of Kamaiiee on the 26th. 

Once debouched into the plains of Sophia and Kamarlee, 
the cavahy of the various detachments was to push forward to 
the Philipoppolis and other roads, cut the telegraph, and recon- 
noiter. 

The Order of the Day of December 23d, of which the above 
is the substance, therefore contemplated that the principal col- 
umn, 31 battalions, 16 squadrons, and M guns in all, should in 
36 hours march 32 miles, passing over a mountain crest 1,800 
feet above the valleys on either side ; and these dispositions were 
made upon the report of the chief of the Sapper Battalion that 
the road was practicable for artillery, which opinion was shared 
by the commanding general, who had passed over it in person. 
This opinion was somewhat sanguine, as the best parts of the 
road had a slope of one in six, and the worst as steep as one in 
three, with curves with a radius of 10 yards ; and the whole was 
covered with half-frozen snow or frosted earth. 

In the result the horses proved to be totally useless, and were 
unharnessed ; the pieces and caissons were then unlimbered, and 
the ammunition unloaded and carried by hand ; drag-ropes were 
attached to each limber and each gun ; from 100 to 150 men 
hauled on the ropes and pushed at the wheels and boxes. The 
first gun reached the summit on the morning of December 26 th 5 
and the last on the 30th. 

In order to, descend the southern slope (where the snow 
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melted eacli^afterEOon and froze into smobtli4ce eacli nigliQj 
two drag-ropes were fastened to each side of the carriage and 
one to the trail; with one rope on each side, a turn was then 
taken around a stump or bush, the other two ropes were then 
slacked lip, and the piece was let slide the length of the first 
two ropes ; then the operation was repeated. Some effort was 
made to guide by the trail-rope, but it amounted to little; for 
on the steep icy slope the men could not stand on their feet 
without the aid of a stick or a bush. Occasionally the piece got 
loose, but was brought to a standstill by a stump. There was 
but one serious accident, caused by the parting of a cable, in 
which one man was killed and three were seriously injured. 
Not a carriage was lost or damaged. 

The patience and good humor of the men — ^hauling at the 
gims twelve hours of the day, sleeping on the snow without 
tent or blanket, and subsisting on two thirds of a ration of black 
hard biscuit and meat, which latter was not always on hand — 
were extraordinary. By examining the map (Plate 18), it will 
be seen that the sappers’ road descends into a valley whose 
head is not far from the left of the Turkish position at Araba- 
Konak ; thence it follows this valley in a westerly direction to 
Ouriak, where it turns south for two miles, and then, again 
turning west, passes Potop and arrives at Eleznitza, debouch- 
ing thence to the south into the plain of Sophia. The greater 
part of the road between the summit and the Ouriak valley was 
in sight of the Turks along the Shandarnik position ; they also 
had one or two battalions posted at Potop and Eleznitza, with 
their outposts on a mountain overlooking Ouriak and Potop at 
the bend of the valley. 

The Preobrazhensky Eegiment, the 1st Eegiinent of the 1st 
Division of the Guard, had the advance, and passed over to 
Ouriak during the night of the Slth. On the night of the 25th 
the Caucasian Cossacks passed over, and on the morning of the 
2Tth the 'Kozloff Eegiment (No. 123) of Eauch’s column, with 
4 guns. One battalion of this regiment was left in the valley 
above the point ^ where the sappers’ road' entered it, and the 
other two passed through Ouriak and over the mountain be- 
tween it and Potop, at which latter place there was a slight skir- 
mish with the Turks, who retreated into the plain of Sophia. 

■ On the same day, about noon, the Preobrazhensky , Eegi- 
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meiit took posseg:sioix of tke mountain in front of Okriakj wliere 
tke Tnrkisli outposts tad been, and then, advancing during tbe 
nigM, occupied and fortified a position to tke left (east) of tbe 
village of Nyagesovo, facing tbe Tnrkisli position at Taskosen, 
The Caucasian Cossacks descended into the valley of Taskosen, 
cut the telegraph to Sophia, and captured a provision train of 
over 200 wagons en route from Sophia to Ajraba-Konak. The 
next two days, the 28th and 29th, were occupied in hauling at 
the guns. Meanwhile the column on the right. General Wil- 
helminof, had found its route totally impracticable, and after 
two days of futile effort had discovered another, by which the 
guns were brought to Curiak, with labor equal to or greater 
than that of the main column. The column on the left. Gene- 
ral Bandeville, succeeded in getting over the summit of the 
mountains, but in its descent was overwhelmed by a -terrible 
storm, causing the snow to pile up in great drifts and bury a 
considerable part of the artillery. All progress was impossible, 
and after great suffering, this column returned to Etropol, De- 
cember 29th, having lost 53 men frozen to death and 810 per- 
manently disabled by freezing. 

But the main turning column met with better success, and 
on the 30th all the guns were in the Curiak valley, the pieces 
assembled and harnessed. On the same day the Turks aban- 
doned their position on the Lutikova road, leaving 4 guns, and 
escaped to Sophia, vsdth a few losses in their rear guard, which 
was overtaken by the Caucasian Cossacks. The dispositions 
were then taken for attack on the 31st. 

The plain of Sophia is a shelving oval about 25 by 10 miles 
in extent, entirely surrounded by mountains from 1,500 to 2,500 
feet higher than its own level. Sophia lies in the southwestern 
comer. As the Plevna high-road, after leaving Sophia, ap- 
proaches the eastern side of this plain, it meets and passes a 
spur of the Little Balkans projecting to the north through the 
villages of Malinne and Eazdanie to ITyagesovo. Beyond this 
spur is a little prairie three miles in diameter, the eastern houn- 
dary of which is formed by a spur of the Balkans projecting to 
the south ; over this the road passes near the village of Tasko- 
sen, and descends .into ^ a second prairie aboutffve milesindi- 
::.ameter----the Kamarlee pla^^ Here were the principal camps 
of the Turkish reserves, . their stores, munitions, etc. : On the 
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nortli was tlifeir position at Araba-Konak, t£e main range rising 
abruptly from tbe plain ; on tlie southeast was the road to Sla- 
titeaj and to Petricero and Ichtimann on the Philippopolis high- 
road. 

At Malinne and Eazdanie the Turks had nothing but an 
outpost, which disappeared on the appearance of the Preobra- 
zhensky Regiment. ^^At Taskosen, however, they seemed pre- 
pared to make a defense. They had there ten battalions (about 
5,000 men), occupying intrenchments on either side of the high- 
road back of the village ; and on the mountain north of it were 
three successive lines of earthworks with four guns. To take 
this position the following dispositions were made : 

1. General Eauch, with 10 battalions and 8 guns, to demon- 
strate against its front and turn the mountain with his left. 

2. Major-General Kourloff, with 10 battalions and 8 guns, to 
make a detour to the right through Oekansevo, and take the 
mountain behind Taskosen ; and two brigades of Cavalry to go 
still farther to the right and descend into Kamarlee plain. 

The reserve, 12 battalions and 20 guns, under General 
Kataley, was on the high-road about two miles in rear of 
Eauch. 

A small column of three battalions, under Colonel Yasmund, 
kept up the connection between Eauch and Shouvaloff through 
the village of Daiiskioi. 

On the same date, the 30th, General ‘Wilhelminof, with 5 
battalions and 8 guns, debouched through Eleznitza to Jana, and 
the next day took position a few miles in advance in observation 
of Sophia; and the Caucasian Cossacks were placed under his 
orders. 

The columns were under way before daylight on the 31st, 
and took the routes above indicated. Ranches 8 guns got in 
position at 9 a. m., about 1,800 yards from the Turkish batteries, 
and an artillery duel opened with shrapnel, at the same time 
that the Preobrazhensky Regiment and two battalions of the 
Rifle Brigade began working their way through the deep snow 
round the mountain to his left. \ , 

Kourloff^s column on the right met with a warm reception on 
leaving \ the village of Oekansevo, and lost over 200 , men (in- 
cluding General Mirkovitcli, commanding the Volhynia Kegi- 
ment) in their skirmish line at a distance of fully 2,000 yards 
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from , tlic Turkish positfon. They were obliged , to Sdvance very 
slowly 3 tbe men running' forward a few yards and, tben, lying 
down in. tbe snowj as they were entirely, exposed in the open, 
plain to the fire of the Turks concealed behind rocks on the 
mountain. About 2 o’clock their skirmish line got within 500 
yards of the Turks, and then the latter fled. 

The advance guard of the cavalry column on approaching 
the Eamarlee plain encountered some infantry intrenchments, 
and was driven back by their fire ; and the cavalry did nothing 
all day. 

The Preobrazhensky Eegiment and the Rifle Brigade mean- 
time kept crawling round the left of the mountain out of fire, 
and approached the Turkish battery from its right rear (north) 
about 3 p. M. Under cover of heavy clouds which settled on 
the mountain about this time, the Turks retired their guns to 
the high-road and then abandoned the whole position. They 
took up, however, a second position of great natural strength, 
on a mountain crossing the high-road about a mile in rear. 
It was now about 4 o’clock, darkness was setting in, and the 
men were exhausted with the fatigues of the day. They were 
therefore ordered to bivouac on the heights in rear of Tasko- 
sen., . . 

During the night the outposts were somewhat carelessly 
kept, the men having weU-nigh reached the limit of endurance 
with the terribly fatiguing work of the past seven days ; more- 
over, a dense fog prevailed. 

On the next morning, January 1st, the Turks could not be 
found. The columns began advancing between 8 and 9 a.m., 
Rauch by the high-road, and Kataley with the 3d Division of 
the Guard in two columns over the mountain on his right. 

As Gourko reached the Kamarlee plain with the advance 
about 10 o’clock, he saw a column of about 10,000 men, the 
rear of the Turks, climbing the mountain behind Dolni- 
Kamarlee on the road to Petricevo. At the same time a recon- 
noitering party of cavalry advanced over the high-road at Araba- 
Konak, and met the advance of Eriidener’s corps coming from 
the north. The fortifications at Araba-Eonak were all aban- 
doned, and the passage of the Balkans was complete. 

Kataley’s column came up with the Turks at Dolni-Kamarlee 
about noon, but the rear guard of 200 or 300 men made a stub- 
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born defense from behind the fences and bousi^s of the village^ 
and the main force secured its retreat. 

In the Kamarlee plain the Turks abandoned their hospitalsj 
with about 1,000 sick and wounded under care of the English 
Surgeons of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, about 
600 tents, oyer five million rounds of small-arms cartridges, and 
a considerable qnan|ity of hard biscnit. On Shandarnik they 
abandoned ten guns, being unaBle to withdraw them under the 
shrapnel fire of Prince Oldenbnrg’s batteries. 

The same day, January 1st, the Turks in Sophia made a 
sortie with about 5,000 men against the column of Greneral 
Wilhelminof. The latter disposed his force of 3,500 men along 
the crest of a low bluff rising from the plain in front of the 
village of Gomi-Bugaroff, and while the Turks were approach- 
ing they constructed hastily a line of little trenches, each large 
enough for eight or ten men. With wonderful firmness the 
Russians let the Turks approach within about 100 paces, and 
then opened fire with well-aimed volleys, succeeded by a hand- 
to-hand attack with the bayonet. The Turks were completely 
staggered by the fierceness and suddenness of this attack, and 
after a few moments lost all cohesion and began to retreat in 
confusion to Sophia, leaving 800 dead on the field, but carrying 
off the 1,600 wounded to Sophia. The Russians lost 6 officers 
and 243 men. The smallness of Wilhelminof’s force prevented 
his following up their retreat. 

On the evening of J anuary 1st the following dispositions 
were ordered : Rauch, with 16 battalions and 26 guns, to leave 
Taskosen at 2 a. m. and advance by the high-road toward Sophia. 
Kataley, with the 3d Division of the Guard, 16 battalions and 
16 guns, to continue the pursuit of the Turks, joining at Bunova 
the detachment of General DandeviUe, which had succeeded on 
a second attempt in passing the mountains in that ■\dcinity. The 
detachments of Shouvaloff and Oldenburg, to withdraw the 
guns from the mountain positions opposite Shandarnik, and then 
descend into the plain and bivouac near Malinne, ■ The detach- 
ment of Schilder-Schuldner to pass into the plain of Kamarlee 
and ■ bivouac there. Two ' brigades of the ^ Guard Cavalry to 
move' to Petricevo in order to take the Turks in flank, and the 
3d Brigade to take position on the Philippopolis high-road' five 
miles east of Sophia. 
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' While the laoYemeiits already described had been in pro- 
gressj 70,000 pounds of hard bread had been packed across the 
mountain by the sappers’ road on the horses of the artiflery left 
in reserre. This, with the biscuits left by the Turks, furnished 
the bread ration to the 4th of January inclusive, when the 
wagons began arriving by the high-road. 

Bauch moved forward as ordered, an4 on the afternoon of 
the 2d, after a march of 25 miles, came to the Isker bridge, five 
miles east of Sophia. Here the Turks had posted three bat- 
talions of infantry and a regiment of cavalry, which made a 
defense for about an hour, setting fire to the village of Baz- 
dimme and attempting to burn the bridge; but before they 
could get the fire well under way the Preobrazhensky Eegi- 
ment crossed the Isker on the ice about a mile to the left, 
and threatened their rear, whereupon they retreated to the 
town. 

The next day a reconnaissance was made of the Turkish 
positions, showing that they had five large strong redoubts com- 
manding the approaches by the various roads, and several lines 
of trenches and batteries recently constructed, a garrison of 
about 12,000 men, and 15 to 20 guns (estimated). The 8 bat- 
talions of Prince Oldenburg and 16 guns were brought up from 
Malinne, and aU the dispositions were made to attack on the 
5th. Wilhelminof, with 8 battalions and 12 guns, was to de- 
monstrate on the north, while Bauch, with 20 battalions and 42 
guns, was to make the main attack along the Plevna high-road. 
With the previous experience of the campaign, the result of 
this assault would have been at least doubtful, and if successful 
it would have cost over 6,000 men and largely demoralized the 
whole force. Fortunately, the necessity for it was avoided, as 
the Turks evacuated the place during the night of the Sd, 
retreating in the direction of Dubnitza, and abandoning as usual 
all their tents, an immense quantity of ammunition, and about 
1,600 sick and wounded. Here, in addition, they left about 
8,000,000 complete rations of flour, hard bread, rice, sugar, 
coffee, salt, etc., besides oats and barley in great quantities. 
With this and the abundance of hay, sheep, and cattle in the 
Sophia Yalley, the force under Q-eneral Gourko’s orders was 
provisioned for over a month. 

' Gourko’s total losses in action during the eleven days of his 
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movement Between Orklianie and SopMa we^e 32 officers (in- 
cluding 3 generals) and 1,003 men. 

Tlie occupation of Sophia completed a military enterprise 
of no ordinary character, viz., the passage of a high mountain 
range in the middle of winter. The attacking force was nu- 
merically superior to the defenders in about the proportion of 
three to two ; the latter were dispersed at several points, and 
nearly all their troops occupied positions on the mountain crests, 
with only a small reserve (at Sophia) in rear. Occupying the 
attention of each one of these detachments in front, the Eussian 
commander threw a strong column over the mountains between 
the main mountain position (Ajraba-Konak) and the reserves 
(Sophia), and, completely turning the former, caused the hasty 
retreafc of its defenders. Against the road by which they es- 
caped a second turning column had been sent ; but, overwhelmed 
with a snow storm in the mountains, it had been obliged to turn 
back, and thus the Turkish force escaped capture or complete 
destruction. 

The success of such a movement depends very largely upon 
the secrecy and celerity with which it is accomplished. Secrecy 
had in this case been very well observed, since the Turks had 
no knowledge of the construction of the sappers’ road by 
which the main turning column passed ; and its value was aug- 
mented by the confident belief of the Turkish commanders 
that to pass such a range of mountains covered with deep snow 
at this season of the year, by any but the main road, was totally 
impossiUe, As for celerity, there was not so much success ; for 
the sappers’ road proved so difficult for the passage of cannon 
that the arrival of the troops in the valleys of the southern 
slope, which had been fixed in Gourko’s orders for the 26th, 
did not take place until the 30th. For four days — days of no 
little anxiety— the movement hung fire, half the guns on one 
side and half on the other side of the mountains, the troops 
more or less dispersed, and a retreat in case of attack being im- 
possible. There was, moreover, a lateral valley of the moun- 
tains which, passing out of range of Shouvaloff’s right flank, led 
directly against the road which the main column was descend- 
ing. Here was' a fine opportunity for the Turks to ' strike the 
left flank of Gourko’s column as it was descending the moun- 
tain, and , before the men were well assembled. But the Turks 
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did not take acSvantage of tMs opportunity, and wkat would 
Have happened had they done so it is idle to specolate* 

Having compelled the retreat of the Turks from Araha- 
Konak, Gourko sent one division of infantry and two brigades 
of cavalry to their pursuit; and without giving his troops any 
repose, he turned the rest of his force toward Sophia ; which 
the Turks evacuated just as Gourko was pj’eparing to assault it. 
In the other column the cavalry found such difficulty in travers- 
ing the mountains that all their efforts to head off the retreat- 
ing Turks and strike their flank came to naught ; the cavalry 
arrived too late each time. The infantry followed directly on 
the heels of the Turks, but in the narrow mountain passes the 
latter managed to cover their retreat by small bodies of men 
posted on the heights overlooking the road. They thus from 
time to time delayed the Eussian advance long enough to gain 
time for their own retreat. In one of these skirmishes, the 
commander of the division, General Kataley, and one of his bri- 
gade commanders, who were riding imprudently in front of the 
column, were killed. 

The Eussian troops entered Sophia on the 4th of January, 
and were granted the few days’ rest which was absolutely indis- 
pensable to them before undertaking a farther advance. The 
Turks had abandoned about 8,000,000 rations* of flour, rice, 
barley, salt, sugar, coffee, and a small quantity of hard bread and 
salt-beef. They also left all their tents, over 4,000,000 rounds 
of cartridges, and a large quantity of forage. Sixteen hundred 
.sick remained in the hospitals under care of the surgeons of 
the various English aid societies. There had been between 
'7,000 and 9,000 sick and wounded in the hospitals before the 
Turks abandoned fche town, but all those who were capable of 
walking or crawling, as weH as the Turkish population of the 
town, had been ordered to leave, and had fled in the direction 
of Dubnitza. 

But although a great quantity of supplies had fallen into the 
hands of the Eussians, there was very little hard bread among 
them; and this article was indispensable to Goiirko’s farther 
advance. A^ train loaded with it was brought over the 

Araba-Konak Pass, from the Eussian supplies at Orkhanie. As 


* Of flour alone there was more than SO, 000 tons, according to Gourko’s report. 
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soon as it arrived G-onrko distributed six dfays-' rations of it to 
Ms men, as well as beef and mutton on tbe boof. He then 
issued orders for Ms advance toward Pbilippopolis, wMcli began 
on tbe 9tb of January. 
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CHAPTEE X. 

GOTIeWs ADVAIKTCE TO PHILIPPOPOLISj AKD THE BATTLES NEAE 
THAT POINT, JANTJAEY 15-lY, IS'JS. 

(See Plates 2 and 6.) 

Befoee describing Gourko’s advance from SopMa to Plii- 
lippopolis^ it is necessary to refer briefly to tbe topograpMeal f ea- 
tnres of tlie intervening country. Tbe plain of SopHa, altbongb 
south of tbe main Balkan range, is yet properly a part of the 
basin of the Danube, for all its drainage is collected into 
the Isker, which cuts its way through the Balkans in a deep 
gorge due north of Sophia. The Isker rises near the town of 
Samakoff, about thirty miles south of Sophia, in a cluster of 
peaks known as Mount Eilo, which attain an altitude of over 
8,000 feet above sea level. From these peaks two ranges of 
mountains radiate to the. northeast and northwest, joining the 
main Balkans, and along these two ranges is the water-shed be- 
tween the basin of the Danube and that of the -^gean Sea. A 
third range, known as the Ehodope Mountains, shoots off to 
the south of east from Mount Eilo, and between it and the Bal- 
kans lies the broad valley of the Maritza, the plains of ancient 
Thrace, beyond the eastern side of which lies Adrianople. The 
old Eoman high-road, built by Trajan, passes through Sophia 
and over the water-shed on its east, winding through a deep 
gorge which stiE bears the name of Trajan’s Gate ; descending 
into the plain of the Maritza above Tatar-Bazardjik, it foEows 
the course of that river for 150 miles to Adrianople. 

Having crossed the Balkans to Sophia, Gourko’s prohlem 
was of course to advance along the direction of this road. By 
,;|iis:^m^^ Taskosen he had separated the Turkish force 
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into two detablimeiitSj ’but they botb made good tbeir retreat — 
that which had defended the Araba-Konak Pass by crossing the 
divide to the town of Petricbvo, which is situated on the Topol- 
nica riverj an affluent of the Maritza, and that which had been 
at Sophia by making a wide detour to the southwest through 
the town of Eadomir and thence east to Samakoff. The east- 
ern detachment num|)ered about 20,000 men, and the western 
about 16,000 ; and they were reenforced by 20,000 men with- 
drawn from the Quadrilateral and forwarded by rail. 

With them arrived Suleiman Pasha, who personally took 
command about the 5th of January. This force was then dis- 
tributed along the roads leading over the water-shed, the bulk 
of the newly arrived troops behind Ichtiman at Trajan’s Gate, 
the detachment of Shakir Pasha on the right at Otlukioi and 
Petricevo, and the garrison of Sophia at Samakoff on the left. 
The distance between his extreme right and left flanl?;s was 
nearly 40 miles, hut the communications were good by means of 
intersecting valleys. This position at the entrance of the defile 
of Trajan’s Gate was one of great natui’al strength, but it could 
easily have been turned by either flank by means of the valleys 
winding in the rear of it. Such was Gourko’s plan of opera- 
tions, and for this purpose he divided his force into four detach- 
ments, exclusive of a portion of the 3d Division of the Line, 
which was sent along the base of the Balkans to Kaiiovo, there 
to join the rest of the division, which meanwhile was passing 
the Balkans through the Trajan Pass. 

The four detachments were ordered as follows : 

On the rightj Lieutenant-General Willielmiiioff, with 8 bat- 
talions of the IX. Corps, 12 sotnias of Cossacks, and 12 guns, 
was to leave Sophia January 7th by the direct Samakoff road, 
and endeavor, 1, to cut off the retreat of that Turkish detach- 
ment which was retreating by way of Eadomir (in which he 
was not successful), and, 2, to advance through Banja against 
the left flank and rear of the position at Trajan’s Gate. 

In the center, Lieutenant-General Count Shouvaloff, with 30 
battalions, 12 squadrons, and 76 guns, all of the Guard, was to 
advance along the main high-road, and, arrived at Ichtiman, to 
act against the front of the position, at Trajan’s Gate. 

On the Lieutenant-General Baron Kriidener, with the 
rest of the Guard and a portion of his own (IX.) corps, in all 24 
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battalions, 16 s<faa(iroiis, and 58 guns, was to advance by Petri* 
cevo to OtlnMoi, whence a good road descends to Tatar-Bazard- 
jik. He was to threaten the Turkish right, and in case of their 
retreat to endeavor to intercept them. 

Finally, the fourth column, a small detachment of 6 battal- 
ions and 8 guns under Lieutenant-General Schilder-Schuldner, 
was to follow the valley of the Topolnica, keep up communica- 
tions between Shouvaloff and Kriidener, and endeavor to get in 
rear of the Turkish right. A detachment of 8 battalions, 8 
squadrons, and 14: guns was left at Sophia to protect the rear of 
the advancing columns and guard the stores captured at that 
place. 

The various columns arrived in front of the Turkish posi- 
tions previously described on the morning of January 11th. 
Then followed a curious misxmderstanding, each of the Turkish 
detachments Parhmentai/re through the pickets to say 

that orders had been received from the Minister of War at Con- 
stantinople to cease hostilities, as an armistice had been granted 
by the Eussians. Telegrams soon arrived from the Grand 
Duke, however, saying that proposals for an armistice were 
expected, but had not been received, and that active operations 
must not in the least be retarded. This misunderstanding on 
the part of the Turks resulted in delaying the column of Wil- 
helminofE for twenty-four hours, but otherwise had no effect. 

On the 11th Wilhelminoff attacked Samakoff, and gained 
possession of it after a fight in which he lost 150 men. 

On the 10th the Turks received news of the capture of 
Shipka Pass and the whole army stationed there. This of course 
rendered a prompt retreat of Suleiman’s army imperatively 
necessary, and on the morning of the 11th his troops evacuated 
their whole line of defense along the mountains of which Tra- 
jan’s Gate was the center. Their right flank and a portion of 
their center united at Tatar-Bazardjik, and at once continued 
their retreat to Philippopolis. ‘ 

With the Turkish left flank, however, which had been at 
Samakoff, the Eussians at once began a race, in the hope that 
Shouvaloffl’s column, advanciag by the high-road through lehti- 
man, might first reach the Maritza valley and thus cut off this 
detachment. But the Turks reached the valley before the Eus- 
sians, the latter being delayed hy their artillery, which again 
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had to be bluled up and 'down the icy slopes- of the road by 
hand. As the, advance guard of Count Shouvaloff debouched 
from the mountains on the main road at the village of Vet- 
renova on the afternoon of January ISth, the rear of the Turk- 
ish column was in sight a few miles in advance on a parallel 
road — ^that from Samakoff to Tatar-Bazardjik. The leading 
regiment was sent across to ' that road, but only overtook the 
baggage — 300 ox-carts — ^which it captured. The next morning, 
January ISth, it followed on the heels of the Turks, but about 
five miles behind them, while twelve other battalions of Shouva- 
loff ’s column advanced along the main road to about three miles 
from Tatar-Bazardjik. Here they found a portion of the cen- 
tral column, about 8,000 men, under Buad Pasha, occupying a 
strong position behind the Topolnica River, and prepared to 
defend it in order to gain time for the other Turkish column to 
enter by the Samakoff road. The Russians were not strong 
enough as yet to warrant an attack, and therefore nothing was 
done beyond skirmishing with the outposts. During the after- 
noon the advance of Kriidener’s column was seen debouching 
from the mountains off on the left ; and preparations were made 
to surround and attack the Turks the next day, provided they 
remained at Tatar-Bazardjik. But, as was expected, they aban- 
doned their positions during the night, and the pursuit therefore 
was recommenced early the next morning, January 14th. 

Fuad Pasha conducted the retreat of the 20,000 men now 
united under his orders as a rear guard with no little skill. In- 
stead of marching along the main high-road, where he could 
have been overtaken and detained by the cavalry long enough 
for the infantry to come up and overwhelm Mm, he at once 
crossed the Maritza, destroying the bridges, and followed the 
line of railroad with his infantry and the country roads with his 
artillery, and covered his rear with about 1,500 cavalry, who did 
excellent service. ' The Russians were on • the march, before day- 
light of January llth, Shouvaloff on the high-road, Kriidener 
on a' converging road on his left, 'Wilhelminoff and . Schjlder- 
Schuldner on^ the flanks somewhat in rear. : About 5 p. m., after 
a march , of ■ 30 miles without halt, Bhouvaloff s advance-guard 
got: abreast of the rear of the Turks, about' three miles off, on 
the railroad near the little village of Adakioi. (See Plate 20.) 
Here his troops forded the Maritza, a stream 200 yards wide and 
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3 feet deep, and filled witli floating ice, and passed tliroiigli tlie 
village. But the Turks, on tlie run, had got abont a mile ahead, 

: and Shonvaloff, having only 8 battalions at hand, was obliged to 
be prudent, especially as it was already nearly dark. The same 
night the bulk of the cavalry (28 squadrons) bivouacked between 
the Karlovo high-road and the Maritza, about four miles from 
Philippopolis ; Kriidener bivouacked at Oelapitza on the right 
flank of the cavalry, with Schilder-Schuldner behind him on the 
same road ; and ‘W’ilhelminoff was on the railroad about 12 
miles ill rear. 

The next morning, January 15th, Shonvaloff had 12 battal- 
ions in hand and 20 battalions marching toward him by the 
high-road. He moved out of the village (Adakioi) at daylight, 
and at once found the Turks, who, overcome with fatigue, had 
been unable to continue their retreat during the night. They 
were posted in a good position behind a small but deep rivulet, 
the ice of which was not passable for artillery, extending from 
the village of Karatair on their left over a little hill behind Ka- 
dikioi toward the village of Airanly, their right resting on the 
swamps of extensive ice-fields. 

Shonvaloff at once deployed his troops and opened fire upon 
the Turks, and sent word to General Gourko, whose headquar- 
ters were on the other side of the Maritza nearly opposite Air- 
anly, that he had a force of about 15,000 men in his front posted 
in a good position, that he thought he could, if ordered to do so, 
carry the position in his front, but with considerable loss ; and 
asking for instructions. Gourko sent him back word about 10 
A. M., not to attack the Turks, but to keep up a sufiicient fire to 
hold them in place while he sent the rest of his troops around 
their right flank to cut them off from Philippopolis. 

For this purpose Gourko ordered : 

1. Krlidener’s column, with the 3d Division of the Guard in 
. the lead, to move forward at once to Philippopolis, nine miles 

in advance (or on the left as the line of battle stood). 

2. The Finland Regiment, followed by Schilder-SchuldneFs 
Brigade (17th and 18th Regiments), to cross the Maritza at the 
village of Airanly, drive the Turks out of that village, and 
move around the Turkish right flank. 

Preobazhensky and Simeonoff Regiments; to demon- 
strate against the^ center of the Turldsh position at EadiMoi ^ 



BATTLE OF .-PHILIPPOPOLIS. 


343 


■ 4. The (frenadier, Paul, and Moscow'^'Pegiments and the 
Eifle Brigade to heep up the fire against the left, flank of the 
Turks, and if possible retain them in place. 

6.. The column of General Wilhelminoff to move along the 
railroad and come up on the right of Shouvaloff . 

As the Eussian cavalry approached the Maritza on the east 
of Philippopolis early in the morning, the Turks saw that it 
would be useless to attempt to continue the retreat in that di- 
rection, and they were therefore forced to accept battle in the 
position where they then were, and thus cover their retreat over 
the Ehodope Mountains to the south. 

Suleiman’s whole force numbered 100 battalions, or between 
60,000 and 60,000 men; but he personally escaped this morning 
with some 10,000 or 15,000 by Stanimaka and the road leading 
thence southeast over the mountains ; but the rest of his force 
was cut off by the Eussians before reaching Stanimaka, and 
thereafter formed the right flank of the force under Fuad Pasha, 
whose troops, t with this addition, numbered in aE about 35,000 
men. 

Meanwhile Shouvaloff kept up a sharp fire with the Turks 
in front of him throughout the day. His right flank, however, 
was somewhat in the air, but gave him no great anxiety, as the 
column of Wilhelminoff was expected to arrive every minute 
along the railroad and join him ; but about 4 p. m., Wilheminoff 
not yet having arrived, and a considerable force of Turkish 
cavalry having appeared between Karatair and Karadermen, 
ShouvaloflT, not wishing to leave his flank unprotected during 
the night, resolved to attack the Turkish left at the village of 
Karatair and drive them out of that position. This attack was 
executed by the Paul Kegiment, which crossed the stream in 
front of that village hy fording, and after a short fight gained 
possession of the village. Darkness soon afterward set in, and 
soon arrived Wilhelminoff’s column. 

On the other flank the Finland Eegiment was ferried over 
the Maritza on cavalry horses about 2 p. m., and drove the Turks 
out of the village of Airanly. But the column of Schilder- 
Schuidner did not come up tEl about 5 p. m. ; it was then fer- 
ried over in the same manner at a ford about' a mile east of the 
point where the Finland Eegiment had crossed. It was unable 
to advance around the Turkish flank, however, for the country 
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in front of it was a mass of impassable rice-fiel(B. Tlie only 
figMing of the day was in Sbonvaloffs colimm^ wbose losses 
were in all about 300 men. 

The 3d Dmsion of tbe Guard, forming part of Exiidener^s 
column, bad meanwhile approached Philippopolis early in the 
afternoon, and had entered that part of the town on the north 
of the riyer ; but they found the bridge^whoUy destroyed, the 
opposite bank occupied by infantry, and the river not fordable. 
Beyond preparing some bridge material, they were unable to 
accomplish anything on that day. 

A portion of the cavalry had moved around the town of 
Philippopolis and reached the Maritza at a point five miles 
east of the town, but had not crossed. 

The force against which Shouvaloff fought during the 15th 
of January was only the rear guard of the Turkish army, about 
15,000 to 20,000 men, under Fuad Pasha- The rest of Sulei- 
man’s army, about 35,000 to 40,000 men, with Suleiman him- 
self, had already reached Philippopolis about the 12th or 13th. 
On the 14th, seeing the Eussian cavalry already moving around 
the south of the town, Suleiman saw that it would be impossible 
to continue his retreat to Adrianople by the high-road, and he 
determined to try to escape by the roads on the south of the 
inain road. For this purpose he sent a portion of his troops to 
the village of Markova (four miles south of Philippopolis), and 
with the rest he took the road leading to Stanimaka, and thence 
over the moimtains either to Adrianople or due south to some 
port on the JEgean. This movement he began on the 15th, 
while the fight was going on around Kadikioi. 

During the night of the 15th and 16th Fuad abandoned his 
position of the previous day, and, passing through the gap be- 
tween Schilder-Schuldner and the mountains, took up a position 
along the base of the mountains near the village of Dermen- 
dere. 

Wilhelminof followed him along the base of the moun- 
tains; Schilder-Schuldner moved along the railroad so as to get 
around his right flank | and Shouvaloff followed along the rail- 
road across the rice-swamps, and then turning by the right flank 
deployed in his front. But ScMlder-Schuldner,: after arriving 
at the village of Komat, ’ halted his troops on account of their 
fatigue, and did not close around the Turkish right' flank.:r' J^^^ 
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meanwMle Concentrated his troops' near the ^yinage of Bermen- 
derCj and about 3 n. m. made a very savage attack upon Wil- 
helminofs column, forming the extreme Russian right flank. 
These were the same troops which had repulsed the Turks so 
savagely at Gomi-Bugarof (near Sophia) on the 1st of January, 
and they repeated hbre the same tactics as on that day, and with 
almost equally good results — ^i. e., they lay down behind the 
rocks on a ridge of the foot-hills and let the Turks approach to 
within 100 yards, and then received them with carefully aimed 
volley-firing. The Turks made three attacks, and were each 
time repulsed, and finally retired, leaving 600 dead on the field, 
while the Russian loss was only about 60 in all. 

Fuad’s purpose in this attack was evidently to divert the at- 
tention of the Russians, and cause them to send troops to the 
aid of their right flank by weakening their left, and then to 
hasten to rejoin the rest of Suleiman’s army on the Stanimaka 
road. But he did not succeed. Two regiments were indeed 
sent by Shouvaloff to Wilhelminof’s aid, but Schilder-Schuld- 
ner’s column was not weakened, nor that of Kriidener. 

But Schilder-Schuldner did fail to get around Fuad’s right 
flank on the 16th, and therefore during the night Fuad again 
moved along the base of the mountains about four miles, taking 
up a new position near the village of Beleznitza. 

Meanwhile, on the morning of this same day (January IBth), 
Goiirko having gone in person to Philippopolis, and finding 
that it would be impossible to construct quickly a bridge over 
the river in place of the one which had been burned by the 
Turks, immediately sent the 3d Division of the Guard down 
the river three or four miles to the nearest ford, and there had 
them ferried over the river on the cavalry horses of the 2d 
Brigade of the Cavalry Division of the Guard. From there 
this division advanced at once to the south toward the Stani- 
maka road, by which Suleiman had retreated the previous day. 

About 4 n, M. the 1st Brigade of this division approached 
this road near the village of Karagatch, five miles from Philip- 
popolis. This village was occupied by a considerable force of 
Turks, the rear of Suleiman’s force, with 18 guns. The Rus- 
sians; immediately moved forward to the attack, and carried the 
village, with a loss of about 260 men, capttiring all of the 18 
guns. The Turks, in turn, reenforced ^ in numbers, attacked the 
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Eussians' and trfed %o regain the position, bnt without success* 
The 2d Brigade of this division, however, had been delayed at 
the crossing of the Maritza, and did not arrive by nightfal* 
Owing to the weakness of his force and his exposed position 
(Snleiman^s main force being only a few miles farther ahead 
toward Stanimaka), the chief of this hrigMe thought it pru- 
dent to withdraw his troops and the 18 captured guns during 
the night a few miles back to the village of Ahlan, where he 
was rejoined by the 2d Brigade. 

Suleiman, however, continued his retreat, leaving Fuad to 
extricate himseK the best way he could. By his retreat to 
Beleznitza during the night of the 15th and 16th, the latter had 
joined his troops to that portion of Suleiman’s rear guard which 
had been cut off at Karagatch. 

Sending his cavalry to follow Suleiman, Gourko prepared to 
close in his whole force round Fuad, Wilhelminof on the right 
near Markova, Shouvaloff and Schilder-Schuldner in the center 
near Beleznitza, and Dandeville (3d Division Guard) on the left 
near Karagatch. 

Fuad fought with his back to the mountains throughout the 
whole of this day, January 17th. In the morning he concen- 
trated his troops on the right in one final effort to drive back 
the Eussians in that quarter, and open his way to the Stanimaka 
road ; but his troops were repulsed, and, attacked in turn by the 
Eussians, they lost more of their artilery. About 3 p. m. 
Schilder-Schuldner’s troops moved forward to the attack in 
front of Tchiftlik, at the same time that Wilhelminof’s column 
advanced along the base of the mountains against the Turkish 
left flank at Markova. The Turks were incapable of further 
resistance, and, abandoning everything, they dispersed in small 
bands, climbing up the mountains through the snow. The 
Eussians followed them till nightfall, and then gave up the 
pursuit on account of the impracticable nature of the country 
and the dispersion of the enemy. 

The next day Gourko reassembled his troops in the vicinity 
of PMlippopolis, sending in pursuit of the enemy two cavalry 
columns: 1. The Oaueasian ' Brigade of' Oc^sacks,' which 
lowed Fuad’s detachment, cutting down more or less of the 
fugitives, and finally making its way through blind mountain 
paths to the other side of the mountains, and arriving at De- 
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motika (soulli of Adrianople) on the 27tli ; 2 . The cavalry of 
the Guard and a brigade of Don Cossacks, which followed 
Suleiman’s detachment through Stanimaka, and on the 19th 
captured 40 guns which were halted at a very steep hill under 
escort of five battalions of infantry, which the cavalry dispersed 
after a short engagement. 

The result of Qourko’s movement from Sophia to Philip- 
popolis was the destruction of Suleiman Pasha’s army of 50,000 
to 60,000 men. The Eussians captured 114 guns in all (96 of 
them ill open fight), about 2,000 prisoners, all the baggage, 
several thousand muskets, great quantities of ammunition, im- 
plements, etc., etc. The Turks lost in the series of engage- 
ments around Philippopolis very nearly 5,000 men, and retreated 
in scattered disorganized bands through the wild Ehodope 
Mountains, their numbers diminishing daily by desertions, 
freezing, starvation, etc. About the 28th of January this dis- 
organized force began to assemble on the shore of the JEgean 
near Enos, where a fleet of transports was in waiting for them 
under command of Manthorpe Bey, an ex-officer of the British 
navy. About 40,000 men were transported in this fleet to Gal- 
lipoli and Constantinople. Suleiman was placed in arrest and 
ordered for trial by court martial.^ 

Gourko’s losses between Sophia and Philippopolis were in 
all as follows : 

Officers. Men. 

Killed 1 220 

Wounded 34 989 

Total 41 1209 

"We have now followed the first two stages of Gourko’s 
movements during the winter, viz., from Orkhanie to Sophia, 
and from Sophia to Philippopolis. Direct communications 
were now opened with the Headquarters and the troops at 
Shipka ; and Gonrko’s army became simply the right wing of 
the advancing Eussian army, all the parts of which were within 
supporting distance. Before following this further advance, it 
is necessary to explain the passage of the Balkans by the other 
columns, wffiich had meanwhile taken place. 

* The sentence of the court martial which tried Suleiman was delivered in 
December, 18^8. It was complete degradation and confinement in a fortress for 
fifteen years., 
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CAPTURE OF THE TURKISH ARMY AT SHIPKA PASS, 

Gourko’s moTement over the Balkans by way of Sophia 
merely formed part, as already explained, of the general plan 
of advance determined upon just after the fall of Plevna. The 
other portions of this plan were the forcing of the Shipka Pass 
and the passage of a small force over the Trojan Pass. 

The latter column, under General Kartzoff, consisted only 
of two regiments of the 3d Division, reenforced by one battalion 
of the 3d Eifle Brigade and two regiments of Don Cossacks 
(24th and 30th). The Balkans in the vicinity of the Trojan 
hill are higher than at almost any other part of them, and 
there is nothing but rude wood-roads leading over the moun- 
tains. The Turks had two or three small redoubts, and per- 
haps 2,000 men defending these roads — about the same force 
as at Slatitza. On the 4th of January Kartzoff began the 
ascent of the mountains, taking only eight guns with him; 
but each of these was dismounted and placed on a sledge, 
and required twenty-four yoke of buffaloes, a company of in- 
fantry, and a sotnia of Cossacks to draw it up the mountain. 
His troops were divided into three detachments of about 9 
companies, or 1,500 men each. They reached the summit of 
the mountains on the afternoon of the 5th, and made a re- 
connaissance of the redoubt. The next two days were passed 
in reconnoitering a route on the east of the redoubt by which 
it could be turned, and in hauling at the artillery. On the 
7th the redoubt was bombarded iu front, while a colunn of 
infantry passed, around it on the east, and, descended the 
mountain in its rear ; at the same time another column of 
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infantry atticked' it in front. Tlie Tnrls fed and dispersed 
in the Little Balkans. The Knssian losses were less than 100 
men. 

Two days later the other portion of this Sd Dmsioiij which 
had crossed the Balkans with Gonrkoj and had subsequently 
been sent by Slatitza to rejoin Kartzoff’s commandj arrived at 
Slatitza. Finding the Turkish works there abandoned^ it moved 
on and Joined Kartzoff near Karlovo, and on the Mth the whole 
of the 3d Division moved down by the high-road toward Philip- 
popolis, and opened communication with the troops of Goiirkoj 
by whom it was directed along the roads north of the Maritza 
toward Haskioi. (See Plate 6.) 

SKypkcb. 

(See Plate 21.) 

At Shipka Pass, where the Enssians had now for over five 
months been defending with snch gallantry the positions cap- 
tured in the early part of the campaign, the passage was effected 
in a very brilliant manner. 

The arrival of (reneral Skobeleff with the 16th and 30th 
Divisions and the 3d and 4th Eifle Brigades at Gabrova, in the 
first days of January, placed a force of 74 battalions, or about 
56,000 infantry, besides artillery and cavalry, at Eadetzky’s 
disposition; but of these troops the 24th Division, which had 
arrived on the heights of Shipka during the latter part of No- 
vember to relieve for a short time the 14th Division, had in a 
subsequent snow-storm and cold snap lost a good many hundreds 
of men from freezing, and had in fact been wholly broken down 
by the cold. On the 25th of December this division had 6,013 
men unfit for duty from frost-bites and sickness brought on by 
the terrible exposure. It had to be withdrawn to Gabrova to 
refit, and was for the moment practically Ae mmlat The 
rest of his troops, however, were in good order. 

Eadetzky’s plan for forcing the passage was to divide Ms 
troops into three columns, one of which, under Lis own orders, 
waS' to remain in the works at. the summit of the pass, while the 
other two were to pass on either flank, cross the mountain,, and 
attack, the pass', from the rear , (south), simultaneously , with the 
attack from the north. Eadetzky’s detachment consisted of the 
Mth Infantry Division and the 35th Eegiment of the 9th Divi- 
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sion.' Tlie colmy.ii 61 the right, imder Skobeleff/coEsisted' of 
the 16th Division, the 3d Bifle Brigade (3 hattalions), Y Bul- 
garian battalions, the 9th Don Cossacks, 6 mountain guns, and 
6 4rpdrs. — ^in all, 22 battalions, 6 squadrons, and 12 guns ; it was 
to pass over the trail which leads from the village of Zelenodrevo 
to the top of the mountains (only about two miles and a half from 
the left flank of the Turks on the Bald lEountain), and thence 
descends to the village of ImetH in the Tundja valley ; here the 
detachment was to turn to the left and attack the works defend- 
ing the village of Shipka. The column of the left, under Prince 
Mmsky, consisted of the 33d, 34th, and 36th Regiments of the 
9th Division, the 30th Division, the 4th Rifle Brigade, one Bul- 
garian battalion, the 23d Don Cossack Regiment, 6 mountain 
guns, 8 4-pdrs.5 and 8 9-pdrs. — ^in all, 26 battalions, 6 squadrons, 
and 22 guns. It was to leave the village of Travna and follow 
the trail over the Selky hiU, debouching in the Tundja valley at 
the village of Gusevo, then turn to the right, and, joining hands 
with Skobeleff, attack the “works defending the village of 
Shipka. 

The movement was flxed to begin on the morning of the 
5th of January, and® it was calculated that the columns would 
arrive in the valley on the evening of the 7th, and attack on the 
morning of the 8th. 

In both columns the guns were unlimbered and arranged to 
be drawn on sledges ; but it was soon found impossible to get 
them up the mountain even in this manner, and they were all 
left behind except the little mountain guns, one battery of 
which was with each column. The snow on the paths which 
the columns had to follow was in many places tef feet deep. 

From Mount St. Nicholas, where Radetzky posted himself, 
the villages where the two columns were to debouch into the 
valley could be plainly seen. 

The two columns began their march on the 5th, Mirsky in 
the morning and Skobeleff in the evening, the former having 
to pass nearly twice the distance of the latter. ■ Mirsky met no 
opposition in the mountains, and on the 7th descended into the 
valley at Gusevo, driving the Turkish outposts away from that 
village, and sent one brigade of the 30th Division to occupy 
the village of Maglis, four miles east of Gusevo, to protect his 
left flank and rear. Skoheleff met with resistance in descend- 
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ing the moumtaiii on the Tth, the Turks h^ing hastily occupied 
a line of trenches on a ridge commanding the trail which Sko- 
heleff was following. In order to dislodge the Turks from this 
placGj he was considerably delayed, and was only able to occupy 
the village of Imetli with an advance guard on the 7th. 

On the morning of the 8th, the day calculated for the at- 
tacks, Eadetzky watched eagerly on Mount St. Nicholas for the 
appearance of the otlier two columns in the valley. About 10 
A. M. Mirsky^s troops were seen coming out of the mountains 
near Gusevo ; and deploying about noon, they moved forward to 
the attack in the direction of Shipka village. Skobeleff’s troops 
were not in sight, but a cannonade was heard in the mountains 
in his direction, where he was, in fact, still fighting with the 
Turks in the position half way down the slope. About noon 
also arrived a messenger from Skobeleff explaining the diflScnl- 
ties that he had met. Eadetzky sent word back to Mm to con- 
centrate his column in the valley and attack Shipka from the 
rear on the morning of the 9th, and if possible to open commu- 
nications with Mirsky, and attack in conjunction with him. He 
also informed Skobeleff that the 1st Cavalry Division had been 
sent over his trail to assist him, Mirsky meanwhile heard the 
cannonade off on his left, hut saw no Eiissiaii troops. Finally 
the cannonade died away, and still no troops were in sight. 
He was evidently in a bad position to attack alone, with Ms left 
flank out in the air ; but during the previous night he had re- 
ceived a precise order from Eadetzky to attack on this morning. 
He therefore moved forward with the 4th Rifle Brigade de- 
ployed as skirmishers, supported by the little mountain battery 
and the 33d Eegiment. In his second line were the 34th, 36th, 
and 117th Eegiments, The 120th remained with the baggage 
at Gusevo, and the 118th and 119th, which had occupied Maglis 
on his left flank the previous night, were ordered to move for- 
ward to' Kazanlyk. 

After a short hut hot fight Ms troops carried the villages of 
Janina and Hasldoi, But beyond HasMoiwas a small range of 
hills' stretching across the road, covered with several tiers of 
rifle-pits. Here Mirsky’s troops were brought to a halt by a 
very hot fire, and, the colonel of the 33d Eegiment being se- 
verely wounded about this time, the line began to waver. 

The 36th Eegiment was then sent forward to the support of 
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the 33d, wMch held'?;he right of the line, and the'-34th to the 
support of the Rifle Brigade, on its left. One battalion of the 
117th was sent off in the direction of Kazanlyk to guard the 
left flank, and only the other two battalions of the regiment r§- 
mained in reserve. The little mountain battery advanced to 
within about 700 yards of the Turkish position, and sent a 
lucky shot which exploded one of the Turkish caissons. The 
Russians then moved forward with a rush in spite of the fire of 
the Turks, and carried the line of trenches, capturing three 
guns and about 100 prisoners. 

They thus came in front of the last line of defense of the 
Turks, a series of redoubts on the hills just south of Shipka 
village ; but darkness was coming on, the troops were tii’ed out, 
and their ammunition was almost exhausted. It was impossible 
to try to can-y these redoubts that night. The Turks, however, 
passed to the attack, and rushed forward upon the Russians with 
considerable impetuosity, but were driven back by the deliberate 
volley-firing of the latter. 

Although Mirsky was informed early in the evening that 
the 118th and 119th Regiments had entered Kazanlyk without 
finding any enemy, yet his position was anything but comfort- 
able. His left flank was in the air, at his back was a high 
range of mountains over which it would be almost impossible 
to retreat, and in his front, only 200 yards off, was the enemy 
in a position which he felt he could not carry. He sent a re- 
port to Radetzky explaining his critical situation, stating that 
he had fought all day with superior numbers, had sustained 
very great losses, was nearly at the end of his ammunition, and 
unless he could be reenforced he must begin to retreat. Ra- 
detzky sent word back to him to hold on for another twenty- 
four hours ; that Skobeleff would come to his relief on his left 
flank ; and that he (Radetzky) would try to operate a diversion 
by attacking the Turks in front the next morning. The next 
morning, unfortunately, there was a tempest of wind, filling the 
air with blinding snow and a dense fog of particles o| frozen 
mist. Radetzky could see nothing of what was going on in the 
valley, but through the fog came the sounds of heavy artillery 
and infantry fire, indicating that the Turks had begun to attack 
Mirsky. Radetzky at once made his preparations for attack, in 
the hope of relieving the pressure on Mirsky. He sent for- 
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ward tlie 55'i3i and 66tli Eegiments and pirt of tlie ,35tli along 
the Mgh-road and on its right against the Turkish trenches in 
front of Mount St. Mcholas. The ground was extremely un- 
favorable for attack, and in the dense fog it was impossible to 
see what was going on at a distance of ten yards away. Still 
these troops, between noon and 2 p. m., carried the first two lines 
of Turkish trenches in open assault, but with enormous losses — 
over 1,700 men. Having gained these positions, the troops re- 
mained there, unable to advance, until news arrived from Sko- 
belelf during the afternoon announcing the surrender of the 
whole Turkish army. 

Meanwhile, in the vaUey the fog was not so dense. The 
Turks had early in the morning opened an attack on Mirsky’s 
right flank, but had not made any impression upon it. They 
then made an attack upon his left flank, without any better suc- 
cess. Mirsky then riposted with his left, and carried a second 
Turkish redoubt (capturing two guns in it), and also the village 
of Shipka. This cut oflf this portion of the Turks from the 
Kazanlyk road, but they still held a line of redoubts behind 
Shipka village. While Mirsky’s troops were halted in front of 
this and a lull had succeeded in the battle in their front, they 
heard loud cheering oflE on their left at the village of Shenovo. 
It was the attack of Skobeleff’s troops — ^the most brilliant assault 
of the whole war, deciding the day and the fate of the entire 
Turkish army of Shipka. 

Skobelefi’s column, as already remarked, had met with oppo- 
sition in descending the southern slope of the mountain, the 
Turks having hastily occupied on the 7th a ridge northeast of 
the village of Imetli, from which they took his line of march in 
flank. This completely stopped the march of his column late 
in the afternoon, and Skobeleff, arriving in person at its head, 
found the men lying down and receiving the fii’e of the enemy, 
but without replying to it. On asking an explanation, the men 
replied that it was of no use to fire, for their guns would not 
reach the position of the Turks — ^ahout 1,500 yards off across a 
ravine. While he was talking his chief of staff was very hadly 
wounded in the shoulder. Skobeleff immediately ordered up a 
company of the 63d Eegiment,, which he" had armed before 
leaving Plevna with the Peahody-Martini guns captured, from' 
the Turks., They had hardly opened fire before the Turks 
. 23 


,354 


THE CAMPAIGN IN BULGAEIA. 


ceased their fird*- mti retired beMnd the crest of their ridge* 
DarkuesSj however^ now- set in, and stopped the fighting. The 
Enssiaiis remained in their positions scattered along' the trail in^ 
the snow during the night. 

Early the next morning the two regiments in the lead, the 
63d and 64th, resumed their march, and by 9 a. m. had reached 
the village of Imetli, and found that the Turks had occupied a 
hill on the southeast of that village. The 64th Eegiment at- 
tacked this hill and drove them out. 

About 11 A. M. Skobeleff received word from the pickets 
left in observation on the top of the mountain that Mirsky’s 
detachment was moving forward to the attack of Shipka vil- 
lage, and the firing was also heard from that direction ; but 
Skobeleff did not credit the report, thinking that his men had 
mistaken a column of Turks for Eussians, and as for the firing, 
it seemed to come from the direction of Mount St. Mcholas. 
Moreover, in reply to his report that he could not get his men 
together in the valley in time to attack on the 8th, Skoheleff 
had received orders from Eadetzky to attack on the 9th, and 
fodtimly not to attack hefore all his men were assembled in the 
mlley. Having therefore no direct communication with Mirsky 
(who had only sent two sotnias of Cossacks to open communica- 
tion with him, and which had not penetrated beyond Kazanlyk), 
and having no cei^tain information that Mirsky was actually 
engaged, Skobelefi stuck strictly to his orders, and kept,his two 
regiments at Imetli until the rest of his troops could arrive. It 
thus happened that Mirsky had to sustain the fight of the 8th 
unsupported, as has already been described. 

During the afternoon the 61st Eegiment got down the 
mountain to Imetli, and then Skobeleff sent forw^ard the 63d 
and 64tli a short distance toward Shenovo. But all his troops 
not yet being over the mountains, they were not allowed to 
attack Shenovo. During the night the Eifie Brigade and the 
Bulgarian Legion were also assembled at Imetli, but word was 
received from the 62d Eegiment that they could not drag the 
artillery up the hill. Skobeleff sent word to them to leave the 
guns behind and 'march on during the night, so as to be at 
Imetli at all hazards in the morning. 

Before daylight on the 9th his troops at Imetli were under 
arms, but Skobeleff waited still for the 62d Eegiment. As it 
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‘began to delcend the moimtain so that bj^a^^sure of having it 
as a reservej about 10 a. m. Skobeleff sent forward a portion of 
the 63d Eegiment to clear the Turks out of a hill on their right 
flank (west of Shenovo), which threatened his left; this they 
accomplished with considerable loss. At the same time Skobeleff 
sent a portion of his' cavalry on his right, and they soon opened 
communication with^^Mirsky’s detachment. 

Everything being at last in readiness, Skobeleff fomied his 
troops for the assault of the Shenovo redoubts. In his first line 
were the 63d Eegiment and the Bulgarian Legion ; behind them 
the 61st and 64th and the Eifle Brigade. With all the bands 
playing, these troops moved forward to the assault without 
breaking their line or firing a shot. They lost heavily, even in 
the bands, but still they moved on, until, on nearing the re- 
doubts, they broke into a run with a wild hurrah and rushed at 
the Turkish works. There was then a little hesitation in the 
63d Eegiment, until its colonel arrived among the men in the 
very front line, and by his personal bravery carried the regi- 
ment forward with him. 

The Eussians entered the redoubts, and then suddenly the 
hurrahing and noise of the firing were succeeded by a painful, 
deadly silence, lasting for some minutes, during which a fierce 
hand-to-hand fight with the bayonet took place. The Eussians 
won, and six Turkish battalions lay down their arms in the 
redoubts, while the rest began fleeing toward Shipka. Just as 
Skobeleff was giving the orders for following them, arrived a 
Turkish officer seeking Skobeleff, and, in the name of Yessil 
Pasha, commanding the Turkish army at Shipka,, surrendered 
the whole force. Twelve thousand men laid down their arms 
at Shenovo, and Skobeleff, while sending report of this to 
Eadetzky, immediately set to work to disarm them, since the 
other half of the Turkish army was stiU in the positions on the 
mountains, and might refuse to obey the surrender of their chief, 
and, coming to the aid of that portion which was at Shipka 
village, might still make a very serious fight. It was not until 
midnight that this disarmament was - completed and Skobeleff 
troops were allowed to rest. 

/ 'The Turkish ar which thus surrendered numbered 41 
battalions, containing 36,000 men in all, of whom about 6,000 
were sick and wounded; and with it were captured 93 .guns 
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(ineluding 12 uforta^) and 10 flags. But the Itnssian losses 
•were not slight, being as follows : 



Officers. 

Men. 

Killed 

19 

, 1,103 

Wounded, , . 

116 

4,246 

Total 

135 

6,349 


Of this loss, 1,700 men were in Eadetzky’s, 1,500 in Skobeleff’s, 
and 2,100 in Mrsky’s detachment. Only 37 battalions, or about 
25,000 men, had been brought actually under fire ; so that the 
proportion of losses was about 22 per cent. 

The capture of this SMpka army surpasses in boldness and 
brilliancy the advance of Gom’ko over the Balkans at Araba- 
Konak. Although Eadetzky’s attack in front caused him ter- 
rible losses and apparently gained no result, yet without this it 
is possible that the Turks might have withdrawn from the 
mountains under cover of the fog, and, concentrating about 
SMpka village, have broken through between Mirsky and Sko- 
beleff, and escaped to the south; and, although Mirsky may be 
blamed for opening Ms attack before he had established com- 
munication with Skobeleff according to the plan of battle, yet 
it is possible that, had he remained idle at Gusevo during the 
8th, the Turks might have discovered Mm and begun to retreat 
Finally, Skobeleff’s energetic attack, as soon as he had got all 
his men together in the valley, was one of the most splendid 
assaults ever made, and renders more than doubtful the conclu- 
sion which has been hastily drawn from this war (from Plevna 
particularly), that successful assaults of earthworks defended by 
modem breech-loaders are impossible. 

The Turks seem to have relied, here as at Araba-Konak, 
upon their conviction that the intense cold, the deep snow, and 
the impassable nature of the mountains, except over the road 
w^hich they held, would render any such movements on the part 
of the Eiissians wholly impossible. Skobeleff^s detachment 
passed over the Karadja Mountain, which is separated from the 
Bald Mountain (the left flank of the Turkish position) by a 
valley (or saddle) less than 1,000 yards wide. One would have 
supposed that the Turks would have had a picket out on this 
'' Karadia; Mountain but such was not^ the ease., Skobeleff^s trail 
passed within two miles of the redoubt on the Woody Moun- 
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taiiij but lie %as not molested in any way '^n., Ms marcli. Tliat 
tlie Turks must have seen some portion of Ms men is probablej 
since wben SkobelefE’s advance guard approached Imetli on the 
^th they found it strongly occupied by the Turks ; but that the 
latter thought that the movement was anything more than a 
reconnaissance seems doubtful. The Russians had previously 
made reconnaissances in the same direction^ and it was owing to 
these reconnaissances that the Turks had some time before con- 
structed the line of redoubts facing southwest and southeast at 
Shenovo and Shipka villages. The trenches near Haskioi^ as 
well as those at Imetli, had been thrown up in the night after 
the Eussian movement was discovered. 

One of the remarkable features of this battle is the fact that 
Mirsky and Skobeleff both had to leave all their artillery behind 
(except the little mountain guns, which amounted to nothing), 
and that both of them carried the enemy’s works without any 
preparation of the attack by artillery.” 


CHAPTEE XII. 


THE AHVANCE TO COlsSTANTES'OPLE — KEMAEKS OlJf THE WIHTEE 

CAMPAIGN. 

(See Plates 2 and 6.) 

In the preceding chapters we ha7e seen that the whole 
Turkish defense of the Balkans had gone down with a crash ; 
one army of 36,000 men being captured in bulk at Shipka, and 
the other army of 50,000 men routed at Philippopolis and dis- 
persed over the mountains toward the ^gean. 

As soon as the news of the captni’e of Shipka reached the 
Grrand Bnke’s headquarters he hastened forward to G-abrova, 
and, after crossing the motmtains, established his headquarters 
at Kazanlyk. While the prisoners were being sent to the rear 
under guard of the 24th Division and the Bulgarian Legion, 
preparations were made for an immediate advance on Adria- 
nople, and orders to this eflEect were issued on the 13th of 
January,* viz. 2 

1. Might Wing^ under General Gourko, consisting of the 
Guard, IX. Corps, 3d Division, and a special cavalry detach- 
ment of 5,000 men under General Skobeleff, Sr., to advance on 
Adrianople in two columns, the left following the high-road in 
the valley of the Maritza, and the right crossing the spur of the 
mountains south of Haskioi, so as to arrive" at Demotika, on the 
south of Adrianople, and cut off the communications between 
the latter place and the sea. 

2. The Cmter^ consisting ■ (a) of an , advance guard under 
General Skobeleff, Jr,, containing the 16th' and 30th Divisions 
and the 3d and 4th Eifle Brigades, preceded (5) by the 1st Cav- 
alry Division, under General Stroukoff, and followed {e) by the. 
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Grenadier #orps under General Ganetz%. .Stronkoff was to 
leave Kazanlyk January IStlij send one regiment to occupy 
Teni-Zagra, and with the rest move forward with the greatest 
rapidity through Eski-Zagra to the railway junction and „the 
Maritza bridge at Trnova, and occupy this most important 
point. (At the date of this order the battle of Philippopolis 
had not yet been fought^ and it was still possible that Suleiman 
might be retreating on Adrianople or receive aid from that 
point.) Skobeleff was to follow Stroukoff as quickly as pos- 
sible, leaving Kazanlyk on the 15th, and after reaching Trnova 
to follow the Maritza directly to Adrianople. 

Ganetzky’s troops were to aid the artillery of the 16th and 
30th Divisions and the VIII. Corps, as well as their own, in 
crossing the Shipka Pass, and then to concentrate around Ka- 
zanlyk preparatory to following Skobeleff. They were in fact 
the reserve of the center. 

3. Left Wing^ YIII. Corps, under General Eadetzky, to ad- 
vance at once by Yeni-Zagra to Tamboli, and thence descend 
the valley of the Tundja to Adrianople, arriving on its north 
and east. The 8th Cavalry Division, which had been for some 
time detached in the army of the Cesarevitch, was to assemble 
at Tirnova, and, crossing by the Elena-Tvarditza pass, to rejoin 
its proper corps near Slivno. 

4. The XI. Corps, under General Dellinghausen, to be as- 
sembled near Tirnova, and cross by the Elena-Tvarditza ]3ass to 
Tamboli, and thence protect the left flank and rear of Eadetz- 
ky’s column ; and also to send reconnaissances along the base of 
the mountains to Aides, and there endeavor to join hands with 
the XIY. Corps under Zimmermann. One regiment of Ea- 
detzky’s corps to be left at Tamboli until the arrival of the 
XI. Corps. The 24th Division, as soon as it had returned from 
escorting the prisoners to the Danube, was to proceed to Yam- 
boli and form part of Dellinghausen’s detachment. 

5. The CesarevitcFs army, comprising all the troops north 
of the Balkans except those of General Zimmermann, to move 
forward ■ against Eustchuk, Eazgrad, and Osman-Bazar, to en- 
deavor to gain .possession of these latter places, and establish 
itself on the line of the Eustchuk-Yarna railroad. 

: 6. The Dobrudja detachment, of General Zimmermann to 
move forward and endeavor to gain possession of Bazardjik, cut 
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tlie raili’oad betw^een^liumla and Varna at Prayadjj and tlienee, 
try to open communications over the Derbend Pass with. Del- 
lingbansen at Aidos. ■ To cover his right flank Zimmermann 
was to detach a portion of his force to observe Silistria. 

Such were the orders of January 13th for the advance; but 
the armistice of January Slst, for which the Turks were already 
sningj was signed before the greater part of the troops had made 
much progress in their movements. The ^columns of Gonrko 
and Skobeleff, however, were moved forward with the greatest 
energy and celerity. The cavalry of the latter, nnder command 
of General Stronkoff, left Kazanlyk on the 13th and arrived in 
front of Trnova on the 14th. On the 15th he attacked the 
detachment guarding this village and the bridge, consisting of 
a battalion of infantry and about 5,000 armed inhabitants, dis- 
persed them, and gained possession of the bridge, the railway 
station, etc., and cut the wire and the track. He also captured 
six Krupp guns abandoned by the Turks in their flight. 

Skobeleff left Kazanlyk the same day (January 15th), and, 
pushing his men forward hy forced marches, 55 miles in 40 
hours, reached Trnova during the night of the 16th~17th. He 
immediately sent Stroukoff in advance down the valley of the 
Maritza as far as Hermanli, which was occupied after driving 
out some bashi-bozouks. On the 18th SkobeleS moved his in- 
fantry to Hermanli and his cavalry to Mustapha Pasha. On the 
19th he learned of the approach from Haskioi to Hermanli of 
an immense train of fugitives escorted by several battalions of 
Turkish infantry, and he therefore sent the 63d Regiment and 
the 11th Rifle Battalion to cut them off on the west of Her- 
manli. This detachment on its approach was attacked by the 
Turkish escort, as well as by the armed fugitives. A consider- 
able affair took place, causing a loss of over 50 men to the Rus- 
sians, and resulting in the defeat of the escort and their flight 
toward the mountains, followed by the able-bodied portion of 
the immense caravan (over 20,000 wagons, containing 200,000 
people), who left the old, the sick, and the babes to perish in the 
snow. The train was so many miles in length that the Russians 
could not guard it, and the greater part of it was plundered by 
the Bulgarians of the neighboring villages, who also massacred 
the helpless Turks who had not strength enough to flee to the 
mountains. 
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On tlie stoe day (January 19t]i) Strotil»off' *:was at Mnstaplia 
Pasliaj and in tlie ' evening received word by Bulgarian messen- 
gers from Adrianople that tlie wildest panic prevailed in that 
citjj and tliat tbe Turkisli troops bad abandoned it and retreated 
in tbe direction of Constantinople, after blowing up tbe powder 
magazines ; and that tbe Tnrkisb popnlation was also in flight 
from that city, and from all tbe snrrounding villages. At day- 
light on tbe 20tb Stronkoff moved forward with bis cavalry 
division, occupied Adrianople, restored order, and installed a 
temporary government. On tbe 22d Skobeleff entered Adriano- 
ple with bis inf antry, and immediately sent Stronkoff forward 
in the direction of Constantinople. 

Tbe ancient capital of Turkey and tbe second city in tbe 
empire thus fell without a blow. It was defended by a well- 
planned and extensive series of earthworks on tbe surrounding 
bills, wMcb, however, were not fully completed. Its garrison 
was about 10,000 men under command of Acbmed Eyoub 
Pasha. 

Meanwhile tbe right wing, under Gourko, bad remained at 
Pbilippopolis from tbe 18tb to tbe 21st of January, during 
which time tbe troops rested, partly repaired their clothing, and 
received a fresh supply of rations. On tbe 22d, leaving a bri- 
gade to occupy Pbilippopolis, Gourko began bis march toward 
Adrianople. That town having been occupied on tbe same day 
by tbe troops of Skobeleff (of which Gourko received news on 
the 23d), there was no necessity for Gourko’s troops to go to 
Demotika. They therefore simply continued their march by 
tbe high-road to Adrianople, and were all concentrated there by 
the 27th, Gourko hiinseK having entered on the 25th. The 
Grand Duke and his headquarters also arrived at Adrianople on 
the 26th. 

Negotiations were meanwhile going on for an armistice, but 
the Turks demurred to the terms, and all the preparations were 
therefore taken for marching forward at once upon Constan- 
tinople., For this purpose the. following dispositions' were 
made': ■ 

■ 1. The advance guard, under Skobeleff, to advance along 
the line of the raiboad, reconnoiter the line of Turkish defense 
at Buyuk-T.chekmedje, select its weakest point, and assault it 
with the utmost energy. 
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2. The rightrwii^, under Gourko, to advance to Eodosto on 
the sea-coastj whence it could he used against Gallipoli or Con- 
stantinople according to circumstances. The 3d Division to go 
to EnoSj at the mouth of the Maritza, and prevent any landing 
at that point. 

3. The left wing, under Eadetzky, to follow the northern 
road to Constantinople, starting from Kirk-Kilissa, where it had 
already arrived on the 26th. 

4. The Grenadier Corps, under Ganetzky, to remain in the 
vicinity of Adrianople as reserve until further developments. 

On the 31st of January this movement had so far progressed 
that Stroukoff, with the cavalry, forming the advance guard of 
Skoheleff’s column, was at Tchorlu, which place it had captured 
after a cavalry skirmish (the last shot of the war) on the 29th. 
Skoheleff with the bulk of his troops was at Lule-Bourgas (30 
miles in rear of Tchorlu), the 3d Division at Enos, Eadetzky at 
Kirk-Kilissa, and Gourko’s troops just moving out from Adria- 
nople. Late that night (January 31st) the Turkish commis- 
sioners signed the armistice, having received authority for that 
purpose from Constantinople. 

The terms of this instrument are somewhat remarkable, and 
show that the Turks at last despaired of receiving active assis- 
tance from England, without the hope of which they would 
never have undertaken the war, and had determined to throw 
themselves wholly upon the mercy of the Eussians. They ac- 
cepted definitely the preliminary conditions of peace, as fol- 
lows : 1. The erection of Bulgaria into an autonomous tribu- 
tary principality, with a national Christian Government and a 
native militia.” 2. The independence of Montenegro, with 
an increase of territory. 3. The independence of Eoiimania 
and Servia, with a territorial indemnity. 4. The introduc- 
tion of administrative reforms into Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

5. An indemnity in money to Eussia for the expenses of the 
war. 

The armistice then specified that the Turks should immedi- 
ately surrender the Danube fortresses of Widdin, Eustchuk, and 
Silistria, with the privilege of withdrawing their material of 
war, or selling it to the * Eussians ; they should also evacuate 
Belgradjik, Eazgrad, and Bazardjik. The fortifications of the 
line of Buynk-Tchekmedje (the last line of defense of Constant!- 
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iiople) should'^ be evacnated by the Turks, but uot occupied by 
the Russians ; tbe Turks sbould retire behind the line of Kuyuk- 
Tchekmedje,* and the Russians advance to tbe line of Tcbataldja, 
and tbe space between tbe two forces (about ten miles) sbould 
be a neutral zone. Tbe Russians sbould occupy tbe towns of 
Bourgas and Midia on tbe Black Sea coast, and have tbe privi- 
lege of revictualing their army through these harbors. Tbe 
Turks were to raise the blockade of the Black Sea ports. 

Tbe position of Buyuk-Tcbekmedje is as remarkable in nat- 
ural military strength as is Constantinople itself in geographical 
situation, Tbe peninsula (between the Black Sea and the Sea 
of Marmora) is here but twenty miles wide, and twelve miles 
of this space is occupied by broad lakes extending up inland 
from either shore. Of tbe remaining eight miles, at least half 
is filled with impassable or difficult swamps, and the remaining 
half with almost impenetrable thickets. Behind this line of 
lakes, swamps, marshes, and thickets, runs a continuous ridge 
from sea to sea, from 400 to 700 feet in height; and on this 
ridge the Turks had in process of construction not less than 
thirty large redoubts, besides outlying trenches and rifle-pits, 
the greater part of them concentrated in the center of the line, 
and disposed irregularly according to the nature of the ground 
in three lines. These redoubts were only half finished, but 
they still afforded complete protection for infantry ; they would 
have mounted about 150 siege-guns and as many more field- 
guns, and their proper garrison would have been 60,000 to 
75,000 men. With such a garrison — since the flanks of the line 
rested on the sea, and could not be turned or invested— these 
lines might fairly be called impregnable. The force actually in 
them consisted of about 30,000 men, made up of the wrecks of 
Suleiman’s army, which had been brought by sea from Enos, of 
Achmed Eyoub’s division, which had retreated from Adriano- 
ple, and of some reserves which had been at Oonstantinople 
during the war — ^the whole nnder command of Ghazi Moukhtar 
Pasha, who had lately returned from Asia, where he had lost 
his whole army, Tet such was the natural strength of this 
position, taking into account the .shortness of the line, which 

' * T!ie two Tillages of Bujuk- and Kuyuk-Tchekmedje are at the months of 
small streams emptying into the Sea of Marmora, and respectively 25 and 10 miles 
from Constantinople; 
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allowed the meiir^to within easy supporting distance of each 
other, that 30,000 men here constituted a more formidable 
adversary than 60,000 in the line of worts held by Osman at 
Plevna. But the armistice gave these away with astrote/of 
the pen to the Eussians. 

Meanwhile railway communication had been established 
along the Oonstantinople-Adrianople railroad, and negotiations 
were immediately opened at the latter place for the conclusion 
of a treaty of peace. SkobelejBPs whole column was concentra- 
ted in front of Tchataldja, on the line marking the “ neutral zone 
of the armistice; Grourko moved on to Tchorlu and Eodosto ; 
Eadetzky was just behind him and on his left flank ; Ganetzky’s 
Grenadiers were at Adrianople and Demotika ; Dellinghausen’s 
detachment went to occupy the Black Sea ports. On the north 
of the Balkans, Todleben (who had succeeded the Oesarevitch 
in his command, the latter having departed for Eussia upon 
the conclusion of the armistice) entered Eustchuk at the head 
of his troops on the 20th of February without having the 
trouble of besieging it, Zimmermann occupied Silistria and 
Bazardjik. 

But on the 12th of February the British fleet in the JSgean 
passed through the Dardanelles and proceeded toward Oonstan- 
tinople, the British Government alleging that this step was nec- 
essary to protect the lives and property of their subjects at 
Constantinople. The British Ambassador had asked, in accord- 
ance with the Treaty of Paris, the permission of the Porte for 
this proceeding, but had been refused; the British then availed 
themselves of a permission granted under other circumstances 
some months previously, and their fleet passed through the 
Straits without regard to the Treaty of Paris. The Turkish 
Government remonstrated, but did not support their remon- 
strance by force ; which was a prudent proceeding, since the four 
large ironclads (Alexandra, Devastation, Sultan, and AchiUes), 
forming the main strength of the British fleet, were quite strong 
enough to have lain alongside the Turkish batteries and deniol- 
ished them. 

As soon as news of this movement on the part of the English 
was received at St. Petersburg, the Emperor telegraphed to the 
Grand Duke Nicholas, authorizing him to enter Constantinople 
with a part of his troops ; and at the same time Prince Gortcha- 
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koffi address^ a note to tke Powers explaining to tkem tliat tte 
Eiissian troops entered Constantinople for tke same purpose 
that the British fleet arrived there, viz., the protection of the 
lives and property of the Christians inhabiting that city. It 
was however a fact, notorious to every one in Constantinople, 
that no disturbance either existed or was threatened there, and 
that life and propeity were then no more insecure in that city 
of religions fanatics than at any other time. 

Upon the receipt of this telegram the Grand Duke imme- 
diately opened negotiations with the Sultan for occupying peace- 
fully a portion of the environs of Constantinople with his troops ; 
and in a few days a verbal agreement (with memorandum) was 
made, by which the armistice of January Slst was so far modi- 
fied as to permit the Enssians to occupy the village of San 
Stefano, on the Sea of Marmora, about six miles from the walls 
of Constantinople, and also to station troops in certain villages 
on its left (north). 

The Tm'kish troops withdrew therefore to the immediate 
vicinity of Constantinople, and on the 23d of Pebruary the 
Grand Duke and Staff, accompanied by a regiment of Cossacks 
and his body-guard, left Adrianople by train and came down to 
San Stefano, where they arrived on the afternoon of the 24th. 
On the same day arrived the Preobrazhensky Eegiment of the 
Guard, which had marched down from Eodosto. More troops 
soon arrived, and during the month of March the headquarters 
of the 1st and 2d Divisions of the Guard were at San Stefano, 
of the 3d Division at Kuyuk-Tchekmedje. Skobeleff’s head- 
quarters were at St, George, twelve miles north of San Stefano, 
and Eadetzky’s at Tchataldja. 

At this time (the middle of March) there were but about 
30,000 Turks in front of the Eussian army, which could have 
entered Constantinople without any difficulty, from their posi- 
tions at San Stefano and St. George. Such was, however, far 
from being the case at the latter part of May, when the Turks 
had succeeded in assembling an army of 100,000 men, and in 
erecting a series of strong earth-works around the city, from 
Makiikioi, on, the Sea of Marmora, to the Belgrade forest, be- 
tween the Bosphoms and the Black Sea. 

■ On the 3d of March, at 6 p. m., was signed the Treaty of 
San Stefano, upon the basis of the terms of , peace above stated. 
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REMAKKS OH THE WIHTEB CAMPAIO-H. 

The Eiissian Campaign of 187^- 78, begun with the plan^ 
of crossing the Danube, masking the 'fortresses in the Quadri- 
lateral, crushing the Turkish force in the field, and marching 
OTer the Balkans to Adrianople, was brought to a sudden halt 
immediately after the first part of the plan— the crossing of the 
Danube— had been accomplished, by two causes : first, the total 
inadequacy of the forces with which the campaign was begun ; 
and, second, the opportune arrival of Osman Pasha’s army on 
the right flank of the invaders. Dntil this obstacle could be 
removed no further advance was possible, and therefore for five 
months the campaign was paralyzed, and no forward progress 
was made. 

I have endeavored in the preceding pages to narrate these 
circumstances as faithfully and accurately as possible ; and the 
mistakes which caused them — and which the Eussians most 
freely acknowledged — are patent to any one who examines the 
facts. The overweening confidence and contempt for their 
enemy which induced the Eussians to open the campaign with 
half the force which was found necessary to conclude it; the 
lack of practical experience at the beginning of the war, which 
resulted in such ignorant attacks, without reconnaissances, as that 
of Schilder-Schuldner at Plevna on July 20th; the dispersion of 
the army into detachments scattered over an enormous extent 
of territory ; the assault of intrenched camps with forces infe- 
rior to those of the defenders ; the lack of tactical ememlle in 
the assaults — ^these are some of the faults which characterized 
the first two stages of the war, and brought delay in the progress 
of the struggle, and death to many a brave, wdlling man. 

But once this obstacle of Plevna removed by the capture of 
Osman’s army, the whole character of the campaign changed ; 
and among the w^ars of this century, since those of the great 
l^apoleon, we will seek in vain an instance of a movement more 
bold in conception, more energetic in execution, more over- 
whelmingly successful in its results, than the passage of the 
Balkans during the succeeding winter ; and Eussia owes a last- 
ing debt of gratitude to the Grand Duke Mcholas, who deter- 
mined that there should le a winter campaign; to Generals 
Gourko, Eadetzky, and Skobeleff, who conducted it ; and, above 
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all, to tlie patience and willing endurance c^f tb.e Eiissian soldier, 
wMeli alone made it possible. 

Beginning witb tbe fall of Plevna on the lOtli of December, 
it ended with the conclusion of the Armistice of Adrianople on 
the 81st of January; and in these fifty-one days the Eussian 
armies had marched over 400 miles ; had crossed a lofty range 
of mountains, where the snow was from three to ten feet deep, 
and the temperature as low as —10® F. ; had fought three 
series of battles, lasting from two to four days each, and result- 
ing in the complete capture of one Turkish army of nearly 
40,000 men, and the dispersion of another of over 50,000; had 
captured 213 guns, and small arms, baggage, tents, and supplies 
of all kinds, including cartridges and rations by the millions ; 
and, finally, had been able to dictate such terms of peace to the 
conquered as to remove them permanently from the list of inie- 
pendent military nations. And this the Kussians had accom- 
plished with the loss of less than 20,000 men, of whom about 
half fell in battle, and the other half succumbed to the rigors of 
the season and climate. 

Even after all criticism has been made upon the faults of 
the Eussiaiis at the beginning of the war and around Plevna, 
still the campaign as a whole must be judged to be the equal in 
brilliancy and the solidity of its results of any in recent history. 

In the Franco-German War of 1870 — ^the military marvel 
of modern times — the Prussians were as superior in numbers to 
the French as were the Eussians at the close of this to the 
Turks, and the individual courage of the Turks is not surpassed 
by that of the French. By their skilKul operations the Germans 
shut up Bazaine in Metz, captured MacMahoii at Sedan (the 
counterparts of Plevna and Shipka), and then marched on Paris, 
the capital; which surrendered on the 28th of January, 1871, 
six months and nine days after the declaration of war. In the 
Eusso-Tmddsh Campaign the Armistice of Adrianople was signed 
on the 31st of January, nine months and seven days after the 
declaration of war. In both cases the conquered nation lay ab- 
solutely at the mercy of the conqueror. France, owing to her 
wonderful vitality; to her; resources both, in' agriculture and 
manufactures ; to the skill, frugality, and industry of the great 
mass of her people, has astonished the world by regaining in the 
course of a few years her position among the first nations of the 
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eaTtk Tiirkeyj^lia^g none of these resources/ and heing a 
heterogeneons collection of conflicting nationalities and creeds^ 
wMcli the dominant race has never been able — ^if it has attempted 
—to assimilate, and having her national vitality destroyed by the 
degeneracy of the ruling class, seems destined never to rise again ; 
but to be protected and propped up for a certain period by other 
nations having supposed interests in her maintenance, until this 
outside support shall have been proved wholly and incontestably 
to be ineffectual, when she will be succeeded by some other form 
of government for the countries now under her rule. As an 
independent Government, Turkey in Europe has ceased to exist, 
though the Sultan may yet live for many years on the European 
side of the Bosphorus. And this is the result of the campaign of 
1877 - 78 . 

Of other wars since the long peace, those of 184:8 and 1859 
are in no way remarkable in a military sense. The Crimean 
War was mainly a long siege — ^the most famous perhaps of 
authentic sieges — which certainly added little to the military 
fame of the assailants, though it resulted in political humiliation 
for a certain period to the nation of the defenders. 

In the Austrian war of 1866, one great battle sufficed to 
prove to the Austrians that their wisest course lay in making 
peace, and the short duration of the campaign prevents any 
comparison with those of 1870 and 1877- 78. 

Our own war from 1861 to 1865 is also difficult to compare 
with those in Europe, since the two combatants were of the 
same race, and their fighting qualities were so nearly equal, the 
theatre of war was so enormously extended and so difficult in 
general for military operations, and there were at the outset no 
trained armies of any magnitude. Such rapid and conclusive 
military movements as those in France and Turkey were there- 
fore not to he expected. Grant’s Yicksburg campaign will take 
its place in history alongside of Napoleon’s beautiful campaign 
of 1796, for its boldness and success ; Sherman’s Atlanta cam- 
paign and march to the sea, and the combined movements of 
Grant and Sherman in the spring of 1865, will always stand 
out as magnificent example^ of the skillful handling of large 
bodies of men ; while, on the other hand, Lee’s long defense 
of Richmond has placed his name for ever among the list of 
great soldiers. But it was a war of checkered successes and 
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reverses for »botli sides, and it was finisl^ed, not by one .bold; 
movement, but by the absolute crushing of the miKtary strength , 
of the weaker by the stronger party. 

It was the winter campaign of the Russians which destroyed 
the military strength of Turkey, and let us now turn to details 
and examine the means by which the Russians were able to 
overcome the difficulties which in this season usually bring 
military operations td a standstill. 

The great and preeminent cause of their success lay in 
the almost boundless patience and endurance of the Russian 
soldier. From the time the movement was well under way 
the men never saw their knapsacks, which remained north 
of the Balkans, till some time after the armistice. They 
marched and fought and slept in snow and ice, and forded 
rivers with the thermometer at zero. They had no blankets, 
and the frozen ground precluded all idea of tents; the half- 
worn-out shelter-tents which the men had used during the sum- 
mer were now cut up to tie around their boots, which were 
approaching dissolution ; and, although an effort was made to 
shelter the men in the huts in the villages, yet always at least 
half of them had to sleep out in the open air without shelter. 
Their clothing at night was the same as in the day, and it dif- 
fered from that of the summer only in the addition of an over- 
coat, woolen Jacket, and a ^^bashlik or woolen muffler for the 
head. Their food was a pound of hard bread and a pound and 
a half of tough stringy beef, driven along the road ; they were 
forced to carry six and even eight days’ rations on their backs 
(in addition to an extra supply of cartridges in their pockets) ; 
there was more than one instance where the men fought, and 
fought well, not only without breakfast, but mthout having 
tasted food in twenty-four hours. Yet, in face of these unusual 
privations and hardships, there was not a single case of insub- 
ordination ; the men were usually in good spirits, and the mim^ 
her of stragglers on the march was far less than during the heat 
of the preceding summer. 

The ordinary, and usually insurmountable, difficulties of a 
winter campaign may be classed under three heads' : 

1. The supply of food for men and animals ; 

2. The supply and transportation of material— ammunition, 
clothing, camp equipage, etc. ; 
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' 3. The sickness apd suffering among the men and animals. 

I will endeaTor to explain how all these were overcome or 
done away in the present instance. 

Mrst^ as to food. Northern Bulgaria was at the beginning 
of winter practically exhausted of its supplies of forage and 
breadstnffs beyond the immediate wants of its inhabitants. Of 
cattle and sheep, however, there was still a certain quantity 
available. These were bought by the various colonels from the 
regimental commissariat fund (^^soup money at whatever 
price they could bargain for ; but the maximum price was fixed 
at 20 roubles gold ($15.60) per head for cattle of a weight of 
300 to 350 lbs., and 1^ silver roubles ($1.10) per head for sheep 
weighing 30 to 40 lbs. If the peasants refused to sell for less, 
the colonels were authorized to take by force at these prices, 
which were from one quarter to one third greater than current 
prices before the war (many regiments in fact succeeded, espe- 
cially at first, in buying at much cheaper rates), and the cash 
was always paid down when the cattle were taken. This in- 
spired great coufidence among the peasants, and mstead of 
attempting to conceal their flocks and herds, they brought them 
to the Eussians for sale. Of hard bread and a certain kind of 
desiccated or “conserved” food for horses, a considerable sup- 
ply had been accumulated during the summer and autumn in 
the depot at Sistova. But the Danube bridges were aU either 
carried away in the storm of December 18th~-23d, or taken up 
on account of the ice, and there was then no communication 
across the river except by a few steam-tugs acting as ferry- 
boats. Early in January the river froze solid, and carts began 
to pass on the ice; but this was always more or less danger- 
ous, and it broke up in February. During the time of the 
active operations, therefore (December 16th to January 25th), 
it may be said that there was no communication across the 
Danube, and the oiily resource of the Eussians in the way of 
base of provisions was therefore the depot at Sistova. But 
from this they drew their hard bread only; for the rest they 
lived on the country and on the supplies captured from the 
Turks. By the celerity and boldness of their movements, war 
was in truth made to feed war. At Orkhanie was captured 
1,000 tons of rations, at Sophia 4,000 tons, at Kazanlyk 1,000 
tons. They consisted principally of flour, rice, barley, beans, 
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salt, oats, anS a small amount of coffee, i^gai^ Eard bread, and 
salt meat. But these articles were not portable, and they were 
enjoyed by the garrisons left behind to guard them; but the 
troops moving so rapidly in advance must have hard bread, 
and of this there was unfortunately but a small quantity in the 
Turkish depots, and it had to be brought, as just stated, from 
Sistova. For the other articles of the ration — such as tea, 
sugar, spirits of wine, vinegar, gruel, cabbage, etc.— the men 
simply had to do without them. The campaign was made 
on hard bread and the cattle driven along on the hoof — nothing 
more. Skobeleff’s men on the march between Adrianople and 
Tchataldja were for a part of the time without hard bread even ; 
they were only kept from starving by the extraordinary energy 
and administrative capacity shown by their young chief in 
organizing bakeries in every village along the line of his march, 
and making the peasants bake soft bread enough to last for a 
day or two days at a time ; thus tiding over the difficulty until 
the armistice brought his march to a halt and enabled him to 
take other measures. 

The country south of the Balkans, particularly the valleys 
of Sophia and of the Maritza, is most abundantly rich in cattle and 
sheep, grains and rough forage. The Turks had need of this 
up to the last moment for themselves, and then it was too late 
to destroy it thoroughly. They set fire to nearly every village 
on the line of their retreat ; but the houses and stacks were cov- 
ered with snow, and the Eussians were so close upon their heels 
that they arrived in time to put out the fires before they had 
made much progress. What would have happened had the 
Turks laid waste their country as the Eussians did theirs in 1812, 
is of course a mere matter of conjecture. The fact as it actually 
occurred is that the Eussians in 1877-^78 overcame the difficulty 
of food supply by drawing their hard bread from depots pre- 
viously accumulated on the southern bank of the Danube, and 
for the rest lived on the country and the supplies captured from 
the Turks. 

Secondly, as to material. All efforts to supply tents or cloth- 
ing were abandoned, if indeed they were ever contemplated. 
The men wore the same clothing which they had brought into 
the campaign and had worn all through the summer and autumn. 
Their knapsacks were all left behind with the. company wagons 
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on tlie nortH of i£ie Balkans, and in fact there was'^'not mneli in 
them. A little clothing was captured from the Turks at Or- 
khanie, but not more than enough for one or two regiments. 
The Turkish dead after every fight were stripped of their cloth- 
ing for immediate use, but this also afforded very little. "When- 
ever a day’s halt was made the men did what they could to 
patch up their clothing, but at the close of the campaign most 
of them presented a sorry appearance, with overcoats and trou- 
sers burnt by bivouac &es, and gaping boots wrapped up in 
gunny-sacks and pieces of canvas. 

Tor ammunition the artillery was able to take care of itself 
without other means of transport. The artillery park nearest 
the Danube received its ammunition (before the bridges were 
destroyed) from the railroad which was built up to Zimnitza ; 
it transported this to the next park, and so on until it reached 
the battery at the front. For Gourko’s column, for instance, 
there w^ere parks at Sistova, Gorni-Dubnik, Orkhanie, and So- 
phia. Moreover, the artillery was very numerous, its normal 
strength being 4 guns to 1,000 men ; and as the number of men 
was constantly diminishing, while the number of guns remained 
the same, it wus practically between 6 and 7 pieces to 1,000 men. 
This was more than necessary; and in Gourko’s column half 
the artillery w’^as left on the north of the Balkans, and did not 
rejoin the troops until long after they had reached San Stefano. 

Skobeleff and Mirsky, as we have seen, crossed the Balkans 
^ at Shipka without any artillery, and Skobeleff began his forward 
march “with only about 2 pieces for 1,000 men, leaving the rest 
to rej’oin him when it could. 

The infantry ammunition consisted of 48 rounds for the 
Krenk system, or 60 rounds for the Berdan, carried in two 
cartridge-boxes; in addition to this, the men carried about 
30 to 40 rounds in their pockets, and 100 rounds per man 
additional accompanied the troops on pack-horses. This gave 
nearly 200 rounds per man immediately disposable ; this was 
not all used. To provide against emergencies, however, several 
trains of intendance wagons loaded with cartridges w^ere on the 
road between Sistova and the Balkans, but the armistice came 
before they were needed. 

Many millions of cartridges were captured from the Turks, 
but they wore of caliber *45 (Peabody-Martini), whereas the 
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Eussian Berilaii was caliber *42 and the Krf^nk caliber *60. They 
were therefore of no use. Skobeleff got permission on the fall 
of Plevna to arm one of his regiments with captured Peabody- 
Martini gnns, but there was no time in the midst of the cam- 
paign to make any extensive changes of armament of that 
nature^ and it would have been imprudent, at least, to count 
upon the capture of Turkish ammunition as a certainty. 

Lastly^ as to the health of the men and horses. Gonrko 
lost abont 2,000 men, hors de comhat from freezing, during the 
storm of December 18th“23d, before his movement began. 
During the movement Dandeville’s column lost about 1,000 
more. At Shipka the 24th Division lost over 6,000 men (80 
per cent, of its strength) during the same storm, and was for 
the moment completely disorganized and useless. After the 
march was fairly begun there were several hundreds more or 
less who gave way under the cold or were frozen, but the num- 
ber was not very great — ^not so much greater than the sunstroke 
and diarrhoea cases in the terrible heat of summer, as to be par- 
ticularly noticeable. Once well in the valley of the Maiitza, 
the climate was not so severe, though still cold enough and 
accompanied with plenty of snow. But for the moment there 
was not much sickness. In this march, however, bad food and 
the lack of change of clothing laid the seeds of the typhus and 
typhoid fevers which broke out at San Stefano in the following 
month of May, with such terrible malignity that at one time 
50,000 men, 45 per cent, of the whole force stationed there- 
about, were in the hospitals. 

As for the animals, the cavalry, being always in advance, 
found plenty of forage, and managed to keep in pretty fair con- 
dition ; but the artillery horses, than which I never saw a finer 
looking lot of animals as they passed in review at Gorni-Studen 
in October, were a sad-looking lot of skeletons when they arrived 
at San Stefano the next February, even although only the best 
horses had been selected for the march, the rest having been left 
with the guns which remained north of the Balkans. Their 
march had been a very hard one, the roads being almost every- 
where covered with smooth ice, on which they fell and hurt 
themselves a great deal; being always with the infantry, they 
nearly always found the , forage in the various villages eaten up 
by the cavalry which had preceded them ; and it was suspected 
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tHat no small po3;J:io]D,;of their desiccated food had found its way 
into the mouths of the hungry gunners. All the baggage-wag- 
ons were left behind the BalkanSj the officers’ baggage in very 
limited quantities being taken along on a few pack-horses. The 
men had no baggage except what they could stow away in the 
pockets of their overcoats; their rations they carried on their 
backs. 

The only vehicles which kept up with the troops were a few 
hospital ambulances, in which the wounded of each affair were 
carried to the nearest village and left there until they could be 
collected by the sanitary department and transported in country 
carts to the large hospitals at Sophia, PhiKppopolis, Adrianoplei 
Eazanlyk, etc. 

In brief, then, it may be said that the natui'al difficulties of 
a winter campaign were overcome by the extraordinary patience 
and physical endurance of the men, by the untiring energy of 
their commanders, Gourko and Skobeleff, and by the fact that 
all impedimenta were left behind; and that, in sj)ite of the 
inclement season, the men were deprived of everything but the 
very minimum of food necessary for life, and of arms and 
ammunition for warfare. 



PART III. 


THE OAMPAIGH IN AEMEHIA. 



THE OAMPAIGH IH ARMENIA. 


CHAPTER I. 

PEOaEESS OF THE CIMPAIOH FEOM THE DECLAEATION OF WAE 
TO THE BATTLE OF ALADJA DAGH, OCTOBER 15, 1S11. 

The topography of the theatre of war in Asia Minor is of 
the most complicated nature. (See Plate 3.) The Armenian 
plateau, of which Erzeronm may be considered the center, is at 
an altitude of 6,000 feet and more ahoye the sea ; on the north- 
west and northeast it terminates somewhat abruptly in the Black 
Sea and the Georgian valley south of the Caucasus range ; on 
the east it stretches away through Persia, and ends abruptly in 
the Caspian ; to the southeast it sends off a long spur of moun- 
tains which stop only at the Indus ; on its southern side are the 
wide plains of Mesopotamia and the valleys of the Tigris and 
Euphrates; west of it are the confused mountains of Asia 
Minor. 

This plateau is drained to the Caspian by the Araxes, to the 
Black Sea by the J oruk, to the Persian Gulf by the Tigris and 
Euphrates. The head waters of the first two of these streams 
and of the two arms of the Euphrates are interlocked in the 
region about Erzeroum; they are separated by parallel chains 
running northeast and southwest, and attaining an altitude 
of between 9,000 and 10,000 feet above the sea. In addition to 
these mountain ranges there are peaks, such as Mount Ararat, 
16,000 feet above sea, and minor ranges and groups of moun- 
tains, rising from 4,000 to 6,000 feet above the plateau; so that 
the whole country is a mass of mountains and gorges with only 
here and there an inclosed valley of 100 to 200 square miles of 
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cultivable ground. principal of these valleys are those of 
Erzingan, Erzeronnij Kars, Bayazid, and Museh. 

The capital of Armenia is Erzeronmj and from here radiate 
all its principal routes of travel. These consist of one macada- 
mized high-road, or chanssee, 185 miles long, from Erzeronin to 
Trebizond, on the Black Sea ; and of more or less passable roads 
to Ardahan, to Kars, to Bayazid (the prii^cipal caravan road to 
Persia), to Van, to Bitlis (in the direction of Mesopotamia), and 
to Erzingan (on the west). There is also a common road from 
Batonm on the Black Sea to Ardahan, and a chaussee in process 
of construction to replace the old road. The ordinary means of 
transportation throughout the country are pack animals, with an 
occasional variety of ox-carts ; the whole mlayet or province of 
Erzeroiim counts but 600,000 inhabitants, and the want of good 
roads is not much felt ; Erzeroum has about 60,000 inhabitants, 
Kars 30,000 ; there are half a dozen other towns containing 
perhaps 10,000 inhabitants each; the rest of the population 
lives in small villages, and no inconsiderable portion of it is 
made up of the Kurds and other mounted vagabonds and 
brigands. 

The Eussian frontier (as it existed in 1877) begins on the 
Black Sea between Poti and Batoum, and runs along the moun- 
tains in a southeast direction for about 150 miles until it reaches 
the Arpa Tchai (Arpa river), follows this for 100 miles until it 
empties into the Araxes, crosses this stream, and then runs east 
for another 100 miles to Mount Ararat, the corner-stone of the 
boundaries of Eussia, Turkey, and Persia. 

For the defense of this frontier the Turks had in 1877 four 
fortresses, Batoum, Ardahan, Kars, and Bayazid. The last, 
lying in the valley south of Mount Ararat, and separated from 
Eussia by a high range of mountains, was in a very poor state of 
defense; the three former, however, had in the twenty years 
following the Crimean War been strengthened and extended 
under the direction of foreign engineers, and were formidable 
places ; they consisted each of a stone citadel and a series of 
eight to twelve detached forts, partly in masonry and partly in 
earth. Kars mounted about 300 guns, and Ardahan 100. 

The principal fortress on the Eussian side was at Alexandro- 
pol (formerly Gumri), where the road from Tiflis to Erzeroum 
crosses the Arpa Tchai. \From Alexandropol to Kars there are 
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three roads ^in the Kars valley, and tha distance is about 45 
miles. From Kars to Erzeronm the distance is abont 170 miles ; 
the road follows the Kars Eiver to its source, crosses a range of 
mountains known as the Soganli, descends into the valley of the 
Araxes, follows up this stream for some distance, crosses another 
range called the Deve Bojnim, and descends into the Erzeronm 
valley. In the valley of the Araxes this road is joined by the 
road from Bayazid, which lies on a branch of the Araxes, be^ 
yoiid the head of the eastern branch of the Enphrates; the 
distance from Bayazid to Erzeronm is abont 200 miles. 

Midway between Alexandropol and the Black Sea, the Eus- 
sians had another fortress at the town of Akhaltsik ; from it to 
Ardahan is a distance of 70 miles by the road; thence there is 
a road to the sonthward, winding over mountains and valleys, 
bnt parallel in its general course to the Kars Erzeronm road, and 
reaching after a distance of 120 miles the partially fortified 
town of Olti, whence one road leads to Erzeronm and the other 
to Baibnrt, midway between Erzeronm and Trebizond. 

During the autumn of 1876 and the succeeding winter the 
Eussian troops in the Caucasus had been mobilized for war, 
under the orders of the Grand Duke Michael (eldest brother of 
the Emperor), Lord Lieutenant of the Caucasus. The plan of 
invasion was to advance in four columns, viz. : 

1. The Rion which was to guard the Black 

Sea coast and endeavor to take Batoum ; 

2. The Ahhaltsih which was to advance against 

Ardahan ; 

8. Alexandropol Detaohmentj which was to advance 
against Kars ; 

4:. The Erwam. Retachment^ which was to advance against 
Bayazid, 

Judging from the course of the campaign, their further 
plan was to gain possession of Ardahan and Bayazid, invest 
Kars, and with detachments Kos. 2 and 4 and a part of Ko. 3 
to advance on converging roads toward Erzeronm. From the 
nature of the country, the Eion Detachment wasLrom the very 
firstwhollyindependentof-theothers. 

. : ■ : These various detachments were made up from five infantry 
divisions, a rifle brigade, and, a horde of Cossacks, distributed as 
.follows: 
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Battal- 

ions. 

Foot- 

guns. 

Squad- 

rons. 

Horse- 

guns. 

4l8t Infantry Division 

16 

48 



19tli Infantry Division ('Jd Brigade), ... 

8 

24 



Caucasian Rifle Brigade ( part) ..... 

2 



.. i 

2d Regiment Kukan Cossacks. 



6 t 


Regiment Kutais Cossacks.. 



6f 


Total......'. 

26 

T2 

12 

12 

39th Infantry Division 

16 

48 1 



Regiment Kuban Cossacks 





Regiment Terek Cossacks 





Total 

16 

48 

10 

54 

4th (Caucasian) Grenadier Division 

16 

48 1 

.. 


19th Infantry Division (1st Brigade)., . . 

8 

24 ! 



Division Caucasian Dragoons 



i6 

i2 

Division Caucasian Cossacks 



22 

12 

Regiment Daghestan Cossacks 



6 


2 regiments Volga Cossacks 



8 1 

*6 

Total 

24 

72 

52 

80 

88th Infantry Division 

16 

43 



8 regiments Kuban Cossacks 



is 

*6 

Total 

16 

43 

18 

6 i 

Grand total 

82 

192 

92 

102 1 


h 


Eion DetachmeBt, Lieu- 
tenant-General Oklobjio, 


Akhaltsyk Betackment, 
Lieutenant - General 
JDmel. 


Alexandropol Detaeliment, 
Lieutenant - General 
LoriS'Melikqf, 


Erivan Betacliment, Lieu- 
tenant-General Tm'gu- 
kassqf. 


A sapper battalion accompanied each column ; and there was 
in the Caucasus a siege train of 336 gunSj of various calibres, of 
which one half was mobilized. 

Omitting the Rion Detachment, which had no connection 
with the main columns, the force with which the Russians 
began operations in Armenia was about 55,000 infantry, 10,000 
cavalry, and 210 field-guns of all kinds. 

The Turkish forces in Armenia at the outbreak of the war, 
under command of Moukhtar Pasha, numbered in all something 
over 70,000 men and 108 field-guns, distributed as follows 


Batoum ....... 

Ardahan 

Kars 

Erzeroum 

At other points 


Battalions. 


10 

U 

11 

12 


Men. 

20,000 

^ 7,500 

25,600 

8,260 

9,000 


Total, 


"70,260 


* The mimbei'S of battalions and guns here given are taken from p. 4 of “The 
Arineman Campaign,” by Charles Williams, correspondent of “ The Standard,” who 
states that they were taken from a report made by the British Military Agent (Gen- 
eral Kemba,l!) in April, 1877. I have taken the battalions as having an average 
strength of 750 men. Mr. Williams thinks their strength was much less. On the 
other hand, the correspondent of the ** Daily News ” at Moukhtar’s headquarters 
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He waSj' lioweyerj lamentably deficient In cavalry^ Laving 
less tban 1^000 organized troops. 

On tbe 24:tb of April the troops of all four of tlie Eussian 
columns crossed tbe frontier. 

Loris-Melikoff’s column advanced along tbe Kars roadj cap- 
turing some Turkish pickets numbering in all about a biindred 
men ; bis cavalry re^ cbed that evening the Kars Eiver, and on 
their approach the Turkish detachment of 5,000 or 6,000 men 
posted behind that stream retired to Kars. Loris-Melikoff con- 
tinued his march, and on the 28th established himself about 10 
miles northwest of Kars, at the village of Zaim, on the mad to 
Ardahan, thus cutting off all communication between those two 
places. (See Plate 2k) 

On the same day Moukhtar Pasha took 5,000 men and fell 
back to the Soganli range, 40 miles from Kars, on the road to 
Erzeroum. He left 15,000 men or more as a garrison for Kars. 
Loris-Melikoff then began a series of reconnaissances of the forts 
of Kars on all sides, and at the same time sent strong columns 
of cavalry to the south as far as Kagisman, which they occupied 
without resistance, and thence west to the road in rear of Kars, 
along which they destroyed the telegraph for a long distance. 
Moukhtar Pasha, supposing the Eussian forces to be very much 
greater than they really were, fell back to Zevin. 

On the 8th of May, in one of the reconnaissances on the west 
of Kars, the Cossacks captured a Turldsh messenger making his 
way along a by-road to Kars. Prom the dispatches captured 
on his person Loris Melikoff learned the weak condition of the 
garrison of Ardahan, and Immediately resolved to detach a por- 
tion of his force from before Kars to proceed to Ardahan, 
and make an attack upon that place in conjunction with the 
column marching from Akhaltsik. This latter column had 
arrived in front of Ardahan on the 28th of April, and on the 1st 
of May had established communication by its Cossacks with the 
troops in front of Kars; the distance between the two places is 
45 miles. It had since been engaged in reconnoitering the de- 
fenses of Ardahan, and in bringing up siege-guns, mortars, etc. 

■ The roads were in ■ a terrible condition ; the winter was not yet 



states in one of his letters that that Pasha told him he had at the beginning of the 
campaign 52,000 men under his orders, exclusive of the garrison of Batoiim. 
(“ Daily News Gorrespondeiice,’’ Toi. I., pp. 102, 348.) 
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overj snow and rajn sir^rms succeeded each, otherj ahd the road 
between Ahhaltsik and Ardahan, over which the siege material 
had to be brought, passed over an ascent of 7,000 feet. The 
difficulties of this colnmn were not slight. 

The troops detached from the camp in front of Ears to 
march to Ardahan, consisting of the 13th and 15th Grenadiers, 
24 guns, a regiment of Dragoons, and 8 sotnias of Cossacks— 
about 8,000 men in all, under the orders of Lieutenant-General 
Heimann— left Zaim on the 10th of May, and arrived in front of 
Ardahan on the 13th. Loris-Melikoff arrived in person on the 
same day, and on the 14th made a reconnaissance of the place, 
and gave the necessary orders for the attack. It was found that 
the town was surrounded with six casemated works of strong 
profile, and armed with heavy guns, but all of them commanded 
from heights two to three miles distant. Of these heights the 
two most important, called Gheliaverde and Kamazan, were 
occupied, and fortified with strong works. Gheliaverde was on 
the east, Eamazan on the west of the town; they were some 
miles apart, and were separated by the Kour Eiver, on which the 
town is situated. Eamazan was the more difficult and inacces- 
sible of the two, but its fortifications were so constructed that 
they could only be used against the west. General Heimann’s 
troops were ordered to threaten the town on the south and bom- 
bard the heights of Gheliaverde, while those of General Bevel 
were to assault these heights in front, i. e., from the east. 

On the 15th the siege artillery arrived, and during the night 
batteries were constructed, and the guns and mortars brought 
into position. On the morning of the 16th the bombardment 
was opened with 40 guns against the Gheliaverde height, besides 
other batteries directed against the town and its defenses. The 
artillery appears to have been very well directed, and to have 
done great damage. It not only seriously injured the fortifica- 
tions upon this hill, but inflicted great losses upon the defenders. 
Meanwhile the troops of General Devel (153d and 156th Eegi- 
ments) were cHmbing the hill of Gheliaverde on its eastern face, 
exposed to the fire of the Turks on the hill, and covered by the 
fire of their own batteries in rear as well as by those of General 
Heimann on their left flank. They reached the top of the hill 
about 10 o’clock, and immediately drove the Turks hack to the 
fort (called Emir Ogli), about 600 paces in rear, and separated 
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■from them' hj a deep ravine. After giving his troops a little 
restj <xeneral Devel sent them forward fo the attack of this 
workj which they finally carried, about 1 p. m.. It contained 10 
gunSj besides great quantities of ammunition and stores. 

The position thus acquired gave the Eussians a foothold from 
which to conduct their further operations, and they worked all 
that night and part of ■ the next day in getting their guns into 
position ; the bombardment did not begin until 3 p. m. on the 
17th. It had been intended to continue the hombardmeut dur- 
ing the 17th and 18th, hut the effect of the artillery was so de- 
structive upon the enemy’s works and upon the enemy himself, 
who was seen to he withdrawing a portion of his men, that Loris- 
Melikoff determined to assault that same afternoon (17th) in 
spite of the lateness of the hour. The attack was made at 6 
o’clock by the 13th and 16th Grenadiers and the 153d Eegiment, 
advancing against the works on the southeast of the town. The 
Turks did not wait to receive them, but abandoned these works, 
fled through the town, and dispersed in the mountains to the 
west. They were pursued until after dark by the Cossacks. 
Fort Eamazan was not defended by them at all. The Eussians 
occupied the whole place by 9 o’clock in the evening. Their 
losses were 4 officers and 114: men on the 16th, and 11 officers 
and 410 men on the 17th, or a total loss of less than 550 men. 
They captured about 1,000 prisoners, 92 guns (two of which 
were S-iuch, five 6-inch, and the majority of the rest 4-inch 
Krupp siege-guns), and great quantities of ammunition and 
stores. There were 1,750 Turkish bodies buried by the Eus- 
sians, and the total Turkish losses were estimated at 3,000. 
About half the garrison, therefore, were killed, wounded, or 
taken prisoners, and the other half escaped into the mountains 
and disbanded. The losses of the Turks were occasioned almost 
wholly by the Eussian artillery, which seems to have been ad- 
mirably served. 

Leaving a small garrison in Ardahan, Loiis-Melikoff sent a 
detachment in the direction of Olti, and with General Heimann’s 
detachment returned to the vicinity of Kars, arriving there on 
the 25th of May. Olti was occupied without opposition on the 
1st of June, the Tui’kish garrison retiring to Erzeroum. ■ . . 

Meanwhile the Erivan column, under General Tergukassoff, 
had crossed the frontier on the 27th of April, and, although de- 
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layed somewhat by the difficulties of the road^ had amved in 
front of Bayazid'oii the 30th. The Turkish garrison^ number- 
ing only 2j000 men, fled at their approach, and dispersed in the 
Ala Mountains on the south of the town. Leaying a garrison of 
between 2,000 and 3,000 men in Bayazid, Tergnkassoff took up 
his march (May 8th) to the west, and, descending the valley of 
the Euphrates, arrived at the village of Kara-Kilissa, from which 
a detachment of some 3,000 or 4,000 Turks retreated on his 
approach. On the 10th of May Tergnkassoff occupied the town 
of Alashkert, and advanced westward to the town of Daiar, only 
15 miles from the junction of the Bayazid and Kars roads ; but 
here he was obliged to come to a halt in face of large bodies of 
Turkish troops. He was also considerably worried about his 
rear, as he received information that the troops which had evacu- 
ated Bayazid had reformed in the Ala Mountains and the region 
of Lake Van, just south of them, and were collecting a large 
force of Kurds with whom they intended to attack Bayazid from 
the south. Tergnkassoff detached a small portion of his troops 
to return and make reconnaissances to establish the truth of this 
report, and with the rest of his troops remained at Daiar, where 
he was attacked on the 21st of June by the Turks, but held his 
ground, with a loss of over 400 men. 

Loris-Melikoff, having returned to the vicinity of Kars on 
the 25th of May, immediately began establishing siege batteries 
on the north, west, and east of the place (about 60 guns and 
mortars were established by the 25th of June), and at the same 
time sent his cavalry on both sides of Kars to the south to en- 
deavor to establish communications with Tergukassoff’s column 
and to reconnoiter the position of Moukhtar Pasha at Zevin. 
On the 15th of June the Turks made a sortie on the northwest^ 
of Kars, but were repulsed by the Grenadiers under General 
Heimann. They left 200 dead on the field, and the Eussian 
losses were about 150 men in all. 

Meanwhile the bombardment of Kars continued, with shght 
losses on both sides. 

During the latter part of June Loris-Melikoff, leaving in 
front of Kars a portion of the Ardahan column and of the 19th 
Division, advanced west bf Kars with the Grenadier Division 
under General Heimann to the Erzeroum road, and thence along 
that road over the Soganli range to the position of Moukhtar 
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Pasha ai;, Z^Vin. The latter had here SSibattalions (say ISjOOO 
men); in a good position, selected in advance and well fortified* 
On the 25th of June Heimann assaulted this position, but met 
with a complete repulse and the loss of 900 men. 

Meanwhile the little garrison of Bayazid had in fact been 
completely surrounded by about 10,000 infantry and a horde of 
Kurds (said to have numbered over 20,000 men). On the IStli 
of June the Turkish troops under Faik Pasha and the Kurds 
entered the town, massacred the greater part of the population, 
and set fire to the houses. The Russian troops, too feeble in 
numbers to prevent this massacre, shut themselves up in the 
citadel and sustained a siege, refusing to surrender, since they 
knew that if they did so the same fate awaited them as had 
overtaken the inhabitants of the town. The besiegers had a 
certain amount of artillery, with which they bombarded the 
citadel and pretty well knocked it to pieces ; but whenever they 
attempted an assault, the Russians defended themselves with 
such desperation that they were driven back. 

Learning this state of affairs, it became absolutely necessary 
for Tergukassoff to return to the relief of Bayazid ; and as it 
was impossible for his column and that of Heimann to unite 
and overcome Moukhtar in his position at Zevin, it was also 
necessary for Heimann to retreat to the neighborhood of Kars, 
The two Russian columns therefore returned on divergent roads, 
Heimann to Kars, and Tergukassoff tlirough Alaslikert, and 
across the Russian frontier to Igdyr, whence he had begun his 
movement in advance six weeks before. Reorganizing his troops 
here, and disembarrassing himself of a large number of refugees 
who had accompanied his retreat, Tergukassoff then moved 
rapidly by the same road as before from Igdyr to Bayazid, at- 
tacked the besieging forces, who made very little resistance — the 
brigands of Kurds in particular scattering in all directions on 
his approach — and on the 10th of July relieved the little garri- 
son of 1,600 men, which had sustained a siege of twenty-three 
days, marked by very great hardship and suffering. They had 
for several days been living on dead horses and a few spoonfuls 
of water per day ; during the siege they had lost about 500 men 
in killed and wounded. After destroying what remained of the 
citadel, Tergukassoff returned with his troops across the frontier 
to Igdyr. The Turkish force under Ismail Pasha, which had 
25 
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been following Thrgirkassoff during Ms retreat^ molded so slowly 
as to arrive at Bayazid too late, to .prevent tbe relief of the 
garrison. 

Of tbe Mon detachment, charged with the defense of the 
coast and the capture if possible of Batoiim, we need only say 
that it had made no farther progress than the town of Tchik- 
hidsiri, situated on the coast about four miles south of the fron- 
tier, and in arriving thus far had lost about 300 men in various 
combats. ► Here they attacked on the 23d of June the intrenched 
camp of about 4,000 Turks under Dervish Pasha, but were re- 
pulsed with a loss of 500 men. They saw that they were not 
strong enough to carry this position, and it was impossible to 
turn it, for there was an inaccessible range of mountains on one 
side and the Black Sea on the other, and in the latter were two 
or three Turkish ironclads which shelled their flank. Their re- 
treat was necessitated partly by these causes, and partly because 
the Turkish fleet had been bombarding various villages along 
the coast for a distance of 60 or 70 miles from Poti, and had 
also landed a force of 1,000 or more Tcherkesses, who had 
penetrated into the coast districts of Abkhasia and stirred up 
revolt among the mountain tribes of that locality. The Eion 
detachment therefore retreated across the frontier into the val- 
ley, and was occupied for some months in watching the coast 
against possible further landings of Turks, and in putting down 
the insurrections. Before they were able to resume the offensive 
in proper force, winter had set in ; and, in short, Batoum was 
still in the hands of the Turks when the armistice of January 
31st was concluded. It is not necessary, therefore, to refer any 
more to the Eion detachment; it had no influence whatever 
upon the campaign. 

We thus see that at the beginning of July the offensive 
campaign of the Eussians in Armenia had come to a halt, and 
for the same reason as in Bulgaria, i. e., lack of sufficient troops. 
Monkhtar Pasha had conducted his operations very prudently 
and very successfully. He had about 42,000 men at Ms dis- 
posal, but having no cavalry to keep Mm posted about the 
enemy, he believed their forces to be what they were repre- 
sented to be in the newspapers, i e., 100,000, whereas in truth 
they were but very little superior to Ms own. Leaving a small 
garrison in Kars, he kept the bulk of Ms troops near the June- 
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tion of the Toads from Kars' and Bayazid, i^^evented the two 
Eiissian . colnmnB which were advancing on these roads , from 
nnitingj selected a good position (Zevin) for defense^ and invited 
an attack there — which the Enssians made on the 25th of June, 
Meeting with a total repulse, the latter were obliged to retreat, 
to raise the siege of Kars, if it could be called a siege, and to 
retire to the line of the Kars Eiver (ten miles in front of Alex- 
andropol), where they arrived about the middle of July. Arda- 
han was still in their possession, but otherwise the Enssians 
were just where they were at the declaration of war, and minus 
about 10,000 men. 

Moukhtar meanwhile was constantly recruiting his forces, 
and arming and organizing them. He followed the Enssians 
toward Kars, slowly and without attacking, and then took up a 
position across the plain of Kars, his left flank resting on the 
fortress and his right near the Arpa Eiver, the boundary line. 

When the news of the retreat of Loris-Melikoff and the 
general failure of the campaign after the battle of Zevin (June 
25th) reached the Emperor’s headquarters in Bulgaria, orders 
were given for the mobilization of the 1st Grenadier Division 
and the 40th Division of the Line, and their dispatch to the 
army in Armenia as reenforeements. The 20th and 21st Divi-> 
sions, quartered in Daghestan and along the Terek, were also 
mobilized, but they were simply used to put down the insurrec- 
tions in their neighborhood, and they did not cross the Caucasus. 
The Grenadier Division had 1,400 miles of railroad travel, from 
Moscow to Yladikavkas, and nearly 200 miles of march, from 
the latter point to Alexandropol. The 40th Division, quartered 
in the neighborhood of Saratoff on the Volga, had 1,000 miles 
of boat and railroad travel, and also 200 miles of march. The 
latter began to arrive at Alexandropol about the middle of 
August, and the last of the Grenadiers reached the same point 
September 25th. 

Meanwhile Loris-Melikoff had the Caucasus Grenadier Di- 
vision, the 1st Brigade of the 39th Division (previously at Ar- 
dahan), the 2d Brigade of the 38th Division,, and the' ,2d 
Brigade of the 19th Division — about, 35,000, men (infantry) in 
all, besides 5,000 or more Cossacks. He occupied a position in 
front of the Kars, Eiver, facing southwest, his right at Kuruk- 
Dara, near the road from Alexandropol to Kars, Ms center' at 
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TTiyiil Tepe, and Ms l^t at tlie ruins of Ani, on the river Arpa. 
(See Plate 22.) The length of his front was about 15 miles. 

In front of h im were: 1. The garrison of Kars, 16,000 in- 
fantry, 30 field-guns, 1,000 cavalry, and over 300 siege-guns; 
2. The field army of Moukhtar Pasha, 20,000 infantry, 54 field- 
and mountain-guns, and 6,000 cavalry. The latter was posted 
along the northern slope of the Aladja Mountains, with its right 
flank facing the Eussian left at Ani and its left (including part 
of the Kars garrison) thrown out into the plain at the two hills 
known as Great and Little Tahni, near the road from Kars to 
Alexandropol. 

The topography of the country in which the two armies 
were situated is somewhat peculiar. A few miles southeast of 
the town of Kars begin two ranges of mountains, which run in 
a southeasterly dii'ection to the river Arpa. The more northern 
range is aboxit 20 miles long, and is known as the Aladja Dagh* 
(God’s Mountain). In front of the mountain (i. e., north of it) 
lies the plain of Kars, about 2,000 feet below its summits, 
through which winds the Kars Tchai, emptying into the Arpa 
Tchai. This plain is studded with a number of hills, the two 
Tahni, Kizil Tepe, IJch Tepe, etc., with bluff sides rising from 
400 to 600 feet above the plain. These hills had of course con- 
siderable tactical importance for the respective armies. 

The latter part of July and the early part of August were 
occupied in numerous reconnaissances on both sides, and the 
skirmishes resulting from them, but nothing serious occurred. 

On the 18th of August, Loris-Melikoff, having a few days 
previously sent one of his brigades to the assistance of Tergu- 
kassoff, who was confronted by a force of over 10,000 men 
under Ismail Pasha in the region of Erivan and Igdyr, and 
wishing to divert the attention of the Turks in his front from 
this movement, made an attack, or possibly a demonstration, 
against the Turkish left flank at the Tahni hills ; he did not 
carry the hiUs, and at evening he retired, the losses being about 
500 men on each side. For the next few days there was con- 
siderable skirmishing in front of both lines, and on the 24th 

^The following TutkisE words are useful to remember in topographical nomen- 
clature; 


Dagh^ mountam. 
hill 


Tckuiy a, large river* 
a small river, ■ 
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tlie Eiissiam appeared to be withdrawiiig from tbeir left to 
strengtlieii tbeir right flanlr, possibly with the intention of renew- 
ing the attack of the 18tb. Monkbtar thought this a favorable 
opportunity to strike a blow, and during the night he concen- 
trated about 10,000 men on his right flank, and at daylight sent 
them forward to the assault of Kizil Tepe. The latter was held 
by only one or two.^ Russian battalions, owing to their recent 
concentration on their right flank, and these were easily driven 
out. The Enssians quickly brought up part of their troops from 
their right, and a severe fight took place, lasting all day, the 
principal struggle being around the front of the village of Siibo- 
tan, to the west of Kizil Tepe. if either side appears to have 
gained much advantage, and the fight ceased at dark, Kizil 
Tepe and Subotan, however, remaining in the hands of the 
Turks. The results of this day’s fighting were a loss of about 
2,000 men on each side (perhaps more on the Eussian), and 
the doubling up in a measure of tbeir left flank. If Moukhtar 
ever had any serious intentions of carrying the war into the 
Eussian territory, this was his opportunity; by energetically 
following up Ms attack the next day, he might possibly have cut 
off the Eussians from Alexandropol, or have compelled their 
retreat in that direction. But he did not follow up his success. 
What were the reasons for his inaction is mere matter of specu- 
lation. For his victory on this day the Sultan conferred upon 
him the title of Ghazi (Victorious), which, in view of the total 
destruction of his army less than two months later, is somewhat 
devoid of meaning. 

During the month of September nothing whatever of con- 
sequence took place on either side of the opposing troops in the 
valley of Kars. Near Erivan there were some affairs of an un- 
important character between the detachment of Ismail Pasha 
and that of Tergukassoff, the former attacking the latter in the 
mountain defile southwest of Erivan, but accomplishing nothing 
except the loss of a few hundred men. Ismail Pasha had under- 
Ms orders a force of 40 battalions (at least 20,000 men), made 
up largely of reinforcements recently arrived from Trebizond 
and from the districts of Mesopotamia, besides a large force of 
Eui’ds. " Tergukassoff ’s detachment' had been reenforced by 
some troops sent to him under the orders of Lieutenant-General 
Devel, so that now he had three regiments of the 19th Divi- 
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sion'(Nos. 73, two of tlie 38tli (Fos. 149 and '150)3 

and two of tie 39t]i (Nos. 153 and 164) ; or in. all 28 battalionSj 
numbering about 223 OOO men. 

Ismail Pasbamadeno impression upon Tergukassoff; and 
tlie latter made no serious movement ^ against tbe Turks, sin'ce 
he wished to retain them where they were and not drive them 
back to effect a Junction with Moukhtar. ^ 

By the latter part of September the whole of the reenforce- 
ments ( 1 st Division Grenadiers and dOth Division) had arrived, 
and the Grand Duke Michael, who had personally assumed com- 
mand of the army, was ready to resume the offensive. 

The troops under his orders in the plain of Kars were as 
follows: 



Battal- 

ions. 

Gum. 

Squad- 

rons. 

ll 

1st Divisioii Grenadiers, LleuteBant-Generai Boop. 

12 

48 



4tii (Caucasian) Division Grenadiers, Lieutenaiit-*GeneraI Meimann. . 

16 

4 

4S 




8 

24 



89th Division (iiegiments 153, 155, and 156) 

i 13 

1 24 



Caucasian Itiile Brigade (1st and 4tli Battalions) 

1 2 



40th Division. . . 

13 

48 

’* 


Division Canoasian Dragoons 

ie 

12 

24 

Various Cossack Eegiinents (see p. 880) 



46 




Total........ 

66 

192 

63 

86 




or about 55,000 infantry, 8,000 cavalry, and 228 guns. 

The Turkish army opposed to him (including the garrison 
of Kars) numbered about 36,000 * infantry, a considerable force 
of cavalry (of very poor quality), and about 150 guns. They 
still occupied the position (see Plate 22) extending from the 
Tabni hills through Kizil Tepe to Uch Tepe, near the Arpa 
Tchai. 

The Kussian plan was to overwhelm the Turkish left flank 
and cut them off from Kars. 

On the 2 d of October the Eussians attacked as follows: a. 


^ This number is asceiliamed as follows : 

Taken prisoners October 14tli~15tb 'J’,000 

** “ in Kars November 18tb i7j000 

Escaped with Moukbtar Pasha after defeat of October 16th. ..... 2,800 

Sick and wounded in hospitals at Eiars 4,600 

Killed and wounded in battles of October 3d and 14th, and Novem- 
ber 18th * 6,000 


Total .... ... . ....... . 1 :. ................ , . .. . .. ^30,300- 
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1 st Grenadkr Division against Little Tahni; 5, portions of 38tli 
and 39tli Divisions against Great Talini; ^5 part of tlie Ith 
Grenadier Division against Subotan and Kizil Tepe. Great 
Yabni was carried, but tbe other two columns were repulsed. 
On the 3d Moukbtar riposted with an attack on tbe Eussian 
left, from between Elizil Tepe and TJcb Tepe. He gained no 
ground, but forced tbe Eussians to strengthen their left and to 
evacuate Great Tahni, where their right flank was wholly in the 
air, and where besides it yvas very difficult to supply the troops 
with water. 

The Eussian losses between the 2 d and 4th of October were 
over 3,000 men (1,052 killed, 2,102 wounded). Those of the 
Turks are not known, but were probably about the same. 

Now follows an action upon the part of Moukhtar Pasha 
which it is difficult to explain. The newspaper correspondents 
at his headquarters say that he supposed this was to be the last 
attack of the Eussians, and that the campaign would now close 
for the winter (snow had in fact already fallen). Whatever 
may have been his reasons, on the night of the 8th~9th of 
October he abandoned Great Yahni, Kizil Tepe, and IJch Tepe, 
and concentrated his army in his fortified positions on the heights 
of Tizinkioi, Avliar, and Aladja Dagh, leaving only a small 
advance guard in front of his left flank at Little Tahni. He 
also gave orders to Ismail Pasha to retreat from the frontier 
near Erivan and join him near Kars. 

The Eussians, however, had no thoughts of terminating the 
campaign on accoxmt of the winter, but were preparing a blow 
which resulted in the complete destruction of Moiikhtar’s army. 
Their plan in brief was to demonstrate against the heights of 
Avliar and Aladja Dagh, while a strong column should pass 
completely around the Turkish right flank and come up on their 
rear (thus preventing the arrival of IsmaiPs troops), and, as soon 
as it should arrive heliind the Aladja Dagh, a general attack 
was to he made on aU sides. - 

To this purpose the following. dispositions. of the Eussian 
troops were made : 

\ 1. Eight Wing, Major-GeneralOount Grahbe — 3d Grenadiers 
(3 hattalibhs),- 8 guns, and 15 squadrons, which was posted be- 
tween'' the Kars Tchai, near Zaim, and the high-road north of 
Little Tahni. 
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2. Center, Lientenant-General Heimann — itli Grenadier Di- 
vision, 2d Eegime^iit Ist Grenadier Division, Regiment l^o. 151 
(38 til Division), 1 battalion of rifles, and 1 sapper battalion; in 
all, 24 battalions, or 20,000 infantry, with. 8 squadrons, and 104 
guns of different calibres. This detachment was posted from 
Great Tahni to Hadji Yeli. 

3. Left Wing, Major-General Konzminsky — ^Regiments Ho, 
152 (38th Division) and 154 (39th DivisionJ; in all, 8 battalions, 
or 6,000 infantry, with 24 squadrons, and 24 guns. This detach- 
ment was posted in front of Kizil Tepe. 

4. Reserve, Major-General Dehn — ^Ist and 4th Regiments 
1st Grenadier Division, and a haM battalion of sappers ; in all, 
6-|- battalions, or 5,000 infantry, with 8 squadrons and 40 guns. 
TMs detachment was posted in front of Kulveran. 

The detachments of Grabbe, Kouzminsky, and Dehn were 
placed under the command of Lieutenant-General Roop, 

5. Turning Column, Lieutenant-General Lazareff — 40th Di- 
vision, 75th Regiment (19th Division), one battalion of rifles, 
and a half battalion of sappers; in all, 17|- battalions, or 15,000 
infantry, with 22 squadrons and 70 guns. 

Lazareff left the camp at Karajal on the night of the 9th- 
10th of October, and crossed the Arpa Tchai at the fords behind 
IJch Tepe ; he then moved down the east bank of the river to 
the village of Kambinsk, where he was joined by the 153d 
Regiment (39th Division) and a regiment of Cossacks ; recross- 
ing the river at this point, he turned westward and marched to 
Digour, on the rear of the Aladja Dagh, where he was reen- 
forced by the 154th Regiment (39th Division), a few Cossacks, 
and some artillery, all of which had just arrived from Tergu- 
kassoff’s detachment in the district of Erivan. This carried 
the strength of Lazareff’s column to something over 20,000 
infantry, 3,000 cavalry, and 78 guns. Tergukassoff ^s main col- 
umn, about 15,000 men, was ordered to push forward reconnais- 
sances in the direction of Kagisman (about twenty miles on the 
left or south of Lazareff), and find out the whereabouts of IsmaiPB 
troops and prevent their coming to the relief of Moukhtar. 

The whole of Lazareff ’s march was conducted with great 
secrecy, mostly at night, and the Turks do not seem to have 
gained any very clear knowledge . of it. He unrolled behind 
Mm a line of, field' telegraph — against which the Turks^'M^ 
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nothing— wMcli tept Mm. at all times in instant communication 
with the camp, at Karajal, and , contributed in no small degree 
to the final success of the whole movement. 

Meanwhile the troops of Heimann and Eoopj who had occu- 
pied on the 9th and 10th the positions previously mentioned^ 
were to remain quiet until Lazareff should establish himself in 
the rear of the Turks near Bazardjik, and then Heimann was to 
throw his whole force upon the heights of Avliar and break 
through the Turkish center at that pointy while Eoop was to 
attack the heights of Aladja Dagh, and, in connection with 
Lazareff acting on their rear, completely surround the Turkish 
right wing. 

Giving a day’s rest to his men at Digour, on the 14th of 
October Lazareff continued his march in the rear of the Turk- 
ish army toward Orlok ; but in the afternoon his advance guard 
found the Turks posted in a strong position to the southeast of 
the village of Bazardjik. Moukhtar Pasha had in fact on the 
previous day learned through his spies of Lazareff’s presence in 
his rear, and had thrown back his left flank in order to meet it. 
For tMs purpose he had formed a detachment under Eeshid 
Pasha, about 6j000 men strong (including a few battalions which 
had arrived from IsmaiPs army), and had sent this detachment 
to take position between Orlok and Bazardjik and prevent the 
farther advance of tMs turning column of the Eussians. Ee- 
sMd Pasha’s force, however, was too small for its work, and it 
was driven out of Bazardjik and forced to retire toward Vizin- 
kioi, leaving the Eussians in possession of their positions. The 
losses on the 14th of October were not great, but the result of 
the day was to firmly establish General Lazareff’s detachment 
m rear of the left fiank of the Turks ^ after having made a com- 
plete circuit of their right. 

At 2:30 A, M. of the 15th, the Grand Duke Michael received 
at the' camp at Karajal a long- telegraphic report from General 
Lazareff, explaining his own position and the events of the day. 
The orders for the day were immediately given. Heimann, 
with the .Caucasian Division of Grenadiers and 64 guns, was to' 
storm the. heights of Avliar '; Eoop, with portions of the Grena- 
dier .and other Divisions, was to advance on Kerchane, and, if 
Heimann’s attack succeeded, to assault the Aladja Dagh; Laza- 
reff was to continue his movement in the direction of Vizinkioi ; 


394 


THE OAMPAIGH M AEMEMA. 


and, finally^ one brigade of Heimaim^s detacbmei^ waa'm 
forward from its station on Great Tabni to cover tbe road from 
VMuMoi to Avliar witb its artillery, in case tbe Tnrks m 
any movements along it. 

Tlie Grand Duke Micbael and General Loris-MeEkoff ' arrived 
on the field near Hadji Yeli between 5 and 6 a, m., and the bat- 
tle opened about dayHght. Heimann’s 64^ guns, wMch were at 
first only a short distance in front of Hadji Yeli, gradualy ad- 
vanced until they came within 1,600 yards of the Turkish works 
on the lower slopes of the Avliar hill. From this point, accord- 
ing to all acconnts (Russian, Turkish, and English), they did 
most terrible execution with shrapnel, which they planted on 
the lines of the Turkish trenches with great accuracy. The 
Turks had but six guns on this hill, which could accomplish 
nothing against the greater number of Russian guns. Mean- 
while the Grenadier Division lay in front and on both sides of 
this hill, slightly in advance of their batteries, under cover in 
the ravines, and waiting the order for the attack. One regi- 
ment on the right, between the foot of Avliar and Great Tahrd, 
was so far advanced that Moukhtar sent a force from YizinMoi 
to attack it about 10 a. m. ; but this force was repulsed, partly 
by the infantry and partly by the fire of the long-range guns on 
Great Tahni. It was nearly noon, however, before this affair 
was wholly over, and then Heimann judged that the moment 
had come for the assault. The artillery ceased firing, and the 
columns began climbing the sides of the hill as rapidly as the 
ground permitted. They were received by a very hot fire from 
the Turkish trenches, to which they replied, while still moving 
forward in open order. The Turks did not wait for a hand-to- 
hand fight, but abandoned their trenches on the slope as the Rus- 
sians came close to them ; the Russians followed on, and then the 
Turks abandoned their artillery, ammunition, etc., in the posi- 
tion on. the crest of the hill, and retreated' to Yizinkioi. The 
whole position was in the hands of the Russians by 1 o’clock. 
Just at this time Moukhtar Pasha left the western edge of the 
Aladja Dagh, where he had - been viewing the battle, and, pass- 
ing behind Avliar and just in front of Lazareff’s column, escaped 
to YizinMoi. 

Meanwhile the "troops oi Reshid Pasha, which had been 
driven out of Bazardjik the' previous day, feE , back and took 
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position at 4]ie foot of the Vizinkioi hill ^^and . northwest of 
Avliar. ' Lazareff’s. leading regiments (Kos. IM and 75) followed 
them hpj. and skirmished, with -them' nntil about noon, when they 
moved forward to the. assault. ■ The Turks retreated to the crest 
of the Tizinkioi hill about the same time that those from Avliar 
began retreating to the village of Vizinkioi; the whole center 
and left wing of M<^ukhtar’s army then fled in a wild panic to 
Kars. They were pursued by the cavalry. Heimann’s and 
Lazareff s troops then joined hands near Avliar. 

Under these circumstances the Grand Duke Michaelj about 
2 p. M. gave the following orders : Heimann to occupy Vizinkioi 
and Avliar with a portion of his troops, and with the other 
portion to cross the deep ravine between Avliar and Aladja 
Dagh, and attack the latter from the northwest; Lazareff to 
direct a portion of his troops to the attack of Aladja Dagh from 
the southwest, and with the other portion to move back to the 
vicinity of Bazardjik, and occupy all the roads by which the 
Turks, who still held firm on the Aladja Dagh, might escape 
toward Digour or the south; Eoop to move forward from Ker- 
chane to the assault of Aladja Dagh from the north. Three 
columns of superior numbers thus closed in around the right 
wing of Moukhtar’s army, of which the center and left were 
already in flight. 

The troops of General Eoop had already occupied the ground 
in front of the Turkish positions bn the northern slope of Aladja 
Dagh early in the morning, but, pending the result of General 
Heimann’s attack, had confined their efforts to some skirmishing 
and to the energetic employment of their artillery (2i pieces). 
But when the heights of Avliar were carried, General Eoop 
noticed that the Turks were beginning to withdraw part of 
their artillery, and saw that it was necessary to act promptly. 
He immediately ordered his troops to advance in three columns, 
the 156th Eegiment on the right, the 1st Grenadiers in the 
center, and the 152d Eegiment on the left (i. e., against the 
extreme' right flank of the Turks), the whole supported by 28 
pieces: of artillery at close range, besides several siege-guns which 
were established on some heights-dn their rear. The Turks at 
first received them warmly, firing in volleys ; hut, as the Eus- 
sians continued gradually to advance, their right finally gave 
way, and began retreating across the Aladja Dagh -toward Vizin-' 
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Hoi. But tbey were not able to escape^ for^ as tbepcame down 
tbe western slopes of tbe monntainj they were met by tbe troops 
of General Lazareff ; and, at tbe same time, Eoop^s right and 
Heimann^s: left compelled tbe Turks on tbe left of tbe Aladja 
Dagb to give way. Tbe whole of tbe right wing of the Turkish 
army was thus, about dark, snrroiuided, and nothing remained 
for them but to surrender. Their commander, Omer Pasha, 
sent a flag of trace to the Grand Duke Michael, and capitulated 
without conditions. 

; During the afternoon the small force posted on Little Tahni 
had' profited by the fighting on the opposite flank to make good 
its escape to Kars, pursued by a few sqnadims of Cossacks. 

The result of the 15th of October was the crushing defeat 
of Moiiklitar Pasha^s army of 35,000 men— -nearly half of it 
being destroyed, and the rest fleeing in a panic to the protection 
of the forts of Kars. By Omer Pasha^s capitulation 7,000 men 
were made prisoners ; 1,000 or- 2,000 escaped in dispersed bands 
to the south of Aladja Dagh, and between 4,000 and 5,000 were 
killed and wounded in the battle, or cut down in their retreat. 
The greater part of the Turkish losses were caused by the ad- 
mirable employment of the Russian artillery with shrapnel. ■ 

The Russian losses were very small in comparison with the 
decisive results of the day ; they were as follows : 



' Officers, 

Men. 

KUled....... 

....... 7 

228 

1,162 

LS85 

Wounded 

4-9 

Total. 



They captured 35 guns, several thousand small arms, a vast 
amount of ammunition, and such quantities of 'provisions' that 
for severah weeks they were independent of their own supplies 
at, Alexandropol. 



CHAPTEE II. 


ADVANCE OF THE KUSSIANS TO EBZEEOUM — THE STORM OF EAESj 
NOVEMBER 16TH, IS^T. 

Moxjkhtar Pasha readied Kars in the midst of the disorgan- 
ized panic-stricken fugitives during the night of the ISth-ldth, 
and remained there one day ; on the afternoon of the 16th he 
confided the defense of Kars to Hussein Pasha, and, taking 
2,800 men who were in a reasonable state of organization, and 
a few guns, started west over the mountains to the Olti valley. 
Beaching this, he rapidly continued his retreat to Zevin, where 
he stopped and was joined by some 8,000 or 10,000 men whom 
he had ordered up from Erzeroum, and where he hoped to be 
Joined by Ismail Pasha. But the latter, upon hearing of the 
defeat of Moukhtar’s army, immediately abandoned all his sick 
and wounded (about 4,500 men), and began a hasty retreat uj) 
the valley of the Araxes, pursued by Tergukassoff , The Kurds 
then deserted him in a body, and desertions also multiplied 
among his regular troops, so that he reached the vicinity of 
Erzeroum with only about 8,000 men. Ismail having thus 
fallen back behind him, and being threatened in front by Hei- 
mann and on his flank by Tergukassoff, Moukhtar had no choice 
but to continue his retreat in all haste. On the 28th of October 
he abandoned Zevin and Tenikioi, and during the night of the 
29th-30th reached Erzeroum. His chief of staff, a Hungarian 
named Faizi Pasha, of long service in the Turkish army, had 
preceded him thither, and hastily selected the site for some for- 
tifications on the heights of Deve Boyum, about seven miles 
northeast of the town. J oining Ismail’s forces to his own — 1 5,000 
to 18,000 men altogether — ^Moukhtar occupied these works. 
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MeanwHle on the Russian side, immediately after the battle 
of October ISth, Eazafeff was sent to 'Kagisman with the^ 40th 
Division, in the hope of cutting off IsmaiPs troops ; but the 
latter had received news of the defeat of the 15th by means of 
the scattered bands which had escaped from the Aladja Dagh, 
and had already passed Kagisman on the 19th ; Lazareff arrived 
the next morning. Leaving Tergnkassoff^ to follow Ismail, 
Lazareff was recalled to Kars. 

Heimann, with the Caucasian Division of Grenadiers, was 
then started in direct pursuit of Moukhtar along the main 
Kars-Erzeroum road. Leaving the vicinity of Kars on the 
24th, he crossed the Soganli range, and, passing through Zevin 
almost on the heels of Moukhtar, came into the valley of the 
Araxes, arrived in front of the heights of Deve Boyum on the 
30th, and began reconnoitering the Turkish position at that place. 
But before trying an assault he awaited the arrival of Tergu- 
kassoff’s column, which had not received the news of the defeat 
on the Aladja Dagh until some days after it had been received 
by Ismail, and was consequently somewhat behind the Tiuks. 
Tergukassoff reached Heimann’s camp on the 2d of November, 
and preparations were immediately made for an assault on the 
4thl „ 

The united force iinder General Heimann consisted of the 
Caucasian Grenadier Division, the I'Sd, 150th, 153d, and 156th 
Regiments-— about 24,000 men, with 120 guns — and 4 or 5 
Regiments of Cossacks. Moukhtar had about 18^000 men 
under his orders, and 60 guns. His position was one of great 
natural strength, being oh a high range of hills completely 
blocking the approach to Erzeroum by the road. 

Heimann began his attack early in the morning, and the 
fight lasted til! after dark in the evening. Although at first 
unsuccessful on their right flank, the Russians finally carried the 
whole line, capturing 43 guns, a great quantity of cartridges, 
the whole Turkish camp, and 400 prisoners. Moukhtar Pasha 
retreated within the line of forts surrounding Erzeroum. Tbe 
Turkish loss is not known, but from the newspaper accounts 
was much larger than that of the Russians. The latter lost, 
according to the official report, a little over 800 men. 

On the night of the 9th of November the Russian General 
intended to make a general assault of ; the, works of, Erzeroum; 
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but several ^of Ms columns lost tbeir way in the darknessj and 
tbe only Tesnlt was tbe capture of Fort AmsMx on tbe east of 
tbe town, where the Enssians took 500 prisoners. But when 
daylight came they were forced to retire (after spiking the 20 
guns which they had captured), since the fort was completely 
commanded by a neighboring work, Fort Medjidieh, and wholly 
untenable. The Enssians lost 400 men in this affair. 

On the night of the 12th they made another assault, but 
also without success. General Heimann then determined to 
await the arrival of reenforcements before making fm*ther 
efforts to carry the place ; and in a very few days the winter 
set in with a terrible snow-storm, and brought all Ms operations 
to a standstill. 

We now come to the final act of the campaign in Armenia, 
one of the most remarkable exploits in military annals, viz., the 
storming of Kars. 

The town of Kars (see Plate 22) lies in the western side of 
the plain and on the river of the same name. Behind it, on 
the west and southwest, are volcanic spurs jutting out from the 
Soganli range ; the river follows the base of these spurs to the 
town, but here cuts through a rent in the mountain and forms a 
precipitous ravine several hundred feet deep. On the west, 
north, and northeast of the town are therefore high, rocky, and 
almost inaccessible hills ; on the southeast is an open rocky plain. 

The fortifications, as they existed in 18YT, had almost all 
been built since the Crimean war, under the direction, it is said, 
of Prussian engineers. They consisted of a citadel in masonry, 
built on a perpendicular rock overhanging the gorge just north 
of the town, and of twelve detached forts; there was no 
enceinte except the old Turkish wall built in the 16th century 
and now partly in ruins. The forts may be divided into four 
groups, as follows : 

1. The defenses of Karadagh (Black Mountain), consisting 
of Forts Arab and Karadagh, on the high volcanic spur between 
the river and the Alexandropol road, on the northeast of the 
towU;; 

2. The defenses of the plain on the southeast of the town, 
consisting of Forts Hafiz Pasha, Kanly, and Souvari ; and of 
Fort Tchim' in' the southwestern suburbs of the town,: enfilading 
the Kars Eiver and the Erzeroum road alongside of it ; 



400 


THE OAMPAIGK m AEMENIA. 


3. Tlie defenses of Shorak Mountain, on tHe^west of tlie 
town, consisting ofiFo As Tekmass, Tik Tepessi, and Laze Tepessi; 

4. The defenses of Tchanak Mountain, on the northwest of 
the town, consisting of Forts Teli Pasha, Inglis, and MouHis. 

The length of the line of defense was about twelve miles. 
The forts on the right bank of the river were at an average 
distance of only 2,600 yards from the citadel ; of those on the 
left bank, the most distant, Laze Tepessi, was 3,000 yards, and 
the nearest, Yeli Pasha, but 1,000 yards from the citadel. 

The various forts presented different traces and different 
constructions. The two forts on the Karadagh were built on 
the bare rock, with epaulments of earth, which had been trans- 
ported thither, and were without ditches or traverses. They 
commanded the neighboring ground in all directions, including 
the forts on the slopes of Tchanak Mountain on their left. 
Fort Arab was an irregular hexagon in shape, and had the gorge 
(on the south) closed by a barrack built of masonry ; in advance 
of its right flank was a simple curtain. The development of 
the interior crest was 600 yards ; the curtain was 300 yards long. 
Fort Karadagh consisted of a bastion with a curtain on either 
side of it, and in the space thus inclosed a battery in the form 
of a cavalier, 21 feet above the crest of the work. It was in- 
tended to close the gorge by a stone barrack, but this was not 
finished at the outbreak of the war. The length of the line 
of fire was 1,500 yards. 

The two forts in the plain southeast of the town were the 
strongest in construction, and the weakest in situation, of the 
whole system. Fort Hafiz Pasha was a square redoubt, 400 
yards on a side, with bastions at the angles, traverses on the 
parapet and on the covered way, ditch 12 x 6 feet, and a case- 
mated barrack in three tiers closing the gorge (on the side of 
the town). In front of the southeast bastion was a little bon- 
net, YO yards long on each face. Fort Kanly consisted of two 
small square redoubts about 150 yards on a side, and in rear 
of them a lunette with faces in the form of a bastioned front 
and closed at the gorge with a casemated barrack. The ditch 
was 12x6 feet. The development of the line of fire of the 
whole work was over 2,100 yards. 

The two works on the banks of the river, Forts Souvari and 
Tchim, were simple lunettes without ditches or traverses. 
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Tlie worFs on Slioralc Mountain were-al tlm altitude of those 
on Karadagh, or possibly even a little higher. Laze Tepessi 
was the commanding one of them all, and consisted of three 
batteries each of 80 yards front, and slightly in front of them 
an infantry parapet. Tik Tepessi was a square bastioned re- 
doubt of a little more than 100 yards on a side, without trav- 
erses, with a ditch 9 «x 7 feet. In front of it was a battery 60 
yards long. Fort Tekmass was like Fort Kanly on a small 
scale, but had no outer works, and only an earthen parapet in 
place of a barrack across the gorge. 

Of the works on Tchanak Mountain, Fort Mouklis was built 
on a sharp rock at the northern edge of a plateau, with the 
gorge open on the south ; it was a simple lunette, with a line of 
fire of over 400 yards development. Fort Inglis wns a small 
hexagonal wmrk for infantry only; ditch, 21 x 7 feet; line of 
fire, 250 yards. Fort Yeli Pasha was an irregular quadrilateral, 
with three sides bastioned and the fourth closed by a casemated 
barrack ; ditch, 21 x 7 feet ; line of fire, 330 yards. 

The counterscarp of all the works having ditches was arranged 
with a banquette for infantry fire over the glacis. 

This was the condition of the works at the beginning of the 
war. They were but little injured during the quasi investment 
of the Russians in the months of May and June. When this 
investment was raised by Loris-Melikoff^s retreat during the 
month of July, the Turks strengthened their wmrks by slightly 
increasing the size of the ditches, and, under the direction of 
Hussein Bey, they also ran a line of trenches and little lunettes 
from the Alexandropol road to Fort Hafiz Pasha, thence to Fort 
Kanly, and thence to the river near Fort Souvari. On the bare 
rocks surrounding the other works, trenches were not feasible. 

These works presented in general certain qualities advan- 
tageous to the defense ; i. e., they were (partly) on commanding 
ground, they were so near together and so constructed that their 
artillery lent mutual support, and the rocky ground precluded 
all idea of mining against them. But on the other hand, if the 
place be considered a fortified place of the first order, they pre- 
sented many most serious difficulties for the defense and advan- 
tages for the attack, viz., 1, their being so near the town as to 
permit its bombardment; 2, the want of sufficient storehouses 
or magazines in the works, and of any provision for water,., all 
26 



4:02 


THE CAMPAiaH IH ARMEKIA. 


of wMcli Had to€tbe«"liaTiled up from tHe^ river; lack of 

ditclies for several of the works ; 4^ the total lack of flanking 
defenses, such as caponnieres, for such ditches as there were; 
5, the lack of traverses, which existed only in Forts Hafiz Pasha 
and Kanly ; 6, the difficulty of repairing the parapets, owing to 
the lack of earth ; 7, the small relief of the parapet, which left 
the easemated barracks exposed to the fire of the enemy’s artil- 
lery ; 8, the lack of unity in the defense, the whole position 
being cut in two by the gorge of the Kars Eiver, which was 
passable only at a few points on narrow paths, and thus pre- 
vented rapid movements of reseiwes from one side to another. 

The total armament of the place is about 200 guns (303 were 
captured at the assault, including a large proportion of field- 
guns). The total develo];>ment of the line of fire for infantry is 
about 6,000 yards, 4,000 in the works on the right bank and 
2,000 in those on the left. Allowing 2 men to a yard and 50 
per cent, in reserve, the proper garrison would be 18,000 in- 
fantry, and, with 25 men to a gun, 5,000 artillery, or in all 23,- 
000. This was almost exactly the strength of the garrison at 
the time of the assault. 

After the defeat and dispersion of Moukhtar Pasha’s army 
in the battle of Aladja Dagh, October 15th, a portion of the 
Eussian troops were sent, as already stated, in pursuit of the 
Turks toward Erzeroum ; the rest of the troops, consisting of 
the 1st Grenadier Division, the 40th Division, and portions of 
the 19th, 38th, and 39th Divisions — in all (counting a small 
detachment which arrived a few days later from Ardahan) 41 
battalions, or 30,000 infantry, with 53 squadrons and 144 guns 
— ^were constituted the army of investment of Kars, under the 
orders of Lieutenant-General Lazareff. They gradually dimin- 
ished the circle of investment to a diameter of about nine miles, 
and established- their siege-guns in batteries as soon as they ar- 
rived ; 48 guns arrived on the 4th of November, and were estab- 
lished in 12 batteries on the east and southeast of the town, at a 
distance of about 3,000 yards from the Turkish works. 

The train of reasoning which induced the assault is thus 
explained in the Grand Duke Michael’s report : 

“ Careful reconnaissances of the ground and of the defenses 
of the place, and the information gathered concerning the effec- 
tive strength and morale of the garrison, and concerning its pro- 
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visions, proved eacli day more clearly thd;, ali^lioiigli tHe defeat 
of Moulditar Pasha’s army may have had a certain demoraligiiiig 
effect upon the defensive strength of Kars, yet the capture of 
this town was none the less an extremely difficult enterprise. 
Large quantities of ‘ provisions assured to the 82 battalions of the 
garrison the means of sustaining a blockade for six months, 
which during the winter, so rigorous in this locality, would 
have brought innumerable and inevitable sufferings upon the 
troops of investment. The excellent armament of the fortifica- 
tions of Kars, the resolution of the garrison to fight to the last 
extremity, the well-known firmness of Turkish troops in sieges, 
and the difficult conditions in which the troops of investment 
were placed, hardly permitted the idea of sitting down to a siege 
of which it would have been difficult to foresee the end. Nev- 
ertheless, the. speedy capture of Kars was of great importance, 
partly in the light of a military success on this point of the 
theatre of war, and partly in order to facilitate and develop 
operations by securing their base against any eventuality, and 
thus permitting the detachment of a sufficient foi’ce in the direc- 
tion of Erzeroum and the distribution of the troops in a more 
comfortable manner on the approach of winter. 

The only way to put an end to this state of affairs {sortir-de 
cette situation) was to gain possession of Kars in open assault, 
preparing the assault as fa^r as possible by the bombardment of 
several forts and of the town, and making the assault under con- 
ditions which would insure a certain success, although it might 
be a partial one, but capable of further development. The line 
of forts on the southeast, situated on the right bank of the Kars 
Eiver, Hafiz, Kanly, and Souvari, and the town itself, where all 
the depots and provisions of the garrison were concentoted, 
were chosen as the 'principal objective, partly on account of the 
conformation of the ground, and partly on account of the situa- 
tion and relative strength of the defenses commanding the ap- 
proaches of the place. . . . An energetic sortie made by the 
garrison on the 5th of November, in order to prevent the con- 
struction of our batteries, gave a new proof of the resolution of 
the garrison, and ■ confirmed the importance of an attack from 
the side chosen^byus. . . . Constructed' and armed in the space 
of six days, the siege batteries opened fire on the 11th of No- 
vember, and continued it day and night without interruption. 
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increasing their toward evening. , . . It "'was at first 
thonglit that it might he possible to reduce the place by bom- 
bardiiient alone, but this was soon seen to be an illusion ; , the 
Turks began constructing new batteries. . . . It was all the 
more necessary to hasten the end ; an assault was decided upon. 
It only remained to fix the time and the means. In front of 
the line of the forts, which was to he the principal objective of 
the attack, the ground afforded within musket range of the 
works hardly any shelter, and not a single favorable position 
for field artillery. The enormous extent of the line of fire, 
flanked by several bodies of troops, successive rows of trenches 
and artificial shelters, the almost incredible range and intensity 
of the Turkish infantry fire on the defensive, threatened enor- 
mous losses in case of an attack by daylight. Moreover, the 
situation of the other forts upon the tops of mountains, thus 
permitting the enemy to follow the movements of the columns 
directed against him, and to reconnoiter their strength and ob- 
ject, deprived a demonstration of all its importance, and made 
it possible for the Turks to concentrate their defense upon the 
real point of attack. On the other hand, an attack in the dark- 
ness of a night without a moon might lead to a catastrophe. It 
was necessary to wait the time when the moon, remaining nearly 
all night above the horizon, would light up the field so that there 
would he no danger on the one hand of making a mistake in the 
road, and on the other hand of revealing our movement to the 
enemy from a distance, and thus giving him time to take his 
own measures and to direct a murderous infantry fire upon us. 

For these reasons the assault was fixed for the night of the 
17th-18th.'' 

It had in fact been ordered for the night of the 16th (No- 
vember), hnt postponed on account of a snowstorm, and cloudy 
weather. The greatest secrecy was observed,^ and the Turks 
do not seem to have had the least suspicion of what was going 
on. They had in fact concentrated over 15,000 men— tvro 
thirds of their whole force— in the forts on the Shorak Moun- 
tain, on the left hank of -the river. > ■ This waS' naturally llie 

^ Even as late as tUe afternoon of the I'Tth, officers did not hesitate to tell news- 
paper correspondents with whom they were on reasonably intimate terms that such 
a thing as an assanlt was not even thonght ofi See *'* Daily News Correspondence,” 
Vol.I,p. 630. 
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strongest aii4^ most commanding point, of their line of worksj 
and it was oii tliis side that Monrayieff -iflade” Ms nnsnccessM, 
assault on the 21st of September, 1855; but the defenses were 
(artificially) not as strong on this side as on the other. 

The orders of the Grand Dnke Michael, giving general 
directions for the assault, were as follows : 

“1. The troops investing Kars • are to gain possession of 
Forts Soiivari, Kanly* and Hafiz Pasha. 

2. The attack mnst be made unexpectedly, and efforts must 
be made to take prisoner or else to destroy the garrisons of these 
forts, and to get possession of the guns in them. 

^^3. At the same time as the attack of these forts, demon- 
strations will be made against other points of the enemy^s line 
of defense, in order to divert his attention and his troops from 
the I'eal point of attack. 

4. These demonstrations maybe converted into real attacks, 
taking advantage of the enemy’s confusion or other favorable 
circumstances, but only by small bodies, as experiments (i titre 
c^essais), in order to avoid great losses. 

5. Such attempts may be made also by the troops charged 
with the principal attack, after tliis latter has been executed ; 
Fort Tchim and the wall of the town are specially indicated as 
the objects of these attempts. Under entirely exceptional cir- 
cumstances, such for example as a casebf complete panic on the 
part of the enemy, such an operation is authorized with refer- 
ence to Karadagh, hut without losing sight of the difficulties of 
its execution. 

“ 0. After having gained possession of Forts Souvari, Kanly, 
and Hafiz, the first duty of the troops will be to establish them- 
selves solidly there ; they will not evacuate these works except 
in case it should be absolutely impossible to maintain themselves 
in them; and in this case they will bring away the prisoners 
and trophies, and will destroy, as far as possible, all the enemy’s 
means of defense.” 

In order to carry out these general instructions, five separate 
columns of assault were formed and two columns of demonstra- 
tion ; about 5,000 men being held in reserve. ■ The artillery 
was : not to follow the troops, hut was to remain, ready for 
action, near the reserves, nntil daylight or the receipt of further 
orders. The cavalry was to be stationed at important points on 
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tlie roads leading to Erzeronm and over tlie Soga^li rangej and 
await orders. TMe cSncentration of the^ troops was to commence 
at dark, tlie forward movement at 8 p. m. Profonnd silence was 
to be every where observt d, and no smoking allowed. 

The details of these colmnns were as follows : 

First Colmm^ Major-G-eneral Komaroff, Eegiments ITo. 
151 and, 2d Grenadiers, 6 battalions, and 16 guns, to assemble 
at Tatildja, demoiistrate ' against Fort TSkmass, but with the 
bulk of his troops follow the Kars ravine and attack Fort Tchini. 

Seomd Colurrmy Lieutenant-Colonel Prince Melikoff, 4th 
Eifle Battalion and two battalions of 76th Eegiment, in all 
three battalions, to assemble at Kichikkioi, follow the right bank 
of the river, and attack Fort Souvari. 

Third md. Fourth Columns^ Major-General Count Grabbe, 
Eegiments Ko. 75, 157 (in part), 3d Grenadiers, and 1st Eifle 
Battalion, in all 10 battalions, and 16 guns, to assemble at Ka- 
radjuran, and attack Fort Kanly, in two columns, that on the 
left commanded by Count Grabbe in person, and that on the 
right by Colonel Yodjakin. 

Fifth Column^ Major-General Alkhazoff, portions of 157th 
and 158th Eegiments, in all 5 battalions, and 8 guns, to assem- 
ble at the siege batteries east of the town, and attack Fort 
Hafiz Pasha, 

The general command of all the troops on the right bank of 
the Kars river was entrusted to Lieutenant-General Lazareff, 
who had also under his orders as reserve 2 battalidns of the 
i52d Eegiment and 8 guns. 

8ir>th Column^ Colonel Tcheremissmoff, portions of the 76tli 
Eegiment and 4th Grenadiers, in all 6 battalions, and 24 9-pdr. 
guns, to assemble at Djavra and demonstrate against Forts 
Laze Tepessi and MouMis. 

Seventh Column^ Major-General Eydzevsky, 160tli and part 
of- 159th Eegiment, in^ all 6 battalions, and 24 guns, tO' assemble 
at Matzra, and demonstrate against Forts Arab and Karadagh. 

Both of these columns were to convei’t their demonstrations 
into real attacks, in the discretion of their commanders, aeeord- 
ing to the general instructions previously quoted. 

General Eeserve at Komatzur, consisting of ' 1st Grenadiers,' 
, 3. battalions and 16 guns. ' 

The Cavalry was stationed as follows : 
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, 1. Oolumn of Major-General Sheremetieff, 28 squadrons and 
O gniiSj at tlie village of Tcltakinaoxir, to f)bse,^'ve the roads lead- 
ing over the moimtains, and to keep up conimnnication between 
columns 6 and 7. 

2. Column of Major-General Prince Sherbatoff, 34 squad- 
rons, between the village of Bozgala and the Erzeronm main 
road, to observe this road. 

3. Column of Lfentenant-Colonel Prince Tchavchavadje, 18 
squadrons and 6 guns, to move to the bridge at Kichikkioi, and 
there wait for orders. 

The 3d Engineer battalion was divided up into squads and 
distributed among the various columns, each squad carrying 
ladders, dynamite cartridges, and implements of various kinds. 
With each column was also a squad of artillerymen, with tools 
for spiking or dismounting the gnns. 

To resume the Grand Duke Michael’s report : 

On the evening of the 17th all the troops assembled at the 
points indicated, and at 8:30 r. m. the columns moved forward. 
A perfectly clear sky and the full moon which had Just risen 
gave promise of a clear and calm night ; the temperature, which 
had fallen below zero (32® Pahr.) during the morning, was 
growing colder and colder. A solenm and cold silence reigned 
in the air, and the most attentive ear could not have distin- 
guished any noise in the least alarming. The dimly seen line 
of our skirmishers was advancing prudently, step by step, fol- 
lowed by the troops for the assault, which at first marched in 
compact columns, then, as they approached the line of attack, 
formed in deployed order in company column. 

“ About 9 o’clock some shots were heard at the Turkish out- 
posts, and then, as ours did not reply, they ceased. Only our 
batteries at DJavra, as a signal, opened a cannonade against the 
heights of Tekmass, attracting the attention and forces of the 
enemy toward this point. But not a half hour elapsed before a 
musketry fire of the Turks burst forth along the whole line of 
attack, and after a few minutes the works and the trenches of 
the forts which had been attacked began a continuous firing 

The little column of Prince Melikoff was the first to reach 
its destination. Advancing without firing a shot and capturing 
the Turkish pickets, it rushed into Fort Souvaii about 9:30 p. m., 
almost before the Turks knew they were approaching,; they 
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tlien: killed tke Turldsli garrison witli tke bayonet, spiked or 
dismounted the gips, and in less than half an hour left the work, 
broke through some Turkish cavalry which came to attack them, 
and rushed on to , the bridge over the Kars River in order to 
attack Fort Tchm on its left flank and rear. 

Count Crabbe’s two columns, assaulting Fort Kanly, had 
more serious difficulties. They arrived in front of the work 
about 10 p. M., and crossed, with some difficulty and under a 
very heavy fire, the obstructions in the shape of pits {fosses a 
loup) in front of the work. On the right (Colonel Vodjakin’s 
column) a few hundred volunteers from the 75th and 157th 
Regiments swarmed over the parapet of the eastern redoubt, 
and as quickly as possible killed all its defenders who remained 
in it ; they then rushed on to the eastern flank of the main 
work, got possession of part of its parapet, and stayed there, 
awaiting the arrival of the rest of their column, but unable to 
get any farther forward in face of the superior forces of the 
garrison. The rest of the column, however, seeing the redoubt 
occupied, inclined to the right to attack the trenches and a little 
lunette with four guns situated between Kanly and Hafiz. In 
this mUee Colonel Vodjakin was wounded and turned over the 
command to Colonel Karasseff . Having gained possession of 
these trenches and the lunette, they then began to reform and 
advance to the relief of their comrades who still held on upon 
the parapet of the eastern face. 

Meanwhile, on the left, Count Grabbe led his column in per- 
son and on horseback, and, with the 1st Rifle Battalion in the 
lead, passed around the flank of the western redoubt and at- 
tacked the main work, partly in front against its western face, 
and partly by turning its extreme western flank and endeavor- 
ing to enter the work in rear. Count Grabbe fell dead a few 
yards from the parapet, receiving two bullets simultaneously in 
the breast, and was succeeded by Colonel Belinsky. The troops 
with great difficulty gained possession of the covered way, 
reformed in the ditch, and at 11 o’clock portions of the 3d 
Grenadiers and the 75th Regiment rushed over the parapet, at 
the same time that a part of the Rifle Battalion entered the 
work from: the rear. A fierce hand-to-hand fight then took 
place in this angle of: the work,. the traces of which were found 
in 500 Turkish V dead which lay in, a small space there the 
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next day. altliongli a good portion of the garrison was 
thns exterminated^ the rest took refnge4n-'t|Le stone barrack at 
the gorgej which had two tiers of musketry firej and several 
small mortars in barbette on top, and did great damage to the 
Eussians at such close quarters. Colonel Belinsky then took 
some volnnteers, passed round to the rear of the barrack, and 
tried to break down its doors ; but they were of iron, and he 
made no impressioif on them, and himself fell dead on the spot. 
This attempt having failed, it became impossible for the troops 
to remain in the work under the rain of bullets which the 
Turks showered on them from the loopholes of the barrack, and 
they were therefore obliged to return to the ditch, leaving, 
however, a line of men lying down on the crest of the para- 
pet, who gave the Turks a warm reception whenever they at- 
tempted a sortie from the barracks. 

Meanwhile the whole space between Kanly, Souvari, and the 
town was alive with fire, fresh Turkish troops with artillery 
having anived from the town. General Lazareff "was informed 
of the condition of affairs at Fort Kanly, and sent part of the 
reserve of the 152d Kegiment to reenforce the troops there. 
Having no knowledge of what had become of Prince Melikoff’s 
little column after it had left Souvari, General Loris-Melikoff 
ordered Prince Tchavtchavadje, who was at Kichikkioi bridge 
with IT squadrons of Cossacks, to try to clear the enemy out of 
the space between Kanly and the river, and to send some squad- 
rons to aid the troops at the former point. Loris-Melikoff also 
sent Colonel Bulmering of the Engineers tortake command at 
Kanly, all the commanding officers there being kihed or wound- 
ed. It was about midnight when the Cossacks arrived near 
Kanly. The Turks, encouraged by the lull in the attack, had 
sortied -from the barrack, and were trying to drive the Eus- 
sians off from the top of the parapet, but without success. At 
this moment some 250 Cossacks arrived on foot, climbed on the 
parapet, and, reenforcing the men already there, drove the 
Turks back to the shelter of the barrack. 

The reserves having arrived. Colonel Bulmering formed his 
troops in two portions for the purpose of turning Kanly by both 
flanks. The column on the left, commanded by himself in per- 
son, and assisted by the Cossacks, drove the enemy out of their 
trenches between Kanly and Souvari, and, following on their 
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iieelSj came to tlie Tery edge of tlxe town. The column on the 
rightj under Coloi^l Karasseff, gained possession of the rest of 
the eastern face' of the work.- At 1 a. m. the whole of Fort 
Kanly was in undisputed possession of the Eussians^ except the 
barrack at the gorge. Haying posted his troops so as to pre- 
yent the Turks from' again coming out from the tow% Colonel 
Bulmering returned to Kanly, placed his troops in the ditch 
behind shelter of one kind or another near the barrack, and 
then summoned the latter to surrender, threatening to knock the 
whole place to pieces with artillery. The Pasha defied him to 
do Ms worst, and said he would defend himself to the last. 
Alternate firing and negotiations succeeded each other for more 
than two hours. Finally Colonel Bulmering told the Pasha that 
if he did not surrender he would blow up his barrack with 
dynamite, and at the same time proyed his ability to do so. To 
tHs aigumeiit the Pasha (Daoud Pasha) yielded, and at 4 a. m. 
surrendered. But he had only 300 men! It was all that was 
left of the garrison of Fort Kanly. 

Meanwhile, at Fort Hafiz Pasha a struggle hardly less despe- 
rate, although shorter, had been going on. Here General Al- 
khazoff’s troops were also diyided into two columns for the 
attack of the work on its two principal faces. The columns 
were discoyered and fired upon about 9 p. m., not only from the 
fort itself, but from the trenches between it and the foot of 
Karadagh and the batteries recently constructed on the southern 
slope of that MIL It therefore became necessary for the column 
on the right to get possession of these trenches on their flank. 
Colonel Fadeyeff, with about 2,500 men in Ms column, set Jo 
work at this, and after a considerable struggle gained possession 
of some of these trenches ; part of the defenders fled toward 
the town, part along the trenches toward Karadagh, and the rest 
were bayoneted. Following close upon those who retreated 
toward Karadagh, Colonel Fadeyeff took advantage of the 
TurMsh confusion and gained possession of the batteries at the 
foot of this mountain, and immediately followed the Turks, 
now in considerable disorder and panic, up the paths of the 
Karadagh to the fort of the same name. While a portion of 
his men were arranging and placing some dynamite cartridges 
to blow up the tower at the angle of the outer work, others 
climbed up on each other’s shoulders and penetrated on to the 



THE STOBM OF EARS. 


411 


platform from tlie rear ; the defenders then rushed back into 
the inner work, but were hotly pursned#by #ie Enssians, and be- 
fore they had time to recoYer from their confusion and disorder 
about .half the garrison had been bayoneted or knocked sense- 
less; the rest fled along the mountain toward Fort Arab. Here 
at last the Turks got their breath and had time to recoYer their 
senses a little before a party of Eussian Yolnnteers came on to 
then attack ; this party was practically annihilated. The Turks 
then returned to the charge, and made several desperate efforts 
to regain Fort Karadagh. But Colonel Fadeyeff had got a firm 
footing there, had received the whole of the 158th Eegiment 
as reenforcements (which he had asked for immediately upon 
reaching the base of the hiU), and he held fast in the fort 
without yielding an inch. The Turkish attacks were all re- 
pulsed. 

The greater portion of the column assaulting Hafiz had 
therefore been wholly diverted from its original purpose, but 
still with most happy results. The rest of the column had 
meanwhile advanced to take the trenches on the south of Hafiz, 
in the direction of Kanly, at the same time that the column of 
Colonel Karasseff, as previously narrated, advanced against the 
same works from the direction of Kanly. As this attack began 
to succeed, Q-eneral Alkhazoff himself took the remaining two 
battalions of his column and assaulted Fort Hafiz in front, and 
on the left. The troops poured over the parapet, and the Turks 
took refuge behind the barrack at the gorge ; hut this, unlike 
the one at Kanly, had been nearly demolished by the Eussian 
artillery, and was little better than a heap of ruins. As the 
Turks retreated behind it the battalion which had gone round 
by the left appeared in the rear. In the language of the Grand 
Dixke^s report, the garrison was crushed to pieces and annihi- 
lated. Fort Hafiz was ours.” 

At this moment General Alkhazoff received word from 
Colonel Fadeyeff that he had taken Karadagh, and asking for 
reenf orcenients. He immediately sent him what he had of the 
158th Eegiment, which reached Fadeyeff, as we have seen, in 
time to repulse the Turkish attacks on Fort Karadagh. He also 
sent' one battalion of the 152d to reenforce the troops attacking 
Kanly, and with the remaining battalion and a half establshed 
himself at Hafiz and sent skirmishers forward toward the^ small 
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camp between Hafiz and tbe town, at whose approach^the Turks, 
now pretty well demoraiized, fled toward Kars. 

It was now about 2 o’clock in the night. All the works on 
the right bank of the river, from, Karadagh to Soiivari, were in 
the possession of the 'Hiissians, excepting only the barrack of 
Fort Kanly, which evidently could not hold out, isolated, much 
longer. General Lazareff rode along the lines and saw the con- 
dition of things, and then nnited part of thd'troops of General 
Alkhazoff and Colonel Bnlmering, and sent them forward to 
occupy the town, to find out what had become of Prince Meli- 
kciPs column, and to give it assistance. 

While the eolnmns of assault had thus been gaining possession 
of the forts in front of them on the right bank of the river, the 
columns of demonstration had also been hotly engaged, -with 
results as follows : 

It will be remembered that General Komaroff, having 6 
battalions and 24 guns under his orders, was to demonstrate in 
front of Fort Tekmass, but send the bulk of his troops along 
the Kars Eiver to attack Fort Tehim in front ; while Prince 
Melikoff’s column, having gained possession of Fort Sonvari, 
was immediately to cross the river and attack Fort Tchim in 
flank and rear. 

Komaroff detailed two battalions of the 3d Grenadiers to 
occupy Mount Monkha, 3,500 yards southwest of Fort Tekmass, 
and demonstrate against that fort; the other battalion of this 
regiment and all his artillery were left in reserve ; while the 
three battalions of the 151st, under Colonel Boutchkief, were 
sent through the Kars ravine to the assault of Fort Tcliim. 
They assembled at 8 o’clock at the Kichikkioi bridge, and as 
soon as they heard the firing at Souvari, about 9 p. m., moved 
forward along the ravine. But at the entrance of it the Turks 
had some outposts posted in trenches very diflicult to reach, and 
the noise of their firing alarmed the camp concentrated between 
Tekmass and the town ; they quickly came forward to the edge 
of the ravine and attacked Colonel Boutchkieff’s column in flank ; 
it was impossible for him to advance under this fire, and he 
promptly faced his men hy the left flank and attacked the 
heights. In so doing he was exposed to the fire, at about 1,800 
yards range, of Fort Tchim; but in spite of the difficulties of 
his position and of the ground, he continued his attack energet- 
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ically^ and’ drove tlie Turks from tke keiglits of tlie ravine and 
back toward Fort Tekmass. Following , Ike Turks closely in 
their retreat, his men arrived in front of this latter work. 
Eetreat was impossible without great losses ; a success promised 
great results. He led his little force forward to the assault ; 
they were received with the musketry fire of three tiers of 
trenches, with shrapnel, stones, and hand-grenades. Struck with 
one of the latter, Colonel Boutchkieff was instantly killed; Ms 
men lost enormously, and fell back to the Kars ravine. It was 
about midnight, and these three battalions were so smashed up as 
to be practically of no further use during the night. The Turks 
nevertheless did not follow them. Not wishing, however, to 
give up all idea of an assault upon Fort Tchim, General Koma- 
roff (still leaving the two battalions to demonstrate in front of 
Tekmass) brought up the one battalion of the 2d Grenadiers 
which he had in reserve, and his 24 guns, and sent them for- 
ward along the river toward Fort Tchim. This little column 
advanced rapidly, and seized the suburbs on the southwest of 
the town and the cemetery in front of Fort Tchim, and there 
opened fire — ^their artillery at short range, and the infantry 
scattered about behind the grave-stones of the cemetery. But 
Fori Tchim gave them the warmest possible reception, and they 
were moreover exposed to the cross-fire of Forts Tekmass and 
Teli Pasha, the flashes of their own guns serving as a target. 
In short, their position was wholly untenable, and about 2 
o^clock in the morning the retreat was sounded, and they fell 
back along the river to the Kichikkioi bridge. 

Meanwhile Prince MelikofE’s little force, after gaining pos- 
session of Fort Souvari early in the evening, as already narrated, 
had crossed the river partly by fording (the temperature was 
10® Fahr. or more below freezing) and partly in boats, had passed 
through the submbs of the town, and attacked Fort Tchim in 
rear. The Turks were completely surprised, and Prince Meli- 
koff thought he might in their confusion he able to cariy the 
work. He ' led his^ little force to the assault, but was himself 
knocked over dangerously wounded, and his men were driven 
back. They took refuge in the cemetery ; but no signs of Ko- 
maroff’s column appearing (they heard their firing, but knew 
notHng definite about it), they were obliged to retreat, and 
made their way back across the river. Just at this time (a little 


THE OAMFAIQ-H IK ABMEKIA, 


414 

after midniglit) tlie^ lit|le column sent by Komaroff along, tie 
ravine made tbeir attack. They were repnlsedy as already stated^ 
but their attack contributed largely to cover the retreat of Meli- 
koffs colnmn and prevent its. destruction. . The latter fell back 
along the right bank' oi the river, and reached the Kichikkioi 
bridge. Jnst. at daylight. 

The whole attack along the valley of the Kars River therefore 
failed ; the Turks discovered the movement in time, andby at- 
tacking one column in flank from Tekmass caused the different 
assaults to be made one after another without success and with 
great loss. bTeveiiheless, the main object of Komaroff’s troops 
was to occupy the attention of the large body of troops concen- 
trated on the heights of Shorak, and thus prevent reenforce- 
ments being sent to the aid of Forts Kanly and Hafiz ; and this 
they fuUy accomplished. • 

The two other columns, under Colonel Tcheremissinoff and 
General Ryzdevsky, made their demonstrations with no less 
vigor, beginning their operations when they heard the firing in 
the plain southeast of Kars, i. e., about 9 o’clock in the evening. 
The former attacked Fort Laze Tepessi, carried the trenches in 
front of the batteries, mounted on the parapet of the latter (al- 
though it was covered with a coating of ice), and kept up a fight 
at close q^uarters for several hours, until the Turks brought up 
enough reenforcements to drive them out ; but they only retired 
to the trenches which they had captured, and kept up a fire 
from them till daylight. The latter opened with their artillery 
against Forts Arab and Karadagh, contributing largely to the 
confusion and bewilderment in which Colonel Fadeyeff found 
the defenders of the latter when he carried it, and sent forward 
volunteers up to the vicinity of the former work. 'When he 
heard of the capture of Fort Karadagh by Colonel Fadeyeff, 
General Rydzevsky reenforced the volunteers in front of Fort 
Arab by four battalions (160th Regiment), who made an ener- 
getic and successful assault upon the place just after the Turks 
had returned from their efforts to retake Fort Karadagh. Hav- 
ing entered the work, they killed part of the garrison and took 
some of them prisoners, and the rest fled along the paths of the 
ravine toward the town. As for the citadel, it was feebly gar- 
risoned, and surrendered to the 152d Regiment when the latter 
' advanced against it from Fort Hafiz. ' 
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As daySglat dawned about 5 a. m., tbe whole series of forti- 
fications on the right bank of the Kars lliver was in possession 
of the Enssians ; but the commanding forts on the heights of 
Tchanak and Shorak yet held out, and the Turks had still 
between I 25 OOO and 16,000 men, somewhat demoralized, but 
still capable of fighting, on the left bank of the Kars. Massing 
these between Fog'ts Tekmass and Laze Tepessi, the Pasha 
determined to make an effort to break through in the direc- 
tion of the villages of Samovat, Arayartan, and Bozgala, and 
thence winding through the mountains -regain the Erzeroum 
road. As the day dawned this movement became clearly de- 
fined, and Lieutenant-General Eoop, commanding on the left 
bank, took what measures he could to stop it, by disposing the 
cavalry, stationed near these villages, to take the columns in 
flank while his infantry retained them in front. The princi- 
pal column of the Turks, near Bozgala, seeing itself surrounded, 
laid down its arms; but at Samovat and at Aravartan they 
broke through the Eussian infantry and continued their march 
toward the mountains. The Cossacks were sent after them 
with the utmost energy, and attacked them vigorously in flank, 
causing a loss of several hundreds of men among the Turks, 
and delaying them while another portion got on their road in 
front and headed them off. They surrendered here and there 
by battalions, until finally there remained but one detachment 
of about 150 mounted men, flying in the direction of the Olti 
road. The Cossacks put after them, sabred about a hundred of 
their number whose horses were exhausted, and chased the rest 
for about 15 miles. Then their own horses gave out, and they had 
to give it up. Among the 30 or 40 men who thus escaped, 
thanks to the quality of their horses, were the comniaudant of 
Kars, Hussein Pasha, and two or three other principal officers. 

Kars was wholly in possession of the Eussians. The troops 
on the left bank returned with their prisoners, occupied the forts 
on that side, and about 10 or 11 a. m. entered the town, where 
their comrades from the right bank had already been since early 
morning. 

It was a good night’s work — a fortified place of the first 
order captured in, open assault, with 1T,000 prisoners, 303 guns 
of various calibres, 25,000 or more small arms, and an immense 
quantity of provisions and material of all kinds. Twenty-five 
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Imiidred TurMsli bodies were found dead on tbe field ; there 
were 4,500 sick andf wouaded in the hospitals, and several hun- 
dreds more were picked up on the field. The Kussian losses 
were : 

Officers, ' Men. 

Killed 18 470 

Wounded v-'- * • 

Total...... ■ .....77 ' 2,196 

It will be noticed that the proportion of officers hilled and 
wounded is about 1 to 28 men, whereas the proportion of offi- 
cers present was about 1 to 60 men ; the commanding officers of 
Columns 1, 2^ 8, and 4 all fell within a few feet of the enemy. 
One general officer (Count G-rabbe) was killed, and one wounded. 

After the capture of Kars, a portion of the Turkish prison- 
ers were escorted across the frontier to Tiflis, and a certain por- 
tion, about 4,000 in all, not in good health, were granted permis- 
sion to seek their homes and yiUages, of which they availed 
themselves. 

During the month of December a part of the garrison (40th 
Division) was dispatched to Erzeronm, hut a severe winter and 
the difficult nature of the mountainous country hindered their 
march, delayed the arrival of siege material and provisions, and 
generally proved a most serious obstacle to General Heimann’s 
siege. It was only on the 12th of January that the Trebizond 
road was finally and permanently cut, and the investment com- 
pleted. The place was, however, well provisioned, and the 
frozen ground and deep snow delayed the establishment of bat- 
teries. So the time passed on, and the armistice of January 
31st anived with Erzeroum still in the hands of the Turks. 
But one of the conditions of that document was the evacuation 
of Erzeroum, This was accomplished about the 10th of Febru- 
ary, when some 15,000 to 20,000 troops marched out under 
Ismail Pasha, proceeded to Trebizond, and were embarked for 
Constantinople. Ghazi Moukhtar Pasha had been recalled 
thither about the end of December, just before the Trebizond 
road' was '^closed. ■ 

-The campaign 'in Armenia, beg^ by the Eussians with in- 
sufficient forces, and checked for a while, finally ended in their 
complete victory and the overwhelming defeat and destruction 
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of tlie TurMsi. forces. Its fate was decided hj tlie battle of 
Aladja Dagb and tbe storm of Kars, anS. tKese are among tlie 
most brilliant feats of arms in Knssian military annals. Tlie 
more the latter is studied, and the stubbornness of the defense 
is considered, the more certain it appears that those who lay 
down as a proved principle of modern tactical warfare that 
fortifications defended by breech-loaders can not be carried in 
open assault, have made a hasty judgment. Moukhtar Pasha, 
on the night after the battle at Aladja Dagh, attributed his 
defeat to the wonderful employment of the Eussian artillery 
with shrapnel,^ and the same opinion seems to have been shared 
by the Eussian officers; in other words, ^Hhe attack was well 
prepared with artillery.’’ But, on the other hand, Kars was 
stormed without any artillery preparation (in this sense) at all ; 
its success was due to the skillful dispositions made beforehand, 
and to the individual courage and endurance of the men. In 
both cases hand-to-hand fights finally decided the battle. 

If troops are led to the assault of trenches and breech-loaders 
in successive, and not simultaneous assaults, in inferior numbers, 
over an open country, in a too compact formation, and without 
reference to the decisive or key points of the defense, then 
defeat and slaughter will be the result, as happened at Plevna, 
at Shipka (July 17th), in part at Gorni-Duhnik, at Zevin, at 
Little Tahni (October 2d), and in our own war at Cold Harbor. 
But if the points of attack are well chosen, the troops are prop- 
erly distributed, advance in reasonably open order in successive 
lines, and make their attacks simultaneously, and in superior 
numbers at the decisive points, then the assailants will reach the 
parapet in spite of the breech-loaders, and the strongest party 
will win — as they did at Kikopolis, at Shenovo, at Kars, and 
at Five Forks. 

Victory lies to-day, as it ever has and ever will, on the side 
of that general who takes the most skilKul measures for the task 
he has in hand, and who has under him the most patient, hrave, 
and willing soldiers; and though the defense has relatively 
gained greatly over the attack % the introduction of breech- 
loaders, yet that fact alone will not prevent, any more than a 
sKght superiority in armament, such a general from carrying 


* See Daily Kews OorrespondeBce Yol. L, p. 5S4. 
27 
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trenckes in open assault. It is after all tke liumai? factor — tlie 
general to tHnk and {be men to cany out Ms thougMs at any 
sacrifice — ^and not alone tkeir mere material accompaniments, 
wMch gain success in war, as well as in the other affairs of life. 
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CHAPTEE L 

GENIEAL EEMAEKS — COII^STEUCTIOJSr OF THE TUEKISH AHD EUSSIAN- 
FOETIFIOATIOHS, AFTO THEIE DEFENSE. 

The campaign of 18Y7~ 78, like every campaign wMck was 
ever foiiglit, fnrnislies its military lessons for tlie future — ^mis- 
takes to be avoided, successful manceuvres to be repeated under 
similar opportunities. Eut there is one feature, a question of 
tactics, in which this war finds no parallel in past history, and 
which is of the highest importance for the conduct of future 
wars, particularly to us in America. I refer to the great use 
which was made of hasty fortifications in connection with mod- 
ern fire-arms. 

Temporary field fortifications were constantly employed by 
the Eomans on the field of battle; they have also been fre- 
quently employed and highly commended by all the great mas- 
ters of war; hut it is only within the most recent times that 
they have attained their great importance, owing whoUy to the 
long range, the precision, and the rapidity of fire of modern 
rifled muskets. Their first great use was at Sevastopol ; in our 
civil war they attained a development hitherto unknown, not 
only important points like Washington, Eichmond, Vicksburg, 
etc., being converted into great intrenched camps, capable of 
sustaining long sieges, but also every bivouac in the presence of 
the enemy being fortified by a shelter-trench of some kind; in 
the Prussian wars of 1866 and 1870 they were also used, though 
not to so great au extent ; hut in the late war in Turkey the 
combination of trench and breech-loader attained such a perfec- 
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ticwiy that the whole campaign may he said to have- consisted — 
tactically— of the &tta£k and defense of more or less hastily for- 
tified positions. 

' The infantry arm has, ' in the present eentnry, passed through 
four essential modifications, viz,, from smooth bore to rifle, from 
flintdock to percussion-cap, from muzzle-loader to breech-loader, 
from, paper-cartridge to fixed ammunition ; ^and the breech-load- 
em, by reducing the calibre and increasing the relative length of 
the bullet, by increasing the twist of the rifling, and augmenting 
the charge, have doubled their range and general efficiency; so 
that the Peabody, the Springfield of ’73, the Remington, the 
Berdan, are as much superior to the Reedle-gun and Chassepot 
of 1870, as were these latter to the Enfield or Springfield muz- 
zle-loader of 1861. 

A simple calculation will illustrate this point. Four hundred 
men, garrisoning a little redoubt of 100 yards on a side, and 
firing both from the parapet and the ditch, can now in twelve 
minutes easily deliver 24,000 shots, a veritable hail of lead, each 
pellet of which, if it strikes a vital part, is fatal, to a diitmwe 
of a mile and a quarter ^ and if' but one in twenty of these 
bullets find its billet, the defendei's will have destroyed 1,200 
men during the time that the' assailants are passing over this 
mile and a quarter, i. e., three times their own number; whereas 
in 1863, the same number of men, in the same position, would 
have been armed with a gun which could only be fired, at most, 
three times in two minutes, and which carried but a third of a 
mile. This the assailants could have crossed in three minutes, 
and during this time the defenders could have delivered but 
1,800 shots, and, if one in twenty of these hit, they would have 
accomplished a loss among the enemy of only 90 men— less than 
one twelfth of the destruction' possible in 1877. While, there- 
fore, we need not conclude that the attack of .a field fortification 
is now twelve times as dangerous as it was during our civil war 
(and, in fact, such numerical comparisons have little real value), 

' yet the above illustratiou is sufficient: to- call attention tO: the 
great fact of modem' tactics, viz., that in the last few yeufs 
tke defense^ Tyehmd fortifications^ has enormously : gamed,. upon 
the attach^ owing to the improvements in small-arms ; or, in 
other words, that any attacking force is now at a' very ' much 
greater disadvantage than it 'was-ffifteen years ago. 
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In tlie Mlowing;, pages I shall endeavor to state the more 
prominent facts- of the recent war whMh Ifad a hearing upon 
this important question. 

The subject is evidently divided into two parts^ viz.^ the de- 
fense and the attack. 


DEF^INSE, 

The Turkish defensive works were of three classes t 

1. Large intrenched camps, such as those surrounding Plev- 
na, Eustchuk, Shumla, Sophia, Adrianople, and the Tchekmedje 
lines, 

2. The works for the defense of mountain passes, such as 
Araba-Konak, Pravetz, Etropol, Trajan’s Gate, etc. 

3. Hastily constructed trenches and batteries for the defense 
of a line of battle in open ground. 

The Kussians, being the invaders, had only one intrenched 
camp, viz., their line of circumvaUation at Plevna, and but one 
mountain pass, Shipka, to defend ; and having failed to occupy 
in time the commanding ridges of the latter, its defenses were 
limited to the most meager character ; the Eussian fortifications, 
therefore, consisted almost wholly of the third class. 

1. INTEEKCHED CAMPS. 

The general principles upon which the fortifications were 
located at Plevna, Adrianople, etc., were exactly the same as 
those upon which Washington and Eichmond were fortified, 
i. e., a series of redoubts upon important points, connected by 
lines of trenches of more or less strong profile. 

Plevna. 

The only one of these camps which was assaulted or be- 
sieged was Plevna, and therefore this is the- only .one ■ which 
needs to be described in detail. In the preceding chapters a 
full account has been given of ,tbe progress and : results of the 
assaults and the siege, and it ' only remains to briefly describe 
the technical construction of the works. 

In their location (see Plates 12, -16, and 19) but two features 
are worthy of special mention. Firsts a considerable portion of 
the works, viz., the Middle 'Group,” Eedoubts Hos. 3 to 10, 
were placed on low ground, 'completely commanded by the 
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neighboring, ridges on the east and 'south in easjran,ge; the 
necessity for this ^palrently bad location arose from the small- 
ness of the defending force, which did not permit the occupa- 
tion of these ridges without rendering the whole line too^ weak 
for energetic defense. ; And after all it did^not proTe so serious 
a disadvantage, for although the hesiegers, in possession of these 
commanding ridges, were enabled to silence the defenders’ ar- 
tillery, to partially destroy the shape of their works, and to con- 
fine them to their bomb-proofs, nevertheless these same works 
resisted snccessfnlly every infantry assault. 

Secondy the works were built from day to day in the inter- 
vals of the Russian attacks and during their siege, without any 
comprehensive plan and without any maps of the locality. On 
the 20th of July there were only some trenches along the Gri- 
vitza heights, and Just east of the town ; on the 30th of July 
the Grivitza redoubt and 4 redoubts of the middle group had 
been constructed ; on the 11th of September there were 18 re- 
doubts (see Plate 16), including two on the key point of Krishin ; 
on the 10th of December (see Plate 19) there were 4T redoubts 
and batteries and more than 60,000 yards of trenches connecting 
them. 

The works thus grew from day to day under the necessities 
of the moment ; yet, considering the strength of the defenders’ 
forces, it is impossible to criticize their location. Had they 
been planned after a careful topographical survey, and after 
weeks of deliberation by a commission of engineers, they could 
not have been better placed. Their construction was supervised 
and directed by Tefvik Bey, the Turkish chief of staff, who 
displayed remarkable skill therein. 

In plan the works presented great variety, hut they were ail 
of the simplest design possible, consistent with a proper adapta- 
tion to the nature of the ground. Hot one of the works was 
bastioned, and usually no measures were taken for a flanking 
defense of the ditch. There were no accessory means of de- 
fense, such as wire entanglements, ahattis, fougasses, etc. The 
prevailing form of trae4 was the square or rectangle, of about 
75 yardson a side; next in general ■ use was the irregular hexa- 
' gon, and las% the pentagon; yet' these forms were- not rigor- 
ously adhered to, hut were modified more or less- whenever the 
nature of the ground demanded it. 
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„ In Plates 23 and 24 are,, given ..four .sets of drawings repre- 
senting tlie types of these works. On'^Pl^e 23 is shown Ee- 
doiibt No. Ij of the “Middle Gronp/’ which was almost identi- 
cal in shape with the Grivitza Eedoubt and Eedonbt No. 10 ; 
the former of which was carried by assault on September 11th 
and the latter repulsed its assailants on the same day. (See 
Chapter V .5 Part IL, cmte) * Plate 24 gives drawings of Ee- 
doubt No. 7 of the middle group, of Eedoubt No. 26 of the 
Blasivatz group, and of Eedoubt No. 38 of the Opanetz group. 

The dimensions are given in detail in these drawings (the 
originals of which were given to me by the Eussian Engineer 
Department), and they fully explain their construction. There 
are three peculiarities worth notice: Firsts there were no flank- 
ing defenses for the ditch (as already stated), but, on the other 
hand, there were (except in No. 26, which is a rare exception 
in this respect) two tiers of fire and sometimes three. On the 
counterscarp of the ditch was arranged a shallow, rude sort of 
covered way, affording ample protection (against infantry) for a 
single line of men, and thus doubling the defensive strength of 
the work; in addition, there was often a small trench running 
in front of the principal side of the work (as in Eedoubt No. 1, 
Plate 23), and affording a third line of infantry fire. Second^ a 
very extensive use was made of traverses ; in the square re- 
doubts there was usually a large traverse, or more properly a 
parados in the form of a square, 10 to 15 feet thick and 9 to 12 
feet high, placed in the interior of the work, and its ends over- 
lapping in line the rear ends of several traverses of like dimen- 
sions placed along the parapet. In the hexagonal and pentag- 
onal redoubts the parados was sometimes straight and sometimes 
of most irregular form. Thirds a very extensive use was also 
made of rude bomb-proofs. These were placed on the unex- 
posed side of the parados, traverses, or parapet. Their shape 
and construction are shown in the drawings; they were of the 
same nature as those used during our civil war at Fort "Wagner 
and ' elsewhere. The Turks employed them very extensively, 
not only within the redoubts hut behind the trenches connecting 
them, whereas the Eussians made no use of them at all. The 
ordinary dimensions of the Turkish trenches are shown in Pro- 
file No. 5, Plate 23 ; but along the Bukova ridge, which was ex- 
posed to fire longitudinally and in front and rear, there was a 
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treneli. over SjOOO, yards traverses at slioi^ intervak^ 

and large enoiigli tor *two ■ men on horseback to ride abreast 
.without exposure. Many of the' traverses in the Turkish works 
als.o contained nide homh-proof magazines, hut as a rule their 
ammunition was kept in the caissons (they had nothing hut field 
pieces),, and these were .concealed and sheltered in the excava- 
tions shown by Profile No. 3, Plate 23, and No. 1, Plate 24. 
On two :or three occasions the Russian shells struck these cais- 
sons .and exploded the.m. 

■ The .steep batir given to their slopes will be noticed in ail 
these drawings. Occasionally (as at Redoubt No. 7) gabions were 
used to revet the traverses and embrasures, hut usually there 
was no revetment ;■ the soil was a stiff, yellowish clay, admitting 
a batir of 5 or 6 to 1. 

Btmicm Foftificaiiom at PlemicL 

The* types of Russian fortifications at Plevna are shown on 
Plate 25. Fig. 1 represents, a redoubt for tlnee guns, and 5, 
one for infantry alone. There were two tiers of infantry fire, 
and the ditches were flanked by eapoiinieres. There were two 
ditches, one in front of each line of fire, in the works represent- 
ed by Pig. A, which feature does not appear in any of the 
Turkish works. There were two gorges, protected by a traveme, 
which at the same time served as a shelter for the reserve from 
front fire. Fig. 2 shows a lunette, with traverse and trenches 
on either side for the reserve. Profile No. Y shows the trench 
or covered way which ran continuously from the Grivitza works 
to those on the Radischevo heights. In rear of this at intervals 
were works for the shelter of the reserve shown in Fig. 3. 
These afforded no protection to plunging fire, and were in this 
respect inferior to those of the Turks constructed for a similar 
purpose (Redoubt 38, Plate 24). The normal form of batteiy is 
shown in ■ Fig. 4. These batteries usually contained 8 or 12' 
guns, and were without traverses, the great superiority of the 
Russian artillery in numbers and weight to that of their oppo- 
nents rendering them almost unnecessary. ■ 

Ad/rianople. 

The fortified' camp surrounding the city of Adrianople, 
although'it.:waS': abandoned without assault or siege, was one of 
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great 'strengtli. 'TLe terrain resemWed tliat of Pleyna in its 
general f eatnres, i. e., a ■ town lying n^r .tLe ‘ bants of a riyer 
and surrounded by Mils from 300 to 400 feet &i heigbt and coy- 
ered witli yineyardsj trees, and brnsb ; on tbe opposite side of 
tbe river a flat plain. The works consisted of 24 redoubts, witb- 
ont connecting trendies, of wMcb 19 were on the hills and 5 on 
the plain ; . they were constructed comparatively at leisure, upon 
plans and under tlie supervision of Blum Pasha, formerly an 
officer of engineers in the Prussian service; in location they 
equaled those at Plevna, but were in no way better; but in 
construction they were far more solid, and the traces showed 
great originality and an excellent adaptation to the site. The 
prevailing type was a circular redoubt (sometimes containing a 
cavalier or reduit), with traverses containing bomb-proof maga- 
zines between each pair of guns, surrounded with a polygonal 
ditch with banquette for infantry fire ; the gorge was closed by 
an exterior traverse in the form of a semicircle, usually amnged 
for one gun and for infantry fire. The varieties of this type 
are shown, in plan and profile, on Plate 23. The soil was a clay, 
but not so stiff as that at Plevna, and revetments were used, of 
fascines, timber, and masonry. The finish and workmanship of 
these works at Adrianople was most excellent. As already stated, 
they were not brought into action, and a theoretical discussion 
of the relative value of these traces and those at Plevna is not 
within the limits of this chapter. 

B%y%ik Tchehmedje; 

The lines at Buyuk Tchekmedje were planned and construct- 
ed by the same engineer (Blum Pasha) who built those at Adria- 
nople, and the traces and profiles are of the same character. 
These lines resemble the lines of Torres Yedras, but are far 
superiorfo them in natural strength. They are situated about 
twenty-five miles, by the road, from Constantinople; at this 
point the peninsula between the Sea of Marmora and the Black 
Sea is only twenty-four miles wide, and of this space the four 
miles nearest the Black Sea are occupied by a broad lake (Lake 
Derkos), and the, eight miles nearest the Sea of Marmora are 
occupied by an arm of that sea, reducing the actual width of 
the peninsula to twelve miles; and of this space one half is 
filled with marsh which is impassable for eight months in the 
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year, and the other half with a succession of broken hills cov- 
ered with brush and iifterspersed with little valleys filled with 
ponds and marshy. Behind this line of lakes, swamps, and 
thickets runs a ridge almost continuous from sea to sea, about 
700 feet high, open for the most part and sloping down to the 
marshes in a gentle glacis. Along this ridge there were at the 
close of the war thirty-three redoubts, disposed irregularly in 
three lines and connected by trenches. The works were incom- 
plete and the garrison, about 30,000 men, was insufficient, but 
they constituted a place of vastly greater strength than Plevna. 

Skobelefi’s troops arrived in front of these lines just as the 
armistice was signed. Had it not been signed, his orders were 
to make an assault, and had it been made it would have furnished 
most valuable military lessons upon the attack and defense of 
field works ; for on the one hand the position was not only the 
strongest in Turkey, but probably the strongest of its kind that 
was ever fortified, and on the other hand, it would have been 
stormed by that General among the Russians who had the most 
experience and the best appreciation of the nature of such as- 
saults, and by troops that were the veterans of Lovtcha, Plevna, 
and Sbipka. The assault, however, was not made, and many 
thousand men who would have lost their lives therein still live ; 
but the question of the impregnability of field works is still an 
open one. 

These works have been increased and completed and (proba- 
bly) armed by the Turks since the war, and constitute the first 
line of defense of Constantinople. No other capital in tfie 
world possesses such a line of defense, and when, completed, 
armed, and garrisoned in sufficient strength (about 75,000 men) 
it may fairly be deemed impregnable — except to a nation pos- 
sessing a navy capable of controlling the Black Sea and Sea of 
Marmora, and a fleet of transports sufficient to land troops in 
rear of its flanks. 

Shumla omd Mustchuh. 

The fortifications at Shumla and Rustchuk were not attacked 
during the war. They were both intrenched camps, one com- 
prising eighteen and the other twenty outlying redoubts, and an 
old masonry enceinte of veiy little use at present. The traces 
were irregular polygons, the profiles of great strength, and the 
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reretraents largely of masonry.- THese worts^ as well as tliose 
of Silistiia and Varna, are all to be-raz^, aicording to the terms 
of Art. 11 of the treaty of Berlin. 

2. DEFENSE OE MOUNTAIN PASSES, 

The best constructed works for the defense of the mountain 
passes were those erected by the Turks along the Balkans in the 
vicinity of Sophia. As already explained (Chapter YII., Part 2, 
ante) they had three positions or lines of defense along the 
high-road from Plevna to Sophia as it wound through the 
mountains, viz., Pravetz-Etropol, Orkhanie-Lukovitza, and Ara- 
ba Konak. These lines consisted of works of strong profile 
for artillery and for infantry, constructed on the sides of the 
mountain in such way as to enfilade the various windings of the 
road. As a rule, the works were batteries with straight epaul- 
ments and small flanks ; the ditch being from 4 to 9 feet deep 
and the parapet 6 feet in relief and 10 feet in thickness, in 
places where the slope was sufficiently slight to give room for 
this construction ; but on steeper slopes there was no ditch, and 
the parapet was formed of the material dug out in rear in order 
to get space for a terreplein. 

In the Araba Konak position, however, there was a line of 
redoubts six in number, running along the main crest of the 
mountain and about 1,500 yards apart ; the two flank redoubts, 
one of which was on the road, were the strongest, as it was in 
front of them only that any approach was possible, but all the 
redoubts could bring their long-range fire to hear along the 
road. The redoubt which blocked the road was of most solid 
and excellent construction. It mounted but two guns, one at 
the front angle of the work and one on a cavalier in the center ; 
in' front of each gun the parapet was circular and pierced with 
three embrasures whose axes were radii of the circle — ^the advan- 
tage of this construction being that both guns had a wide circle 
of fire without weakening the parapet by giving too great a splay 
to the embrasures. ' A few hundred yards in front and lower 
down' the "mountain were trenches for infantry in several tiers. 

In the position near Orkhanie there was, a work of somewhat 
novel construction, being a -straight epaulment for infantry and 
artillery combined (see Pig. 14, Plate 26); ib was about 260 
yards long and was pierced for 6. guns, thus leaving a space of 
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over, 40 yards between tbe gnus, wMcb space was occupied by 
tbe infantry; each. |Tin®'was protected by a traverse on either 
side of it carried, back about 3 yards from the interior crest^ 
so that the gnn fired, so to^ speak, from a hole protected on the 
three exposed sides. ' 

In general the characteristic features of all these works in 
the mountains were asuccession of tiers of fire, both for infantry 
and artfllery, rising to a height of 500 feet or more on the 
mountain side (the various works being connected with good 
roads), and an abundant use of traverses. There were but few 
bomb-proofs, and these wholly for ammunition ; the other bomb- 
proofs would probably have grown had the troops remained 
long in the works. 

As narrated in Chapters VII. and IX., all these works near the 
Sophia road were turned by the flank, causing their evacuation, 
and none of them were assaulted. They afford therefore very 
few practical lessons. 

The works at SMpka on the other hand were constructed 
during more than four months of almost incessant combat ; hut 
the site was so peculiar and the soil so difficult to work that 
they afford instances of military curiosity rather than lessons of 
wide and general application. 

The nature of the topography and the position of the batteries 
at SMpka have already been described in Chapter lY. (See Plate 
13.) The Eussians, as there stated, occupied a narrow cramped 
position along the ridge of the high-road, and the Turks nearly 
surrounded them in a semicircle on the neighboring ridges; 
the soil on both sides was rocky and there were woods on the 
ground held by the Turks. 

The Eussians were thus exposed to fire from three sides, 
and this, together with their contracted space, necessitated a 
most curious shape for their batteries. 

" Pig. 1,' Plate 26, represents the ^VSteeh battery ” on Mount 
St. Nicholas ; it f aced in the ffirection of Little. Berdek Moun- 
tain and "was commanded' from Sugar Loaf .Hill and Woody 
Mountain, on both sides and in ' the rear ; hence the traverses 
were supplemented by an L in the rear, but, as the Turks gradu- 
ally extended their positions along Bald Mountain Eidge, and 
the fire in thevear' became heavier, an additional longitudinal 
traverse was added. ' . 
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Fig. 2 rispresents tlie Central Battery/’ whicL was exposed 
to the fire of the Turkish batteries on b#th ^sflanks ; it consisted 
of two parallel epaulments connected by one in the form of a 
semicircle. The piece in front fired in three directions through 
one of these embrasures ; the other pieces fired in opposite di- 
rections by moving from one epaulment to the other. The 
Eound Battery ” ^ig. S) difEered from the Central ” in haw 
ing a longitudinal traverse between and parallel to the two 
epaulments confining each piece to one direction. 

Owing to the rocky nature of the soil, the Eussians made 
their epaulments of gabions filled with stones, or of simple piles 
of stones, Fig. 6. Fig. 4 represents the Storm Battery No. 1,” 
which was constructed wholly of gabions filled with stones. 
They also utilized large trees to construct bomb-proofs. 

Fig. 5 represents a rifle-pit, for two men, almost a full circle 
in shape, affording a protection to the height of 7 feet, and 
pierced with two holes, or embrasures, lined with stones. 

The Turkish works were much more extensive than those of 
the Eussians, owing to the greater extent of position held by 
them. They displayed very great ingenuity in overcoming the 
natural obstacles of the soil, and in adapting their batteries to 
the site. Fig. 7 represents the mortar batteries on the summit 
of the Sugar Loaf Hill. Three mortars were there placed in 
two batteries, one above the other, and in front of them were 
infantry trenches. These batteries, consisting of an epaulment 
and two flanks, were excavated in soKd rock (an argillaceous 
shale), and the height of the parapet was increased by a hurdle 
revetment fixed in the cracks of the rocks and filled with gravel 
(this latter was of more than doubtful utility). The infantry 
trenches (profiles 11 and 12) were formed in the same way of 
hurdles and gravel. Fig. 9 represents a battery for two guns 
on the Crowds Nest.” The battery was wholly excavated in 
the rocky soil, and as the natural slope was very gentle the sole 
of the embrasure had a length of S7 feet Between the pieces 
were bomb-proofs, also excavated in the soil, and a large tree 
on the flank was ingeniously utilized by digging out a natural 
bomb-proof' under its roots. 

Fig. 10 represents a battery of eight, pieces, on Little Berdek 
Mountain. Bomb-proofs were placed between the pieces, some- 
times horizontal and sometimes inclined, as shown in the pro- 
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files. Tlie reYetments were of hurdles and the r filling was 
graTel Kgs. 11 ■ and^ 12 represent the trenches connecting 
Woody Mountain and Bald Monntain. The trunks of trees 
were liberally used in these trenches, and occasionally they were 
disposed (Fig. 13) so as to form loopholes for the muskets. 

Fig. 8 represents, a battery, in the 'midst of this line of 
trenches, constructed in an abnormal but most ingenious man- 
ner. , It was. for two guns which pointed directly on the open 
part of the road between the Russian works on the Northern 
Hills., and Battery Potiagin, It was screened from the Russian 
batteries on the Central Hills by traverses on the right flank of 
each gun, these traverses and the epaulment being constructed 
of hurdles filled with sand; the embrasure was 8 feet long, 
only 1 foot wide on the interioT and 2 feet on the exterior. 
The guns could therefore be traversed only a few degrees. But 
they were designed only to sweep this particular piece of road, 
on which there were no Russian batteries ; and as the long nar- 
row embrasure could only be seen by some one exactly in the 
direction of the axis, and as the battery was surrounded by 
trees, it was never discovered by the Russians, who could have 
demolished its weak high traverses with a few shots. It was 
in fact a “ masked battery — ^of which we heard so much in 
1861 . ■ 

The peculiar features of these Turkish works, as is ap- 
parent at once from an inspection of the drawings, are the 
ingenious methods hy which the most was made of bad sites 
and a poor soil, the frequent use of rude but effectual bomb- 
proofs, and the constant employment of hurdles— the poorest 
of all revetments — and a filling of gravel and broken stone. 
That they served their purpose so well is due to the fact that 
the Russians were weak in artillery, that they had hardly any 
positions proper for its establishment, and, being suiTounded by 
the Turks, its fire was eccentric and therefore of little effect. 

3. FOBTIFIOATIONS OK AN OPEK FIELD ' OF BATTLE. 

The Russians began the campaign relying on their bayonets 
and despising the spade. , . 

The Turks, on the other hand, had an evident pride in their 
fortifications and a full appreciation, from the beginning, of their 
value. The characteristic feature of the Turkish works was 
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tlieir solidit;^ and the neatness of their finish ; those of the Eiis- 
sians (always excepting those built at Plevia after Todleben^s 
arrival) were usually as slight as possible^ and their general 
appearance was “ slonchy/’ as if constmcted by men who looked 
upon such work as servile drudgery. 

In the valuable report of General Kiou (referred to in the 
letter of transmittal^ from which copious extracts have been 
made in this chapter^ the following very just observation is 
made : 

“ It is the nature of the Russian soldier, when he stops for 
a month, to instal himself, in the matter of fortifications, as 
if he would remain but a day; whereas the Turk, stopping 
for a day, instals himself as if for a month.” 

Both sides perhaps carried their natural tastes to an extreme ; 
for the Turks constructed more than thirty works which were 
abandoned without firing a shot to one that was properly de- 
fended, and the Russians refused to employ the spade until its 
lessons had been forced upon them by a very rude experience 
of the murderous fire of modern breech-loaders from behind 
trenches. One side erred by excessive prudence and its bad ef- 
fect upon the morale of the men, and the other by recklessness 
and its attendant slaughter. 

After the bloody repulse of the Russians at Plevna on the 
30th of July, they fell back about twelve miles and took up 
a position extending from Tristenik to Poradim, with tlieir left 
flank thi’own forward to Zgalevitza and Pelishat (see Plate 17), 
and hastily fortified it. This position was attacked on its left 
flank by 25,000 men under Osman on the 31st of August (see 
pp. 226 and 227), and it sustained the attack, repelling the assail- 
ants with considerable loss. The character of these fortifications 
was very slight ; the artillery was disposed on the crests of low 
hills commanding the valleys of approach, usually in batteries 
of 4, 8, or 12 guns behind a single epaiilment without em- 
brasures, but as many as 30 guns being sometimes placed in one 
group. These epaulments were of a simple nature (see Fig. 17, 
Plate 26) and presented nothing remarkable. The employment 
of single guns behind a shelter trench with flanks and bonnets, 
in the manner laid down in the Austrian and French regulations, 
was never resorted to. The intervals between the batteries 
were occupied by lines of shelter trenches for infantry, and on 
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tlie brows of Mils tliese rose one above anotber in tiers. Tbe form 
of tliese trendies fFig£'15 and 16) offered notliing remarkable. 

The detacliinent under tbe Cesareviteli, forming tlie left wing 
of tlie ..armyy after its retreat in September took up a good de- 
fensive position behind the line of the IjObi, extending from 
Metdika on the Danube to Tabashka on the Loin (see Plate 14)5 
and in this position defeated all the attack^ of Snleimaids army. 
The position was fortified in the same way as the one Just de- 
scribed, i. e., with shallow, sunken batteries, for 4, 8 , or 12 pieces 
of artillery, and lines of shelter trenches for the infantry. The 
plans and profiles of these trenches closely resembled those in 
Pigs. 15, 16, and 17, Plate 26. There were here, however, two 
or three redoubts on points of commanding importance. 

The cases in which the Eussian troops under General Wil- 
Iielininof received an attack of the Turks in hastily made 
trenches and repulsed it with volley firing, inflicting a loss ten 
times greater than their own, have been fully described in the 
narrative of the campaign in Bulgaria (Chapters IX. and X,). 
These trenches were mere seratchings, about a foot deep and 
twice as wide, the loose earth being thrown up in front ; and 
they are striking examples of what steady troops, armed with 
breech-loaders, can accomplish behind a rude fortification. 

The Turks, in constructing their fortifications, aimed usually 
at works of a stronger character, and capable of a long defense. 
They would finish one large, strong redoubt and then begin the 
construction of another, and then a third, according to the time 
they had available, rather than throw a thin line of shelter trench 
over the whole position and then gradually strengthen all its 
parts. Their works, although admirable in eonstraction, required 
a great deal of time, and the. only instances where ' they fought 
behind trenches coiistru.cted in less than, 48 hours were at Plevna, 
July 20 th, and at Taskosen, December 31st. 

When they were forced to give battle at Pliilippopolis in the 
midst .of a retreat, they fought for three days in the open field, 
taking advantage of rocks, ditches, and hedges, but without eon- 
striicting any trenches. . 

. The .question of equipment of the infantry soldier , with 
implem.ents for fortification is one of the most important ones 
connected with this general, subject, and may properly be con- 
sidered here. , * . 
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Ooneerrdfig tlie Turkisli equipment I am unable to say any- 
tbing definite. I never saw their soldiers fdead^ woilndedj or 
prisoners) provided "with any portable spades^ and my impres- 
sion is that the latter were furnished in the same manner as 
their rations and tentSj i. e.^ by transportation in country wag- 
ons obtained by requisition^ and like them they were abandoned 
in large quantities. %In the Eussian infantryj before the warj 
every company (numhering about 200 men) was provided with 
the following tools^ viz.^, 16 axes, 10 shovels, 6 picks and spades, 
1 crowbar. 

They were all carried in the company wagons. 

A company of sappers had ; the following tools, viz., 103 
shovels, 30 picks,; 16 crowbars, n axes, 8 scythes. 

These tools were ordinarily carried in the wagons, but were 
of such shape that they could be carried on the person if neces- 
sary. 

It is thus seen that there was almost no provision in the way 
of tools for hasty field fortification, and that there was also a 
great lack of instructed men to supervise the construction of 
trenches, since there were only 3,000 sappers with the army of 
200,000 men which began the war (see p. 148). This want was 
felt more or less keenly throughout the whole campaign, espe- 
cially during the early days of the fighting at Shipka, and in 
the battles of Plevna.' General Skobeleff, in his report of Ms 
attack on the two redoubts near the town of Plevna on Septem- 
ber llth (see pp. 247-255), complains very much of the lack of 
intrenching tools. ' When the investment of Plevna was' begun: 
a large iiuiiiber of spades and 'shovels were of course sent for- 
ward from Russia and Eoumania and distributed, to the troops. 
After the surrender of Plevna' General Skohelefi ordered the 
men in Ms division to keep these spades and shovels and carry 
them' on their persons ; every man- carried an implement of some 
kind, about 85 per cent, being. spades or shovels, 10 per cent 
picks, and the rest, axes, etc. His division marched with these 
on their backs from Plevna to Constantinople ; they were slung 
over the back, the' handle projecting above the left shoulder and 
the spade below the right hip, and were attached to the shoulder 
with a piece of ' string, a strap, a piece of old tent, or anything 
else that was available ; they were heavy (weigMng over 5 lbs.), 
they were uncomfortable, they were in every way inconvenient, 
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.biit eacli mm liad learned by hard experience to€eel tliat Ms 
individual life depended upon Ms musket and Ms spade— and 
lie took good care to lose neither the one nor tlie other. ‘ITieii 
the small .^'^Liniieiaan^^^ spade .was issued to. .these men while 
they were .camped, in front 'of Constantinople, their officers 
asked them what they . thought of it, and they replied laughingly 
that. “ it ■wouM make a very good soup , spi^on ! ”, 

Other divisions equipped themselves with intrencMng tools 
, during, the campaign in the .same way as Skobelefi^s, to .a, greater 
or. less extent, depending on. the Division Commander. : - At the 
close of the campaign ^Hhe Linneman”.' spade was issued to the 
troops. 

The' propriety of combining an intrenching , took of some^ 
..kind .with a .bayonet has been- quite as, much discussed and ex- 
perimented upon in Europe as- in America. Various devices, 
such as a trowel bayonet, saw bayonet, etc., as well as using the 
bayonet and .its , .scabbard as.- a -handle for a spade, ..wMch would 
at ordinary times, be carried in a pouch: slung from the. belt, 
have . all been tried and all uniformly rejected. The 'question .of 
abandoning, the bayonet is at present under discussion, especially 
in Germany, but no .nation has yet made up its mind to^ it. 
Concerning, tMs. sub j,ect .1 can. add nothing to what was ., con- 
tained in '.the report which I.„had the honor to make in May, 
..„ 1.8.78, in. reply to a. demand therefor from General Sherman, 

■ viz., That, although the bayonet may be rarely used, although 
. the percentage of wounds from it to those from the bullet may 
be very smaU, although it adds a pound to the 50- lbs. or more 
which the soldier has to carry on the march, and something less 
than a dollar to the cost of^ the musket, yet in a well oondueted 
. msauM it still ie possible for the assailants to reach the defenders^ 
trench and come to Kandrtodiand blows^ amd then the side which 
hasihebayomt will winif the other side has it.not ; andffi one 
battle is won by its aid, the cost of a million bayonetS' and all 
the 'trouble entailed in transporting them have' been more than 
repaid. With us the habitual and so to speak daily use of our 
army in Indian warfare prevents us .from considering the equip- 
ment of the troops -purely from the standpoint - of its. effective- 
ness in great battles.: In Indian warfare there is a maximum of 
marching and a minimum of hard fighting'; in a great' war it is 
exactly the ueverse. On the . plains or in the^ mountains — ^in any 
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unsettled eomtry— a sort of universal tool, comprising a saw, a 
liatcliet, etc., is not only always liandy, bnf almost indispensable ; 
tbe Indiaii method of warfare is one in wMcb band-to-liand 
fights are much , more rare than in great battles,, in fact they 
hardly ever occur. The result is that a compromise such as the 
trowel bayonet is popular with the great majority of officers. 
This compromise too], injures the bayonet and injures the gun, 
is most useful as a hatchet, but of no service as an intrenching 
tool except to throw up the very slightest shelter and that in 
soft ground. It may be taken for granted that not only our- 
selves but every other nation will, in considering this subject in 
time of peace, give more prominence to tbe inconvenience of a 
large long-handled spade, which inconvenience exists at all 
times, than to the necessity for a thoroughly efficient intrench- 
ing tool, which is only impressed upon the mind by actual indi- 
vidual experience in war itself. “We may look then to see every 
nation adopting in time of peace some half measure, such as the 
short-handled small spade, the trowel bayonet, etc., but it is 
more than probable that the next great war on this continent, or 
in Europe, will bring about the same practical experience as the 
one in Turkey, viz., that all personal inconvenience must be 
sacrificed to the vital necessity of having the most efficient in- 
trenching tools, i. e., a common pick and a big spade, and that, 
once convinced .of their great value, the troops will carry them 
most cheerfully. 

At present the ^^Linneman” spade has been adopted for 
infantry troops either definitely or as an experiment by'G-er- 
many, Austria, France, and Eussia. ' This spade as adopted in 
the Kussian service is shown in detail in Plate 26, and along- 
side of it the long-handled spade of the Eussian sappers. The 
leather pouches in which they are carried are also shown ; the 
Linneman spade hangs from the waist-helt behind the right hip, 
with the handle down ; the long-handled spade has the handle 
up, the pouch hanging from the back of the waist-belt and the 
handle projecting above the shoulder and steadied by a strap 
fastened to a shoulder-belt. 

The. Linneman spade has a blade 7 x 5|- inches, and a handle 
12| inches long; its weight is from. 1.5 to 1.7 lbs, (.70 to .77 
kilogramme) without the pouch, or 2.1 to 2.3 lbs. with it 
Two sides have a fine edge, and the third is a saw. Its total 
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lengtlij being about half a metetj forms a coiiTeiafeii.t unit for 
laying off measiir& iif working, ' 

. The sapper spade has a blade 10 x 7f inchesj and a handle 
34 inches long; its weight is 4 lbs. without the pouch and 
486 lbs, with it. 

As General Brialmont^ says: ^^The Linneman spade has 
many good qnalitieSj but it lias also all tli$ defects of an imple- 
ment intended for several nses.’^ 

After weighing its merits and defects^ howeverj he decides 
unqualifiedly in favor of it as against the long-handled spadej on 
acconnt of the inconvenience attending the transpoiiation of 
the latter by the men. 

The principal objections to the Linneman spade are that the 
blade is small ; the saw and hatchet edges will be of no use after 
they have been used in the ground ; the handle is so short that 
the men have to work in a cramped position on their knees and 
can not get a proper purchase upon it to develop their whole 
strength, and can only throw the earth a short distance. Great 
mimhers of experiments have been made to determine the rela- 
tive ainoimt of work which the two spades can accomplish in 
the same time, and the relative amount of time required to con- 
struct the same works ; in these experiments the Austrians took 
the lead, prior to their adoption of the Linneman spade in 1874, 
the Germans have followed, and the Eussians also since the war* 
The result of the Eussian experiments made in the summer of 
1878 is shown in the following table : 



Cross section of ex- 

TIME. 


feet. 

ttiimemftn spade, j 

Sapper spade. 

Shelter trench 

1.5 

h, m. 

0 8 

h. ra. 

0 vr 

0 80 

Shelter trench 

4.5 

0 30 

Intrenchmeat. 

9 

0 54 

0 46 

Eedoubt.. 

66.5 

8 4G 

2 85 

Batteiy.. 

t4 

2 19 

1 56 



For the shelter trenches and intrenchment the men were in 
one row, for the redoubt in three rows,, and for the battery in 
five rows ; in each row the men were one pace (28 inches) 'apart, 
and in all cases they were divided into two reliefs, changing 
every 20 minutes, 

^For a very full discussion of this subject see chapter 3 of “La Fortification du 
Oliamp de Bataille,” by Lieutenant-General A. Brialmonfc, Chief of Engineers in the 
Belgian army, and author of several works on fortification. 
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These e^xperiments, wMcli give the same general results as 
those made in Austria and elsewhere, slU^w^hat for the shallow 
shelter trench the small spade is more convenient than the 
large one, and accomplishes the work in less time ; but for 
larger works, where the earth needs to be broken up in as large 
shovelfuls as possible and thrown to some distance, the large 
spade is decidedly superior to the small one, and performs the 
same work in two tliirds of the time. 

In regard to the number of implements to be carried, the 
Austrians and Eussians have adopted the principle that every 
file shall carry one spade (or 1 to every 2 men), the Germans 
every second file (or 1 to every 4 men), and that picks, in the 
proportion of about 10 per cent, and large spades in the proportion 
of 25 per cent, of the portable spades, and a certain number of 
axes, shall be carried in the company wagons. On the basis of the 
Austrian and Eussian regulations, since the soldier occupies 22 
inches in line and 28 inches when at work with the spade, three 
half platoons of each company would do the intrenching, the 
front and rear ranks relieving each other, and the fourth half 
platoon wonld be in reserve, guard the muskets, or he thrown 
forward as skirmishers. 

Each of the three nations above mentioned has also adopted 
a regulation prescribing that a certain number of picks, large 
spades, and axes shall be carried in the company wagons by the 
cavalry. But, during the campaign, in several Eussian cavalry 
divisions there were formed detachments of mounted sappers 
and pioneers, which carried portable intrenching tools on their 
saddles, and it is probable that the same plan will be adopted in 
every future war. The utility of such detachments is beyond 
(question in clearing roads, in destroying railroads, in seizing 
some commanding point and hastily fortifying it until the arrival 
of the infantry, etc., etc. 

To sum up this matter of equipment of infantry with in- 
trenching tools, it may be stated that, as the result of our civil 
war and of the European wars of 1866, 18*70, and 1877, every 
great military nation on the Continent has now adopted the 
short-handled Linneman spade, to be constantly carried by a 
certain portion of the infantry, and a number of long-handled 
spades and picks, to be carried in reserve in the company wagons. 


CHAPTER II. 


ATTACK OF FOBTIFIED POSITIONS. 

The first essential to success in an assault npon a fortified 
position iSj of course, a numerical superiority of forces on tlie 
part of the assailants. Tfie rapidity of fire of breecWoaders 
lias so increased tlie relative strength, of troops defending a line 
of works, that this superiority must at least be 50 per cent., in 
order to warrant any hope of success. In every case in which 
the Russians were successful in their assaults, their superiority 
was as great or greater than this. If the weaker side wishes to 
gain a battle, it can only hope to do so by choosing a position 
favorable for defense, fortifying it, and compelling an attack by 
the enemy. 

The Russian regulations, as well as those of other countries, 
prescribe that the assault shall ^^be prepared by artillery,’’ i.e., 
that the defender’s position shall be bombarded for several 
hours, the duration of this cannonade to depend on circum- 
stances. Its objects are — 1. To silence the defender’s artillery; 
2. To destroy or injure his works ; 3. To inflict such a loss upon 
him as to demoralize his men. 

The first object can be attained sooner or later, depending 
on the defender’s strength in artilleiy*; the second, as was 
abundantly proved in our civil war no less than in' Turkey, can 
not be attained; after months of bombardment, field-works will 
still afford ample protection for infantiy fire, and the injury of 
a day can always be practically repaired in a night. The third 
object may or may not be possible of attainment, depending 
upon the extent of the defender’s works and the number of 
bomb-proofs with which they are provided. 

The old q^uestion, whether this bombardment accomplshes 
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any good purpose, or wlietlier it is preferable to make tlie 
attack during the nigM or at .early datm^^witlioiit giving any 
warning by tbe use of artillery, bas received very little elucida- 
tion in tbe recent war. At- Plevna, after three days’ bombard- 
ment by artillery four times superior in number to that of tbe 
Turks, tbe Russians were defeated in an assault with terrible 
losses. On tbe ot|j.er band, at Lovtcba a nine hours’ bombard- 
ment of tbe Turkish bnes (much weaker than those of Plevna, 
and without bomb-proofs) did greatly demoralize tbe defenders, 
and pave tbe way for a completely successful assault. Still, 
again, Kars, a place equal or superior to Plevna in natural and 
artificial strength, was carried by infantry in an open assault 
during tbe night — an assault as heroic as it is unusual in mili- 
tary annals. And at Sbipka, Skobelefi’s troops stormed the 
Sbenovo lines in daylight, without any artillery at all, and com- 
pelled tbe surrender of an army of nearly 40,000 men as tbe 
result of a single battle. It should be remembered, also, that 
at tbe assault of Plevna (September lltb), Skobeleff did carry 
tbe works in bis front (Redoubts Nos. 11 and 12), and that 
be was driven out tbe next day because these works were 
open to tbe rear, and were commanded on every side by other 
Turkish works. His attack succeeded ; but as it bad not been 
directed upon a commanding point, be was obBged to relin- 
quish all the ground that be bad acquired. (See pp. 247-255, 
ante.) 

Tbe only conclusion to be drawn from these discordant 
results would seem to be that for weak lines without bomb- 
proofs, artillery may serve a very useful purpose in preparing 
tbe attack ; for strong lines with bomb-proofs it is of very little 
if of any use ; and that it may be possible for a sldllM, ener- 
getic commander to make a successful assault without any 
artillery at all. 

Before speaking of tbe infantry formation for tbe assault it 
must be premised that tbe traditions of tbe Russians are for tbe 
tactics of tbe shock ” followed by the bayonet ; and such tra- 
ditions die bard. But tbe shock of heavy columns is powerless 
before tbe rain of bullets poured out by breech-loading mus- 
kets. A modification- of tbe Russian tactics of the Crimean 
war was therefore made after tbe war of 1870. Altliougb tbe 
lessons of our ci^dl war have been but little regarded by Eu- 
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ropeaa amiies (partly due to the lack of authoritative, reports 
on the subject froit' our own War ■Depai’tment and partly due 
to other causes), yet the campaigns of 1866 and 18‘TO made a 
profound iiiipression and induced a change in the tactics of 
every European nation* ' Fighting in dispersed lines became the 
order' of the day, and the Prussian company eoluinii* was 
adopted as the formation .previous to actual firing, in place of 
the deeper columns of battalions or regiments. The state of 
the Eiissiaii regulations on this subject, as they existed in ISto, 
has been given in the chapter on Tactics (see pp. 128 to 132, 
anti)* 

These regulations prescribe that the attack shall be made in 
open order, the battalion being formed in two lines of company 
columns (the companies of the first line being deployed in line 
or formed in column by platoons, and those of the second line 
in column by platoons or half platoons); at the signal “ deploy,” 
the companies of the first line send forward each a half platoon 
(one eighth of a company) as skirmishers, in groups or swarms ” 
of fours; the first line of companies follows the swarms at a 
distance of 300 paces, and if necessary sends forward additional 
sections to replace losses in the skirmish line ; the second line 
of companies follows at a distance of 300 to 400 paces from 
the first line; the fifth or rifle company of each battalion 
remains in reserve, and at the proper moment is deployed 
around the flanks to follow up the retreat of the enemy, in case 
of success, or to receive his counter attack, in case of failure. 
The swarms” in the skirmish line run forward with rushes of 
50 paces at a time, then lie down under cover if possible, begin 
firing, regain their breath, and run forward again. 

This formation therefore prescribes three lines for the baji- 
talion, viz., the skirmish line, or “ swarms,” the supports, con- 
sisting of the first line of companies, and the reserve, consisting 
of the second line of companies. The tactics also permitted 
another formation, viz., the battalion in simple line preceded 
by its rifle company deployed- as skirmishers. These formations 
are shown in the following figures ; 

* For a thorough analysis of the nrassian company column, see an article on 
the subject by General Umory Upton in the ‘‘International Keriew” for May, 18*76 
(Vol. II. , p. 302); also Ms report on “ The Armies of Asia and Europe,” p. 2^0, 
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Eegiment foemed in line, ■with Skiemishees. 

When large bodies of troops are assembled in battle there 
are three main lines ; the first composed of one or more bat- 
talions of each regiment disposed as jnst described ; the second 
composed of the remaining battalions of the regiment in com- 
^ pact column, tinder shelter as near as possible to the troops 
engaged ; the third composed of the general reserye, one third 
to one fourth of the whole force, in compact battalion columns 
(nsnally double column on the center), at such points in rear of 
the line as the Oommander-in-Chief may designate, and under 
Ms sole orders. 

For ' the manoeuvres near St. Petersburg in the summer of 
1876, a slight change was introduced in the tacticS'; the division 
of the ' company into 2 platoons, 4 half platoons, and 8 sections, 
was changed to 2 half companies, 4 platoons, and 16 sections. 
The battalion of 4 companies was formed for the attack in two 
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lines of companj columns (witli platoon front) at SOO yards 
distance. At the sigifal ^^deploy,” each company of the first line 
sent ; a half eompany forward 200 paces, and then ;the half 
company sent forward 2 sections (one fourth of its strength) as 
sMmiishers, and reenforced the skirmishers hy other sections as 
necessary. 

■ This formation was afterward adopted for ^11 the 4-battalioii 
regiments of the army ; it is a modification in detail only of the 
formation previously given, nnd it had but Httle bearing on the 
campaign in Europe, since nearly all the troops there engaged 
were 3-battalion regiments. 

Such were the regulations and the tactics in which the Ens- 
sian troops were drilled at the outbreak of the war. 

At the first battle in which they were engaged, viz., the 
passage of the Danube at Sistova on the night of June 26th~ 
2Yth, a regular formation was not possible. General Dragomirof, 
commanding the 14th Division, which made the passage, makes 
the following remarks in his report : The characteristic feature 
of the combat of the 15th (2Jth) was that the first troops en- 
gaged did not form whole battalions, nor companies, nor even 
platoons ; on landing the troops formed themselves into impro- 
vised groups; . . . each group observed attentively what its 
neighbors were doing, each regulating its movements by those 
of the others, and lending each other a mutual support. 

“ It was not possible to think of forming a general reserve 
until after the passage of the last detachments of the 14th Divi- 
sion, i. e., about 9:30 a. m., nearly eight hours after the beginning 
■ of the action.” 

It will he remembered that the passage of the Danube cost 
the Eussians only about 800 men ; and one of the chief causes of ^ 
the smallness of the loss and of the success of the action may be 
found in the individuality displayed in the manner of fighting. 

At the next battle, viz., the assault of the works surrounding 
hfikopolis, and the capture of that place and its garrison by the 
IX. Corps under General Kriidener, on July 15th and 16th, a 
more compact order was observed. In General Kriidener’s re- 
port it is stated that the 18th Kegiment, which attacked dhe 
Turks on the west side of the /Osma, advanced with two bat- 
talions in line, two batteries being in ' the interval, and ^ one 
hattaHon in reserve.' " The regiment^- moved forward ■ to the as- ' 
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saiilt aftqf a sliort fusillade, and drove -.tlie Turks from five suc- 
cessive positions, altkougli covered on^kep' front, and afterward 
on tkeir rigkt flank, by shells from ■■the:'TTirkish batteries. The 
troops which assaulted the works on the east bank of the Osma 
and near the town, moved forward approximately in the order 
prescribed by the regulations, i. e., a line of skirmishers followed 
by a line of companies, and finally by the reserve. Two attacks 
were defeated, and only the third, in which nearly all the re- 
serve was engaged, was successful. The Tmteh resistance in 
this instance, however, was not very stubborn. Among the 
7,000 men who surrendered there were only 300 wounded ; the 
total losses of the Eussians were about 1,300. 

In Gourko’s first expedition over the Balkans in July, there 
was no serious fighting until he was obliged to retreat before 
the army of Suleiman Pasha. Previous to that time his troops 
had been engaged mainly in cavalry raids for cutting the tele- 
graphs and railroads and in the skirmishes incident to that ser- 
vice ; when tliis retreat began it was principally remarkable for 
the good use made of the cavalry in defending a position on 
foot, and then retreating rapidly to another position, and for the 
stubbornness shown by the Bulgarians in disputing the advance 
of the Turks. 

The defense of the Shipka position involved no tactical 
manoeuvres; the Eussians merely stood their ground on a line 
of rocky hills and tried to keep the Turks from gaining posses- 
sion of them. 

At the first battle of Plevna, July 20th, the troops were 
formed in the prescribed manner, i. e,, two lines of company 
columns— the first of which sent forward its skirmishers — and 
^ a reserve, the artillery being posted in the intervals. 

This battle, however, is not worth considering as an illustra- 
tion of tactical formations, for in it 7,600 men attacked 25,000 
without reconnoitering their strength- or position ; such an attack 
was doomed to utter failure and great loss, no matter in what 
formation the troops were placed. 

At the second battle of Plevna, July 30th, about 30,000 
men attacked a f orce of over 40,000, The battle began with a 
bombardment lasting from 8:15 a, m. to 2:40 p. m. The troops 
were formed in the 'usual manner. There were two attacks 
against the Grivitza redoubt, one on the right, or north of the 


,446 


COHCLUSIOKS. 


redoiibtjj and the other on the left, or southeast of it; in the fi.rst 
the sMiinishers reach<!id parapet' of the redoubt and engaged 
in a hand-to-hand fight ; their supports, consisting of three bat- 
talions, marched forward, says, the official account, deployed in 
line. perfect order and singing/’ But before they had had 
.time to reach the -redoubt they lost considerably over a third of 
their strength, and they stopped and fell back— what -was left of . 
the skirmishers ' joining in their retreat. A 'battalio'n was then 
sent forward from the reserve, and subsequently a second; this 
constituted' *'an entirely new artack, having no direct relatio'ii to 
the first, which was wholly finished and defeated ; the troops 
reached the ditch and kept up a fight with the defenders at a 
few paces distance until nightfall, when, being unsuccessful in 
their efforts to get over the parapet, they were obhged to with- 
draw. The troops attacking this redoubt on the left or south- 
east met such a deadly fire that they could not reach the re- 
doubt; the men fell in such numbers that the bodies of the 
dead and wounded interfered with any movement” 

The attack on the left flank against the redoubts of the mid- 
dle group was made in a similar manner, but with somewhat 
more of tactical unity; it succeeded in gaining possession of 
two redoubts, but there were no reenforcements available, and 
at nightfall the order was given to retreat. 

At the battle of Lovtcha, September 3d, 23,000 Russians 
attacked about 15,000 Turks. The artillery cannonade lasted 
from 5 A. M. to 2:30 p. m. The assault was then made by the 
infantry, formed in two lines of company columns preceded by 
skirmishers ; it was completely successful, and by nightfall it 
had destroyed one fourth of the defenders and put the rest to 
a disorderly flight. The following order of the day, given by - 
Greneral Skobeleff to Ms troops the evening before the battle, 
contains many useful Mnts : 

111 the fil-st part of the action which is about to take place 
the preponderating role belongs to the artillery. The order of 
attack be communicated to the chiefs of batteries, who are 
recommended not to scatter their artillery fire. When the 
infantry moves forward to the attack the artillery will support 
it with all its efforts. Special , vigilance ■ is then necessary ; the 
fire will he accelerated if the enemy should unmask any reserves, 
and pushed . to. its 'utmost limit... if the attacking column meets 
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any nnfor^een obstacles. ’ Wben tbe distance permits^ siirapiiel 
will be used against tlie enemy’s tr^chfs and troops. The 
infantry must avoid disorder, in tbe struggle, and make a careful 
distinction between tbe forward movement and tbe attack. Do 
not forget tbe necessity of aiding yonr comrades at any sacri- 
fice. Do not waste yonr cartridges. Eemember that tbe nature 
of the conntry renders it very difi&cnlt to supply ammunition. 
I mention once m(?re to the infantry the necessity of order and 
silence in fighting. Do not cry ^hurrah’ until you are close to 
the enemy and are preparing to charge him with the bayonet. 
I call the attention of all the soldiers to the fact that in an 
intrepid attack the losses are a minimum, and that a retreat, 
especially a retreat in disorder, results in great losses and in 
shame. 

^^This order will be read in every company in so far as it 
concerns the infantry.” ■ . 

At the third battle of Plevna, September lltb, the Russians 
were at last numerically superior, the relative forces of infantry 
being about 74,000 to 56,000. The assault was preceded by an 
artillery cannonade of niore than three days’ duration ; it began 
at 6:30 a. m. September 8th, and was kept up without intermis- 
sion during daylight, and at intervals during the night, until 3 
p. M. September 11th, when the assaults were made. The Eou- 
manians and part of the Russian IX. Corps, which assaulted 
the Grivitza redoubts from three sides, were formed in the same 
manner as on July 30th ; the attack was made in the same dis- 
connected fashion as on that day, and met with nearly the same 
result, except that just at nightfall a simultaneous rush from 
two sides carried the assailants into one of the redoubts, where 
they got the best of the Turks in a hand-to-hand fight. 

The assault in the center against Redoubt No. 10 was made 
in two distinct efforts at intervals of more than three hours ; 
the second one was made by six battalions, of which four were 
deployed in line, with skirmishers about two hundred paces in 
front, the fifth in company columns at the center cf the line, 
and the sixth in reserve' under shelter at about 1,200 yards from 
the redoubt. When the line arrived within about 300 yards of 
the redoubt it halted and lay down to fire, the center battalion 
deploying into line; after a few^ minutes it got up and moved^ 
forward again in solid line and came very close to the redoubt, 
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the skimiisliers reacMng the ditch. But the ' fire, was^too strong 
for sneh a liiie^ and ^le jpaen were obliged to fall back^ one bat- 
talion baiting and cbeeiing a counter attack of tlie Turks. 'Tlie . 
battalion in reserve was brought' forward to their a.ssistanee5 but , 
was altogether too feeble to do anything but jo.in in the retreat 
to, its place of shelter. 

At the battle of Gorai-Dubnik, October 24rthj IS^OOO Eus- 
sians- attacked. 4,000 Turks occupying a redoifl}t of small profile 
with 'an outlying., lunette and a few trenches. The artillery 
,, cannonade lasted only from 9 to 10 a. m. The infantry was 
formed on three sides of the redoubt, in two lines of company 
columns and a reserve. It moved forward to the assault in this 
order, preceded by a line of skirmishers. The lunette and 
trenches were carried, bnt the men could not reach the redoubt ; 
they lay down in the ditch of the road and nnder other slight 
shelter, at distances varying from only 100 to 400 paces from 
the redoubt, and remained there, keeping up their fire whenever 
the defenders were visible. During the afternoon a second dis- 
jointed attack was made without success (see p. 275, ei seq,). 
Finally, about dark, a simultaneous rush was made from three 
sides, which gained possession of the work. The Turks had 
inflicted on the Enssians a loss nearly equal to the total strength 
of their own force, and had themselves lost about 35 per cent. 

The instances which have been given are the principal as- 
saults in the first half of the war ; they have been cited some- 
what at length, and in repetition of what has already been nar- 
rated in the accounts of the battles themselves, in order that the 
salient features of their tactics may be compared; and they 
present many points of resemblance. In nearly every case the 
troops were drawn up in two lines of company columns and a 
reserve. The skirmishers were sent forward, the first line fol- 
lowed at 150 or 200 paces distance, and then the second line. 
In no instance, however, does it appear that there was more than 
one line of sldrmishers ; behind them the troops marched with 
; dogged bravery, in solid line of two ranks, shoulder to shoulder, 
or in company columns with platoon fronts, far inside the line 
of lapid effective fire ; and they continned this march until the 
fire caused a break in their lines .■and a retreat, 'or until they 
reached the work after enormous losses, and held it as the result 
of a hand-to-hand . fight. The skirmish line was so small in 
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comparison svith the main force that it really amoxinted to no- 
thing, and the attack was in fact made ipsfiol^ Hne. The attack 
and the forward movement were not distinguished. This de- 
fective formation was the principal cause of the heavy losses. 

We next observe that, where attacks were made on two or 
more sides of a work, they were frequently made not simtdtane- 
ously, but one after the other ; so that the defenders were able 
to move from one siS.e of their work to another and repulse the 
attacks in detail. We also notice that the reserve was often sent 
forward, not just before the line began to waver, but after it 
was already in retreat. The effect of these dispositions was the 
same as if the attack had been made with only a portion of the 
force instead of the whole, since the new attack had to gain all 
over again what had been gained (and lost) in the first. 

In the latter part of the war (and also in Skobelefi’s attack 
at Plevna on September 11th) these faults, which experience 
had demonstrated, were not repeated. In all of Gourko’s opera- 
tions, during and after the passage of the Balkans, there was no 
instance in which a fortified position was assaulted in front; 
having a superiority of force, he threatened the enemy’s front 
(occupying their attention with the fire of a skirmish line, with 
strong supports posted in the nearest shelter), and turned their 
flanks, compelling their retreat — ^the tactics, in short, of Sher- 
man’s Atlanta campaign. The counter attacks of the Turks 
were received with careful, cool voUey-firing by half companies, 
delivered when the Turks were within 150 yards, and in every 
case attended with success. 

The two direct front assaults made by Skobeleff’s troops, at 
Plevna, September 11th, and in rear of Shipka, January 8th, 
wwe conducted in the following manner. The troops were 
formed under shelter, between 2,000 and 3,000 yards from the 
Turkish lines, in battalion masses (double column of half com- 
panies on the center). In beginning the action the rifle com- 
pany of each battalion was sent forward as a thin line of skir- 
mishers, half the company as skirmishers, and one platoon 
(quarter company) in column of half platoon behind the line, at 
a distance of not more than fifty paces, and constantly replacing 
its losses. About 200 paces behind the skirmishers came the first 
battalion, which moved forward in line, not touching elbows, 
but with intervals of about two paces (or less) between the men 
29 
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—a strong sHmisi. line in fact — each, company Imving three 
fourths of its streifgtMin line and one fourth Just hehind it^ in 
half platoon colnmUj to replace its losses. The men moved for- 
ward preserving a general alignment, hut each man taking ad- 
vantage, of any shelter that lay in Ms path, and firing from 
beMnd it, and then moving forward again. Another battalon 
followed in precisely the same order, at a 4istaiDLce of about SOO 
paces, so that the men could feel that there were supports coming 
behind them. 

The remaining battalion of the regiment was held in hand 
by the division commander nntil the fight developed itself, and 
it conld he seen where the most resistance was met, whether the 
enemy was bringing any troops on the flank, etc. ; the battalion 
was then directed on the point where it was most needed. 

The regiments on either side were sent forward in the same 
manner. 

Meanwhile the reserve regiment of the division, always 
under the control of the division commander, was kept under 
shelter as near as possible to the line ; as the troops already en- 
gaged, which had now merged into two lines (and at points 
where the resistance was greatest into one), began to move 
slowly, to halt, to waver, the reserve regiment or a portion of it 
was sent forward rapidly to the point where the fighting was 
hottest. 

In the course of a long conversation on this subject, General 
Skobeleff expressed bimself as follows (I quote from the rough 
notes made at the time) : The only formation in which troops 
can successfully assault intrenched positions is in successive lines 
of skirmishers. The division general must he perfectly thought- 
less of his own comfort or safety, and put Hmself between the 
skirmishers and the reserves where he can feel the pulse of the 
battle and have his troops in his own hand, and judge himself 
of '.the moment when the successive battalions in reserve should 
: he sent forward.' There are in every command a small percent- 
. age of cowards who will slink away at the first opportunity, a 
■certain number of men of rash bravery who will go too far for- 
ward and get killed, and the great majority of men of ordinary 
courage, but liable to waver as the fight gets hot. The reserves 
must be sent in at the moment when the reasonably brave men 
, have been long enough engaged and met with ;, enough, resist 
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ance to begiii toieel nerroiis, hut before' they have actually be- 
gun to retreat ; audit is in deciding upo^^tb# opportune moment 
for sending forward bis reserves tbat'tbe art of' a division com- 
mander consists.’’ 

Sucb are tbe opinions of tbe Greneral who made more open 
assaults than any other in this war, and who never failed in any 
one of them to cariy the works which he was ordered to attack. 
They are very different from the “shock” tactics of Snwarof 
and the deep columns of Napoleon at Wagram, but they suit 
tbe requirements and spirit of this age as those of Snwarof and 
Napoleon suited theirs. They only amplify but do not change 
in any way the lessons of our civil war ; and had these lessons 
been more carefully studied in Eussia there would have been 
far less slaughter around Plevna. 

Concerning the company column, which is the adopted 
formation for attack in every continental army, a few words 
may not be out of place. 

In ah civilized armies the tactical unit is the battalion, num- 
bering about 1,000 men. The continental nations, having large 
armies in time of peace as well as in war, unite four (or some- 
times three) battalions into a regiment, for purposes of economy 
in administering their affairs in common ; from the same motive 
of economy the number of officers is reduced by dividing the 
battalion into as few companies as possible, viz., four (or some- 
times five). The companies thus number 250 or 200 men ; and 
it is necessary to have a formation sufficiently compact for the 
whole company to be in reach of the captain and not so deep as 
to be cut to pieces by artillery fire ; this necessity has given rise 
to the “company column,” i. e., the formation of the company 
iif column of platoons (one fourth of its strength) at half distance. 
The front of the platoon (for a company of 250 men) is about 18 
yards, and the depth of the column about 32 yards. The 4 
companies formed in such column and placed with the heads of 
the columns in line and at deployingintervals, foim the battalion 
in company column — a most convenient formation under the 
circumstances. 

If now we examine our own service, we find that none of 
these circumstances exist. ' Our army is so small in time of 
peace that 4,000 men never have been brought together, and it 
may be safely said that they never will. According to the re- 
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turns of the Adjntant-Q’eneral of .February SSth, the army 
■of SSjOO.O .men ,wa^‘ scattered' at 140 garrisoned posts (exclusive 
of' arsenals)^ which therefore averaged 178 men at each. 'The 
:largest post (Fori Clarh, Texas) had 18 companies, or about 
1,000 men, being .paris of one artillery, two cavalry, and two in- 
fantry .regiments* Only one regiment in the whole service 
(.5th Infantry) was united. ^ 

.„ The adininistration of our service in time of peace is by 
.posts rather than by regiments, and the necessity of coinbini.ng 
several battalions into one regiment for piii*poses of economy in 
administration has no existence whatev6.r. The propriety of 
forming an' organization of several battalions in one regiment — 
which organization will exist only on paper in time of peace, 
and in time of war will be as new- as if it had never existed at 
all— is at least open to question. 

The large companies and small proportion of officers is also 
not in accordance with the necessities of our service. In time 
of peace, small detachments of ten or fifteen men are con- 
stantly being sent on scouts and other duty requiring the pres- 
ence of an officer ; in time of war we have always relied upon 
calling out large numbers of volunteers, and these require a 
greater proportion of officers than regularly drilled troops. 

For actual use in battle, the tactical unit (whether called a 
regiment or a battalion is immaterial) is 1,000 men all over the 
world* This our present regimental organization gives. 

In battle, also, the smaller companies, numbering 100 men 
each, are easier to handle than the larger ones which all Europe 
has copied from the economical Germans. The formation of 
each company into double column of fours on the center puts 
the regiment in a shape as convenient for handling as that of the 
battalion in company columns ; from this the regiment can be 
developed into line and the number ones sent forward as the 
: first, line of skirmishers, to be. re-enforced by the number twos 
or -threes ; or, without deploying the column, the numbers one 
of odd companies and four of even companies (the outside men 
of each colmiin) could he deployed as skirmishers. The com 
pany column and its method -- of forming skirmishers by one 
platoon followed by another, by which the men of different 
platoons and even of companies and battalions become mingled 
together in line, is at - best -.a -clumsy contrivance. Our present 
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tactics for sfeirmisMng, in wHcli-, one or more men of " eacli set 
of fours are sent forward. according- strength, of^ line 

required, is the simplest and most ejBfectiye which has ever- been 
devised; it admits a great variety of mancenvres without com- 
plication, and it meets more Mly than any other the conditions 
of attack imposed by the rapid fire and long range of the modern 
breech-loader ; it is -^e legitimate- outgrowth of the tactics on 
this continent, where fighting in open order first originated and 
where the tactics of the shock ” and deep columns never had 
an existence, and have left no traditions to be overcome in order 
to meet modern requirements. 

Concerning the use and the tactics of artillery and cavalry, 
there is little to be said as the result of the war in Turkey. 

The cavalry never fought in any great battle. In Courko’s 
first expedition over the Balkans it accomplished some purpose 
in cutting the railroads and telegraphs, and in covering G-ourko’s 
retreat ; during the latter it fought on foot on several occasions. 
After this the Eussian cavalry accomplished but little, and even 
failed on several occasions in its essential duty of keeping a con- 
stant touch of the enemy and a knowledge of his whereabouts. 
The lamentable failure of the large cavalry force assembled be- 
hind Plevna, under General Kriloff, for the purpose of inter- 
cepting supplies en route to that place, has been fully explained 
in the previous pages (263-267). There were also fine oppor- 
tunities throughout the campaign for cutting the Varna-Eus- 
tchuk railroad, whereby great annoyance might have been caused 
to the Turks; but they were not utilized. The employment of 
large bodies of cavalry (mounted) on the field of battle belongs 
to the order of shock tactics, whose day is wholly past. 
Ttere has been but one instance of it in the last twenty years, 
viz., at the battle of Gravelotte, where, under very peculiar cir- 
cumstances, the Prussians sacrificed a division of cavalry in order 
to obtain a result which could be gained in no other way, the 
infantry not yet having arrived on the field. The true use of 
cavalry in modern warfare was developed in our civil war, viz., 
ill scouting and reconnaissances, in independent raids against 
lines of communication and supply, in following up a retreat, 
and in doing its heavy fighting always on foot. ' Since 1865 
there has been nothing new on the subject. 

The Eussian artillery was numerous, being in the propor- 
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tion of 4 gtiBS to a battalion of I5OOO men ; and as the battalions, 
usually numbered froit! 500 to 750 men, its proportion was- ac« 
tuallj, from 6 to 8 guns per I5OOO men. During the winter 
campaign one liaK of the, artillery was temporarily left behind 
on the , northern slope of the Balkans .and took no part in the 
movements. Unlike the war of .1870, where the superiority of 
the Prussian artillery contributed very materially to the success 
of . the campaign, in the war in Turkey the Eiissian artillery, al- 
though greatly superio.r in numbers to that of the Turks, played 
but a minor part. At the battle of Telis, October 28th, its 
shrapnel compelled the surrender of a small redoubt and 3,000 
men without the necessity of an infantry assault ; at the battle 
of Lovteha, September 3d, it so demoralized the enemy as to 
greatly assist the success of the subsequent assault. It also did 
good service at the battle of Aladja Dagh in Armenia. With 
these few exceptions, it contributed to no victoiy and averted 
no defeat. It consumed several thousand tons of ammunition, 
transported with enoiunous difSculty and expense, it hammered 
away at earthworks for weeks at a time without producing any 
substantial result, and the total losses inflicted by it were prob- 
ably but little over 1 per cent, of those inflicted by the infantry, 
and these were nearly all by shrapnel. The breech-loading 
musket keeps the artillery at a distance of not less than 1,000 
yards, otherwise its horses will all he picked off; at this or 
greater distances, the angle of fall of the projectile is so great 
(with the guns in use by the Kussians during the war) that it 
buries itself in the ground before exploding, and often expends 
its whole force in throwing up a cloud of dirt while the pieces 
of the projectile remain in the crater. With the new form of 
double- walled shells (see p. 65) and aflat trajectory, different 
results may be obtained. 

The damage which shells can produce against earthworks is 
now well acknowledged to be very slight ; and as the infantry 
fights in open order, shells can evidently do but little against ii 
But with shrapnel and a good time fuse, much can be accom- 
plished, against troops even in dispersed order, and .especially 
against a line of men in a shallow trench. There were many 
instances, of the effective use of shrapnel in Turkey ; 'and the 
result is shown in the new artillery regulations of the Russians, 
which prescribe the number of shrapnels at somewhat greater 



ATTACK OF FORTIFIED POSITIONS. 455 

(about 6 ppr cent.) than the munber o| shells, whereas, before 
the war, the projectiles with time foses^were only one tenth the 
number of shells. The proper use of ar&ery at the present 
day is with shrapnel carrying to 3,000 yards and with the guns 
massed and their fire concentrated. Its employment with shells 
is hkely soon to be almost as obsolete (in the field) as its employ- 
ment with solid shot. It is doubtful, howeyer, if more than 3 
guns to a battalionViU be of useful serrice. 

But aU other weapons are dwarfed before the breech-loading 
musket, firing easily 5 to 6 shots a minute and canying to a 
range of a mile and a quarter. Therefore the infantry is now 
m&re than ever the arm of the service upon which all the hard 
fighting devolves, which inflicts and receives the greatest dam- 
age, and to which aU other parts of an army are merely sub- 
sidiary. 
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